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- byseven men near 


Cehu inmates' "Thriller" 


THE 1,500 CEBU 
prison Inmates who 
danced thelr way to 


GALING 


have conquered the 


By Nikko Dizon 


‘THE ARMED FORCES CHIEF 
of staff yesterday said 53 offi- 
cers who had pleaded guilty 
to a lesser offense for joining 
the 2003 Oakwood mutiny 
will be celebrating Christmas 
as free men after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo granted 
them executive clemency. 
(Full list on Page A10.) 


Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr. said it 
was possible some of the men would 
also be reinstated. 

А 54th mutineer, Army 1st Lt. Patri- 

cio Bumidang, will remain in custody 
after turning state witness in the court- 
martial trial of Sen. Antonio Trillanes 
TV a former Navy lieutenant, and other 
core leaders of the mutiny. 
“Effective today, they are released as 
civilians,” Esperon told reporters after 
à two-hour closed-door “ceremonial 
release” at Camp Aguinaldo. 

Ms Arroyo granted executive 
clemency to the 53 officers who plead- 
ed guilty and were subsequently con- 
victed in April of violation of the Ard- 
cles of War—conduct prejudicial to 
good order and military discipline. 

А general court-martial sentenced 
the officers to seven years in prison, 
but this was reduced by three years 
due to mitigating circumstances, and 
dismissal from the service. 

SS OAKWOOD/AIO 


Adboard 
censures Star 
for making 
false claims 


By Volt Contreras 


THE ADVERTISING BOARD OF 
the Philippines (Adboard) has 
disapproved a recent print ad 


advertising reach 
and for containing images "dis- 
paraging" to its major competi- 
tors. 

The ad industry's self-regulat- 
ing body issued a cease-and-de- 
sist order (СРО), effective im- 
mediately, stopping further 
publication of the Star ad for vi- 
olation of the Adboard Code of 
Ethics. 

The CDO was in response to a 
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‚ Pilot mauled to death 


The Fort bar in Taguig 


in Time most-watched list = 


global fame when their f 
music video “Thriller” | 
popped up on YouTube 


print medium as well. 
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Putin is Time's 
‘Man of the Year’ 


NEW YORK—RUS- 
sian President 
Vladimir Putin was 
named Time maga- 
zine's "Person of the 
Year" on Wednesday 
for restoring Russia 
from chaos to "the 
table of world pow- 
er” though at a cost 
to democratic principles, 

The magazine recognized Putin's "ex- 
traordinary feat of leadership in taking a 
country that was in chaos and bringing it 
stability" said Richard Stengel, Time's 
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big ones, distri 
each of the ex- 


HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS. Still in a for; 


tight) with the possibility of reinstatement. 


MEET AND GREET AND 
GIFT. President Arroyo 
invites the 64 inmates. 
she pardoned for health 
andage reasons to 
merienda at the Palace 
on Thursday. Count ’em 


can't seem to believe he 


He inspects each bill 
carefully after Ms Arroyo 
left the Heroes Hall in 
the Palace on Thursday. 


а: 


‘Soncados 


in hand, six 
ibuted to 
inmates. 
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mode, President Arroyo commutes the 4-year sentences on the leaders of the 


junior rebel officers like Army Capt. Gerardo Gambala (smiling at right) and Lt. Lawrence San Juan (also smil 


Andaya: GMA P30-B pork imaginary 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Norman Bordadora 


BUDGET SECRETARY ROLANDO AN- 
daya Jr. yesterday dismissed as fiction 
opposition claims that President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo had a P30-billion “pork 
barrel” at her disposal and said her dis- 
стебопагу fund amounted to only 
P800 million. 

"That's imaginary,” Andaya said, but 
added that lawmakers should be held 


responsible if that amount existed in 
the proposed General Appropriations 
Act (GAA). 

"They are the ones who (padded) the 
budget. The increases in Priority Devel- 
opment Assistance Fund (PDAF) came 
from cuts in the debt service,” he said. 

But the budget secretary could not 
comment on the Presidents Social 
Fund, which gets its budget from the 
revenues of the Philippine Amusement 
and Gaming Corp. and the Philippine 


Hot Lamborghini, Ferrari, 
Porsches seized in Makati 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Tonette Orejas 


А PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE YES- 
terday seized 81 “hot” luxury cars, а 
number of which allegedly belonged to 
San Juan Mayor Jose Victor JV" Ejerci- 
to, from a repair shop in Makati City. 

‘Mostly smuggled allegedly through 
a port in Cebu City, the vehicles were 
valued at more than P200 million. 

Antonio Villar Је, head of the Presi- 
dential Anti-Smuggling Group (PASG), 
said a warrant of seizure and detention 
was served on Auto Sports 24 Corp. at 
No. 2320 Chino Roces Ave. (formerly 
Pasong Tamo), where 84 luxury cars 
were undergoing repairs. 


“Out of the 84 vehicles at the shop, 
81 were initially found to be lacking 
the necessary documents proving that 
they had been imported legally,” Villar 
said. 

At least one Lamborghini, a Ferrari, 
21 BMWs, 16 Mercedes Benzes, 11 
Porsches, four Jaguars and three 
Volvos were among those subjected to 
verification yesterday, Villar said. 

A source, who requested anonymi- 
ty because he was not allowed to di- 
vulge the details of the operation, 
said at least seven of the luxury vehi- 
cles at the shop were owned by May- 
or Ejercito. 

The source said Ejercito, a son of de- 

HOT/A2I 


Charity Sweepstakes Office. 

"Thats off-budger,” Andaya said, us- 
ing the term for government revenues 
that dont need congressional ap- 
proval. 

‘The PDAF is the pork barrel of sena- 
tors and members of the House. A sena- 
tor is allocated P200 miliion annually 
and a House member, P70 million. Pork 
funds the pet projects of legislators and 
is a known source of kickbacks. 

ANDAYA AIO 


managing editor. 
Putin, а former КОВ official picked 


PUTIN/AIO 


Oops! Palace 
clarifies long 
holiday break 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


SO SORRY. 
There will be no additional pay for em- 
ployees in the private sector reporting for 
work on Dec. 22 (Saturday) and 23 (Sun- 
day), as well as on Dec. 29 (Saturday). 
"There's no instruction from higher-ups 
to issue a presidential proclamation to de- 
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53 Oakwood rebels freed 


Big business 
on Sumilao: 
Rule of law 

not emotion 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 
and Beverly T. Natividad 


A BIG BUSINESS GROUP YESTERDAY 
warned that the Malacafiang ruling on 
the disputed 144-hectare property in 
Sumilao, Bukidnon, would discourage 
future investments in the rural areas. 

According to Jesus Arranza, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Philippine In- 
dustries (FPD, which counts the San 
Miguel group of companies among its 
members, the ruling “sends the wrong 
signal” to would-be investors. “The 
rule of law should prevail, not emo- 
tions,” he said. 

Arranza said the ruling had threat- 
ened the plans of San Miguel Foods 
Inc. (SMF), the current owner of the 
Sumilao property, to lay out P2.4 bil- 

BIG BUSINESS АЗ 


Have a merry 
Christmas and 
green New Year 


By T] Burgonio 


HAVE YOURSELF A MERRY CHRIST- 
mas and a green New Year. 

With a little imagination, you can de- 
vise a number of safe, eco-friendly alter- 
natives to firecrackers to welcome the 
New Year, the environmental watchdog 
EcoWaste Coalition said yesterday. 

The coalition, along with Miss Earth 

HAVE A MERRY/ AIO 


WHO OWNS THIS BABY? Antonio Villar Је, head of the Presidential Anti-Smuggling 


Group, and NBI agents inspect a Lamborghini Diablo, one of the luxe cars in a Pasong 
Tamo repair shop. The cars were found to have been imported to the country illegally. 
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Esperon on extension: 


But Lacson, Honasan say keeping him won't do AFP any good 


By Nikko Dizon 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF 
Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 


"On my part, I could only thank 
the President for giving me the 
chance to serve as chief of staff. 
Not everybody could get to serve 


to GMA 


where there are casualties. 

He was apparently referring 
е recent encounters of the 
ary with the Abu Sayyaf 


mi 
bandits and Moro Islamic Liber- 


‘Nothing illegal about bonuses’ 


as chief of staff. IF (my term will deem ~ 
8 н у Christine О. Avendaño ment can grant bonuses, he ex- leased the P7,000 the national 
on Jr, who is scheduled заа. геал е жаза ошаса and Norman Bordadora plained. He said, recently the government will shell out as 
to retire early next yea, inghisearlerstatementwhenfrst munist rebels in Palawan that Talon ganni аро FIOO к. pataa опиша о 
fis helen ин р рү за SAYING THE HOUSE OF REP- | performance bonuses to all gov- ernment employees. 
yesterday said it was up asked by the media since the ru- lefta total of fivesoldiersdead. | resentatives has fiscal autono- emmentempk "Government employees 


to President Macapagal- 


mors on his term extension circu- 
lated nearly three weeks ago. 


His cavaliers in the Senate, 
Senators Panfilo Lacson and 


my, Budget Secretary Rolando 
Andaya yesterday said that 


Asked how:the House will 
get its funds for the bonuses, 


should get their bonuses by 
" he said. 


Arroyo to decide Esperon said he was not the Gregorio Honasan, who are 

` као, ds the House сап grant еасһ соп- the budget secretary said: “Re- In late October, only mem- 
whether to extend his цес eta vom вы both alumni of the Philippine | gressmen the P200,000 in memberthatwhenyouarefis- bers of the majority allegedly 
term ornot. foranexensionand assert. Миу Arni оррове апу | saffbonnsestbisChristmas. cally autonomous, you have received cash gifts of as much 
= us ,,, termextension for Esperon. Andaya said the House did the power to realign, youhave as P500,000 each when they 
"The deciding authority оп He admitted that only twice Lacson, a former national po- | noe violate anything by granting power of savings, power of went to Malacaüang for a 
all these things, the extension, іп his career did he “ask forany- lice chief, said ће saw no need to it x " g i 
ЕЕ east р meedto | thebonusestoigemployees recommendation- breakfast meeting with Presi- 

вше шне М tiae Шла. аме ирки аат ени “They're fiscally au- “So you can actually read- dent Macapagal-Arrroyo. 


leave that to the President,” Es- 
peron told reporters following 


This was when he asked to 
join the strike infantry battalion 


February next year, saying it 
would likely lead to demoraliza- 


tonomous. The funds for these 
are strictly from their own,” 


just your budget to suit the 
needs of your members but of 


But this time even members 
of the House opposition also 


the release of 53 Magdalo ju- in Jolo, Sulu, as a young lieu- tion since this would affect the id 5 > 
р 
в. Zamboanga after the 1995 "In my view, he does not de- Becauseofisownsysem, ће ^ Meanwhile Andayasaidhis itant bloc confirmed yester- 


Talk has been rife that Mala- 
cafang would extend Esperon's 
term which will end on Feb. 9 next 
year, when he tums 56 years old, 
the mandatory age retirement for 
military servicemen. 

Esperon admitted talking 
“more often” to the President 


burning of Ipil town. 

“Those were the only assign- 
ments that I asked for. After that 
I didn’t lobby for my assign- 
ments anymore. I take (them) 
as they come and thank them 
(appointing authorities) Юг 
their trust and confidence so it's 


serve an extension. But if we 
talk about blind loyalty to the 


House like the national govem- 


department had already re- 


day. 


commander in chief, then 
maybe he should get an exten- 
sion,” said Lacson. 

“T really don't care if his term is 
extended. The problem is the de- 
moralization this would bring to 


= RED CARPET 


WHAT’S INSIDE 
в MORE PINOYS 


2 NO MORE 


lately butitwasonlyinconnec- really nothing for us to be think- the soldiers corps especially since i i ЕР 
tion with the AFP anniversary ing about,” Esperon said. Esperon is involved in the Garci for returning still see happy oil price hikes 
today and some military opera- He said his term extension (election cheating) issue that has à i 

should not be the issue in focus, RP workers Christmas this year 


tions. 
Esperon said they did not talk 
about his term extension. 


pointing out that there are sev- 
eral military operations now 


not been satisfactorily explained 
until now,"he added. With are- 
port from Dona Z. Pazzibugan 
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IA honors 13 Fil-Am docs, nurses 
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THELOSANGELESCITYGOVERN- In his remarks during the awarding Тһе Filipino-American awardees | Prosyo sa tarat ng Berangay Food mial ^ | Rico Fano P30-45 
ment recently honored 13 Filipino- ceremonies, Garcetti thanked the Fil- were doctors Francisco R Quismorio ата y 
American doctors and nurses for ipino-Amerians who looked after the Jr, Robinson Villaverde Baron, JH Ti г) Bangus Р70-90 
their “exemplary work as health well-being of Los Angeles residents Rolando Mercader, Noli Бога, Arnel |р We Ji Milled » P20- 25 Tilapia P60-80 
care professionals and role mod. and recalled his sponsorship ofbillcall- Joaquin, Edwinn Sistoza, Mariedel | ЧВМГ Weli Mille Galunggong P95-120 o 
els,” the Philippine consulate in LA ing for the creation of a “Filipinotown” Leviste-Mosqueda, Edgar Banez and | Well Milled Rice P22-29 Kamatis 1240.70 eu 
said yesterday. in Los Angeles in 2008. Delia Cabansag, as well as nurses | pres s Melro Manta aten Printy Ona Proves: [rro 

Inher report to the Department With reference to the Desperate Josie Jones, Mila Velasquez, Violeta | zamboanga dsi Noro, estote Magudarco, Pechay Р25-50 
of Foreign Affairs, consul-general Housewives episode тай їп; Unabiaand Lydia Roblow-Jimenez. | Agusan ба Su, Surigno del Haro, Mountain Provinco, | Sitaw P45-60 
Mary Jo Aragon said the awardees Philippine medical schools, Garcetti Aragon also reported that LA coun- | tanan doi Nore Conaires Norte, Talong P40-65 
Were given certificates of commen- said the good record of Filipino- ci member Bill Rosendahl stated that | Sarangani Zamboanga Suny Presyo sa palengke sa Matro Manlia. 


dation during the council's meeting 
on Dec, 14 by LA council president 
Eric Garcetti and council member 
Richard Alarcon. 


Americans in healthcare will pre- 
vail over any misinformed com- 
ments about the second largest 
Asian ethnic group in Los Angeles. 


he has visited the Philippines and rec- 
ognized the Filipinos as the backbone 
of the US nursing industry. Cynthia D. 
Balana 
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Redcarpet ga 7 , "T 
for returning 
RP workers 


By Tarra Quismundo 


BY HANDING OUT KAKANIN, CASH AND 
gift certificates, President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo spread Christmas cheer among return- 
ing Filipino migrant workers at the airport 
yesterday morning. 
"True to a presidential tradition now 14 years 
in the running, Ms Arroyo welcomed close to 
300 Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) who 
flew back to Manila past 10 a.m. yesterday. 
Each received a handshake, a greeting and 
kakanin (native cake) from the President dur- 
ing a red carpet reception at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport Terminal 1. á 
Flanked by Labor Secretary Arturo Brion, 
Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
(Owwa) chief Marianito Roque, and airport 
officials, Ms Arroyo spent close to 30 min- 
utes welcoming each of the OFWs carried 
back home by Gulf Air Flight GF154. [ 
Five preselected migrant workers who № 
| — booked the flight from different parts of the || 
Middle East received Р50,000 from telecom- 
munications giant Globe, $500 worth of Duty 
Free gift certificates, scholarships from the 
АМА Education system, gift vouchers from the 
state-run gaming firm, and a mult-cab from 
the Development Bank of the Philippines. ~ 
“sana po ay tuloy-tuloy ninyong tulungan 
ang mga OFW na nagsasakripisyo. Maram- 
ing pong naghihirap na OFWs (We hope you 
will continue to help OFWs who make sac- 


— ә ә 
rifices. There a lot of OFWs who continue to ү 
suffer),” said one of the recipients, Elena 


| 


‘Abestano, a 48-year-old domestic helper 
who flew home while her employment 
woes in Bahrain remained unresolved. 


‘The others who received surprise gifts from Ф * 
the President were Lydia Magtanong, a regis- 
trar, Michelle Aquino, an engineering firm em- 
ployee, Ruben Garcia, a technician and An- * 
abelle Macajeto, a domestic helper 

Roque said the workers were selected after a 
background check proved they were the most 
deserving among OFWs who booked the 154 
flight. The Owwa chief said the handpicked 
winners included OFWs who earned low 
‘wages in their overseas jobs. 

William Pangan, another migrant worker, 
meanwhile received from Gulf Air, a round-trip 
ticket to any of the airline's destinations as the 
flight’s 154th passenger out of the total 297. 

‘The President later gathered them for a chat 
while they snacked on spaghetti and sandwich- 
esat the old terminals Dignitaries Lounge. 

‘Two-month-old Jacob Jenson Historillo was 
not on the list of winners but when he arrived 
in Manila for the first time yesterday, he imme- 
‘diately caught the President's eye. 

Sweltering in а thermal onesie (body suit 
for infants) while in the arms of his mother, 
the boy also received a Christmas gift from 
Ms Arroyo who saw him near the terminal's 
immigration counter area. 

The envelope, which the President hand- 
ed to the boys mom after a brief exchange, 
contained $200 worth of gift certificates. 

“We were the last to get off the plane. We 
were told back at the airport in Bahrain that she 
will welcome us but T was surprised that she 
gave this to us,” said Jeanette Historillo, 30, а 
former librarian who joined her husband Au- 
gyson, an engineer in Saudi Arabia a year ago. 

The Historillos, natives of Marinduque, 
came home for a holiday visit. 


BSP to ease 
forex controls 


By Michelle V. Remo 


ҮШ 
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THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
yesterday announced it would ease foreign 
exchange rules next month in an attempt to 
stem the sharp rise of the peso that has hurt 
exporters and families of overseas Filipino 


workers. Fid p 

In a press briefing yesterday, BSP officials | 
said the easing of forex rules will allow people f 
to purchase dollars and other foreign curren- || one о 


cies with less restrictions. Such а move is seen. 


io increase demand for foreign currencies, 

which in turn will weaken the peso. os 
Starting January, the BSP will increase 

the allowable foreign currency purchases 

by residents, for non-trade purposes, from 

the previous $10,000 per application to 

$30,000. "Non:trade" piene include (81.28 cms) 


payment for education, medical services, For every P1,000 single or accumulated receipt purchase using any MasterCard cards entitles a customer to one (1) raffle coupon. 


Foreign currency November 9 to December 31, 2007 


‘The BSP will also increase the amount of 
allowable foreign currency purchases per 
investor per year, from $12 million to $30 
million, for purposes of investing abroad. 

Thrift banks, rural banks and coopera- 
tive banks will also be allowed to deposit to 
and borrow from banks offshore without 
restriction on the terms of maturity. Cur- 
rently, they are allowed to deposit offshore 
but only ona short-term basis. 

Yet another reform is allowing importers 
to buy foreign currency to pay imports in ad- 
vance without prior approval by the BSP as 
long as the amount is $100,000 or less. Cur- 
rently, advance payment for imports require 
approval by the BSP regardless of amount. 
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$BETTEHPEORLE, 
BETTER JOBS 


By Gil C. Cabacungan 


FOR REJECTING THE SEN- 
ate's plea for him to ease the 
oil price burden on consumers 
by suspending the oil tax, Sen. 
Mar Roxas vowed Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves 
would not make it through the 
Commission on Appoint- 
ments. 

Roxas told reporters that 
Teves—who has been bypassed 
by the bicameral commission 
the last two  years—had 
thumbed down a proposal by 
some senators to suspend the 
l2-perent expanded value- 
added tax (VAT) on oil products 
for at least six months because 
that would make it even, more 
difficult for him to reach his col- 
lection targets and easier to lose 
his job. 

“The e-vat on oil is the easi- 
est to collect for any finance 
secretary which is why he does 
not want to let it go at the ex- 
pense of the consumers who 
would enjoy as much as P4 per 
liter savings with the suspen- 
sion. His job is on the line, that 
is why he was quick to reject 
the oil vat suspension," Roxas 
said. 


Senate support 

He said the suspension of 
the VAT on oil had broad sup- 
port in the Senate, including 
from Senators Rodolfo Biazon, 
Benigno Aquino III and Fran- 
cis Escudero. He said he would 
ask Biazon, who is a member 
of the Commission on Ap- 
pointments, to veto Teves’ ap- 
pointment. 

“There is P210 billion in 
back taxes and tax leaks that 
Secretary Teves has failed 
and refused to address. Why 
doesn't he act on them and 


let consumers have some 
breathing room by suspend- 
ing the e-vat? Where is his 
political will? I understand 
he has to protect his position 
but when does Juan de la 
Cruz come into his deci- 
sions?" Roxas said. 

He said Teves refused to con- 
sider that the P20 billion to P30 
billion to be lost from the sus- 
pensión of the VAT would be 
made back through consumer 
spending that would be subject 
to tax. 

Loren’s ire 

Sen. Loren Legarda had 
earlier castigated Teves for 
rejecting her bill that pushed 
for a tax exemption on the 
bank savings of senior ci 
zens and at the same time re- 
versed the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue by lowering the ex- 
cise tax on Pall Mall 
cigarettes from P26.06 to 
P6.74 per pack. 

Teves was also criticized by 
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago for rushing the sale of the 
profitable Philippine Nation- 
al Oil Co.-Energy Develop- 
ment Corp. purportedly to 
meet his goal of a balanced 
budget. 

Roxas said the Senate would 
also look into the implementa- 
tion of the Lateral Attrition 
Law to see if anyone had been 
punished for failing to meet 
collection targets at the BIR 
and Bureau of Customs, 
among other revenue-generat- 
ing agencies. 

Roxas said the Senate was de- 
termined Teves would be held 
responsible for the govern- 
теп failure to meet revenue 
targets and not his underlings 
who could be made the fall 
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PHILHEALTH CIRCULAR 
№ 20,2007 


ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL HEALTH CARE 
PROVIDERS, MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM AND ALL OTHERS CONCERNED 


то 


AMENDMENT TO PHILHEALTH CIRCULAR NO. 34 5.2006 
PHILHEALTH NEWBORN CARE PACKAGE (NCP) 


SUBJECT 


Pursuant to approved PhitHeslth Board Resolution No. 1080 series of 2007 amending 
PhilHealth Board Resolution No. 925 s.2006 the following are guidelines on the 
mplemeniation of NCP: 


GENERAL RULES 


1 The package shal cover ai eligible newborn dependents delivered in all acoredied 
health facies icing non-hospial matey healih care providers. 

2 Services covered shall include administration of BCG vaccine and resuscitation of the 
mewbom. The amount of the package however shali remain at P1000. 

3. Kis reterated thal the heath care facit shouid be able to provide ай ће required 
services covered by the package. in case the facity was not able to prove the 
complete services. clams fom е said faciity shal not be compensated. This however, 
shal rol prohibit payment to members мара the amount of he package йет 
‘enumerated in Circular No. 34 s 2006 provided that Offcial Receipts ae attached to 
the дәп applcaton. 

4. To qualy as service providers fortis package, curently acceded facies and those 
applying к йг. renewal and re-accreditaton are required to submit a pholocopy of 
Newborn Screening Расму (NSF) certicate sued by the Department of Healt (DOH) 
‘or Newborn Screening Reference Center (NSRC) to те Accreditation Department or 
Accreditation Section of Ръёнеайп Regional Offices (РОВ) on or before December 
31,2007. Alicams of PhiHeah accredited faces for NCP with admission beginning 
January 1, 2008 that are not селе by DOH or NSRC as NSF shall not be reimbursed. 

5. Newborn Screening (NBS) в ideally periormed ater twenty-four hours of Би not 
later than tee (3) days from complete delvery ofthe newbom. As such, daims for 
МОР within бе sad period shall be compensated. However, for newboms placed in 
intensive care fo ensure survival. premature and sick newborns, hey may be exempted 
irom the three-day requirement ЫЛ shouid be tested within seven (7) days of age. 
Oficial Receipts or NBS cated within he same period (even after discharge of patient 
пеноот) shal be covered by the package. 


CLAMS FILING 


1 The ойу shoud indicate the fiter collection card number of the NBS specimen 
‘cofecton form ће Part IV (C) em no. 3 of the said clam form. The said cam form 
shat be retumed о the fact in case the fant is not аме o indicate the said number 


To iustae: 


©. Others 


[Eres antico care. Мати Kemal care, saison of BOG wc 
Bresusctaton ol the newbom 
2. is: dose of Hepat 8 munition 

Weston оет Vs [iter collection card number] 


2. Al services covered by the package should be enumerated in ће Part IV (C) of the 
seid clam farm es shown above 

3. To facitte speedy processing of claims iis reiterated that Ciim Forms 1 and 2 shall 
be submited together wih maternal appicaton within be prescribed period. 

4. Ak dam appicatons for NCP shall be coded using RVS code 99432 


CODE DESCRIPTIVE TERM 
oo. Normal Nestor Care. 

$. PhiHealth ndes оп ICD-10 shall also apply foc this package. 
6. Requirements for NCP ciam applcaions shal incide: 


51 duly accomplished Forms 1 and 2 
62 cedécae of ive bith 

83 cear copy of Member Data Record 
84 proof of premium payment 


This Creutar shal take effec for all claims with admission dates staring January 1, 2008. 
‘Al ober benefi aveiment rules constent wih tese res are hereby repealed 
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(528) LORNA O. FAJARDO 
‘Acing President and CEO 


Date signet: December 12, 2007 


Philcomsat 
takeover based 
on bogus letters, 
says rival group 


THE POBLADOR-LOCSIN FACTION IN THE 
Philippine Holdings Corp. of the Philcomsat. 
group said it would go to the Sandigan- 
bayan today to protest the forcible takeover. 
of the PHC offices the other day by the rival 
Tlusorio-Africa group. 

The group's lawyer, Pitero Reig, said the 
Tlusorio-Africa group (also called Bildner- 
Africa group, after leaders Erlinda Пиѕогіо- 
Bildner and Victor Africa) had no authority 
to take over the PHC offices as its election 
as the “new” government representatives to 
the PHC board was based on bogus letters 
of authority from Malacafiang. 

The Ilusorio-Aftica and the Locsin-Poblador 
groups represent competing shareholder fac- 
tions fighting for control of three companies 
with interlocking directorships—PHC, the 
Philippine Overseas Telecommunications 
Corp. (Philcomsat) and the Philippine Over- 
seas Telecommunications Corp. (POTC). 

PHC is 80 percent owned by Philcomsat 
and both firms are in turn owned by the 
POTC, the shares of which were sequestered 
by the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government in 1986 on charges that these 
were part of the ill-gotten wealth of the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos. The government 
‘owns 35 percent of POTC through and ap- 
points directors to the group. 


‘Two factions 

The two factions are currently fighting 
over which is the legitimate board of cash- 
rich PHC, which the Locsin-Poblador (for 
Enrique Locsin and Concepcion Poblador) 
group has controlled since 2004, 

According to Reig, the Ilusorio-Bildner 
group, using letters signed by Bernardo 
Abes, the former chair of the Government 
Service Insurance System, and Solicitor 
General Agnes Devanadera, voted them- 
selves into the boards of POTC, Philcomsat 
and PHC last month, with the sequestered 
shares being voted by Undersecretary En- 
rique Perez of the Presidential Manage- 
ment Staff, not by the PCGG. 

“The Locsin-Poblador group, in contrast, 
hhas these critical appointment documents 
signed by the President [Macapagal-Arroyo] 
herself and addressed to PCGG, which has the 
authority to vote the shares in sequestered 
corporations,” said Reig in a statement. 

“We are ready to show these papers in any 
public forum. We challenge the crony Iluso- 
rio-Africa group to do the same,” he said. 

The Ilusorio-Africa group “already con- 
trols POTC and Philcomsat but also wants 
to control cash-rich PHC, but all they have 
isa letter signed by Abes and Devanadera. 
Can underlings and especially an ex-official 
overturn a presidential action?” he said. 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
and Jeannette I. Andrade 


TELEVISION GIANT ABS-CBN BROADCAST- 
ing Corp. has secured a 20-day temporary re- 
straining order (TRO) yesterday from a Que- 
zon City trial court preventing AGB Nielsen 
Media Research (Philippines) Inc. from gather- 
ing and releasing data on TV ratings from re- 
ported corrupted home panels. 

In a three-page order, Quezon City Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 80 judge Charito 
B. Gonzales directed the media research 
firm to “cease and desist” from pursuing its 
nationwide television audience measure- 
ment (TAM) data gathering activities and 
distributing the results to its clients. 

ABS-CBN filed last Friday a P63 million 
civil case against AGB Nielsen for damages 
and injunction with an application for a 
TRO after it complained about an operation 
to bribe metered homes in Bacolod City so 
they would watch GMA shows, thus heat- 
ing up the network war. 

АСВ Nielsen collects data that it process- 
esfroma sample of households called "pan- 
el homes" that mirror the TV population’s 
viewing habits. AGB Nielsen then sells the 
data to the media industry. 


Common currency 

TAM data serves as a common currency 
by which networks sell, and advertisers buy 
airtime for advertising spots, thus the need 

‚ fort to be true and accurate, ABS-CBN said 
in its damage suit. 

‘The suit stemmed from reports allegedly 
received by ABS-CBN that “panel homes” or 
representative samples of household TV 
viewers surveyed for the TAM data had 
been identified by certain individuals and 
were bribed to watch GMA shows. 

‘The court noted that during a hearing, 
AGB Nielsen did not belie ABS-CBN's alle- 
gation that there was “an infiltration of 
panel homes which could have compro- 
mised the integrity of the ratings data.” 

“Under the service contract between the 
parties, the defendant (AGB Nielsen) was 
under obligation to ensure the confidential- 


Search is on 
for 2nd Gawad 
Haydee Yorac 


‘THE MANILA ELECTRIC COMPANY (MER- 
alco), in cooperation with the University of 
the Philippines, will once again pay tribute 
to our country’s modern day heroes 
through the annual Gawad Haydee Yorac 
for Outstanding Public Service. Now on its 
second year, the award honors men and 
women from the private sector, govern- 
ment service and volunteer organizations 
who exhibit leadership that is grounded оп 
service and on a vision of improving the 
lives of others. 

Last year, the award was given to Anto- 
nio В Meloto of Gawad Kalinga (GK), a 
renowned anti-poverty and nation-build- 
ing charismatic movement. Through the 
GK, Meloto was able to mobilize volun- 
teers, Filipinos and foreigners alike, toward 
helping alleviate poverty in the country. 
Just like the late Haydee Yorac, Meloto was 
arole model for public service. 

The award shall be conferred annually 
on March 4, Yorac's birthday. The winner 
will receive a trophy by National Artist 
Napoleon Abueva and a cash gift of 
P300,000, net of tax. 

Deadline of nominations is on Jan. 15, 
2008. 


US visa fee 
hiked to $131 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


STARTING JAN. 1 NEXT YEAR, THE UNIT- 
ed States will increase the application fee 
for non-immigrant visa from $100 to $131. 

The US embassy in Manila said the increase 
would enable the US State Department to re- 
cover the costs of security and other enhance- 
ments to the non-immigrant visa application 
process. The application fee has increased 
twice since 9/11, the last time in 2002. 

Applicants who paid the $100 fee before 
Jan. 1 will be processed only if they are 
scheduled and appear for a visa interview 
on or before Jan. 31. 

On the other hand, if they appear for visa 
interviews after Jan. 31, 2008 they must 
pay the difference of $31 before they will 
be interviewed. 

‘This additional fee must be paid at one of the 
designated branches of Bank of the Philippine 
Islands (ВРІ) or Citibank, the two banks that 
are authorized to collect visa fees. 

‘According to the embassy, the depart- 
ment was required by law to recover the 
cost of processing non-immigrant visas 
through the collection of the Machine- 
Readable Visa application fee. 

It said that the $100 Machine-Readable 
Visa fee is lower than the actual cost of pro- 
cessing non-immigrant visas considering 
the new security related costs, new infor- 

‚ mation technology systems, and inflation. 
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ABS-CBN wins TRO vs Nielsen 


ity of the panel homes and accuracy and re- 
liability of the TAM data,” Gonzales wrote 
in her court order. 

ABS-CBN further alleged that AGB Nielsen. 
managing director Maya Reporma “admitted 
knowing about the infiltration and of the per- 
sons responsible therefore but instead of taking 
positive action to address the problem, no fur- 
ther action was taken.” 

Gonzales also said that Reforma even ad- 
mitted that there was tampering of AGB 
Nielsen’s panel homes which was the sub- 
Ject of an investigation. 

“While in her affidavit, she alleged that the 
tampering was confined to a certain locality 
and that (TAM data) was wholly unaffected, 
the fact remains that the integrity of the TAM 
data had been compromised. The apprehen- 
sions of the plaintiff (ABS-CBN) therefore, are 
not without justifiable reasons,” Gonzales said. 

Gonzales also said that AGB Nielsen also 
failed to dispute that the delivery of tainted 
data would cause ABS-CBN grave and ir- 
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reparable injury. 

‘Gonzales added that the court is convinced 
that ABS-CBN will suffer "irreparable damage 
and injury” unless AGB Nielsen was stopped 
from continuing its data gathering processes. 

GMA Network Inc. vice president for legal 
affairs division Dick Perez said in a press brief- 
ing yesterday that it cannot comment on the 
TRO issued since it is not a party to the case. 

In 2007, ABS-CBN entered into two ser- 
vice contracts with AGB Nielsen, one of 
which expired last June 30 while the sec- 
ond will expire on Dec. 31. 

ABS-CBN recently received reports that AGB 
Nielsen's panel homes had been identified by 
certain individuals and that the TV viewers 
‘comprising these panel homes were influenced 
to change their viewing habits in favor of its ri- 
val network, the court narrated in its order. 

The alleged infiltration of panel homes seri- 
ously affected the validity and integrity of the 
ТАМ data. Thus ABS-CBN met with Reforma 
reporting the alleged tampering of the data. 
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By Kate Pedroso 
Inquirer Research 


SLIGHTLY MORE THAN THREE 
of every five adult 
percent) expect this Christmas 
to bea happy one, while nearly a 
third (27 percent) say it would 
neither be happy nor sad, ac- 
cording to the latest survey by 
the Social Weather Stations. 

The December 2007 Social 


| and 2005, and also 64 percent 
af in 2004," SWS said in a state- 
ment issued yesterday. 
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DECEMBER SURVEY 


More Pinoys still see happy Christmas 


cent in 2006. Happy Christmases 
among Metro Manila respon- 
dents have been declining since 
2002, when it was at 77 percent. 
Expectations of a joyful Christ- 
mas were likewise up in the Visayas 
by eight percentage points, from 60 
percent in 2006, the lowest record- 
ed in the area. It reached a high of 
85 percent in 2002 in the Visayas. 
In Mindanao, expectations of a 
happy Christmas “slightly declined” 


Across areas, those anticipat- 
ing a happy Christmas rose in 
Metro Manila and the Visayas, 
while they slightly declined in 
Mindanao. The numbers were 
the same as last year in Luzon 
outside Metro Manila. 

Across socioeconomic classes, 
proportions of those expecting a 
happy Christmas increased this 
year among members of class E, 
but declined among the middle 


ipinos (64 


In Metro Manila, those who 
saw a happy Christmas rose 10 
percentage points from 45 per- 
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percent," SWS said. "Compared 
to 2006, however, the propor- 
tions of those expecting a happy 
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Christmas increased among 
class E, but declined among the. 
middle to upper classes ABC." 
In class E, expectations of a 
happy Christmas "slightly re- 
bounded" from 58 percent in 
2006, which was the lowest 
recorded among this class. 
Among members of classes 
ABC, expectations of a happy 
Christmas declined five percent- 
age points from 69 percent in 


urere imm) | | Weather Survey also found that to upper classes. from 70 percent in 2006 from 66 2006, while the proportion of 
бшшш 8 percent expect this Christmas Тһе proportions of those antici- percent in 2007, the lowest record- those anticipating a happy Christ- 
to be sad. pating a happy Christmas was ed in Mindanao. It reached a high mas among class D was “similar” 

AP medal pe tan corn Qs А се|. “The proportion expecting а  highestinthe Visayas (68 percent). of89 percent also in 2002, to last year's 62 percent. 
Е - ЕР "Neus sa” | happy Christmas has been un- It was 66 percent in Mindanao, 65 “Expectations of а happy ‘Slightly more" married re- 
= Rate eium qus Кызы changed the past four years. It percent in the rest of Luzon and 55 Christmas is the same across all spondents expect a happy Christ- 
ен 5 was 62 percent in both 2006  percentin Metro Manila. socioeconomic classes [at] 64 mas (66 percent) compared to 


those widowed or separated (59 
percent) and those who are single 
or never married (61 percent). 
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By DJ Yap 


MARINE CAPT NICANOR FAELDON IS 
the new Elvis Presley—or so his lawyer says. 
The label has nothing to do with the 
king of rock 'n roll, but rather with Fael- 
don's penchant for popping up every- 
where, even in places he can't possibly 
be, said his lawyer, Trixie Angeles. 
Missing since the Nov. 29 takeover of 
the Peninsula Manila, sightings of the 42- 
year-old Faeldon have been reported 
from Palawan to Davao, said Angeles. 
“He's like Elvis. People see him every- 
where,” Angeles said after a court hear- 
ing yesterday on the 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny where Faeldon is also on trial. 
A P1 million reward has been put up 
for any information on his whereabouts. 


Text messages 
On Wednesday night, a flurry of text mes- 
sages circulated about “a new commotion in 
Makati,” particularly at the Макан Shangri-La 
Hotel, which supposedly involved Faeldon. 

The rumor proved false, said Supt. 
Gilbert Cruz, the Makati chief-of police, 
who deployed а SWAT squad around the 
hotel near the Peninsula. 

“We had a бр from intelligence that Faeldon 
would go to the Makati Shang. We checked it 
ош but found nothing,” he told the Inque. 

Capt. Carlo Ferrer, Armed Forces of the 
Philippines National Capital Region Com- 
mand spokesman, said he, too, received 
phone calls late Wednesday night asking 
about the supposed Faeldon sighting. 

“I checked it with our men on the ground 
and coordinated with the police. But they 
told me the report was not true,” Ferrer said. 

Chief Supt Luizo Ticman, Southern Police 
| Diszia: director said he deployed 50 police- 
| men to support the hunt for Faeldon at 
| Shangri-La, bur the “tip proved negative.” 

“That's not his style,” Angeles said. 

In his previous escape, Faeldon 

made his presence felt in military facil- 


Fugitive Marine captain 
is new Elvis, 


says lawyer. 


ities, not in luxury hotels. 


Hoax 

‘Angeles said friends, supporters and 
Journalists had been calling her with pur- 
ported tips about Faeldon's location, all 
of which proved to be a hoax. 

“There was a caller who contacted a 
reporter in Davao and said he saw Fael- 
don. Then there were reports that he was 
allegedly interviewed by a local TV sta- | 
tion. Then another person was saying һе 
was seen in Palawan,” Angeles said. 

She maintained that there was not 
enough evidence to establish that her 
client had in fact escaped. She suspected 
that Faeldon was in military custody. 

“Assuming without admitting that he es- 
caped, I think it a good thing that all these 
sighting are being reported because if the 
authorities check all of them out, it dissipates 
their energies and resources,” she said. 

Neither she nor Faeldon's family had 
received word from her client since the. 
Peninsula incident, Angeles said. 

In December 2005, Faeldon escaped 
from his military escorts, and while in hid- 
ing put up a website calling for civil disobe- 
dience campaign against the government. 
He was recaptured in January 2006. 

With a report from Julie M. Aurelio 


2 Pinays convicted 
of trafficking in HK 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
Correspondent 


HONG KONG—CONVINCED BY THEIR VIC- 
tims’ detailed testimony on the flesh trade 
here, a judge yesterday convicted two Fil- 
ipino women in what prosecutors called a 
"landmark" human trafficking case. 

District Judge Susana Maria D'Almada 
Remedios found Jennifer М. Balibat, 28, 
and Angelita A. David, 39, guilty of traffick- 
ing five Filipino women into Hong Kong in 
July to work as prostitutes in Wan Chai, the 
city's red-light district. 

The judge sentenced the two to three years in. 
prison after finding them guilty of two counts of 
human trafficking and five counts of aiding and 
abetting the breaching of the conditions of say. 

“On the evidence before me, 1 am satis- 
fied the prosecution proved beyond reason- 
able doubt that the defendants are guilty on 
charges 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7,” Remedios said. 


Facts are clear 

“The facts are very clear. You arranged 
for the five women to be brought to Hong 
Kong from the Philippines for the purpose 
of prostitution,” she said. 

Prosecutor Edward Le Breton Laskey 
urged the court to immediately release copies 
of the verdict, saying he had heard from in- 
vestigators that even President Macapagal- 
Arroyo was interested in the case. 

“This is the very first case involving the 
prosecution of Filipino nationals for this 
type of offense to be held outside the Philip- 
pines,” Laskey told the court. "I understand. 
this has generated a lot of interest ... even 


from the President of the Philippines.” 

Hong Kong police officers flew to Manila 
lest month to talk to Department of Justice of- 
ficials and Dante Ang, chair of the Presidential 
‘Task Force Against Trafficking, about the case. 

‘The Hong Kong police also went to Nue- 
va Ecija since the Philippine government 
had filed human trafficking charges there 
against Loida Villaflor, an alleged ассот- 
plice of Balibat and David. 

The women—aged 24 to 39—were made 
to work as prostitutes because they owed 
the traffickers P60,000 for their air fare and 
accommodations. 

Villaflor and David reportedly recruited the 
women in the Philippines while David and Bali- 
bat picked them up when they arrived at the 
Hong Kong airport in two groups late last July. 

Remedios said she believed the victims ac- 
count that David and Balibat had urged them 
to look for customers willing to pay for sex so 
they could repay the P60,000 immediately. 

They were told they could eam from HK$400 
to HK$2,000 if they chose the right customer 

“(One of the victims) was told by (Balibat) 
not to go out with Chinese men because they 
might report her to the police. (She) was also 
advised to avoid Indians and Pakistanis be- 
cause they could be very rude,” the judge said. 

She said the victims were also warned 
about Indians “who would not pay” and 
might even beat them. 

Balibat advised the women to look for 
black men because of their “size.” 

The victims sought the help of the Philippine 
consulate and the police because, contrary to the 
traffickers’ promises, they were not adequately 
fed and were housed in cramped apartments. 
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It started with a nipa hut, 
some earthen jars, and a vision. 


In 1900, Mrs. Rufina Lucas, thinking people might enjoy 
her delicious fish sauce, started making patis in a modest 
way. Itwas what one might call a cottage industry, only, the 
"cottage" was really a nipa hut which housed a number of 
earthen jars containing the first exquisite, golden liquid that 
was to become the most famous of the Philippines sauces - 
Rufina Patis. 


Enjoyed by generations in our country...'Hailed by food 
fanciers. Famous, exported abroad, well-loved Rufina | 
Patis has become an institution, now using mechanize | 
production 


122 2% O, 24 VAS Yes, Impong Pina... your vision is now a reality and 
people do enjoy your delicious patis! 
X 27 # RUFINA PATIS FACTORY 
(/ / 1. ё, ‚ 290C, Arellano Street, Malabon City 


Telephones: 281-62-30 to 32 


A Special Gift for family members, friends and you! 
PERSONALITY AND EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT. 
GROOMING. MODELING. ACTING. 

The gift that lasts for a lifetime. 

ENROLL NOW at any level and get the NEXT LEVEL FREE! 
Choose to start classes anytime before February 28, 2008. 
Enrollment must be before December 30, 2007. 

MAKE IT HAPPEN NOW! CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS. 


892 9511 or 927 0465 


(Makati City) (Quezon City) 


Орлов Towers. 


www johnrobertpowers.com 
Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St., Ground Floor, Cinderella Building 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 825 EDSA, Quezon City 
‘Guarded paring nearby lang on premises 


OFFER EXTENDED! SAVE ОР TO P30,000! 


[Extension approved му DT-NCR. SEE PLYERS FOR DETAILS. Per DTHICR Perma We. 4348, Serio of 


Printing life. 
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| d P. 
| . ^Philippin&irlines and Air Philippines share н 
“to provide you with the most flights, largest fleet, and widest network of destination 
7 Together, our combined fleet of 46 aircraft make a total bf 1,246 flights a week, to 58 destinations here and abroad. 


We make sure. yp experience utmost comfort and convenience, from your plane seat to your flight schedule 
and in-flight amenitiés every time you fly with us. 


РА | 
p Philippine Airlines / ‹ А РРС х 
Lees Clearly Мола Philippines | 


wwwephllippinealriines.com Ры Р У а "а ЕЕ www.airphils.com 


E и " $ Е 
Widest Network и Largest Fleet • Most Passengers Flowh • Highest Total Sales Revenue « IATA Operational Safety Audit Certified 
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53 Oakwood rebels freed Andaya: GMA P30-B 


From page Al 

Esperon said Ms Arroyo had addition- 
ally granted a commutation of the four- 
year prison terms of the mutineers, which 
‘would set them free on Jan. 27 next year. 

"Rather than have them wait up to 
Jan. 27, the President decided to com- 
mute that by more than a month so 
that they could enjoy Christmas with 
their families," Esperon said. 


Reinstatement 

It was not clear if the mutineers 
were dishonorably discharged. But Es- 
peron said they could be reinstated if 
they made a manifestation through a 
formal letter to the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines. 

“We are not closing ... all doors to this. 
So if there are indeed appeals, then we 
will consider that,” Esperon said. 

He said that a number of the muti- 
neers had expressed the desire to be 
reinstated. But he said this would have 
to undergo “strict processing.” 

"That is for us to evaluate,” Esperon 
said when asked about the possible dan- 
gers of reinstating formerly rebellious 
officers. “These are officers who have 
shown remorse, and the capacity to re- 
form, and so we don't want to say that 
they will become recidivists," he said. 

“This will be part of our considera- 
tion, especially in light of the Мом. 29 
(standoff at the Peninsula Manila hotel) 
where we saw some recidivists not only 
for the second time, but for the third 
time or more,” Esperon added. 


Core leaders 

‘The 54 officers were among the 61 
subleaders of the so-called Magdalo 
group that staged the Oakwood 
mutiny and later struck a plea bargain 
fora lesser offense. 

They do not include the 29 core 
leaders, 12 of whom were dishon 
ably discharged in July after pleading 
guilty to conduct unbecoming an offi- 
cer and a gentleman. 

The sentence on the 12 officers is 
awaiting Ms Arroyo's approval. 

Seven other subleaders who did not 
enter a plea bargain remains detained. 

‘On July 27, 2003, more than 300 ju- 
nior military officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel took over the posh Oakwood 
luxury apartments and hotel in Makati 
City for 23 hours to demand the resig- 
nation of Ms Arroyo, alleging 
widespread corruption in her adminis- 
tration. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LAST DAY IN COURT. Air Force Lt. 
Ashley Acedillo, one of the alleged 
leaders of the failed mutiny, is also home 
free after he's escorted out of the 
Makati Regional Trial Court. — кемаанова 


During the Nov. 29 hearing on the 
Oakwood case, Trillanes, the Magdalo 
spokesperson who later won as sena- 
tor in the May elections while cam- 
paigning from his jail cell, walked out 
and marched on the Peninsula Manila, 
along with Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, who 
was a defense witness. 

Lim, former commandant of the 
Scout Rangers, has been detained for 
alleged involvement in the February 
2006 failed coup. 


Oakwood trial 

Ас the resumption yesterday of the 
‘Oakwood trial, Judge Oscar Pimentel of 
Makati Regional Trial Court Branch 148 
denied a defense motion that he inhibit 
himself from the trial for "prejudging" it. 

Security was tight but only about half 
the number of military escorts was de- 
ployed after an "adjustment" of the detail 
from the previous hearing was made, 
said AFP-National Capital Region Com- 
mand spokesperson Capt. Carlo Ferrer. 


AFP OFFICERS GRANTED 


EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY 


iiLJeffrsyA.Cauguiran 0-12238РА 
ilt Jose Enrico M. Dinge 0-12248РА `i 
1Lt Julius А. Navales 0-12654 PA 
10: Emerson L. Margate. '0-12676PÀ 1 
2Lt. Laurefel P. Gabales 0-13088РА 
211. Regino S. Orteza 0-13128РА 1 
211. Jeoffrey С. Tacio 0-1137 PA 

21: Archibald S.Raniel 0-13194РА 1 
2Lt, Noel Е Tomonglay 0-13215 PA 


2Lt Nestor Jason V. Camba Jr 0-13221 PA 
2Lt. Ryan Н. Оша! 0-13272 РА 
2t Wary James A. Tayaban’ 0-13529РА 
Цэр. Norberto E. Santiago Jr. 0-11974 PN 
10. Ronald A. Galicia 0-12354 PN 
Liig. Marco Angelo J. Ancheta 0-12427 PN 


Ltjg. Ceferino М. Checa lll — 0-12841 РМ 
10. Jonathan P. Costales 0-12897 РАМ) 
Ens. Juvenal В. Azurin 0-13121РН 
Ens. Rex P. Calano 0-13123 PN 
Ens. Elmer D. Cruz 0-18165 PN 
Ens. Emerson R. Rosales — 0-13177PN 


Ens. Jonathan Jay J. Adiawan 0-13270 PN 


Ens. Jonah А. Arugay 0-13274 PN 
Ens. Jeffrey A. Bangsa 0-13285 PN 
Ens.CesarCarmelP.Tamba  O-13358PN > 
Ens. Jeffrey Samuel A. 0.14377 PN: $ 
Daquilanea 3 A 
Ens. Lyle G. Rosos 0-13499 PN 
Ens. Bryan В. Babang 0-13507 PN 
Ens. Arjohn B. Elumba 0-13519 PN 
Ens. Ronald E. Diso 0-13627 PN 
Ens. lan Luis D. Badecao Ш 0-13689 PN 
Ens. Victor S. Обо 0-13727 PN 


10: Ronald Айал D.G. Ricardo 0-13277 РАМ) 
211: Оаппу С. Саламегаї — 0-131390 


РММ) 
2L. Filmore в. Rul 0-13237РММ) 
21t. Oswald lan B. Dira 0-13251РММ) 
211. Samsudin T. Lintongan 0-13732 РММ) 
2Lt Leopoldo D.G. Apilanes 0-13746 РММ) 
ae 
2Lt. Mark P. Damaso 0-135565 
РММ) 
2Lt Giovanni M. Pallan 0-135569 
РММ) 
ZlLEdgardoR.AQular 0-135570 
РЩМ) 
211. Norman Зрепсег 0.10 0-13817 РАМ) 
ZlLamyC.Cendsfa = 013831 РММ) 
2LL Науейпо А. Salih 0-198853 PN(M) 
2Lt. Lexington V. Alonzo -13884 PN(M) 
Lt Wiltredo D. Camacho 0-12902 PAF 
2Lt. Mark Dennis С. Derecho 0-13181 PAF 
Э Charleston M.Tan  0-13297 PAF 
га Archie A. Grande 0-13354 PAF 


2Lt. Jeveshboy N. Macarubbo 0-13431 PAF 


2Lt. Joel B. Plaza 0-13501 PAF 
2Lt. Adrian б. Alvariño 0-13508 PAF 
2Lt. Jigger P. Montallana 0-13680 


Trillanes was absent, as well as the 
other Magdalo officers who joined the 
Nov. 29 takeover of the Peninsula 
Manila, for which they were charged 
with rebellion in another Makati court. 

With areport from DJ Yap 


Have a merry Christmas and green ... 


From page Al 
Philippines 2007 Jeanne Harn, 
launched “Iwas PaputTOXIC 2008” at 
the Esteban Abada Elementary School 
in Project 7, Quezon City. 

‘The campaign is meant to highlight 
the toxic effects of firecrackers on per- 
sons, animals and the environment, 
and, at the same time, promote the use 
of alternative “noisemakers” for the 
New Year revelry. 

Alternative noisemakers include 
tambourines made of bottle caps, 
maracas from tin cans, cymbals using 
aluminum pot lids, shakers made of 
plastic bottles, cans or soap and tooth- 
paste boxes filled with seeds, and even 
coins. 

And of course, there's the reliable 
torotot (horn). 


Making safe noise 

“Since we want to make noise on New 
Year's Eve, why don't we use safe alter- 
natives to firecrackers that injure people 


and pose hazards to health and the envi- 
ronment?” EcoWaste's youth campaign- 
er LJ Pasion said in a phone interview. 

“Firecrackers cause air pollution, leave 
а pile of trash, and cause injuries to per- 
sons. So we decided to promote clean 
and safer alternatives,” Pasion said. 

The tradition of lighting firecrackers 
has “a history of blown-off fingers, burned. 
skin, and other bloody injuries,” hence the 
need for safe alternatives, he said. 

‘According to Pasion, New Year revel- 
ers need not look far for recyclable ma- 
terials for the alternative noisemakers 
because these can be found in one's 
household and backyard. 

“With a lie creativity we can come up 
with alternatives to firecrackers,” he said. 


Mind the animals 

Added Harn in a statement: "We en- 
courage the public to avoid firecrack- 
ers and employ safer and cleaner 
means of celebrating the coming of the 
New Year, so as to help create a healthi- 


erenvironment for one and all." 

The EcoWaste Coalition cited the ill 
effects of firecrackers on animals, who 
are more vulnerable to loud blasts and 
explosions because of their keener 
sense of hearing. 

It backed the Department of Health's 
proposal to ban firecrackers and other 
pyrotechnics in residential areas to pre- 
vent injuries and deaths in the run-up to 
the New Year celebration. 


PVC cannon most injurious 

Some 1,300 people, mostly children, 
were hurt by firecrackers from Dec. 21, 
2006, to Jan. 7, 2007. Seven percent of 
the injuries required amputations, the 
coalition said, citing DOH figures. 

The top contributor to firework in- 
juries was the popular “boga” or PVC 
‘cannon, followed by the piccolo, five 
star, and whistle bombs, it said. 

‘The EcoWaste Coalition has been 
promoting the use of safe noisemakers 
for the past two holiday seasons. 


Putin is Time’s ‘Man of the Year’ 


From page Al 
from relative obscurity to be prime 
minister in 1999 by then President 
Boris Yeltsin, will appear on the cover 
of a special issue of Time as the person 
the editors believe had the greatest im- 
pact on events, for better or worse. 

“He's not a good guy, but he's done 
extraordinary things,” said Stengel. 

‘The magazine noted that “Person of 
the Year" is not an honor or endorse- 
ment but a recognition of leadership 
that shapes the world. 

"He's the new czar of Russia and he's 
dangerous in the sense that he doesn’t 
care about civil liberties, he doesn’t 
care about free speech,” Stengel said. 
"But stability is what Russia needed 
and that's why Russians adore him.” 

In prizing stability over freedom, he 
has made Russia powerful again and be- 
holden to no nation, the magazine said. 


Cost to principles 
‘Time said that Putin, 55, the son of a 
factory worker whose grandfather 
cooked for Soviet dictator Josef Stalin, 
had led Russia with persistence, a 
sharp vision and a sense that he em- 
bodied the spirit of “Mother Russia.” 
Time said the Person of the Year dis- 


tinction, which it has awarded since 
1927, was not an endorsement or a pop- 
larity prize but a recognition of the indi- 
viduals and forces that shape the world. 

“Ас significant cost to the principles 
and ideas that free nations prize, 
(Putin) has performed an extraordi- 
nary feat of leadership in imposing sta- 
bility on a nation that has rarely 
known it and brought Russia back to 
the table of world power.” 

‘The magazine said it picked Putin 
because of his role їп making Moscow 
“a critical linchpin of the 21st century.” 
Putin’s dark side 

However, the magazine highlighted 
a dark side to Putin's success. 

“Putin is not a boy scout. He is not a 
democrat in any way that the West 
would define it. He is not a paragon of 
free speech,” Stengel wrote. 

“He stands, above all, for stabili- 
ty—stability before freedom, stability 
before choice, stability in a country that 
has hardly seen it for a hundred years.” 

Putin beat out four rivals for the 
Time distinction—former US Vice 
President Al Gore, who was Time's No. 
2 choice, followed by British author 
JK. Rowling, Chinese President Hu 


Jintao and the US commander in Iraq, 
Gen. David Petraeus. 


Away from the abyss 

Putin is enormously popular in Rus- 
sia, presiding over a resurgent economy 
flush with revenue from oil and natural 
gas. But critics say he has moved away 
from democracy by tightening control of 
the courts, parliament and the media. 

The last Soviet president, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, who was named Man of the 
Decade by Time їп 1989 for his world- 
changing reforms, said Putin was a good 
choice for stabilizing the country. 

“If Putin did only that—led the 
country away from the abyss, from di- 
vision and disintegration, that is al- 
ready a historic deed,” Gorbachev told 
Ekho Moskvy radio. 

Putin is the fifth Russian or Soviet lead- 
er to be named Person of the Year—Gor- 
bachey, Andropov, Khrushchev and Stal- 
in, who was named twice. 


Clashes with US 
Russia's return to international sta- 

tus has led to complicated relations be- 

tween Putin and the United States on 

issues including US efforts to pressure 

Tran about its nuclear program. 
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From page Al 

At its last session on Wednesday 
night before going on a monthlong 
break, the House of Representatives 
and the Senate failed to hammer out a 
final version of next years GAA, 
paving the way for the government to 
operate on a reenacted budget in the 
first few months of 2008. 

Andaya was seeking to rebut allega- 
tions by opposition Sen. Panfilo “Ping” 
Lacson that Ms Arroyos “pork” 
amounted to P30 billion, to include 
her intelligence and antipoverty funds, 
P3-billion Kilos Asenso fund, P1-billion 
Kalayaan sa Barangay programs, and 
over-allotment for debt service. 

The budget secretary said Ms Arroyo's 
discretionary fund only amounted to 
P800 million (contingent fund) 
though she also had access to P600 mil- 
lion in intelligence funds tucked away in 
the budget of the Presidential Anti-Or- 
ganized Crime Task Force (РАОСТЕ). 

Ms Arroyo also has a say in the dis- 
bursement of the budget of the Office 
of the President amounting to P5.2 bil- 
lion (the PAOCTF budget is included in 
the OP budget). 

Andaya further claimed that the ad- 
ministration of the P2 billion calamity 
fund had been transferred from the Office 
of the President to the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council, an agency under 
Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro. 

Lacson yesterday asked the Palace to 
account for the unused portions of the 
lawmakers pork barrel as he claimed 
that more than half of the PDAF was be- 
ing pilfered in the form of commissions. 

“What happens to the P200-million 
pork barrel that is not used? Mala- 
cafiang should make a full accounting 
of where this pork barrel goes," Lacson 
said in an interview on dzXL. 


Some senators’ pork withheld 

Malacafiang has withheld the funds 
appropriated for Senators Antonio Tril- 
lanes IV, Rodolfo Biazon, Richard Gor- 
don and Legarda, according to Lacson. 

Lacson said that his staff had fol- 
lowed the trail of a pork barrel alloca- 
tion and discovered that less than 50 
percent of the amount went to the in- 
tended project while the rest went to 
the lawmaker and his cohorts. 

“We really have to monitor this pork 
barrel because it is difficult to see the 
“hocus pocus’ up front,” said Lacson. 

Lacson also claimed that some ип- 
scrupulous senators and congressmen, 
who want to get pork, resort to dis- 
creet insertions in the budgets of fa- 
vored agencies, such as the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways 
and the Department of Interior and Lo- 
cal Government, to get more pork. 

“They talk directly to their beneficia- 
ries in the recipient agencies obviously 
to discuss their commissions,” he said. 

‘The Senate agreed to adopt the two 
antipoverty programs in its version of the 
proposed budget only after rigid safe- 
guards were adopted to check abuses. 


Unconstitutional 

Over dinner with Ingumer editors and 
reporters Wednesday night, Andaya said 
that bloating the total amount of the pro- 
grammed items was “unconstitutional” 
because Congress had no power to in- 
crease the proposed budget submitted by 
the President, 

So as not to increase the total 
amount of the budget, the House panel 
chaired by Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman 
cut by P17.8 billion the appropriation 
for interest payments, which originally 
amounted to P295.75 billion. 

"The House realigned part of the cut to 
other areas, such as a P4.7-billion increase 
to the Department of Health's budget. 

Senators Lacson and Loren Legaida 


“Obviously he's a very intriguing fig- 
ure in modern history" said White 
House spokesperson Dana Perino, who 
otherwise declined to comment on 
Time's selection. 

After meeting Putin for the first time in. 
2001, President George W. Bush said: “I 
looked the man in the eye. I found him to 
be very straightforward and trustworthy" 

But Putin and the White House have 
since clashed in several areas including 
democratic reform in Russia and US plans 
for a missile shield in Eastern Europe. In 
February, Putin accused the United States 
of trying to dominate the world. 


Mocked by Kasparov 

Chess legend and Kremlin political 
opponent Garry Kasparov said the 
magazine's choice followed "the Krem- 
lin's official propaganda." 

Putin taunted Kasparov in an inter- 
view with Time, saying the former chess 
Champion should speak in Russian 
rather than English when in Russia. 

"If you aspire to be a leader of your 
own country, you must speak your own 
language, for God's sake,” Putin said. 

Kasparov ended his long-shot bid for 
Russia's presidency last week, saying 
his challenge had been crushed by 
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said that due to the stronger Philippine 
currency, Malacafiang should cut debt 
service payments and reallocate the 
“savings” for social services. 

Congress can slash, but not add to 
the total amount (P1.227 trillion), said 
Andaya. “You can't increase the budget 
proposal of the President.” 

He said Congress’ authority only 
covered the P770.73 billion represent- 
ing programmed appropriations. 

"They can't touch the Р295.75 billion in 
interest payments and P210.73 billion in 
intemal revenue allotment because they 
are mandated by law" said the budget 
chief, who had held the chairmanship of 
the House appropriations committee sever- 
al times before assuming his current post. 


Additional spending 

Andaya said reallocating any cuts 
from interest payments would trans- 
late into additional spending. 

"(The insertion has) legal problems 
and fiscal risks because you don't have 
the cash to pay for the P17 billion. 
Where will you get the money for 
this?" he said at a press conference. 

He said the increase in the budget of 
the agriculture sector that the Senate 
had been asking for had already been 
included in the budget submitted by 
Ms Arroyo to Congress, along with in- 
creases in the budgets of the education 
and health departments. 

“This early, we are giving the signal 
already about what action [Mala- 
cafiang] might take if they insist,” An- 
daya said, warning that Ms Arroyo 
might be forced to veto the budget bill 
if Congress insisted on the insertion. 


Veto an option 

Expressing disgust over the budget 
deadlock, Malacafiang threatened to 
serap the budget bill for 2008 after the 
House effectively padded the proposed 
new programmed appropriations by ав 
much as P17.8 billion. 

"Thats an option,” said Andaya 
when asked if President Macapagal- 
Arroyo would veto the budget bill. 

He asked Congress to reconsider its 
move by restoring the P17 billion to 
the debt service appropriation. 

"Even if President Arroyo signs the 
budget bill today, we can't beat the 
Dec. 31 deadline," he said. 

Ms Arroyo has 30 days to come up with 
a" veto message" on the final version to be 
submitted by the bicameral conference 
committee and duly ratified by both 
chambers of Congress, Andaya said. 

But if she decides to sign it, the law 
requires a 15-day publication period 
before the new budget can take effect. 


De Venecia: Cut off pork 

Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. said 
Malacafang's supposed "pork barrel" 
in the proposed 2008 budget should be 
сш if Lacson's reading of the Palace al- 
locations proved accurate. 

“It should be scaled down to тоге 
manageable levels," De Venecia said. 

Asked what a "manageable" level 
would be for Palace funds, De Venecia 
said: "That's what we have to look into 
and discuss." 

De Venecia expressed confidence that 
the Senate and the House panels as well as 
the administration and opposition coali- 
tions would reach an agreement so that 
the proposed САА could be enacted by 
early next year or “sometime in February” 

He appeared resigned to the reen- 
actment of the budget for at least the 
first two months of the year. 

"The Constitution has a mechanism 
to prevent paralysis when the budget 
has yet to be passed and that is the 
reenactment of the (previous year’s) 
budget,” De Venecia said. With a re- 
port from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Kremlin meddling. 

Putin also said Russia wanted to bea 
close ally of the United States but that 
Washington did not treat it as an 
equal. 


Abit of a savage 

“Sometimes we get the impression 
that America does not need friends” 
but only “auxiliary subjects to com- 
mand," Putin said. 

Asked if he'd like to correct any 
American misconceptions about Rus- 
sia, Putin told Time: “I don't believe 
these are misconceptions. I think this is 
a purposeful attempt by some to create 
an image of Russia based on which one 
could influence our internal and for- 
eign policies. 

“This is the reason why everybody is 
made to believe ... (Russians) are a lit- 
Че bit savage still or they just climbed 
down from the trees, you know, and 
probably need to have .. the dirt 
washed out of their beards and hair." 

Like Bush, Putin identifies terrorism. 
as a key threat of the 21st century, but 
declined to label the threat Islamic say- 
ing that "radicals ... can be found in 
any environment.” Reports from 
Reuters, AP and AFP 
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No more oil price hikes this year 


By Abigail L. Ho 

recouped from consumers. 
MOTORISTS HAVE REASON TO 
cheer this holiday season: Oil 
firms have committed not to ad- 
just prices—at least for the rest of 
the year. 

Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp. country chair Edgar Chua 
and Petron Corp. chair Nicasio 
Alcantara said in separate inter- 
views that there would be no 
price movements, whether up- 
ward or downward, for 2007. 

“More or less there will be no 
movements in oil prices. Every- 


Last increase 


October, Dubai crude price was 


time as to when this would be 


Fuel prices last moved almost 
two weeks ago, with oil firms 
jacking up gasoline, diesel and 
kerosene prices by 50 centavos 
a liter and liquefied petroleum 
gas prices by P1.12 а kilogram. 

According to data from the De- 
partment of Energy, the regional 
benchmark Dubai crude slightly 
dropped to $84.93 a barrel in the 
first 19 days of December from 
$86.87 a barrel last month. In 


average price was placed at only 
$88.71 in October. 

MOPS-based diesel likewise 
went down to an average of 
$108.03 a barrel in the Dec. 1- 
19 period, from an average of 
$110.19 a barrel last month. 
October's average was placed at 
$95.47 a barrel. 


LPG at all-time high 

The international contract 
price of LPG rose to an all-time 
high of $877.50 per metric ton 
(MT) in December, $130 higher 
than the November contract 


price of $747.50 per MT. 


This fuel price hike was the 17th 
for gasoline for a total of P9.50 a 
litez the 14th for diesel for a total 
of P7 a liter, and also the 14th for 
kerosene for a total of P7.50 a liter. 

Since the start of the year, LPG 
prices have risen 15 times for a to- 
tal of P12.88 a kilo, but have also 
gone down seven times for a total 
ofP3.36a kilo, including VAT. 

The price of premium unleaded 
gasoline ranged between Р42.53 
and P45.77 a liter; diesel, be- 
tween P35.41 and P38.53 a liter; 
‘kerosene, between P39.80 and 
P44.30 a liter; 11-kilogram LPG 
cylinder, between P594 and P650. 


Acer recommends Windows Vista® 
Home Premium 


thing depends on market forces 
right now, so if market forces 
don't dictate the need to move, 
prices will be kept at current 
levels," Chua told reporters. 
The oil firm, however, still 
had to recover around 50 cen- 
tavos to P1 a liter for diesel, he 
said, without giving a specific 


Esperanza D. Jones; 89 


ESPERANZA РАСОҮСОҮ 
Jones died on Dec. 15 after 
suffering a heart attack. She 
was 89. 

Her 


pegged at $77.12a barrel. 

The price of unleaded gasoline 
based on the Mean of Platts Sin- 
gapore (MOPS) benchmark for 
refined petroleum products fell 
to an average of $97.52 a barrel 
as of Dec. 19 from the November 
average of $100.29 a barrel. The 
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Merville subdivision chapel in 
Parafiaque City. The 10 a.m. fu- 
neral Mass will bé followed by 
cremation at Manila Memorial 
Park in Parafiaque. 


Need to get a cool stuff this Holiday Season? 


Get a FREE Nike 3-in-1 Cuff Watch for every purchase of 
Acer desktop and notebook from December 15, 2007- 
January 31, 2008 at any participating Acer reseller 
nationwide. 


remains lie at the 


THE Дану Gos EL 


Friday December 21, 2007 
3rd Week of Advent 
Peter Canisius. 
Ist Reading: 
Gospel: 

Mary then set out for a town in the Hills of Judah. She entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary's greeting, the baby leapt in her womb. Elizabeth was filled with 
holy spirit, and giving a loud ery, said, “You are most blessed among 
Women and blessed is the fruit of your womb! How is it that the moth- 
er of my Lord comes to me? The moment your greeting sounded in my 
ears, the baby within me suddenly leapt for joy. Blessed are you who 
believed that the Lord's word would come true!” 

Commentary 
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Mary goes to Jerusalem in haste (running for her life for help from 
Elizabeth). She greets her, "Peace be with you!”—the Easter proclama- 
tion of the gospel. This is the Word of the Lord in Mary coming to an- 
mounce his presence in the world to the one who goes before him—the 
voice: John in the womb of Elizabeth. God is loose in the world—now 
there are four who know the presence of God with us. The Spirit ricochets 
back and forth among the four of them. Our God comes to us in the 
Word—do we bring this Word to all we meet, in our need? And do we 
соте to each other's aid, in the spirit and in the flesh? This is visita- 
tion—our God is always coming towards us. Can we see? 

Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi S, UP Village, Diliman, Quezon City, UP 
BO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; E-mail 
спот ога; Websites: htrp://wwwbible.claret.org (Claretion Publications) & 
пагро Леля larephilippines org (Claretian Missionaries in the Philippines) 


‘ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 
for CARWASH BUSINESS 


а Ерс 5 
124 239.500] тенет ewe he пы Markt 


INDUSTRIAL HIGH PRESSURE WASHER UP TO 7000 PSI AVAILABLE 
jar Crodit Cards Accoptod. Deforred Payments Up To 24 Mos. 


vin Vie wie wir. vie Vie vie vie ie vie Nie Vie vie vie wie vir 


| 


ЕВЕ АЛЛА А ЗАЛА WIA йл aA. 


Aspire 13600 
SRP: 55,900 (4,658.33/mo. X 12 mos.) 
with Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista? Home Premium, 


powered by Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor Technology 
with Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor E6320 


Fighter meme Fay 150 a БРОВИ sae mcr р 


оды eere espa from 5 НЕ (82031PY75 He (82030) t 2 юч x 


араа kw detorton fequency sory fr acte TOGA 


Split Type Wall Mounted 


1hp-P16,500 


p-P 30,000, dhp-P43,000 


GET MORE VALUF FOR MONEY WITH ў 
TEE ACER PRODUCTS: 
Cusp fea cow ee мз э) 


ЕЕ 3 months unlimited WHF access 
courtesy of Airborne Access 

= Get a 20% discount on special Microsoft 
Press Bock Voucher on selected Fully Booked 
branches (on notebook modes wath 
Windows Vista® oniy) 

+ Get a Php 5,000 rebate discount on 
selected Acer notebooks 

FREE Nike Cuff Watch on all Acer Notebooks 

% interest on 12 months payment 

instalment scheme 


T». 


EURCGRANI 


Y 20% discount on special Microsoft 
Press Book Voucher on selected Fully Booked 
branches (оп desktop models with 
Windows Vista® oniy) 

+ FREE Nike Cuff Watch 

1 0% interest on 12 months payment 
instalment scheme 


Centrino 


Duo 


ai | 
Hos Deals, 


Core'2 Duo 
Promo valid from Dec. 15- Jan. 31, 2007. inside" 
Sees for ul model nep. 
талун ond complere dial. 


ES 


ЕЕ 
EL edi 


ore Das 
Bridge Distribution, Inc. 
Meriton Distribution, Inc. 
MISLECS Philippines, inc. 
Techtron Systems Corp. 


EH DU 

КЕЁ И ты. No: 781-0591 to 34 
mr Tel: No: 634-7959 

Tel: No: 688-3333 

Tel: мо: 734.5235 to 36/744-5391 


COPYTRADE: 


749.8155 to 56 + 781.3472 + 749.8216 
Copytrade Bldg. 550 M.F. Jnocson St, Sampaloc, Manila 


p 5nm"——-—— E 
Se rea tae Company Gas Combi Da «Cong Computes» болуса" 


| 
Ere ET 


‘Aimee rc Goer Premium Logit 


> 


PSN, Sa ae 
Wine SELECTION OF SF OMF 


BONES 
299. T me OD APE SO ie i s, 
Cubao, Quezon Су (Telephone No ЭУ, Sd hoor Pedro G Wing Robinsons Place, Браца Telephone 


2. #8ETTER PEOPLE, No. 302-0418) sth Floor, Building A. SM Mega Mall (Telephone No. 633-3261), Park. 
lega 
миш (Telephone No. 753-7066), Sid Поог Festival Mall, Alabang Telephone No. У www behringer com| 
IN 


Egi BETTER JOBS [NOW OFE (NECTICUT CARPARK GREENHILLS SHOPPING CENTER, 
a n 


(lavable опу И mary bare pad fal 


hra EXEUNT ШАШ) 


eros Ac ne pa ene Aene ва туноп adm at Aent he Calmon: Ce mae, Comin, Сени 
ore, co i, le aC oe a d sons D ти бынын d 
Sars icm Seer ne uss Sc bebo Sony Copan ON 
к= 


La! 
aN 


YOUR ~ Gu 
SCONNECTIONTO 2 


are 1 Ayala Center, 


[Де] 


Adboard ce 


From page Al 


complaint filed by the Philippine D: 
quirer, one of the two other papers de; 
in the disputed ad, the other being the Manila. 
Bulletin, 
In a ruling dated Dec. 6, the Adboard cit- 
ed the "absence of data to support the 
in the ad, which came out 
carried the headline: "More 
are reaching consumers 
through the Philippine Star than any other 
or daily." 
terisk pointed the reader to a low 
that Fe: e Nielsen Medi 
search Print Advertising Information S 
shows that when it comes to advertisir 
have a bigger slice of the pie than the other 
major newspapers 
it, according to a complaint filed on be 
half of the Inouiten by ad firm McCann Erick: 
son, the Ni s quoted in the ad re- 


ferred specifically to the Stars ad rev. 


e g consumers 

; only that more ad space is 
purchased. The data is inaccurately present- 
ed and done so in a misleading mann 
complaint sai 


INQUIRER reaches more people 


Inquirer and the 
actual reade 

In the study 
which paper they 


INQUIRER scored 


46.85 percent, and the Star, 42.29 
cent. 

‘The board, through its Advertising Content 
Regulation Committee (ACRC), ruled that 
the unsubstantiated headline—"More adver- 

s are reaching ...” violated Sec. 1.16, Art. 
W of the Code. 
That section governing ad “presentation” 


arding the ad 
products or 


ertisements contain spe 
ing the company or its 

h claims must be 
d subject to substantiation in 


gular product or зет. 
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vice advertisements." 
Also, the ACRC upheld the Ino 
w about the disparaging im: 
Star ad. 


Bigger slice? 

The ad’s main v a top-view shot of 
three people sharing a small round table 
and each reading a different newspaper. 
From thi the papers’ main 
folds (or what in books would be cal 
the "spine") join at the table's cer 

e the top edge of the pages cl 
form a three-point star, thus dividin 
tabletop into three ina 
graph 


perspective 


sible) had opened his 
der than the others, th 

more he table or h 

slice of the pie." Th 


two other papers 
and the Manila Bulletin, a 


nsures Star for making false clai 


able by their runners. 


be consi 
riticize 
character 
packaging, ingr 
sentation 
an indir 
ie INQUIRE 
lusion of the tv 
leading" ad had 
mance despite both 
readership than the 


fonts used. 

ion of the other major 
deemed violative of 
o Code." 

lo.ad may disparage а 
etproduct) or indirect 
stitute) to make the 
orable. Advertising is 
-Htisparaging if it dis- 
ls, demeans, insults, 
ubr on their benefits, 
ce;form (e.g., shape, 
Тегс.), function, im- 
erty or mnemonic de- 
йй; layout, copy, visual 
igle SFX) ofa competi- 
otitor" 

int argued that the in- 
er papers in the "mis- 
oubts" on their perfor- 
‘them having a higher 
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clare these days as special non- 
working holidays,” said Severo 
“Nonoy” Catura, an undersecretary 
in the Office of the Executive Secre- 
tary. 

The option of granting long holi- 
days to employees in the private 
sector rests with employers, said 
Catura. 

Just like in the government, it's 
up to employers or heads of offices 
to decide whether to come up with 
a skeletal force in the afternoon of 
Dec. 23, he said. 


Special nonworking day 

The government has declared 
Dec. 24 (Monday) a special non- 
working day under Presidential 
Proclamation No. 1211. 

Christmas Day is a regular holi- 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2007 . Y] 


Oops! Palace clarifies long 


Dec. 31 (New Year's Eve) is a na- 
tionwide special holiday under Re- 
public Act No. 9492. 

This clarification came after Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said at his regular press conference 
Wednesday that a long Christmas 
holiday and a long New Year holi- 
day awaited employees. 


Back to work Dec. 26 

Ermita said that the long Christ- 
mas holiday—at least for state em- 
ployees who do not go to work on 
weekends—would start on Dec. 22 
(Saturday) and end on Tuesday 
(Dec. 25). 

Employees in government and 
private offices are expected to be at 
‘work on Dec. 26 (Wednesday) until 
Dec. 28 (Friday), he said. 

For government workers—ex- 
cept those in vital departments and 


A charcoal maker carries her child in a garbage dump where 
hundreds live and make aliving recycling wastein Tondo. жалы; | day, so is Dec. 30 (Rizal Day) and agencies—the four-day New Year 


New Year's Day. 


432290 


holiday begins on Dec. 29 (Satur- 


day) and ends on Jan. 1 (Tuesday). 


200 percent 

Under the Labor Code, employ- 
ers must pay those who report for 
work on legal holidays 200 percent 
of the daily rate of their employees. 

On special holidays, employers 
must pay an additional 30 percent 
over the regular rate. 

The President may declare other 
special holidays from time to time. 

‘The legal holidays are Jan. 1 (New 
Year), April 9 (Bataan Day), May 1 
(Labor Day), Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, June 12 (Independence Day), 
Aug. 31 (National Heroes Day), the 
end of Ramadan, Nov. 1 (All Saints’ 
Day), Nov. 30 Bonifacio Day), Christ- 
mas Day and Dec. 30. 

Considered special holidays are 
Aug. 21 (Ninoy Aquino Day), Nov. 
1, Election Day, Dec. 24, Dec. 31 
(New Year's Eve) and Black Satur- 
day. 
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Writ of Esperon 


N CHARACTERISTIC FASHION, THE ARROYO AD- 
| ES js testing the waters for a controversial 
decision-in-the-making. After a troubled and trou- 
bling tradition of revolving-door appointments to the cru- 
cial ‘position of Armed Forces chief of staff, it is now 
poised—or, rather, it is positioning itself—to extend the 
appointment of Gen. Hermogenes Esperon. 
The Arroyo way of testing the wa- 
EDITORIAL 


ters is to make like a duck: to float 

serenely above the water, but to pad- 
dle furiously under it. The idea that Esperon, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's loyal comrade-in-arms, should be giv- 
en more time at the helm of the military is being peddled 
actively by persons allied with the President, but at the 
same time it is being actively denied by other allies—with 
Ms Arroyo herself observing a duck-like nonchalance. 

It is clear, of course, that the President enjoys the privi- 
lege of extending the term of the AFP chief if necessity 
dictates or policy requires. It is a privilege, however, that 
is attended by a bodyguard of responsibilities. Foremost 
of these is the duty to make the extension serve the na- 
tional interest. It is difficult to see any extension of Esper- 
on’s term in this light. 

Esperon has shown his Commander in Chief utmost fi- 
delity, especially. when as Army commander he stopped 
another episode of misguided military adventurism in 
February 2006. He has also played a leading role in the 
AFP’s deliberately heavy-handed treatment of both the 
July 2003 mutineers and the February 2006 adventurists. 

But overriding loyalty to the Commander in Chief is the 
quality one looks for in a commander of the presidential 
guard (which, in fact, Esperon was). The AFP chief of 
staff, however, must piace both the national interest and 
the interest of the military as the protector of democracy 
above that of the President. This is exactly the thing that 
Esperon has failed to do. 

He has not risen above his formative experience as 
commanding officer of the Palace guard. He has failed, 
despite his unremitting effort to rid the ranks of military 
messiahs-in-the-making, to de-politicize the military. 

Ina word, he has acted as a partisan. 

Under his term, Esperon has also failed to stop the 
spree of politically motivated killings that will forever 
haunt his Commander in Chief's legacy. Indeed, he has 
gone out of his way to spite the United Nations special 

. rapporteur, who was invited by the Arroyo administration 
to conduct an investigation into the killings. Like that of 
the controversial ex-general Jovito Palparan, Esperon’s 
name will be linked to the killings for all time—if only be- 
cause he remains, to this day, aggressively in denial. 

His partisan defensiveness against UN delegate Philip 
Alston is part of a pattern of truculence in matters of jus- 
tice and obsequiousness. Consider the legal or political 
battles over the Mayuga report, over the Jonas Burgos 
case, over the Peninsula Manila incident—indeed, over 
the damaging disclosures in the Hello Garci tapes. 

This track record does not inspire confidence that, if an 
Over-assertive Executive instructs the armed services to do 
the non-democratic thing, its chief of staff will stand up for 
the nation’s true interest. Extending Esperon’s term will 
definitely be good for President Arroyo's interests and it 
would be her very own version of the Supreme Court's writ 
of amparo. We can't say, however, that it will be good for 
that of the military or of the nation as a whole. 


‘Over-godfather’ 


I T LOOKS LIKE THE PRESIDENTIAL QUESTION IN RUSSIA HAS 


been solved as Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev clearly 
became the overwhelmingly favorite candidate after support 
from President Vladimir Putin and the United Russia party. There is 
по reason to believe that the Russians themselves won't choose him 

asthe country’s next president in the March election. 
Putin will continue to be the Russian godfa- 


FOREIGN ther He sidestepped intelligence circles and 
chose Medvedev who is accomplished in softer is- 
COMMENT sues. The Russian word “medved” means bear. 


However, Medvedev is more like a teddy than an 
angry grizzly that has been woken from its winter slumbers. Medvedev 
will try to be the godfather of a better future Russia, but the godfather 
will himself have a godfather. This over-godfather is Vladimir Putin, 
‘whose future occupation is still surrounded by speculation. 

Something however was revealed when Medvedev suggested in a 
TV appearance that Putin should become the prime minister 
Medvedev would not say what Putin should do without the latter's 
permission. Ilta-Sanomat (Helsinki, Finland) 
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MALACANANG MAKES SUDDEN DECISIONS 
every day merely to make President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo survive the disappointment, nay, 
anger of the people. Yesterday, she ordered the 
release of a number of prisoners aged 70 and 
above, a couple of days after the scandal over 
the almost premature (and unauthorized?) ге- 
lease of convicted pedophile former Rep. 

Romeo Jalosjos, an event that infuriated the 
public. The sudden pardon granted to septua- 
genarian prisoners is obviously to support the 
yarn that Jalosjos was being released not be- 
Cause of anything else but because he is near- 
ing 70, and that he was almost released last 
Dec. 16 because of “an error in computation.” 

T don't understand the “error in computa- 
tion" story, unless the prison officials who did it 
flunked their arithmetic class in grade school. 
It is very clear that Jalosjos will turn 70 only in 
2010, the same year the President has to leave 
Malacafiang and, many people hope, take the 
place of Jalosjos in Munti. 

No, the real reason must have been that 
Jalosjos was promised early freedom in ex- 
‘change for his political support in his district 
during the elections and the convicted rapist 
expected to collect on this promise. Some offi 
Clals' heads in the Bureau of Prisons must roll, 
if not for connivance with Jalosjos, at least for 
incompetence in arithmetic. 

As it has turned out, Jalosjos does not de- 
serve to be released, not now, not in 2010, not 
even when he turns 70. Executive clemency is 
granted to prisoners who have shown remorse 
for their crime, who are contrite, and who have 
been rehabilitated in prison. Thé reasons for 
putting convicts behind bars are: first, so that 
they will pay their debt to society; second, so 
that they will not be able to repeat their crime; 
and third, so they will reform and come out as 
better members of society. 

As Jalosjos has shown by his recent behavior, 
he has not shown remorse, he is not contrite, he 
is not sorry for raping that girl, he has not been 
rehabilitated and he has not reformed. He is still 
arrogant, claiming he is no longer a prisoner. He 
even threatened to sue the government if he is 
not released immediately. What cheek! 


‘The prisoners we should be sorry for are 
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the animals confined in rescue centers, 
mostly dogs and cats. They have not com- 
mitted any crime; it is their owners who 
have—by not taking care of them and let- 
ting them loose and fend for themselves. It 
is their masters who should be behind bars, 
not the innocent animals. 

These animals would be dead by now if 
not for animal rescue centers such as the 
Philippine Animal Rescue Center of the 
Philippine Animal Welfare Society. PAWS 
rescues abandoned dogs and cats, rehabili- 
tates and trains them to be good family pets, 
and offers them for adoption by responsible 
families. Here's a Christmas poem that may 
convince you to adopt one: 

"Тв the night before Christmas and all 
through the town, 

every shelter is full—we are lost, but not 
found. 

Our numbers are hung on our kennels so 
bare, 
we hope every minute that someone will 
care. 

They'll come to adopt us and give us the 


“Come here, Max and Sparkie—come 
fetch your new ball!” 

But now we sit here and think of the days 

we were treated so fondly—we had cute, 
baby ways. 


Once we were little, then we grew and we 


Now we're no longer young and we're no 
longer new. 

So out the back door we were thrown like 
the trash. 

They reacted so quickly—why were they so 
rash? 

We “jump on the children,” "don't come 
when they call,” 


we “bark when they leave us,” “climb over 
the wall.” 

We should have been neutered, we should 
have been spayed, 

now we suffer the consequence of the er- 
rors THEY made. 

Ifonly they'd trained us, if only we knew, 

we'd have done what they asked us and 
worshiped them, too. 

We were left in the backyard, or worse, let 
toroam. 

Now we're tired and lonely and out of a 
home. 

They dropped us off here and they kissed 
us goodbye... 

"Maybe someone else will give you a try.” 

So now here we are, all confused and alone 

in a shelter with others who long for a 
home. 

The kind workers come through with a 
meal and a pat, 

it so many to care for, they can’t stay to 

chat. 

They move to the next kennel, giving each 
of us cheer... 

we know that they wonder how long we'll 
behere. 

We lay down to sleep and sweet dreams fill 
our heads 

of a home filled with love and our own 
cozy beds. 

Then we wake to see sad eyes, brimming 
with tears— 

our friends filled with emptiness, worry, 
and fear. 

If you can't adopt us and there's по room 
at the inn— 

could you help with the bills and fill our 
food bin? 

We count on your kindness each day of the 
year— 

can you give more than hope to everyone 
here? 

Please make a donation to pay for the 
heat... 

and help get us something special to eat. 
qo The shelter that cares for us wants us to 

ive, 
and more of us will, if more people will 


give. 
—Author Unknown 


Dissident thoughts in a Siena monastery 


WHENEVER I VISIT ITALY AND SEE THE MAG- 
nificent cathedrals and their artwork, I marvel 
at the sublime expressions of faith that Catholi- 
cism has inspired. Believers centuries ago built. 
the soaring "duomo" with ancient stones and 
machines. They carved rocks into exquisite 
shapes, and in thé "Pieta" used cold marble to 
depict the depth of a mother's sadness over her 
son's pre-ordained sacrifice. They painted elab- 
orate frescoes on walls and intricate designs on 
sky-high ceilings. I relived that awe during my 
recent visit over the past two weeks. 

Then I entered a beautiful meeting room in 
Siena where I would give a lecture, and our host 
said that some time in the past, in that chamber, 
they held the trials of the Holy Inquisition. Isud- 
denly imagined the robed elders of my Church 
torturing heretics into forced confessions. I can 
now recall that scene from the movie “Goya,” 
where a bishop was asked what was the value of 
а confession extracted under pain and duress. 
‘And the bishop answered: If you were telling 
the truth, God would help you endure the pain. 

How can my religion produce such beautiful 
art on walls and inflict such monstrosities on 
humans and their logic? How can it preach the 
upliftment of the spirit and the denigration of 
our mortal selves at the same time? How did the 
minds of our Church leaders reconcile the ven- 
eration of the heavens and the degradation of 
the things of the earth? How could they, when 
they practiced a religion that sets itself apart 
from others in that it celebrates The Word Made 
Flesh, the divine incarnate in human form? 

My wife and I spent some days last week in a 
former Carmelite monastery in Siena, and while 
these places usually induce me into a contempla- 
tive mood, this time instead, amid the tasteful 
design and architecture, I was provoked into dis- 
sident thoughts. What does it mean to be a 
Catholic in the Third World today? To be more 
precise, what should a well-fed Catholic do amid 
the squalor and inhumanity that surround him? 

Does it mean that I should mention God's 
name every 10 seconds? 1 once asked a col- 
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league: What time is lunch? She said: Irs at 12 
moon, God willing. 1 asked: Whats on the 
menu? Answer: Adobo and sinigang, God will- 
ing. Sure, my faith teaches me that everything. 
happens according to His Will, but ma 
whether I eat adobo or I eat sinigang, He prefers 
toleave for me to choose. I don't imagine God to 
‘want to decide everything. In fact, I recall one 
religion cass where 1 was taught that He gave 
us free will, and that was the one lesson that 1 
have sort of remembered all these years (after 
forgetting all the other lessons). Maybe in fact 
He wants us to take charge of our communities, 
our planet, and truly “live life in ай its fullness.” 
Does it mean that I should give alms to the 
beggars knocking on my car window? Sure a few 
pesos will always help them, but isn't that too 
cheap a way to salve my conscience? Isn't it just a 
way for me to feel less guilty that I eat while the 
children of peasants starve, and that 1 live in my 
‘own home while the children of construction 
workers are homeless? Indeed, having just 
stayed in a Carmelite "chiostre isn't it proof of 
being socially cloistered that I encounter suffer- 
ing only at trafic lights and intersections, and 
that my world is otherwise so neat and orderly? 
Is it better to go out and engage in transfor- 
mative work? Perhaps I should leave the cash- 
giving to those with oodles of cash, and instead 
focus on work that I'm better at, like teaching 
and writing? Yet isn't thar the occupational con- 
ceit of intellectual workers, that they actually 
have an impact on the world? Maybe activists 
are just deluding themselves that they truly 
make a difference; after all, having first become 
a student activist more than 30 years ago, what 


do I have to show for it? Have we improved the 
human condition one whit? Professors like me 
fool themselves into that they are 
“shaping the hearts and minds” of the next gen- 
eration. Maybe as a UP professor, all 1 do is just 
teach lessons, check papers and give grades? 
That, in its zen-bareness, and nothing more. 

These inner contradictions are sharper for 
those of us in the Third World, Technology has 
made hunger obsolete. In First World societies, 
to be obese is а sign of poverty, yet hereabouts, 
it is a sign of prosperity and upward mobility. 
Filipinos starve not because we lack food but 
because wealth is not distributed fairly. 

For me, the most glaring embodiment of the 
Third World dilemma is the gym. Yes, those hi 
tech cathedrals of physical workouts. Get this: 
Ina country where children beg at night under 
the rain and rejoice if you give them P10, 
where some students skip meals just to get 
through the day or skip class altogether on 
days when there is not enough baon—in sucha 
country there are people who pay a thousand 
ог two each month in membership dues to 
sweat in air-conditioned rooms and use up 
electricity to run on treadmills—and then ride 
cars to go to and from the gym. 

Sure, I understand. Tropical weather makes 
gyms convenient if not necessary. What 1 won- 
der about is how comfortable we are with that 
fact, how casually we can talk about First 
World luxuries while Third World realities lurk 
just a few meters away. The fault lies in the way 
we have organized ourselves, and the way we 
have come to accept a condition with extremes 
of wealth and poverty. 

I do not mean to ruin your Christmas mood 
by reminding you of those who have litle to 
cheer about this season, lest I behave like those 
medieval clerics who thought that being a spoil- 
sport was the way of the divine. In the spiri of 

season I recall the words of Max Ehrmann's 
“Desiderata”: “With all its sham, ат апі 
broken dreams, it is stilla beautiful world. Be 
cheerful. Strive to be happy" 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE CALL TO REVIVE THE AN- 
ti-subversion Law (RA 1700), President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo tried to update the 50-year-old legis- 
lation by putting itin the context of war on terror- 
ism. She brushed up the law as a weapon to end 
the 39-year communist insurgency. She branded 
the armed communists as terrorists" who are “a 
threat to the sovereignty of the nation and must 
be checked once and for all." 

Following the repeal of RA 1700, the successor 
legislation (RA 7636) legalized the Communist 
Party of the Philippines and its affiliate organiza- 
tions, opening up the political system for their 
participation in electoral democracy. 

The President framed the proposed revival of 
RA 1700 in the terrorist context to make it appear 
that it has moved past the shadows of the Cold 
War. The war on terrorism is an upshot of the 
9/11 terrorist bombing of the New York World 
‘Trade Center. The response of democratic soci- 
eties to the threat of terrorism has been to restrict 
political liberties, which are the cornerstone of 
liberal democratic societies. 

At the writers’ festival in Melbourne last Aug. 
31, the Age newspaper published an edited ex- 
tract from the recent book of A.C. Grayling, pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Birbeck, University of Lon- 
don, titled "The Story of the Struggles for Liberty 
and Rights that Made the Modern West.” 
Grayling was guest at the festival. 

Grayling’s new book warns against the illiberal 
response of democracies to the terrorist attacks 
blamed on Islamic terrorists. He points out that 

# during the Cold Wer, when the threat that faced 
1; liberal polities consisted of attacks by enemy 
ЈЕ armies, "the reaction was to have soldiers and nu- 
| clear weapons and fighter aircraft ready in re- 
turn; it was reasonably clear where lay the ine in 
the sand that the enemy must not step over." That 
threat and that "kind of preparedness were too 
familiar . .. it was for this the world made its 
preparations and, having done so, achieved a cer- 
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tain comfort and stability behind the ensuing ar- 
moured lines.” 

“Terrorism is wholly different,” he says. “It is 
insidious, secret, unpredictable, treacherous; it 
comes as much from within a given society as 
from outside it; it targets unsuspecting innocents 
in the course of their daily lives. It is crime on a 
monstrous scale, aiming at nothing less than 
mass murder and wholesale disruption of social 
and economic life. 

“Moreover, its association with strongly held 
religious belief complicates matters vastly, be- 
cause whereas liberal societies are painfully anx- 
ious to respect the sensitivities of religious mi- 
norities, to show them a maximum of friendly 
апа concessive tolerance, and thus to give them 
all the freedom they need to exist and flourish in 
their own ways, those very freedoms allow the re- 
ligious minorities to breed among themselves 
the paradoxical enemies of the freedom and tol 
erance that permit them to arise.” 

The book continues: "Perhaps, worse still is 
what liberal societies may do to themselves in the 
face of this new threat. They begin, by small but 
dangerous increments, to cease to be as liberal as 
they once were. They begin to restrict their hard- 
won rights and freedoms as a protection against 
the criminal minority who attempts (and as we 
thus see, by forcing liberty to commit suicide, suc- 
ceed in doing so) to terrorize society. 

“In a curious way, liberalism's efforts to restrict 
its own liberties are made according to the liberal 
principle that no minority must be singled out. 


Lanterns and a dancing 


“IS THIS YOUR FIRST AND LAST LANTERN PA- 
rade, гоо?” asked Amina Rasul when we chanced 

} upon each other at UP Diliman's Quezon Hall. 
Amina was with her mother, Sen. Santanina Ra- 
sul, and it was still some hours before the parade 
was to begin, 

decided to stay and watch the parade not only 
because, after bringing my daughter Miya to UR 
the traffic would have left me with little time to 
shop in the malls, but also because this is her last 
year in UR and she would no longer have a reason 
to brave the crowds for this annual tradition. Thad 
heard her stories about the Lanter Parade 
through the years (and her extreme disappoint- 
ment when it was suddenly “cancelled” last year), 
and had wondered what all the fuss was about, not 
having studied in UP in my undergraduate years. 
At least 1 had this excuse. Amina is a UP graduate 
and she laughingly conceded, "I don’t know why it 
never occurred to me to watch the Lantern Parade 
while Iwas studying here!” 

So there we were, two Lantern Parade “virgins,” 
positioning ourselves on plastic chairs as the tiers 
slowly filled with students, faculty, alumni and 
families. Miya found her friends among the early 
comers and they busied themselves playing Fris- 
bee as we waited for the Parade to begin. 

‘The Parade was heralded by a brass band and 

the march of university officials, led by UP Diliman 
chancellor Sergio Cao. (UP president Emerlinda 
Roman arrived midway through the Parade.) The 
first entries, representing different colleges and or- 
ganizations, seemed rather tame and safe, belying 
Up's reputation for edgy, daring aesthetics. About 
the most memorable was the dance number from 
the College of Library Science and Information 
Services, with the teachers posing as the “briefcase 
giris” of a popular game show, though they held 
books in place of briefcases. 
AS the sky darkened, the stakes grew higher, 
the parols got bigger and more intricate, There 
were many references to “Oble,” the UP com- 
munity's fond nickname for the Oblation that 
has become the university's symbol. 

Опе homage had a multi-colored Oble sur- 
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rounded by 100 tiny parols, in celebration of 
‘UP’s centennial next year. Another lantern 
simply had the number 100 arranged around а 
rendering of the college's vision of the future. 
The College of Architecture had, expectedly, a 
scale-model of a futuristic building represent- 
ing the university's past, present and future. 

Highly anticipated was the entry of the Col- 
lege of Human Kinetics, which opened with a 
parade of athletes, many of them wearing 
medals and bearing trophies won in various 
‘competitions. Indeed, their parol took the 
form of a giant gold medal. 

But even more anticipated was the UP Pep 
Squad, which won back first place honors at 
the UAAP cheerdance competition this year. 
Breathtaking indeed was the performance, 
with cheer dancers tossed high in the air or 
held aloft by their teammates, and so palpable. 
was the energy that you could feel it in waves 
even high up in our seats. 

In contrast to all that energy was the quiet 
dignity of the lanterns of the Asian Center, 
which bore touches of our Asian neighbors, 
from a lantern in the shape of a minaret, and 
another with the distinct Indonesian roofline. 
EVERY year, so I'm told, the most exciting part of 
the Parade are the entries of the College of Fine 
Arts, which has been elevated to the status of 
“Най of Famer” because it had romped away with 
the prizes with such regularity it was decided 
they needed to be out of the competition to give 
other colleges and organizations a chance. 

But not even the prospect of going winless 
could dampen the creativity and ingenuity of the 
artists, with the college deciding this year to pay 


‘Thus, even if it were known that all would-be ter- 
rorists sprang from a small group within a small 
minority in society, it would be illiberal to impose 
restrictions just on them to protect the rest of so- 
ciety, on the grounds that this would be unfair 
and discriminatory. As а result, society as a whole 
is brought under the liberty-restricting regime. 

“In the US, the Orwellianly named Patriot Act 
and, in Britain, moves to introduce identity cards, 
to restrict freedom of speech, to limit immigra- 
tion and to introduce longer periods of imprison- 
ment without trial are among the liberty-under- 
mining measures that these states—both in the 
vanguard of the free world—have introduced in 
response to perceived terrorist threat. 

“When in 1940 Britain faced the imminence of 
invasion ... its government enacted some tempo- 
тагу security measures—temporarily, note—such 
as identity cards and restrictions on the freedom. 
of speech and the press. 

"Now, in the face of a far lesser threat, the 
greatest among the Western liberal democracies 
are enacting permanent legislation of an even 
more draconian kind. 

“[It is) eminently worth reminding ... that the 
rights and liberties that have made every ordi- 
nary Western citizen the equal of a 16th-century 
aristocrat were very, very hard won. 

"The point I urge is that all the efforts towards 
securing the rights and freedoms we enjoy (still 
enjoy, almost, although they are beginning to fray 
and diminish) cost blood and took centuries. It dis- 
honors those who fought for them to forget that 
fact, and it does us no credit to be careless of what 
was thus won. My hope is that understanding 
what it cost—seeing our past five centuries as а 
continuously unfolding series of struggles to make 
ourselves free, to make us lords of ourselves—will 
summon the resolve not to allow the erosion of our 
liberties їп the spurious name of security for as 
Benjamin Franklin said, He who would put securi- 
ty before liberty deserves neither.” 


‘Oble’ 


homage to the National Artists among their alum- 
ni. Starting with a tribute to Guillermo Tolentino, 
the parade opened with, of course, Oble, in daz- 
zling white resin with a fig leaf that lapped open 
and shut. Among the notable “lanterns”: a living 
tableau of а Manansala painting of a Manila 
slum; another tableau of an Amorsolo rural 
scene, suddenly coming to life to the tune of the 
"Papaya Song”; a glowing multi-colored blow-up 
of Arturo Luz's musicians with a group of dancers 
in the artist's signature black-and-white; sculptor 
Napoleon Abueva aboard a horse-drawn cart, 
with a model of the UP chapel opening and dis- 
playing Abueva's dual-faceted Christ sculpture; 
and BenCab blown up and shown riding a giant 
yellow VW Beetle. 

‘But the highlight of the parade was a “rock 
mountain" accompanied by a parade of minia- 
ture "Ikot" jeeps, another UP icon. Slowly, the 
mountain opened and closed to reveal represen- 
tations of UP rivals until the last—a "cute" danc- 
ing Oble—mascot of the university's centennial. 
EARLIER, UP's “tibak” contingent was S 
sented by the student party Stand UR which 
had a living Nativity tableau in a nipa hut 
along with red banners and streamers de- 
nouncing the increased tuition and other fees 
and the approved UP Charter. 

Just before the spectacular fireworks began, 
the red banners could be seen inching into the 
performance space, but everyone had by then 
turned their attention to the show high up in 
the dark sky. 

As the fireworks ended and most of the au- 
dience stood to leave, there was a brief com- 
motion, and observers later reported that the 
activists had sought to grab hold of the mike 
but were thwarted when authorities cut off the. 
sound system. 

My daughter and her friends merely 
shrugged off the incident, and clearly the brief 
scuffle, as well as the injection of "serious" is- 
sues into the annual “feel-good” exercise was 
taken as par for the course. That's UP for you, I 
thought, unpredictable and never dull. 


An American woman's happiest Christmas 


WHEN I SAW THE THICK BOUND VOLUME OF 
an obscure magazine called The Philippines Gos- 
sip, my eyes lit up. All the issues for 1907 were 
complete, and though the gossip was stale, bei 

а century old, I presumed there was much of in- 
terest to be found inside. 

Iwas sorely disappointed because it was full of 
advertisements better left to an economic or so- 
cial historian. What little “gossip” was there con- 
cerned Americans who had just arrived in Mani- 
1а: who was leaving for the United States, who 
was ill, recovering, dying, or dead. I turned to the 
December issues and found pages filled with pic- 
tures taken by the infamous Commissioner Dean 
Worcester: actually ethnographic documentation 
of the peoples who were then distinguished from 
the “low-land Christian" population of the Philip- 
pines and placed under a “Bureau of Non-Chris- 
tian Tribes.” These pictures showed life in the 
Cordilleras a century ago, but there was neither 
text nor article to go with all of them. 

Patience is bitter, as the late Doy Laurel used to 

„ tell me, but its fruit is sweet. So I plodded on and 
› found a first-hand experience of Christmas in the 
Philippines from an anonymous American lady who 
had accompanied her husband to the Philippines at 
the turn of the last century. No details were given 
"and we presume, from the cheerfulness of the au- 
thor, that the couple was here shortly after the dec- 
laration of independence in 1898 and the quiet fol- 
lowing the outbreak of the Filipino-American War 
in 1899. Or maybe all these warm memories came 
from the fact that her husband survived the fighting 
and was even considered some sort of hero in the 
‘community, Nevertheless the account of their 
makeshift Christmas décor and dinner in 1900 is 
worth reading today as people rush about to pre- 
pare gifs and food for the coming noche buena: 
“My first Christmas in the Philippines was per- 
haps the happiest one spent since childhood. It 
was during the ‘Days of Empire’ when my hus- 
band was detailed on court-martial duty in Mani- 


la and life was a continuous round of pleasure. 

"On our return on Christmas Eve from the usu- 
al Luneta drive, in which everyone participated in. 
those days, my husband seemed perplexed and 
seriously preoccupied with his thoughts. After 
dinner he requested me to remain in the dining 
room for alittle while. In about half an hour, he 
returned with a radiant face and escorted me into 
ош living room, where, to my utter amazement 
stood a Christmas tree. 

“Such an amazingly festive tree is beyond 
imagination! A tall palm had been selected and 
lighted with carriage candies, cut in halves and 
secured to the leaves by their grease. Apples, or- 
anges, and chocolate bonbons gaily decorated 
the tree, amid numerous mysterious packages 
bearing my name. 

"The effect was delightfully harmonious with 
the surroundings. The low-ceilinged room, white 
washed and decorated fancifully in red, blue, yel- 
low, pink and terracotta, with bolos forming a 
frieze; tiny squares of shell in the windows; the 
bamboo floor covered with an Oriental rug; my 
cozy comer hung with a gay tapestry and draped 
with a huge fish net made for me by my husband, 
with trophies of hikes in its meshes, were all en- 
trancing in the glow of the Christmas candles." 

Опе can only imagine the scene. They had just 
come from the afternoon carriage ride in the 
Luneta where a military band played music in the 
early evening and people came to stroll, ride, or 
Just go round and round the paseo while there 
was music. After that was dinner at home, but to- 


day the husband took the effort of setting up a 
Christmas tree. After this delightful surprise, they 
‘went out again to attend a Christmas party at the 
Oriente Hotel, but decided to have their Christ- 
mas dinner back in their home: 

"How much we enjoyed the delicacies none 
сап guess except those who have lived on: beans, 
tinned soup, salmon and corned beef (that dread- 
ful Army corned beef that killed my dog, which 
had journeyed from Alaska to these faraway is- 
lands) and occasionally chicken for about a year. 

“Having been їп Manila but a short time from 
the provinces, we had not succeeded in procuring 
an American stove from the Quartermasters De- 
partment, the only place from which they could 
be obtained in those far off days, so our Chino 
cook ‘roasted’ the turkey on a native stove, after 
much persuasion, and it was delicious. The 
turkey was placed in a large pan covered with a 
smaller one and on top of this coals were kept. 
Our dinner was a success in every sense. The 
potatoes were roasted on coals, then removed 
from the skins, nicely seasoned and mashed. 

“The unique feature which is necessary for the 
success of every dinner was my mince meat 
dumplings, which were greatly enjoyed. It being 
impossible to have pie, as we had mo oven, 
dumplings were the only recourse for making use 
ofthe quantity of mince meat sent in the Christmas 
box. Lee, our cook, devised an oven from a tin 
cracker box later on, and supplied us with turn- 
overs, tarts, etc. but the filling was always mince 
meat or prunes. No amount of persuasion would 
induce him to use the various tinned fruits.” 

This was how expatriate Americans dealt with 
Christmas in a foreign land. Surely today, expatri- 
ate Filipinos try to create a sense of warmth and 
home at Christmas. No turkey and mince meat for 
them though—ham, queso de bola, and lechon 
will ёо. 


(Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


Happy holidays 


THAT'S THE POLITICALLY CORRECT WAY THESE DAYS OF 
greeting people in December, to make sure non-Christians 
don't feel excluded. 

Why “happy” though, I've wondered, rather than “merry” 
as in “Merry Christmas”? Maybe it’s the repetition of the let- 
ter “М”, but then if it’s alliteration we're after, why didn’t we 
come up with a greeting like "Cheery Cl 

There's something 
about Christmas. 
cheer though, with 
its, well, merry quali- 
ties, what with ho-ho- 
ho Santa Claus and 
perk-me-up music. In 
China I'd hear ‘Jingle " D 
Bell" going off аа Michael L. Tan p W> 
ringtone, sometimes 
in the middle of a hot summer. No wonder many non-Christian 
countries have adopted Christmas as a year-end event. 

The commercialism around Christmas feeds on the 
cheer—and a promise of happiness. The explosion of adver- 
tisements all boil down to one message: celebrate Christmas 
by buying this for someone, or even for yourself, and happi- 
ness will be yours. 

Deep down we all know that isn't true, but we go ahead any- 
way with the mad buying. 165 partly a matter of social obliga- 
tion, but let's face it, there's also a physiological high involved, a 
"good" feeling when we're shopping. But to sustain that feeling, 
we have to buy more, or get more gifts, and then it happens: the 
happiness wears down like toys running out of batteries. 

Surveys 

Christmas has become part of a larger happiness industry 
involving not just manufacturers and distributors of con- 
sumer products but also “positive psychologists" who teach 
“happiness skills,” a new generation of religious leaders like 
Rick Warren, emphasizing “purpose-driven” lives, and even 
social scientists who do happiness surveys. 

The happiness surveys are interesting. We Filipinos love 
them because we tend to do well there, a welcome respite 
from our more dubious achievements in areas like the Cor- 
ruption Perception Index. I don't know how many times I've 
read or heard claims that we're the happiest people in the 
world. Ifthat makes us happy, so be it. 

I did some research and found our rank actually varies from 
‘one survey to another. This is because the happiness surveys 
have different ways of defining and measuring happiness. 

Let's look at two surveys as examples. There's the Happy 
Planet Index (I'm not joking, that's what the survey is 
called), combining three measures: the ecological footprint 
(how much we consume energy), life satisfaction and life ex- 
pectancy. It's an odd combination of sorts, with the very sub- 
jective variable of life satisfaction integrated with two objec- 
tive ones. Life expectancy is actually an outcome indicator, 
presuming that the happier a country is, the longer the life. 
expectancy. 

On that Happy Planet Index, the South Pacific island na- 
tion of Vanuatu was No. 1, followed, interestingly enough, 
by nine Latin American countries: Colombia (yes, with its 
drug-related violence), Costa Rica, Dominica, Panama, Cu- 
ba, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and St. Vincent. The 
Philippines, which I often describe as a Latin American coun- 
try that ended up on the wrong side of the Pacific Ocean, was 
17th. No, we're not the happiest people in Asia: we trailed 
behind Vietnam and Bhutan. 

Prof. Ruut Veenhoven of the Erasmus University in Rotter- 
dam has compiled a World Database of Happiness, which is 
much more extensive, combining different happiness and “sub- 
jective well-being” (that's the preferred academic term) surveys 
‘across the years, across the world. In that database, we ranked 
40th to 43rd, tied with three other countries. On top of the list 
for this world database were Denmark, Switzerland, Austri 
Iceland and Finland. Again, in Asia, we weren't the leaders: Si 
gapore and Indonesia did better than us, while China and Viet- 
nam were quite close to our ranks. 

Three parts 

Expect more happiness surveys and research in the future, 
as social scientists look for ways to unlock the secrets to hap- 
piness. BBC's talk show "Hardtalk" featured, this week, ап 
interview with one of these researchers. Martin Seligman, 
former president of the American Psychologist Association 
who is known for having developed "positive psychology" 
and author of "Authentic Happiness," explains that psycholo- 
gists (and psychiatrists) are known for dealing with misery 
but in his own practice, he realized that helping people to 
overcome sadness did not necessarily mean happiness. 

The skills for overcoming sadness are different from those 
for happiness, Seligman found, because happiness has three 
‘components: positive emotions, engagement and meaning 
in life. The positive emotions part is the good cheer and the 
‘smiling. He admits Americans are good with that; I imagined 
the back-slapping congeniality ("That's great!,” "That's won- 
derful!”) of my American friends and then thought of our 
‘own Filipino exuberance, captured in the word “masaya.” So 
maybe yes, in a way, we are a happy people, but Seligman 
warns that you can achieve this kind of happiness with “sa- 
voring tricks,” getting a quick high that fades rapidly—a bit 
like what we do collectively every Christmas. 

Seligman says we need the two to build up two other com- 
ponents of happiness. “Engagement” is being able to be so 
wrapped up in what we do so that, and I'm paraphrasing 
here, “nothing else matters.” The way Seligman puts it, 
when you're thoroughly engaged, and someone asks you 
what are you thinking of, you'd answer, "Nothing." I was 
struck by that part because of its parallels to what Zen teach- 
ез: when you're so mindfully aware of what you're doing, 
you're actually not thinking of anything, not craving or want- 
ing anything else. 

The third component of happiness is meaning, or purpose 
in life, and Seligman says this is where some skills may need 
to be imparted. The “Hardtalk” interviewer, Stephen Sacker, 
is quite a cynic and he peppered Seligman with other ques- 
tions around this point about skills-building: Isn't all this 
“psycho-babble”? Are we making our young emotionally ob- 
sessive? Is happiness compatible with ruthless capitalism? 

‘Twas impressed with the way Seligman kept his cool, cit- 
ing study after study to prove his point. He says that sure, 
you may not need psychologists and schools to teach happi- 
ness, but it isn’t right to expect people, especially the young, 
to just keep “muddling along” until they find their way. 

1 couldn't agree more with Seligman. Times have 
changed, and happiness has become more elusive, even as 
we see greater material wealth. His interview also got me 
thinking about how we Filipinos look at happiness. When we 
wish each other “Maligayang Pasko,” do we mean “Happy 
Christmas"? Why doesn’t “Masayang Pasko” sound right, 
while “Merry Christmas” does? Maybe we do know the se- 
crets to happiness, but just need to get the right blend of the 
three ingredients. Maybe. 

Happy holidays? 

Happy holidays. 
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Moral dimension of revolutions 


THE INQUIRER i-TEAM'S THREE- 
part series on "The Activist. Court" 
(which started on Oct. 31) re- 
ferred to the Supreme Court 
which has been “flexing its mus- 
cles" on extrajudicial killings. 
Anyway one feature was Оп 
"Chief Justice Puno: An unlikely 
revolutionary" by Fernando del 
Mundo. 

"Unlikely" according to the re- 
port, because Reynato Puno was 
part ofthe solicitor general's panel 
‘which defended certain dictatori- 
al acts of Marcos. Another reason 
was that a communist New Peo- 
ples Army guerrilla shot and 
killed Puno's brother, Judge Isaac 
Puno Jr, in front of his family in- 
side a restaurant in 1977. 

The report mentioned that 
Puno was a graduate of the UP 
College of Law. But it did not men- 
tion that he was once editor in 
chief of the Philippine Collegian, 
official student publication of UR 


a perennial hotbed of Philippine 
student activism; he got his Mas- 
ter of Laws degree from the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley 
(once a hotbed of American stu- 
dent activism) in 1968, a signal 
year for global “Student Power.” 
‘These аге clues that the incum- 
bent Chief Justice may have once 
been a student activist. 

Опе documentary evidence of 
this, which I came across while re- 
searching, is an old issue (July- 
‘August 1964) of Progressive Re- 
view, an activist journal of those. 
times. It contains ап article by 
Puno on the “The Anti-Subversion 
Law—A Bill of Attainder” and, 
therefore, unconstitutional. His 
ending paragraph is worth quot- 
ing here: 

“Sad to state, RA 1700 is a hol- 
low if not pretentious display of 
ardor for our democratic liberties. 
Inour overzealous attempt to ded- 
icate ourselves to the virtues of 
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democracy, we unwittingly dis- 
close our lack of faith in freedom 
itself. The Anti-Subversion Law is 
a monument to our lack of confi- 
dence in the essential strength of 
democracy, a posture bome out of 
inexperience in the art of govern- 
ment, or ignorance corrupted by 
arrogance.” 

More than those progressive 
words was the progressive com- 
pany that Puno shared in the staff 
box of Progressive Review then. 
Let us name some of them: Jose 
Ma. Sison, Francisco Nemenzo 
Jr, Luis V. Teodoro Је, Petronilo 
Bn. Daroy, Gelacio Y. Guillermo 
Jr., Vivencio Jose, Jose David La- 
puz, Saturnino C. Ocampo, Em- 
manuel Osorio, Wilfredo Pascua 
Sanchez, Perfecto Tera Jr, Edber- 
to Villegas and Julieta L. Sison. 
How likely or unlikely is one to 
become a revolutionary with that 
company? 

You might be surprised by what 


Ө 


LETTERS = 


search on 00-7 = 
that question will show. Anyway, 
in Puno's case, an INQUIRER Story 
last Dec. 3 reported his call for 
"servant leaders" to spearhead а 
moral revolution. Puno said that 
this is the kind of leadership that. 
would "bring about the correct 
transformation of society.” Trans- 
formation of society is as close as 
one can get to the notion of revo- 
lution. 

But the failure of many revolu- 
tions—whether political, social or 
cultural—only underscores the 
moral of the story, which is the les- 
son of their lack of moral dimen- 
sion. To be truly revolutionary, 
therefore, means to be moral first 
and foremost. Puno is on the 
right—if not also the left—track. 

—SOLIMAN M. SANTOS JR., 
18 Mariposa St, 
Cubao, Quezon City 
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MY CLIENT'S CASE MAY NOT IN- 
volve as large an estate as the 
Maysilo, which is often a subject of 
Neal Cruz in his columns. But it is 
neither a case to be sneezed at be- 
cause of the amount involved. 
Heres my clients case: 

My client represents one of the 
heirs of Irene Bustamante who died 
intestate and without any child on 
Dec. 6, 1965. But she left a fairly 
уаз estate, one of which is а 4,990- 
square meter lot in Valenzuela and 
registered as TCT No. 73548. Three 
years ago my client received a letter 
from the Valenzuela Treasurer's Of- 
fice, asking the heirs to pay the real- 
ty tax on the lot which had been in 
arrears for sometime. My client 
complied and paid the tax arrears. 

In order to update the record of 
that parcel of land, my client en- 
gaged the services of a geodetic 
engineer. My client was shocked, 
to say it mildly, to learn that the 
sketch/plan drawn by the survey- 
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Linen Mystery shrouds ‘NLEX’ right of way 


ered by the North Luzon Express- 
way (NLEX). 

My client’s reaction was under- 
standable considering that she 
never was served any notice by 
NLEX or by any other person or 
entity to inform her that the parcel 
ofland would be used or expropri- 
ated as part of the NLEX. We wrote 
the NLEX but it has not replied. 
We also wrote the Department of 
Public Works and Highways and it 
came back with the note that it 
“has no record on file regarding 
the above-mentioned property be- 
ing affected by the right of way 
project of this office.” 

Now, we are being tossed 
around from one office to another, 
but up to now the puzzle has not 
been solved. We hope that with 
this letter, some agency or entity 
will be able to shed light on this 
mystery, and my client will finally 
find the solution she has been 
frantically looking for. 
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THIS IS TO CORRECT SEVERAL GLARING 
errors in the news item titled "Philcomsat board 
election questioned.” (моштен, 11/26/07) 
This is the second time that Рахіт L. Lucas has 
made an inaccurate report about the Philippine 
Overseas Telecommunications CorpJPhilip- 
pine Communications Satellite Corp. (POTC/ 
Philcomsat); the first was in the article “Appeals 
hands win to Locsin-Poblador bloc in Philcom- 
sat” (Inquirer, 10/20/07) about which we have 
already complained to the editor. Our letter was 
published on Nov. 12. 

Оп Nov. 24, Lucas contacted me regarding 
that very same issue, and yet he continues to 
make false and damaging misrepresentations. 
Lucas’ Nov. 26 article referred once again to the 
Court of Appeals decision penned by Justice 
Martin Villarama. Lucas admitted to me that in- 
deed he had in his possession a “press release 
from the other side” along with a copy of the de- 
cision. Lucas also admitted that the Villarama de- 
cision in no way comports with the conclusions 
of his second article. Since Lucas’ articles are 
based neither on facts (like the Court of Appeals 
decision), nor on evenhanded reporting, but аге 
merely a disguise for the press release froma dis- 
grunded and discredited side, we question his 
decision to repeatedly misrepresent facts, this af- 
ter numerous corrections, Should Lucas check 
his facts elsewhere, there are plenty of other le- 
gitimate and accurate sources. ж. 

Tt is incomprehensible how a diligent jour- 
nalist could interpret this as a "victory" for a 
group of individuals: (а) who have no owner- 
ship stake in the companies they "sit on the 
boards of”; (b) whose supposed governmental 
support has been withdrawn; (c) where the 
government proxy issued by POTC defunct 
shareholders, IRC and Mid-Pasig, was a bogus 
опе—а$ these governmental shareholders of 
record had ceased to exist in 2000, or two 
years before the proxy holder—Enrique Loc- 
Sin—was nominated by the government; and 
(9) when the discredited government direc- 
tors had been supplanted with the recent ap- 
pointment of new government nominees. Fur- 
thermore, contrary to the victorious claims of 
the “Locsin-Poblador group," the Court of Ap- 
peals resolution could not have upheld the 
*Locsin-Poblador group" as the "legitimate 
board of POTC and Philcomsat” since there 
was no such “Locsin-Poblador group" in exis- 
tence at the time the case was filed. 

—LINT. BILDNER, 

president, CEO, 

Philippine Communications 
Satellite Corp. (Philcomsat), 
Telecoms Plaza Bldg., 

316 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City 


The articles referred to were based on state- 
ments from a rival group. Opposing camps al- 
most always have different interpretations of the 
зате issues. As much as possible, I try to present 
the sides of both parties in the same story, or if 
this is difficult to do due to the time constraints 
of the news cycle, to report the other side imme- 
diately thereafter. 

After the stories in question came out, I have 
since filed two others highlighting the initiatives 
of private shareholders, based on the statements 
and documents provided by their representatives. 

—DAXIML, LUCAS, 
reporter, Inquirer 


There is no such thing 
as freedom of the press 


IREAD ABOUT SEN. MANUEL ROXAS II's plan 
то call for a Senate investigation into the arrest 
of media people after the incident at the Penin- 
sula Manila Hotel last Nov. 29. (INQUIRER, 
12/03/07) 1 can't understand why so much re- 
sources will again have to be squandered for 
an insignificant event—resources that can be 
used to help the poor. 

So what if media people were arrested? Per- 
haps, they deserved it. All this talk about press 
freedom is a lot of bull. There is no such 
thing—press freedom is the freedom to print and. 
broadcast only what the media owners want 
to—and this explains the heavy bias and obvious 
slants of ABS-CBN (TFC here in the United 
States). 

Media is one of the most corrupt institutions 
of societies. And it has a history of abusing and 
going overboard and then it takes cover be- 
hind the cloak ofthis “press freedom” bull. And 
here is Roxas trying to gain extra media 
mileage through a Senate investigation, кило! 
That's obviously for his presidential plans. 

‘Whew Iwish the next time Antonio Trillanes 
IV attempts a coup, he does it in the Senate. 

JUANITO LAKARIN JR., 
jinewyorkcity@hotmail.com 
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1,800 families flee Basilan clashes 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—AT LEAST 1,800 FAMILIES 
in Basilan fled their homes as a result of clashes 
between government security forces and Moro 
gunmen since Tuesday, officials said. 
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2nd lar, Los Baños Blt. 


PRICEY CATCH 


VALAHORVSAYA ANQUIRER NORTHERN LUZON 
A woman sells "ludong" (a rare and delicious variety of freshwater fish) and “banag” (a family of fish similar to ludong) to a buyer in 
‘Aiibagu, Ilagan, Isabela, Her husband, a fisherman, labors his way off cold waters to catch fish almost everyday during good weather to 
earn money for the family. Ludong is so rare it could sell for up to P3,500 per kg. 


Unkaya Pukan Mayor Joel 
Maturan told the INQUInEn that in 
his town alone, more than 900 
families from the villages of Bohe 
Suyak, Sungkayot and Tongbato 
were displaced by the fighting. 

The military said the violence 
flared up anew after soldiers con- 
ducting antiterror operation 
stumbled on Abu Sayyaf gunmen. 

The military also reported 
that the Abu Sayyaf was being 
reinforced by some members of 
the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF). 

Since Tuesday, at least two sol- 
diers and six Moro gunmen have 
already died in the clashes, ac- 
cording to Maj. Gen. Nelson АШа- 
ga, chief of the military's Western. 
Mindanao Command here. 

Maturan said the clashes oc- 
curred as residens меге 
preparing for Wednesday's cele- 
bration of the Eidl Adha. 

The celebration is one of the 
most important events among 
Muslims. Eid'l Adha, or the feast 
of sacrifice, is an annual celebra- 
tion commemorating Prophet 
Abraham!s will to sacrifice his 
son, Ismael, in honor of God. 

“There was no more room for 


Cop in fatal road mishap kills self in jail 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—AN INS- 
tructor of the Philippine National Police 
‘Academy (PNPA) shot himself inside a police 
station hours after the van he was driving ac- 
cidentally bumped and killed a high school 
student in Sta. Rosa City on Thursday. 

РОЗ Willicito Bayan, 41, resident of 
Barangay Tartaria, Silang, Cavite, died 
from a gunshot wound in the head while 
being rushed to the South Luzon Hospital. 

Chief Insp. Marvin Saro, chief of the La- 
guna Police Protection and Assistance 
Group (Lippag), said they held Bayan after 
the Mitsubishi L300 van (PMF 814) he was 
driving hit student Jayson Andaya, 16, who 
was then crossing the street in Barangay 
Don Jose at around 9:15 p.m. Wednesday. 

Saro said Bayan was then on his way to 
the PNPA campus in Silang town where he 
worked as a firing range instructor. 

The accident happened just a few meters 
away from the office of Lippag. 

Saro said Bayan immediately rushed the high. 
school student to a nearby hospital but the stu- 
dent was declared dead on arrival by doctors. 

“As part of our standard operation proce- 
dure, we arrested Bayan and detained him at 
the temporary detention cell inside our of- 
fice,” Saro said in a mobile phone interview. 

Saro said that at around 6 a.m. Thursday, 
Bayan’s younger brother, PO1 Antonio 
Bayan Jr, visited him at the jail and in- 
quired about what happened. 

“After a few minutes, we heard (Antonio) 


saying, ‘Please, don't do that. Then, a gun- 
shot rang out," he said. 

Saro said it turned out that while the two 
were talking, Bayan suddenly grabbed the 9 
mm caliber pistol of his brother, put it in his 
head and pulled the trigger. Marlon Ramos, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 
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celebration. Instead of cooking 
for the festivity, people left their 
homes because of fear of being 


caught in the crossfire,” he said. 

In Tipo-tipo Central, three 
villages were also affected by 
the fighting. 

Mayor Tong Istarul said about 
900 families were also displaced 
from the three villages. 

He said what complicated the 
situation was the use of heavy 
artillery by Marines since Tues- 
day afternoon. 

Ч pity our people so much. 
They have not recovered from pre- 
vious violence yet and here comes 
another again. What really made 
us sad is that these incidents oc- 
curred when we were supposed to 
be celebrating,” Istarul said. 

Meanwhile, Istarul said that 
some of those killed in the vio- 
Тепсе were actually civilians 
and not Abu Sayyaf gunmen as 
the military had claimed. 

“They returned to the area 
hoping to salvage something for 
our Eid Adha celebration but 
they were executed by the mili- 
tary forces, do they know that 
one of them is a son of an Army 
soldier?" he said. 

Maj, Eugene Batara, spokesper- 
son of the militarys Western Min- 
danao Command, said they did not 
receive any report about civilians 
küedinthecishes Julie S. Ali- 
pala, Inquirer Mindanao 
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New Bo Sanchez Book Tackles Addictions 


Following de succes of his recently released books, 8 eme [йе Ти} Rich and How Т Find Yur One Tre Lom, Bo Sce 
own as the Preacher in Blue Jeans, has come ouc with another bok ser be another besser. 

The new book, tiled 7 Secrets to Real Freedom, provides practic, life- 
changing ways to deal with addictions. 

‘Thetis Sanchez offers in the book are based on his own experience when 
at one rime before he became a popular preacher, he became por addc and 
an approval addict. 

Sanche, who at 12 years old was prophesied that he would speak about 
God to thousands, is the founder of the Light of Jesus Ministries and the 
Shepherd's Voice Publications Inc. which publishes Sanches books, and 
Кари, an inspirational Catholic magazine. He is a much-soughr afier ky 
preacher in de Philippines and abroad. 

In his new book, Sanche shares the steps ће took ro deal with lis 
addictions and his pach to healing that enabled him to fulfil his mandare o 
preach the Gospel to thousands. 

Sanchez reveals the seven powerful тез that can set dics бе - and 
give them the power to reclaim their life and lf their dreams. 

7 Seren t Real Freedo is now available at the National Bok Store For i 
decals call 411-7876 о 77, 725-9999 or log on о wwrvebosanchez.ph, ~ vena 


SHEPHERD'S VOICE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
[R3] se che St, Cabs, Quran Cios Pli 1109 
PO. Box 1331 Quezon City Central Post Ое 1153 Quezon City 
"Tel. No. (+632) 411-7874 to 77, 725-9999; Fax. No. (632) 726-9918 
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Water District 
(MCWD) 


Bureau Veritas Certification (BVC) 
Certifies that MCWD management 
system has been audited and found 
to be in accordance with the 
requirements of the management 
system standards ISO 9001:2000- 
Water Services. 


On December 12, 20 3, Bureau Veritas also 
certified MCWD as ISO 90)1:1994 compliant 
making MCWD as the fist water district in the 
country complent to SO 9001 standards. 


The certificate was given on December 11, 2007, 
MCWD Social Hall, Cebu City, Philippines. 
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Mayor taunts NBI 
on custody battle 
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By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


PULUPANDAN, NEGROS OCCIDENTAL— 
“They can search the nation. We're out of 
the country" 

This was the reaction of Pulupandan 
Mayor Magdaleno Pefia to the search on 
Thursday for his 3-year-old son made by 
the National Bureau of Investigation in his 
home in Barangay Ubay, Pulupandan. 

The Supreme Court Third Division has 
ordered the NBI to get the boy from Pefia 
and turn him over to his mother, movie ac- 
tress and TV host Marie Roxanne "Plinky" 
Recto. 

NBI Bacolod chief Mamerto Cortez said 
they conducted a second search of the 


house of Peña on а tip that Peña was at his 
home or might return to it just to confirm. 
The first search was conducted on Monday. 

Cortez said NBI Deputy Director Reynal- 
do Esmeralda directed him to personally 
confirm if Pefia and the boy are in the Ubay 
house or not. 

Caretaker Dolly Iraga said Pefia had gone 
to Manila in November and had not been 
back since then. Pefia's son had left ahead 
of him, Iraga said. 

When the NBI arrived at his home, Рейа, 
who was contacted by a caretaker on a cel- 
lular phone, told Cortez the NBI agents 
were free to search his home. 

In an interview through his cellular 
phone, Pefia said the NBI could enter his 
house only with his permission. 
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LIGHTS GALORE 


‘ARNOLD ALVACENINQUEER VISAS 


The Lizares Mansion is а lit up for the holidays, drawing crowds 
every night. It is one of loilo's heritage houses. 


Village exec brings in 
firearms to protect 
holiday churchgoers 
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COTABATO CITY—A MUSLIM 
official has brought in firearms 
from Maguindanao to help secure 
churchgoers here from robbers 
and possible terror attack during 
the traditional “simbang gabi.” 

“Lhad promised them (Chris- 
tian residents) equal protec- 
tion, and I asked Muslims and 
Christians here to uphold mutu- 
al respect on matters of reli- 
gious belief,” said Sukarno Ut- 
to, chair of Barangay Shariff 
Kabunsuan in this city. 

At about 2 a.m. Thursday 
motorists saw Utto and his vil- 
lage guards hold vigil at the cor- 
ner of De Mazenod and Notre 
Dame Avenues where students 
and teachers were easy prey to 
robbers at night. 


Rewards 

His companions said bags of 
hot pan de sal abound from gen- 
erous passersby and motorists 
until 5 a.m. when they move 
outof the area. 

Earlier, ош  muftis 
(guardians of House of Opin- 
ion) from four Muslim 
provinces ruled that terrorism 


j washaram (forbidden). 


The four muftis from Basilan, 
Lanao Sur, Maguindanao, Sulu 
and Tawi-Tawi had also drafted 
Friday а khutab (sermon) 
which contain Prophet Muham- 
mad's Charter of Privileges up- 
on the Monks of St. Catherine 
Monastery in Mount Sinai “on 
all aspects of human rights,” in- 
cluding “the protection’ of 
Christians; and their freedom of 
worship and movement; free- 
dom to appoint their own 
judges and to own and maintain 
property; exemption from mili- 
tary service, and the right to 


protection in (times of) war." 

Utto said he had to request 
for long firearms from relatives 
for the local police. 


Notorious place 

He said the effort had clear- 
ance from local and police au- 
thorities, noting that his area had 
gained notoriety in the past with 
anumber of robbers and gun-for- 
hire seeking shelter there, 

Mayor Muslimin Sema said it 
was the duty of Muslim leaders 
to protect and secure followers 
of other religions under their 
leadership. 

Resident Lito Coloso said se- 
curing the city's residents from 
criminal elements, like kidnap- 
pers, earned for Sema the confi- 
dence of the local business com- 
munity which is dominated by 
Chinese-Filipino merchandisers. 

Supt. Willy Dangane, city po- 
lice chief, welcomes the baran- 
gay secutity initiative, saying 
the police needed civilian coop- 
eration in addressing peace and 
order concerns. 

Dangane urged residents to 
help local police curb crime rate 
by cooperating with the local 
police. 


Extra worl 

“Your police cannot do this 
alone without your coopera- 
tion,” Dangane said, calling on 
residents to help fight criminali- 
tyin the city. 

Col. Julieto Ando, spokesper- 
son of the 6th Infantry Division in 
nearby Sharif Kabunsuan 
province, said the Army divi- 
sion's Task Force Tugis was secur- 
ing church premises during the 
dawn Mass. Nash В. Maulana, 
Inquirer Mindanao 


Suspect in Canada murder 
of Ifugao woman arrested. 


BAGUIO CITY—THE CANADIAN 
police have arrested a suspect in 
the Oct. 1 murder of an Ifugao 
woman working for a family in 
Missassauga City, according to 
the Migrante office here. 

Jocelyn Dulnuan, 27, a crimi- 
nology graduate, was found 
dead inside the house of a Cana- 
dian couple, where she had been 
working for two months courtesy 
of the Canadian governments 
live-in caregiver program. 

She left the country on a 
work permit for a Hong Kong 


j caregiver job. 


Marilyn, Dulnuan’s Baguio- 
based sister, contacted the local 
Migrante office on Thursday to 
report that a suspect in her sis- 
ter's murder had been arrested. 

She said the suspect, Chris- 
tian Figueroa, was’ originally 
from Ecuador and was granted 
immigrant status in Canada. 

Marilyn was alerted by Cana- 
dian police about this develop- 
ment early this week. The Philip- 
pine government has not provid- 
ed the family with updated re- 
ports about the investigation. 

‘The news was well received in 
Dulnuan’s hometown of Hing- 
yon, Ifugao, said Flora Belinan, 


Migrante Cordillera coordinator 
For over two months, the Peel 
Regional Police in Missassauga 
had kept details of Dulnuan's 
case confidential and had asked 
the Philippine government to 
keep the case from the media un- 
til it can close its investigation, 
sald the Overseas Workers Wel- 
fare Administration office here. 
But reports from Ifugaos 
based ín Canada and from 
Canadian newspapers on Dec. 
18 and 19 showed that Dulnuan 
was killed when she tried to 


preventa robbery. 
"Our [Migrante] Ottawa 
chapter was so happy they were 


ready to announce the news 
themselves but it was already 
being reported [over] local tele- 
vision and in the papers," Beli- 
пап said. 

Quoting the online reports 
posted by Canadian newspapers, 
Belinan said Figueroa was arrest- 
ed in connection with previous 
robbery cases in the district. 

Peel police officials described 
Figueroa as*a general laborer with 
a history of committing brealcand- 
enters (burglary cases)," Вейпап 
said. Vincent Cabreza, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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GMA NETWORK CATEGORICALLY DENIES 
THE REPORT THAT IT IS BEHIND ALLEGE 
AGB NIELSEN RATINGS MANIPULATION. 


In its radio report, ABS-CBN / DZMM erroneously broadcast that AGB NIELSEN named GMA 7 as the network 
that allegedly funded an operation to bribe metered homes in Bacolod City to watch GMA shows and influence 
the ratings. 


DZMM reporter Junrie Hidalgo on December 19, 2007 angled the story as: AGB NIELSEN UMAMIN SA 
DAYAAN, GMA NETWORK TAHASANG ITINURONG NASA LIKOD NG DAYAAN. 


However, the affidavit in court submitted by Maya Reforma of AGB Nielsen belied such accusation against 
GMA Network. 


The affidavit of AGB’s Maya Reforma states: “There is no evidence that shows any significant impact on NUTAM 
data as a result of the activities PURPORTEDLY launched by GMA Network”. 


When asked what she can say about ABS-CBN’s request to the Regional Trial Court to restrain AGB from 
distributing its ratings data --- Reforma stated: “There is no basis for it. The data is accurate and reliable.” 


GMA 7 points out that this only proves there is no truth to allegations by ABS-CBN that GMA was involved in 
tampering with the AGB ratings. 


ABS-CBN just filed a multi-million peso civil case against the survey firm AGB Nielsen. The brouhaha started 
when ABS-CBN was approached by an alleged informant who claimed to be working with GMA. 


СМА categorically denies that the ABS-CBN informant ever worked with or for GMA. 
СМА has referred the matter to its outside legal counsel for appropriate action. 
Apart from being.improbable, the informant's claims as bandied about by ABS-CBN is also NOT LOGICAL. 


GMA Network’s ratings in the provinces — particularly in the Visayas and Mindanao — have not had any 
significant improvement since July of 2007 when it started to subscribe to the ratings of AGB. If there were 
any involvement in the alleged tampering of panel homes in the area by GMA Network, then its ratings there 
should have experienced significant increases. 


GMA does not conduct manipulative promo efforts anywhere in the country. What it does is conduct legitimate 
field promo activities that are not deliberately directed AT PANEL HOMES but at the general television 
population of a certain locality. 


While GMA Network promotes heavily in the Visayas and Mindanao, ABS-CBN does even more aggressive and 
wide-scale promos in these areas. 


GMA has been spending considerable amounts of money to strengthen its signal, expand its reach and 

for legitimate promos to promote its programs in the Visayas and Mindanao. GMA values integrity and hard work 
as reflected by the credibility of its programs and its corporate core values. It is not GMA's style to play dirty. 
GMA programs are preferred and trusted by viewers in Luzon, Mega Manila and Metro Manila as proven by the 
ratings and general public opinion. A trial by publicity is not only unfair and damaging to GMA Network but also 
to its millions of loyal viewers. 


Also, for more than four years now, GMA Network has been complaining to AGB about the very big, highly 
illogical and unexplainable disparity between the cable and non-cable ratings of GMA's programs. ABS-CBN's 
programs do not exhibit such disparity. 


It is only in the Philippines that the ratings of programs on non-cable or free TV households exhibit a very 
different behavior from the cable households. Coincidentally, the Philippines is also the only country in the world 
where a competing free-to-air TV station also operates or controls the dominant cable company. The owners of 
ABS-CBN directly or indirectly operate the country’s largest cable company. 


GMA Network has been sending letters to AGB since 2003, long before ABS-CBN's complaint. These letters show 
how much the Network wants to find out if there are indeed irregularities in the ratings data gathering process. 
GMA cited that ABS-CBN --- through the dominant cable operator --- can gain undue advantage because cable 
personnel, in the course of their work, can come across which homes AGB Nielsen has placed its meters. 


GMA is determined to get to the bottom of this allegation. 


GMA reserves the right to take such action as may be warranted, to protect its interests and reputation. 
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1. Portside cargo shorts P499.75, t-shirt with collar P249.75 2. Company B navy blue shirt P349.75, 
checkered polo P679.75, cargo shorts P849.75 3. Freego t-shirts with collar P429.75 each 4. Wrangler stripes woven polo P949.75, 
low denim jeans P1,299.75 5. Swatch casual shoes P2,000.00 — P2,200.00 б. Mario D' Boro casual leather shoes 2999.75 - P1,099.75 
T. Timex watch P6,290.00 8. Hamer реп, lighter & keychain gift set P659.00 9. Ferrari Black Scuderia Christmas Collection P4,950.00 
10. Mandarin trolley with red pockets P1,650.00 (avail of P1.00 traveling bag for every purchase of P1,499.75 worth of 
Mandarin luggage. Per DTLNCR Permit No. 3475 Series of 2007) 
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By Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez 
Inquirer Mindanao 


SUMILAO, BUKIDNON—UNDER THE 
heat of the sun, Johny Ligayao labored 
over a partly burned corn field to pre- 
pare it for another planting season. 

The land is owned by his neighbor, 
Samuel Merida, leader of the Mapa- 
dayonon Panabhiusa sa mga Lumad 
Alang sa Damlag (Mapalad Inc.), who 
had walked to Manila along with oth- 
ermale members of his family to press 
the group's claim to a 144-hectare 
land in Barangay San Vicente. 

Since Oct. 9, when 55 of the Mapal- 
ad members embarked on the 1,700- 
kilometer walk, the remaining 125 
members have taken tums cultivating 
the backyard lots that their comrades 
left behind. 

Everyone does his share of the hard 
work, working double-time to till not 
only his own piece of land but also 
that of his brother-farmers. 

Ligayao recounted the time Mapal- 
ад decided to again lay claim to the 
property. 

“We knew we had no money to 
spend for a trip to the Department of 
Agrarian Reform and Malacafiang. So 


we decided to just walk to get 
there—that simple," he said. 


Hard decision 

It was a hard decision to make, es- 
pecially for young men like Doti Ilao 
who left his pregnant wife and two lit- 
Че children to join the group. But the 
support of the other members was en- 
couraging. 

“We assured them that we would 
take care of their families. After they 
left, all the remaining members 
agreed that each would give half a 
ganta of rice every day to the families 
left behind,” Ligayao said. 

When Doti Пао wife fell ill, every- 
one pitched in for the medical and 
hospitalization expenses. But after a 
few days, when both his children also 
got sick, Пао had to pull out of the 
group that was then nearing Butuan 
City and return home. 

Tlao is filled with gratitude to the 
comrades who looked after his wife 
and children. 

"When I returned, I saw how they 
had cared for my family. But I could 
no longer rejoin the group because of 
my kids,” he said. 

‘A day after receiving news of the 


decision of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, the farmers held an emergency 
general assembly at their headquar- 
ters in San Vicente. 

The atmosphere was tense, puz- 
zling observers who viewed the deci- 
sion as a triumph for the farmers. 

Rene Pefias, Mapalad board mem- 
berand paralegal officer, was precise: 
Ms Arroyo's order to have the disput- 
ей land reclassified from agro-indus- 
trial to agricultural use was short of 
what the farmers were demanding. 

He said it showed that their fight. 
had not ended but had only just be- 
gun. 

Murmurs from the assembly indi- 
cated that everyone agreed. 

An elderly Higaonon woman rose 
and exhorted the group to keep fight- 
ing. The farmers responded heartily, 
stomping their feet twice. 


Unity 

Ligayao walked to the center of the 
hall with a grim look on his face. “We 
learned that the other camp has been 
trying to divide us. Let us think of our 
brothers in Manila. If they hear that 
we are not united here, it will add to 
their hardship," he said. 


They plowed the fields, took care of the kids, kept the faith 


A woman member explained Lig- 
ayao's remarks, saying “someone 
from the other camp” had offered 10 
of the group members, including 
herself, a sum of money in the form 
ofaloan. 

“I was asked to sign some papers. I 
refused. All those who were also of- 
fered money, come forward now,” she 
said. 

Опе by one, the nine others rose, 
saying they had refused the offer and 
that they would not be bought. 

Cheers rang in the hall. 

It was a test of the farmers’ unity. 
‘Through the highs and lows of their 
struggle, they have realized that unity 
was all they had. 


Rich and poor 

After 10 years of fighting for his 
piece of land, Ligayao has become a 
passionate believer in the poor man's 
quest. 

“We will not get rich even if [San 
Miguel Corp. chair Eduardo] Co- 
juangco gives us the 144 hectares that 
will be divided among 180 families, in 
the same manner that he will not be- 
come poor if he gives us this land,” he 
said. 


Shrubbery now chokes the barbed- 
wire fence enclosing the land that the 
farmers have been claiming for 
decades. 

Beyond the fence is a state-of-the- 
art piggery that SMC affiliate San 
Miguel Foods Inc. began to build 
more than a year ago. 

The farmers worry is now centered 
not only on their claim but also on the 
health of their children who play and 
bathe in the ponds dotting the land. 
Silent majority 

According to Sumilao Mayor Mary 
Ann Ваша, the SMFI piggery has gen- 
erated 1,000 jobs and increased the 
town's income. 

When Malacafiang’s decision was 
handed down, “that was the saddest 
day for the people of Sumilao,” Ваша 
said in a text message to the INQUIRER. 
“There is a silent majority here who 
want San Miguel to stay.” 

But the farmers know that the law 
is on their side, Peíias said. 

“If only all landowners will abide 
by the Comprehensive Agrarian Re- 
form Program and not sift through its 
loopholes, many farmers will at last 
own their piece of land,” he said. 


Big business on Sumilao: Rule of law not emotion 


From page Al 
But 
lion to develop it into a high- 
tech agro-industrial estate. 
He said SMFI had spent mil- 
lions of pesos on the develop- 
ment project. 


Rule of law, not emotion 

"We respect the President's 
decision, [but we will also re- 
spect and even] encourage any 
course of action that SMFI may 
decide to pursue to protect its 
rights,” Arranza said. 

“After all, making a stand that 
collides with even popular sen- 
timents is a guaranteed right 
a democracy, as long as this is 
based on the rule of law and not 
оп emotion," he said. 

The Sumilao farmers claiming 
the land had walked total of 
1,700 kilometers for two months 
to bring their case directly to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

On. Dec. 18, Ms Arroyo issued 
an executive order revoking the 
Jand-use conversion order on ће 
property. The reclassification of 
the land from agro-industrial to 
agricultural use will allow it to be. 
reverted to the Comprehensive 


Agrarian Reform Program. 


would remain encamped in 
front of the Department of 
Agrarian Reform central office 
in Quezon City until the DAR is- 
sues a notice of CARP coverage 
on the property, paving the way 
for its distribution to them. 

According to Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Nasser Pangandaman, 
the notice of coverage will be is- 
sued 15 days after Ms Arroyo's 
order becomes final and execu- 
tory and if SMFI will not appeal 
the order or take it to court. 


P98M lost taxes 

Arranza said the federation 
regretted that SMFI plans to 
bring investments and modern 
technology to Bukidnon “might 
no longer happen.” 

As a result, he said, the local 
government would no longer 
earn up to P98 million in taxes 
from the SMFI project, and 
would lose opportunities from 
some 2,800 expected jobs. 

"The project [would have en- 
abled] farmers to access financ- 
ing for farm inputs that would 
translate to increased farm pro- 


the farmers said they 


But the 


ductivity and higher pricing,” 
he said, adding: 

“Tt [would have resulted] іп an 
annual payroll value of PSO mil- 
lion and higher com prices that 
competition between SMFI and 
traditional buyers would induce.” 

Arranza called on Ms Arroyo 
to review the executive order. 
He called as well for “a round of 
nonconfrontational 
tween SMFI and the farmers 
that may produce a compro- 
mise beneficial to all." 

“If the farmers who were al- 
ready given 65 hectares adja- 
cent to the 144-hectare land 
‘want some more, there are at 
least 46,000 hectares of idle 
government land in the Sumi- 
lao area. Why not open this 
huge tract to them and to others 
who want to farm?" he said. 

Arranza also said the govern- 
ment could use revenues from 
the SMFI project to build roads, 
irrigation systems and other 
farm facilities in the area. 


Cardinal's call 


Manila Archbishop Gaudencio 
Cardinal Rosales, continued its 


talks be- 


Asked whether he would 
bring his appeal directly to 
SMFI, Rosales said he would 
do so “if it would be good for 
the Sumilao farmers.” 


Church, through 


high-key campaign in support 
of the Sumilao farmers. 

Rosales, who had consistent- 
ly backed the farmers in their 
fight, appealed to SMFI officials 
to understand the latter's plight 
and give them the land out of 
kindness and sympathy. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence following a closed-door 
meeting with the farmers yester- 
day at the Paco Catholic School 
in Manila, Rosales called for an 
out-of-court agreement, saying a 
drawn-out legal battle would 
only extend the farmers’ suffer- 
ing: “Pwede bang magkasundo 
na lang at huwag nang patagalin 
ang pagdurusa ng mga dukha? " 

Rosales said he understood 
that Ms Arroyo's order had to go 
through due process. 

However, he said, there was al- 
so а higher moral principle that 
called for kindness, love, sympa- 


the Paco Сатон. 


Francisco Claver. 


bracing their cause. 


thy and compassion forthe poor. the sun and the heavy rains, 
they taught us that there are is- 
Church grateful tofarmers sues in life that we need to fight 


way to do this.” 


Cardinal Rosales celebrated 
Mass for the Sumilao farmers at 
School. 

Having been a bishop of 
Malaybalay, Bukidnon, for 11 
years, he delivered his homily 
mostly in Bisaya, translating it 
to Tagalog and back for the ben- 
efit of the others present. 

The Mass was concelebrated 
by Cagayan de Oro Archbishop 
Antonio Ledesma, Cubao Bish- 
ор Honesto Ongtioco, Caloocan 
Bishop Deogracias Ifiiguez, and 
Malaybalay Bishop Emeritus 


At the press conference, Ros- 
ales said the farmers were 
thankful to the Church for em- 


He said the Church was in 
turn grateful to them for show- 
ing Filipinos a peaceful way to 
stand up for one's rights: “When 
they walked under the heat of 


for, and that there is a peaceful 


The farmers gave Rosales a 
cloth banner bearing the mes- 
sage "Restore the Dignity of the 


Sumilao farmers." The banner, 
now weather-worn, had accom- 
panied the farmers in their two- 
month walk from Bukidnon to 
Manila. 

One of the farmers said they 
were giving it to Rosales as a 
gift because he was the first to 
restore their dignity. 2 
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The farmers’ principal lawyer, 
Marlon Manuel of the Sentro ng 
Altematibong Lingap Panligal, 
said his clients would be 
amenable to resolving the land 
dispute without a legal battle. 

"There's no problem for the 
farmers if we resort to alterna- 
tive dispute resolution, with the 
backing of the Church, and 
reach an end to the case that 
will be acceptable to both par- 
ties," he told the INQUIRER. 

Manuel, who accompanied 
the farmers to their meeting 
with Rosales at the Paco Catholic 
School, said “the cardinal’s 
words gave them fresh hope.” 

“With the Church's full sup- 
port, they will not give up their 
struggle," hesaid. With a re- 
port from Jerome Aning 


Hot Lamborghini, Ferrari, Porsches seized in Makati 


From page АТ 


posed President Joseph Estrada, 
went to the site of the raid and 
claimed that he had paid the neces- 
sary taxes for his vehicles, including 
a black Ferrari. 

"(Ejercito) said that just be- 
cause of one Lamborghini, all the 
other vehicles were also ques- 
tioned," the source said, adding 
that Ejercito was trying to dispute 
the warrant of seizure and deten- 
tion. 

Villar said the Lamborghini was 
tagged a hot car because the owner 
could not present a single docu- 
ment attesting to its legality. 

The luxury sports cars plate 
number originally belonged to а 
Mitsubishi Pajero, raising the suspi- 
cion that it had indeed been smug- 
gled. 


Wedding gift 

The source said that the 1995 
Ferrari, which costs P8.7 million, 
was given to Ejercito by a promi- 
nent businessman as a wedding 
gi. 

A PASG operative, who refused to 
be named for lack of authority to 


speak about the raid, said Ejercito 
himself went to Auto Sports while 
the raid was in progress. 

Ejercito denied that he attempted. 
to intervene during the raid. (See 
story on this page.) 

А Palace official, who knew of 
the raid, said Ejercito had also 
called Villar to ask that five of the 
cars be spared because they were 
his. 

But a PASG operative said the 
‘owner of Auto Sports identified the 
following as owned by Ejercito —a 
Mercedes Benz 320 with Plate No. 
ZFT-700, a Mercedes Benz 350 SL 
(NFT-834), a BMW M6 (EJV-707), a 
Range Rover (НЅЕ-800), a classic 
1956 Thunderbird, a black Ferrari 
(UNT-829) and a BMW 750 (TLU- 
878). 

Villar said the raid on Auto Sports 
was not based on Ejercito's tip. “Our 
operatives got a hint about the 
warehouse there when a Ferrari en- 
tered the establishment," he said. 


“Electronic hand tools’ 


He said PASG operatives moni- 
tored the activities in the area for 
two weeks before they conducted 
the raid. 


Import documents showed that 
some of the vehicles were declared 
as "electronic hand tools," he said. 

"Most of them came from Cebu," 
the PASG chief said. 

Edmund Arugay, PASG chief for 
operations, said that of the 81 luxu- 
ry vehicles, 31 were confirmed to 
have been smuggled. 

“We are verifying the status of the 
rest, but we could say that 80 percent 
of the total number of vehicles would 
be forfeited in favor of the govern- 
ment because of lack of papers," said 
Arugay, a deputy director of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation. 

The car owners’ failure to show 
the documents would mean that 
they would be charged with violat- 
ing the Tariff and Customs Code of 
the Philippines, he said. 


LTO in cahoots? 

Arugay said the task force would 
also look into the possible involve- 
ment of some Land Transporation 
Office personnel in the illegal im- 
portation and undervaluation of 
the vehicles. 

"We suspect that some of them 
faked the vehicles’ certificates of 
payment,” he said. 


Erap son denies interfering in raid 


By Jeannette |. Andrade 


SAN JUAN CITY MAYOR JOSEPH VIC- 
tor Ejercito denied allegations that he at- 
tempted to intervene in the confiscation 
of 81 allegedly smuggled vehicles at a 
Makati City car shop, saying that he sim- 
ply was having two of his cars serviced 
when the Presidential Anti-Smuggling 
Group (PASG) seized the vehicles. 

Ejercito said his Range Rover with 
Plate No. HSE-800 and his BMW M6 with 
Plate No. EJV-707 were undergoing re- 
pairs at Auto Sports 24 Corp: 

‘Auto Sports reportedly specializes in 
the repair of luxury vehicles. 


Documents as evidence 

“I brought documents to the shop to 
prove that I own the vehicles and that I 
legally acquired them," Ejercito told the 
INQUIRER. 

He further explained that a black Fer- 
rari with Plate No. UNT-829 was not his 
but belonged to a friend, Iñigo Zobel. 

"did not want his (Zobel) car to bein- 


дей in the seizure. I just informed the 
raiding team about who owns the Fer- 
rari. 1 couldn't own a Ferrari," the San 
Juan City mayor said. 

For his part, Jay Salangguste, National 
Bureau of Investigation special agent, 
told the INQuinEn that the mayor did not 
interfere during the raid. 


No political color 

He backed up Ejercito’s statement that he 
was just having two of his vehicles serviced 
at the shop and was there to present proof 
that they were not smuggled vehicles. 

Salangguste said the antismuggling 
operation had neither political nor per- 
sonal targets. 

"We simply served the warrant and itis 
up to the owners to present the pertinent. 
documents to prove that the vehicles are 
theirs," he said. 

He said the owners must be able to 
present documents from the Land Trans- 
portation Office and the Bureau of Cus- 
toms so the vehicles could be cleared and. 
subsequently released. 


From page Al 


‘They have made it to the pages 
of Time—on the international 
magazine's list of the most watch- 
able Internet videos for 2007. 

‘The convicts’ interpretation 
of Michael Jackson's pop hit 
was No. 5 of the 10 “most popu- 

* lar viral videos" of the year, or 
the "Web clips we couldn't stop 
watching." The list included in- 
ternational celebrities like Brit- 


+ i ^ 


Cebu inmates’ Thriller’ in Time’s most-watched list 


ney Spears and Hillary Clinton. “Questions arose about had overa million hits. itation program, which began Times list were “Leave Brimey 
У whether the 1,500 Filipino jail- Cebu Gov. Gwen Garcia had  inApril2006.Theprisonersex- Alone,” where а gay teen sobs in 
Downloaded 9-M йтес  houseroderswereenjoyingsome said the “Thriller” video ercise from 6:30 a.m. to 8 am. defense of “a fallen pop princess,” 
‘The dance video by the in- creative ex- showed the prisoners ina rou- and again from4p.m.toS p.m. with 18 million downloads; "The 
mates at the Cebu Provincial De- pression or suffering abuse at the tine practice” for a number ‘The inmates have presented 
tention and Rehabilitation Center hands of prison officials with МТУ they were presenting on Aug. other dance numbers during 
has been downloaded more than aspirations, itsaid. 1, the 438th founding anniver- monthly celebrations held at the Ms South Carolina Teen 
nine million times, Time said. The video was posted on sary of Cebu province. iliy including the movie Sister USAs answer on “Why Ameri- 
The magazine described the YouTube by Cebu provincial 3 ‘Act T's “I Will Follow You,” Sister cans are Unable to Locate the 
performance of the “orange- consultant on security Byron Partofexercise ‘Act Zs “Hail Holy Queen” and the US on the Мару" “Hillary 1984," 
jumpsuited accused murderers, Garcia on July 18. Two days Dancing, Garcia said, has Algorithm march, all of which a “political attack ad” depicting 
rapists and drug dealer as a later, the video had some been part ofthe prisoners daily have been uploaded on YouTube. Clinton as “Big Brother.” Kate 
“homage” to Jackson's “Thriller” 266,000 views. A week later, it exercise under the ја 5 rehabil- The other videos that made Pedroso, Inquirer Research 
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Cheaper meds battle shifts to bicam 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WITH HALF OF THE JOB DONE, 
House members are gearing up for a 
much tougher fight at the bicameral 
conference committee over the much- 
awaited bill promising cheaper 
medicines for poor Filipinos. 

Iloilo Rep. Ferjenel Biron, principal 
author of House Bill 2844, yesterday 
said he was expecting a clash between 
his group and its Senate counterpart 
over a provision in the House version 
requiring the establishment of a drug 
price regulatory board. 

‘The board will be tasked to establish 


FREE wh 
With a lower pla 
1 browsing rate of 210 


price ceilings on medicines based on 
factors such as retail prices of similar 
drugs abroad, currency exchange rates, 
and the cost of production and labor. 

The ЫШ prescribes that “no retailer 
may sell drugs or medicines at a retail 
price exceeding the maximum retail 
price fixed by the board.” 

Biron said the House contingent 
could not strike a compromise with the 
Senate which wanted the provision 
dropped from the reconciled version of 
the measure. 

‘At most, he said congressmen would be 
willing to place a time cap for the duration 
of the regulatory board to allow both 


chambers to assess if the strategy actually 
made drug prices more affordable. 

Biron said the House panel would be 
open to a time frame of perhaps two 
years, with a condition that the bill be 
fine-tuned before the 14th Congress 
ends in 2010. 

“Beyond this, the provision cannot 
be bargained [away],” he said. 

"We need a drug price regulatory board 
if we really want to bring down the prices 
of medicines in our country. We can't give 
our people false hopes," Biron said. 

Unfortunately for Biron and compa- 
ny, Sen. Mar Roxas, the author of the 
Senate version of the bill, is strongly 


opposed to a regulatory board. 

Roxas, a former trade secretary and 
investment banker, argues that the 
idea of a price regulatory board goes 
against the spirit of free enterprise be- 
sides opening the process to intense 
lobbying and manipulation. 

The two chambers clashed over the 
same issue during a "pre-bicam" toward 
the end of the previous Congress. Roxas 
was implacable and only sent represen- 
tatives to deal with his counterparts 

Roxas is again heading the Senate 
panel this time. 

The House team will be composed of 
Rep. Antonio Alvarez, chair of the com- 
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mittee on trade and industry, Minority 
Leader Ronaldo Zamora, Deputy Mi- 
nority Leader Risa Hontiveros, Rep. 
Janette Garin, Rep. Edcel Lagman, Rep. 
Jack Duavit, Rep. Junie Cua, Rep. 
Teodoro Locsin Jr., and Biron. 

As provided by HB 2844, the board 
will be headed by the health secretary 
or by his designated undersecretary, 
with the trade secretary as vice chair. 

Members will include the head of 
the Bureau of Food and Drugs, the 
president of the Philippine Health In- 
surance Corp., a faculty member of a 
health sciences school, and two repre- 
sentatives from the consumers’ sector. 
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THOUSANDS joined the 6.5-Klomater funeral march 
that carried movie legend Fernando Poe Jr.'s body 
from Sto. Domingo Church in Quezon City to the Mani- 
la North Cemetery on Dec. 22, 2004. Crowd estimates 
ranged from the tens of thousands to 300,000. About 
200 policemen and 600 volunteer marshals were de- 
ployed at the cemetery. Poe died of a stroke on Dec. 
14,2004. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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1 killed, companion 
injured in Fort 
Bonifacio bar brawl | 


Fatality was a pilot and PMA graduate 


By Julie M. Aurelio city "We strongly condemn 
this brutal killing," he said. "To 
А 34-YEAR-OLD COMMERCIAL PILOT WAS think that the suspects are not 
+ even residents of our city. We 
mauled to death yesterday morning by seven men warn them not to mess with 
during a brawl near the Embassy Bar in Fort Boni- ош city or (they will) face dire 
А Ci consequences. 
facio, Taguig City. тыу Ned the police 
for the immediate arrest of the 
suspects. He said some of the 
suspects were reportedly ba- 
likbayan (returning residents) 
who were in the country for 
the holidays. 

Meanwhile, the city govern- 
ment will discuss additional 
security measures with offi- 
cials of the Bonifacio Estate 
Services Corporation to avoid 
similar incidents in the future. 


The suspects and two wom- Quezon City. 

en companions were immedi- ` Rodriguez said Castellano 
ately arrested by the police flew for international airlines 
and may be charged with and was a graduate of Class 
homicide and physical in- 1995 of the Philippine Military 
juries. Academy. 

The fatality, Carlo Jose ^ “Ume-extra siya sa mga ait- 
Castellano, reportedly a part- line. He was not working for a 
time pilot, was not the target specific airline company" he 
of the suspects who were al- said. 
legedly after his friend Zedrick Ап initial investigation by 


Ponce. SPO2 Gracio Cangco showed dem WELCOME TREAT 

unb MN anc ane face a and ч seio her ity Police helPS {ce cream cones are given for free to Overseas Filipino Workers at the Ninoy Aquino International 
аео к left che bar around 445 расо Global Gey ‘Airport who have been arriving in droves to spend Christmas here with their fami esson 
son ofa retired general. wards the parking lot when 


Ponce, 34, survived the at- the suspects’ van stopped in 


tack. Castellano was pro- front of the victims. The sus- ————— 
nounced dead on arrival at pects then accosted the vic- sa s Se ae a 
5:32 a.m. at the Makati Medi- tims. x a 

cal Center. Rodriguez said Ponce could аша AER aaa ALE ae A abduci а 


The suspects were arrested have irked the suspects when 


PEXCEE 


——— манен2ве 


by police stationed at the Em- һе accidentally bumped them 
bassy Ваг and а nearby at the rest room of the Em- — | 
precinct. bassy Bar. |] 
Chief Insp. Celso Rodriguez The seven men allegedly Е The Versatile 
of the criminal investigation took turns hitting Castellano | А 
section identified the suspects and Ponce, who had several — B 11-1 0 P t 
asEdmer Antonin, 22, ofPasay bruises, cutsandcontusionsin — | ii- ne FI er 
City; and Edmund Quirante, different parts of the body. He i 
25; Rolly Quirante, 37; Marvin was later brought to the Rizal 0 -516 5 || ti 
Matias, 28; Wilfred Quirante, Medical os Rodriguez * ne д й on 
23; Julius Quirante, 20; said the women stayed inside 
Joseph Quirante, 26, all from the car during the incident. With Fax 
Quezon City. Policemen at the Embassy — | 
The women, who were Barblockedthesuspectsvehi- — | 
with the men aboard a silver. cle, preventing their escape. | 
Mitsubishi Adventure (ZEE Mayor Freddie Tifiga con- 
715), were identified as demned the mauling incident 


Michelle Quirante, 27, and and warned outsiders against 
Rowena, Sitchon, 20, from disrupting the peace in the 
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Recruitment agency in Manila faces estafa charges 


By Allison W. Lopez ‘The suspect and associates Ron Speaker Jose de Venecia lamented ү——— —— €— 
‘Mijares, alias Sam Miguel, and  Almutairizs release and sought 
AT LEAST 37 PEOPLE, SOME  LaniVidal were indicted forestafa the help of Mayor Alfredo Lim. 
from as far away as Pangasinan, and non-bailable large-scale re- Cristina Alfero, 30, of 
"fled estafa and large-scale ille- cruitment charges. Calasiao, Pangasinan, said she 
gal recruitment charges against Тһе charges were dismissed by borrowed money to pay the 
alleged members of a syndicate Pasay City inquest prosecutor No- P80,000 processing fee for a 
that promised them jobs in Aus- lasco Femandez Jr. for “lack of in- care-giving job with a $1,200 а 


tralia and New Zealand, terest” when four complainants month (about Р50,000) salary. d 
‘Allthe suspects are at large. filed a joint affidavit of desistance- Jesusa Mendoza of Bulacan, Y 
The charges were filed in the on Dec. 14. meanwhile, paid P20,000 in 3 


Manila City Prosecutor's Officeby Almutaiiz,a resident of Ilang- June for the $600-$700-а- 
the victims who were reportedly Iang Street, Fairview, Quezon month jobas apple picker. 
promised jobs as apple-pickers, City was nabbed in an entrap- But when the complainants got 
‘waiters and caregivers. ment operation on Dec. 11 after their passports, one of them no- 
The complainants said Fatima receiving P20,000 worth of ticed that the Philippine Overseas 
Cecille Almutairiz, alias Cecille marked money at a restaurant in Employment Administration 
Moron of Swen International Pasay City (POEA) stub was not validated. 
Manpower Agency at 501 Pruden- The money was supposedly for Оп Dec. 18, the РОБА issueda_| FORA GREEN ENVIRONMENT 
tial Life building, Sta. Cruz, was job applicants Richelle Delicana, certification saying Swen Interna- | The Charitable, Religious, Educational and Social Welfare Organization of the Philippines (Cres) led 
arrested last week by the National Donna Ruth Olmedilla, Randy tional Manpower Agency, also |  byits chair, Justice Emilio Gancayco, and president Dr. James Dy, held tree planting ceremonies at 


mme" 


Bureau of Investigation (NBD). Mampusti and Mildred Masagca. represented by Randy Mambusti, | the Quezon City Elliptical Circle in support of environment programs in the city. In photo are Justice 
But Almutairiz was reportedly The other complainants, in- Bethalyn Сајадо and Edwin Mag- | Emilio Gancayco, vice chair Ruben. Rs, Dr. Dy, QC Park Foundation Inc. put Charito rs and 
freed after some victims agreed to cludingJoydeVeneciaofBulacan, talas, was not licensed as a re- | stermenberso ine organ ation. SOARED TD 
asettlement. reportedly a relative of House cruitment agency. = eene] 
By Alcuin Papa to help fight crime. mas season. The vendors could also serve ales told reporters yesterday in ask for their cooperation. 

Chief Supt. Roberto Rosales Rosales said he asked the as witnesses, the MPD chief Camp Crame. Holiday shoppers have com- 
APPARENTLY FRUSTRATED AT said his men could not clear the vendors instead to help police said. Rosales said vendors would plained that sidewalk vendors 
mot being able to drive away streets of Divisoria, Quiapo and go after petty criminals like “They should cooperate with alsobeaskedtokeeptheirareas caused congestion in Divisoria, 
sidewalk vendors, the Manila Віпопао of vendors because the snatchers, pickpockets, cell the police to be able tosell their clean. Quaipo and Binondo, apart 


Police District (MPD) said it city government allowed them phonerobbersandhold-upmen goods. If not, their businesses He said he had conducted di- from turning these areas into 
would instead ask the vendors to ѕе their wares this Christ- who prey on holiday shoppers. will be adversely affected,” Ros- alogues with street vendors to havens for petty criminals. 


ане | 


Мо malice i in article, says Lolit 
TALENT manager and talk show host Lolit 
Solis yesterday claimed there was “no mal- 
ice” in the article she wrote about actors Pi- 
olo Pascual and Sam Milby that reportedly 
described the two as gay. Solis, who was 
slapped with a P12-million libel suit by the 

CHILDHOPE ASIA PHILIPPINES singer-hosts of ABS-CBN for an Oct. 15 arti- 
"Терон 300000 чин call 569 Mi. cle in Pilipino Star Ngayon, insisted in her 

Ч counter-affidavit submitted to Manila assis- 

tant prosecutor Dennis Aguila that Pascual 
and Milby were both "public figures." Solis 
claimed in her "Take It, Take It" column that 
she saw the actors "sweet" to each other at 
a hotel coffeeshop on Oct. 12. Pascual and 
Milby denied the allegations, saying they 
were not at the hotel on that date. Solis’ edi- 
tor Veronica Samio, who was also named as 
respondent, said іп her counter-affidavlt* 
that she could not be held liable because 
she was already on leave from her duties at. 
the time. Samio added that she had never 
seen the draft of Solis' column, nor had she 
edited the copy or written its title "Sam and 
Piolo, naglalampungan." Citing a case in 
the United States, Samio said she could not 
be included in the libel suit since she "did 
not participate in the preparation, editing or 
publishing" of an alleged defamatory arti- 
cle. Allison W. Lopez 


7 buses destroyed in QC fire 
AN HOUR-LONG fire razed a bus terminal, de- 
stroying seven parked public utility buses yes- 
terday morning in Novaliches, Quezon City. 
The blaze was allegedly caused by negligent. 
welders using acetylene tanks. Barangay 
* watchmen said firefighting units were able to 
put out the fire before the flames could spread 
to a neighboring gasoline station and there 
was no reported casualty. Quezon City Fire 
District reports said the fire hit the Lipad Tran- 
sit terminal, owned by Wendell Lipad, at 
around 10:35 a.m., yesterday, along Old Sauyo 
Road, Barangay Sauyo. The fire quickly gob- 
bled up the seven buses parked inside the ter- 
minal even if the blaze only reached the first 
alarm. Barangay Sauyo Services and Develop- 
ment Office (BSDO) officer Rolando Mapugay 
told the моляея it was fortunate the fire 
spared a nearby Caltex gasoline station. Arson 
investigators said they are still investigating 
the cause of the fire. The estimated cost of 
damage was not immediately available. 
Jeannette І. Andrade 


Trader loses car to thieves 
MANDALUYONG policemen are hunting down 
three men who forcibly took the vehicle of a 
businessman early yesterday morning. 
Leonardo Padilla told authorities that he was. 
parking his Mazda 6 in front of his house on 


igh HAVEN'T WATCHED =- Haig Street, around 2am. when three men on 


‚ Has he been good enough 
to get something for Christmas? 


board a Honda Civic suddenly arrived and took 


TOO M . his car at gunpoint. One of the gunmen also 
| pistol-whipped the victim before escaping with 


the vehicle, police said. Tina б. Santos 


Ham for Navotas residents 
POOR residents of Navotas City will have ham 
on their tables this Christmas after the local 
government announced it would distribute a 
kilo of ham for each needy family in the city. 
"We want Navotefios to feel the spirit of Christ- 
mas. After all, there are still many good rea- 
sons to thank the Lord and ta hope for a won- 
derful New Year," said Mayor Toby Tiangco, 
‘one of the country’s Outstanding Young Man 
awardee for the year. The city has allotted a 
budget of P1 million for the project. Starting 
today, under the Share a Blessing project, an 
estimated 10,000 families will serve ham for 
the traditional Christmas Eve dinner. "It's a 
small price to pay to make each family's 
i Christmas more meaningful," according to 
Tiangco. Local government officials and city 
hall employees will also receive their 14th 
month bonus today. Nancy Carvajal. 
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Betancourt release under way, says ex-hubby 


PARIS—FRANCE OFFERED ON 
‘Wednesday to take in any Marxist 
rebels exchanged in a prisoner swap 
if Colombia's FARC released a group 
of hostages including French-Colom- 
bian politician Ingrid Betancourt. 

French Prime Minister Francois 
Fillon said Colombian President Al- 
уаго Uribe had made it clear that 
his government wanted France to 
accommodate the leftist guerrillas 
after their release. 

"France has said it would be will- 


ing, along with other European and 
Latin American countries, to do 
that,” Fillon told RFI radio. 

The Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia (FARC) announced 
Tuesday that it had ordered the re- 
lease of three hostages, including 
Clara Rojas, kidnapped in 2002 
alongside Betancourt, and her son 
born in captivity. 

‘The Marxist rebels said they would 
free lawmaker Consuelo Gonzalez as 
well as Rojas—a top aide in Betan- 


KIDNAPPED former Colombian presidential candidate Ingrid Betancourt, 
right, and her running mate Clara Rojas during their captivity at an undisclosed 


loc; this 


age from television made available on Aug. 31, 2003. 


= 


court’s 2002 Colombian presidential 
bid—and the 3- ог 4-year-old boy 
bor of an insurgent father. 

France has been deeply interest- 
ed in Colombia's hostage crisis 
since Betancourt was kidnapped 
while campaigning for the Colom- 
bian presidency in 2002. 

The proposed prisoner swap 
would involve the release of 500 
FARC members jailed in Colombia 
in return for 45 hostages held by the. 
rebels, including Betancourt and 
three Americans seized during a 
US-backed anti-drug operation. 

Meanwhile, Betancourt's former 
husband Fabrice Delloye told the 
private Europe 1 radio network that 
the liberation of the three hostages 
was "under way" adding that they 
"had left the FARC security zone." 

Her daughter Melanie Delloye 
added: “It's the first unilateral ges- 
ture by the FARC in six years,” and 
stressed that this was “great news. 

‘The French prime minister said 
he believed there was “more than a 
small hope” of seeing Betancourt 
herself released, and that a “process 
of negotiation and releases" was 
taking shape. 

"The world is watching Colom- 
bia, Ingrid Betancourt and the ac- 
tion of President Uribe," he said. 

"All of Latin America's heads of 
state are mobilized," Fillon said, 


Israel building Olmert a nuclear bunker 


JERUSALEM—PRIME MINISTER 
Ehud Olmert's residence is being 
outfitted with a bunker that can 
withstand a nuclear or chemical at- 
tack, an Israeli daily reported on 
Thursday. 

Workers at Olmerts official 
Jerusalem residence are thickening 
walls, digging, and installing air pu- 
rification equipment capable of 
countering chemical agents, ac- 
cording to the report in the mass 
circulation Yediot Ahronot. 

Mark Regev, a spokesperson for 
Olmert, would not comment on the 
report. 


| E 2 Pus. 


"But obviously all governments 
have an obligation to guarantee the. 
ongoing and efficient functioning 
of the government in a crisis situa- 
tion," Regev said. 

The Yediot report quoted anony- 
mous Olmert representatives as 
denying the construction of a 
bunker, saying the workers were 
merely adding a “safe room,” a 
room with thick concrete walls and 
metal-shuttered windows that is a 
feature of many Israeli buildings. Is- 
raeli construction codes require 
such rooms to protect residents in 
case of rocket attacks. 


SUZUKI 


The work at Olmert's residence 
follows the renovation of a bunker 
underneath the building housing 
his office, where Cabinet ministers 
are supposed to convene in case of 
an attack on Israel's government 
center in Jerusalem, the paper re- 
ported. 

As part of the push to protect Is- 
rael’s leaders from a а nonconven- 
tional attack, the paper wrote, Israel 
is also building a giant nuclear 
bunker in the hills several kilometers 
outside Jerusalem that will be acces- 
sible via a tunnel leading from gov- 
ernment offices inside the city. АР 


adding that President Nicolas 
Sarkozy had “intervened very force- 
fully with the Americans for them to 
support our efforts in the region." 


“I think that if the situation is 
changing, it is probably also a sign 
that US policy on the matter has 
changed," Fillon said. AFP 
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Conservative wins S. Korea presidency 


and his handling of the economy. 
By turning to Lee, the candidate 
of the opposition conservative 
Grand National Party, South Ko- 
reans put bread-and-butter is- 
sues ahead of the larger themes 
of social equality political 
change and reconciliation with 


‘SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—LEE MYUNG-BAK, A 
conservative politician famous for his success in 
business but dogged by questions about his char- 
acter, swept to a huge victory on Wednesday in a 
presidential election dominated by economic 
concerns. 


North Korea that had influenced 
Voters cast aside widespread and ifhe is indicted it could nulli- their votes in the past decade. 
misgivings about Lee's ethics, fy his victory before inaugura- This time, relations with 


North Korea or the United States 
barely registered among voters. 
But political analysts said Lee, а 
pro-business, pragmatic politi- 
cian not known for taking strong 
ideological positions, would im- 
ve prove Seouls strained relations 


betting that he would fulfill his 
pledge to whip the economy to 
the heady levels of the 1990s, 
when growth averaged around 7 
percent a year. But Lee's land- 
slide win was tempered by a new 
investigation directed at him, 


US Senate passes gun bill in response to rampage 


WASHINGTON—THE us 
Congress, prodded by the deadli- 
est shooting rampage in modern 
American history, passed legisla- 
tion on Wednesday to keep guns 
out of the hands of the mentally 
i. 

Without objection, the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
approved the measure, which 
would bolster background 
checks for gun buyers, and sent it 
to President George W. Bush to 
sign. 

‘The measure would be the 
first major new US gun-control 
law since 1994. It was drafted af- 


XEED 


MULTIMEDIA PROJECTOR 


tion day on Feb. 25. 

The results on Wednesday re- 
flected voters’ deep dissatisfac- 
tion with the liberal administra- 
tion of President Roh Moo-hyun, 
who is limited to a single five- 
year term by the constitution, 


LEE 


McCarthy was elected to 
Congress in 1996, three years af- 
ter her husband was killed and 
son injured when a gunman 
opened fire on a commuter 
train. 

The4 million-member Nation- 
al Rifle Association, a powerful 
US pro-gun lobbying group that 
has helped stop numerous gun- 
control bills, backed this one. 

“Everybody on both the sides 
of the issue of firearms’ owner- 
ship joined together,” said 
Democratic Rep. John Dingell 
of Michigan, a former NRA 
board member and another 


chief sponsor of the bill 

“Both sides recognize this as a 
very sensible and proper way to 
see to it that the law is enforced 
and people are protected,” Din- 
gell told Reuters in a telephone 
interview. 

‘Americans are among the 
world's most heavily armed peo- 
ple, and the country has one of 
the world’s highest murder rates. 

There are an estimated 250 
million privately owned guns in 
the United States, which has a 
population of about 300 milion. 

About 30,000 people a year 
die from gun wounds. Reuters 


ter a gunman with a history of 
mental illness killed himself and 
32 others in April at Virginia 
Tech university. 

The product of months of 
talks, the bill was finally agreed 
io as lawmakers prepared to 
wrap up their work for the year 
and head home for the holidays. 

"Together, we have crafted a 
bill that will prevent gun vio- 
Тепсе, but maintain the Second 
Amendment rights of law-abid- 
ing citizens" to bear arms, said 
Democratic Rep. Carolyn Mc- 
Carthy of New York, a chief spon- 
sor ofthe bill. 
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Я vestigation into the videotape destruction. 


with Washington. As for North 
Korea, Lee has said that he will 
continue the policy of engaging 
it economically but that he will 
demand more concessions. 

With 48.7 percent of the total 
votes, Lee, who had been leading 
in opinion polls for months, fell 
slightly short of his goal of gar- 
nering more than half of all votes 
cast, something no one has ac- 
complished since South Korea 
began holding democratic elec- 
tions in 1987. But in returning 
the Grand National Party to pow- 
er after 10 years of liberal rule, 
he won by the largest margin 
since 1987, with his nearest ri- 


val, Chung Dong-young, a candi- 
date allied with Roh, coming in 
with only 26.1 percent. 

Still, political analysts and vot- 
ers interviewed indicated that 
the numbers did not amount to a 
strong endorsement of Lee but 
reflected the absence of viable 
contenders among the 12 candi- 
dates. "I voted for Lee Myung- 
bak even though I think he's a lit 
tie corrupt,” said Kim Cho-rong, 
21, a college student studying in- 
terior design. "I figured someone 
who is a little guilty but compe- 
tent was better for our society 
than someone who is innocent 
but incompetent. NYT 


RED PLANET UP CLOSE 
This image provided by Nasa's Hubble Space Telescope showsa close- 
up of the red planet Mars when it was closest to the Hubble Space 

Telescope—just 88 million km away taken with Hubble's Wide 
and Planetary Camera 2. Mars was closest to Earth on Dec. 18. 
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Europe proposes limits on auto emissions 
PARIS—European Union officials told leading automakers on Wednes- 
day to make deep cuts in tailpipe emissions of the cars they produce or 
face fines that could reach billions of euros. Companies including Volk- 
swagen and Renault immediately promised a fight to weaken the pro- 
posed legislation, saying that compliance would be difficult and that it 
would hurt their competitiveness around the world. But European offi- 
cials insisted that the legislation was necessary if the region was to con- 
tinue leading global efforts to reduce greenhouse gases like carbon 
dioxide. A tough law for car pollution "demonstrates that the European 
Union is committed to being a world leader in cutting CO2 emissions. 
and the development of a low-carbon economy,” the president of the 
European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, said. The European envi- 
ronment commissioner, Stavros Dimas, said the industry's decade-old 
promises to meet emissions reduction targets voluntarily had not yield- 
ed the desired results, making the tougher action necessary. NYT 


CIA to release documents about videos 
WASHINGTON—The CIA says it will begin handing over documents to 
Congress about the destruction of videotapes that showed harsh inter- 
rogation of two terror suspects after a House of Representatives com- 
mittee threatened to subpoena two agency officials. Democratic Rep. 
Silvestre Reyes, chair of the House intelligence committee, said on 
Wednesday he had prepared subpoenas for former and current CIA offi- 
cials and attorneys if they refuse to appear before the committee volun- 
tarily. The panel rejected a Bush administration request that it defer to 
an executive branch preliminary inquiry and has launched its own in- 


AP 
Ex-Thai tourism chief quits polls over bribery claims 


BANGKOK—A former governor of the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand on Thursday withdrew 
her candidacy in upcoming polls after allega- 
tions emerged of bribery during her tenure, a 
spokesperson from her party said. A Los Ange- 
les-based couple were arrested in the United 
States this month for allegedly paying $1.7 mil- 
lion in bribes to a Thai government official for 
the right to manage the Bangkok international 
Film Festival from 2003. At the time Juthamas 
Siriwan was head of the tourism body, which 
sponsors the festival AFP JUTHAMAS 


Nepal finds possible burial site of 'disappeared" 
KATMANDU-—Nepal's human rights commission said on Thursday it 
had found what may be а burial or cremation site of civilians who disap- 
peared during the country's decade-long war against Maoist rebels. A 
team, including representation from the United Nations' human rights 
agency, found half-burnt logs, partially buried pieces of clothes and 
plastic bags on a fprested slope in the army-protected Shivapuri Na- 
tional Park, 15 km north of Katmandu. "People might have been killed 
somewhere else and buried or cremated here, or they might have been 
brought and killed here,” said Gauri Pradhan, who visited the site as a 
member of the government's National Human Rights Commission. 
Reuters 


D> 


Family abuse kills 32 old people in Japan 
TOKYO—More than 30 old people in Japan died due to abuse by fami- 
ly members in the year to March, the government said in a report. Half 
the 32 victims were murdered, six died due to violence and 10 be- 
cause of neglect, all by family members who were taking care of them, 
the welfare ministry said. Sons were to blame for 10 of the deaths, 
said the report released on Wednesday. Over half the victims were 
women, with seven women being killed by their husbands, it said. 
Reuters 
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REED JUNTILLA BURIED A TRIPLE WITH 
one-tenth of a second left as Hapee sus- 
tained its phenomenal run with a 
thrilling 83-80 triumph over Toyota Bal- 
intawak in the PBL semifinal opener yes- 
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Hapee still unbeaten; 
San Mig Coffee scores 


Г GAMES TOMORRI 


Mavs 


Suns /A29 


“The breaks were 


(TheArena,San Juan) 00 Our side. But we 
2pm—HapeevsToy- Were very pressured. 
ota Balintawak Yd be a hypocrite if T 
арт напою didn't say we were 
ConrewsSanMg not pressured. Its 
Cotes hard to sustain а win- 


WHAT'S INSIDE 5 
B Pistons 
halt Celts; 


SAN MIG Coffee’s Kevin dela Peña (left) tries to thwart Harbour 


Centre's Rico Mai 


hofer in yesterday's semifinal game. 


Games medalists 
| get bonuses today 


By Marc Anthony Chrismas," Ram- | 
Reyes irez said yesterday. 
He also hinted 

THEIR SIXTH- that the President 
place overall finish might also give out 
notwithstanding, additional incen- — | 
the national ath- tives on top of | 
Jetes will still get what is stipulated. | 
their bonuses for intheRepublicAct | 
securingamedalin | 9064. Thelawre- | 
the recent 24th А wards individual 
Southeast Asian. sold medalists 
Gamesin Thailand, MOLINA: Fourgolds P100,000 each, sil- 

No less than President Maca- ver medalists P50,000 and 
pagal-Arroyo will award the bronze-medal winners 
medal incentives amounting to P10,000. 
P10.3 million to 228 athletes Coaches and team gold win- 
‘who shone in the Thailand SEA. ners will also be given incen- 
Games, where the defending tives based on the formula stip- 
champion Philippines finished ulated in the law, Ramirez said. 
sixth in the 11-nation field. ‘The 2007 SEA Games Male 

Philippine Sports Commi Athlete of the Year Miguel Moli- 
sion chair William “Butch” na is the most successful Fil- 
‘Ramirez said the Chief Execu- ^ ipinointhecompetition. He 
tive will welcome the athletes won four swimming gold 
at 1:30 p.m. atthe Heroes Hall, medals, including one in 
"where she also sent етой for 4x100m medley relay 
the SEA Games last month. After winning 113 golds the 

“The President requested ће last time, the Philippines only 
release ofthe funds fromthe managed 41 in Thailand on top 
Pagcor (Philippine Amusement of 91 silver and 96 bronze 
and Gaming Corp.) sowecan medals. It was the country’s 


give the incentives before 


worst finish since 1977. 


RODELROTON: 


terday at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Јата? only basket in the final period ex- 
tended the Complete Protectors’ winning 
streak to 10 games and pushed them within a 
win of a championship berth in the V.Go Ex- 
treme Energy Drink Cup. 

“Our first option was (Gabe) Norwood, but 
he wasn’t open and Juntilla was our second 
option," said coach Jun Noel of Hapee's win- 
ning play. 


ning run. 
The late additions continued to shine earli- 
er as San Mig Coffee stunned outright semifi- 
nalist Harbour Centre, 80-72, in Game 1 of 
their own best-of-three series. 
Pong Escobal—a post-elimination recruit 
along with San Beda teammates Sam Ekwe 
and Ogie Menor—fired 23 points as the Cof- 
fee Kings threatened to end Batang Piers 
three-conference reign. 


ж 


shade 


Hapee blew a 19-point cushion, 54-35, and. 
seemed headed for an extra period when JV 
Casio nailed a triple with 2.9 seconds remain- 
ing to knot the contest at 80-all. 

"We took a break for almost three weeks 
and it showed. We were rusty” said Noel after 
the Complete Protectors overcame a near- 
meltdown to surpass the nine-game winning 
streak set by the 1998 Tanduay squad. 

Тапу Rodriguez, Mark Borboran and Nor- 
wood kept the Complete Protectors in the 
game as the Road Kings rallied in the last sev- 
en minutes behind Erwin Sta. Maria and Erick 
Rodriguez. 

The Coffee Kings pulled away from a 64-64 
deadlock with Ekwe nailing a side jumper, fol- 

HAPEE A28 


OVERTIME ON THE DANCE FLOOR 


SAMSUNGA | 


B 


Ang bawat P300 ng Petron Xtend Autogas, 1 raffle coupon na. Maraming papremyo buwan-buwan. 
May dalawang Toyota Avanza pa sa grand draw! 


Bowling co 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


PHILIPPINE. BOWLING, BATTERED 
and humbled in the recent 24th South- 
east Asian Games, is set to undergo a total 
revamp that might start at the top. 
Philippine Bowling Congress president. 
Steve Hontiveros yesterday said he is will- 
ing to step down even as he announced 
‘that his coaches Caloy de Leon, Jean 
Canaleta and Madoka Amano are consid- 
егей automatically resigned after falling. 
to land at least one gold during the SEA 
Games, 


Wednesday night's game at Cuneta Astrodome. The Realtors won, 101-96. 


“Tm willing to step down,” said Hon- 
tiveros, whose bowlers left for the bienni- 
al meet on a controversial note following 
the late replacement of two players, who 
won in the last SEA Games in Manila. 

“If someone is willing to take my place, 
Iwill step down,” added Hontiveros, who 
has been an on-and-off PBC president 
since 1986. His latest term will end on 
January 2009. 

Hontiveros and the PBC board booted 
ош defending SEA Games men's Masters 
champion Markwin Tee and Joonee 
Gatchalian, who ruled the men’s doubles 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 


in 2005 with CJ Suarez, for being “un- 
coachable” several days before the team's 
departure for Bangkok. 

‘Their slots were taken up by reserves 
Benshir Layoso and Tyrone Ongpauco. 

Hontiveros, also the POC secretary 
general, defended the move then, saying 
it was a necessary "gamble." 

маза gamble that backfired with on- 
ly Biboy Rivera and Liza del Rosario pre- 
venting a more humiliating medal 
shutout as they salvaged a silver in the 
mixed doubles. 

The Philippines bagged four gold 


medals and six silvers during the 2005 
edition here only to end up without a 
medal in the 2006 Asian Games in Doha, 
Qatar. 

"Lahat ginawa ko na, lahat sinugal ko 
na (I have done everything, I have risked 
everything)," Hontiveros told said. “Now 
‘we need to upgrade our coaches.” 

The rest of the national team players 
were also dropped from the list, accord- 
ing to Hontiveros, except for Rivera and 
del Rosario. 

Hontiveros said he had an agreement 
with the national coaches that they would 


ASI TAULAVA HAS AMAZED EVERYBODY Froilan Baguion still 
by bringing Coca-Cola back into con- — W L | on the injury list, it 
tention. Now, every team is beginningto | burma" s | will be another tall 
fear this ferocious Tiger in the final | saluda 8 6 | order for the Drag- 
stretch of the Smart-PBA Philippine Cup | TakNTet 8 6 | ons, who are in the 

7W elimination round. Аа 8 6 | cellarat3-11. 
| Barangay Ginebra will try to succeed | Майа 7 7 Expecting the re- 
| where others have failed when the Gin | сан 5 8 | turnofCyrusBaguio 
| Kings battle Taulava andthe inspired Tigers | A! 5 9 | from sick bay, the 
4 at 7:20 p.m. today at the Cuneta As- | №ёс 3 11 | Bulls are seeking to 
: 4 trodome. GAMESTOMORROW | improve their sec- 
- “It's (Coke) an entirely different team | (CunelaAstrodome) | ond-running 8-5 
© with Asi in it,” said Barangay Ginebra coach 450p.m—Welcoat | record and move 
Jong Uichico. “With four straight wins, you vs Red Bull closer to the leading 
definitely cannot mess around with them.” |. 720p-m—CocaCola | Purefoods TJ Giants 

The Welcoat Dragons, whose seventh | ‘SSarangayGinebra | (11-3). 

straight defeat was inflicted by the Tigers, With Asi sure to 
"will take on Red Bull in the first game at be the central figure in Ginebra's battle- 


ATENEO-LA SALLE GOLF DUEL 


Looks like it's Green anew: 


By Musong В. Castillo 


TAGAYTAY—"LOOKS LIKE MONEY 
in the bank’ 

This was how La Salle skipper Fred- 
die Mendoza described his team’s 
chances last night after the Archers 
scored an 8-4 win to pull farther away 
from the Ateneo Eagles in their Ryder 
Cup-style duel at the rolling Tagaytay 
Midlands here. 

La Salle, bidding to win for the third 
straight year, now has a 16.5-7.5 lead 
going into todays final 18 singles 
matches, and Mendoza, anticipating 
victory, promised to “start strong so 
that we can finish early" 

Miko Alejandro sustained his hot 
form, partnering Justine Limjap to two 
contrasting wins yesterday. They came 
back from 2 down with five holes to 
play against Yoyong Velez and Jovi Neri 
and prevailed, 1-up, in in the morning 
foursomes. 

Alejandro, a standout for South- 
‘woods in the PAL Interclub and Fi-Am 


RP cyclists 


[73 


EA ул. 


tournaments, and Limjap then ripped 
the Iggy Clavecilla and Manoling Chan 
pair in the afternoon, 4 and 3. 

“It looks like money in the bank al- 

ready" Mendoza declared after watch- 
ing the final match, a deadlock be- 
tween Ateneo's Gab Atienza and John 
Gobong and La Salle's Francis Gaston 
and Вайу Garcia that ended in dark- 
ness. 
"We have the momentum and we 
wouldn't want to give them (Eagles) a 
chance, that’s why we will start strong 
(today).” 

Mendoza said he will have Tommy 
Manotoc, King Stehmeier, Raffy Gar- 
cia, Alejandro, Limjap, JP Reyes and 
Anya Tanpinco come out for the singles 
early so that the Archers could get the 
required final five points quick. 

Manotoc, the 58-year-old former 
Asia-Pacific Seniors champion, did not 
play for La Salle yesterday as Mendoza 
opted to reserve him for singles play. 

"There will be no room for us to re- 
Jax, even with such a lead,” Manotoc 


а 


tional road cycling team that 
missed winning the gold medal in 
the recent 24th Southeast Asian 
Games in Nakhon Ratchasima, 
looked poised to rule the six-stage 
2007 Tour of Thailand. 

After the — 214.10-kilometer 
fourth stage marked by a 1,200-me- 
ter climb in northern Thailand, the 


4:50 p.m. with the Bulls hoping to bounce 
back from a disappointing loss against the 
Sta. Lucia Realtors last week. 

With bigman Jay-R Reyes and playmaker 


said. “Until the final point 
has been clinched, there is 
no such thing as a sure 
thing in this match up." 


Stehmeier and Marco 
livez also scored one of 


the most lopsided routs in 
the even, a Gand 
ihumping of the Jeric 
Hechanova-Anthony Fer- 
nando pair 


One other match fea- 


turing Ateneo's Jun Jun 
Раа and Mari 
Hechanova 
Bones Floro and Sam- 


against 


powers to two 


victories with Justine 
ja BAAS 


Limjap. 


draw the best that frontliners Eric Menk, 
Billy Mamaril and Rafi Reavis could offer. 
Ташауа'з intensity and double-double 


[MIKO Alejandro 


plan, the defending champions will have to. 


show way in Tour of 


THE VICTOR ESPIRITU-LED NA- 


team that won two matches for Ateneo. 
‘on Wednesday, split their assignment 
yesterday by winning over Chucky 
Hong and Miko Yee, 5 and 4, in the af- 
temoon. 


ning a total of three foursome matches. 
and losing just one for a4-2 score in the 
morning, which the Archers duplicated 
in the aftemoon. 

Marcel Puyat and Marty Ilagan, а 


Thailand 


Japan's А team was second witha rookie internationalist Irish Valen- 


44:13:01 clocking and Thailand A 
third with 44:17:08. 

A total of 17 teams started in the 
Union Cycliste Internationale-sanc- 
tioned race but after Wednesday's 
fourth stage, only 13 remain. 

‘Teams from Denmark, Germany, 
‘The Netherlands and Slovakia were 
among the starters in the multi- 


zuela in the first stage and veteran 
Warren Davadilla in the second 
stage. 

Lloyd Reynante and Ronald 
Gorantes are the other members of 
the PhilCycling team coached by 
Jomel Lorenzo and assisted by Din- 
do Quirimit and Dante Valdes. 

‘The nationals only have to keep 
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aches step down; chief may follow suit 


have to step down if the bowlers failed to 
achieve the team’s target of at least one 
gold and one silver in the biennial SEA 
Games. 

He said he would ask the PBC to rec- 
‘ommend a new coaching staff, adding 
that a foreign coach will be hired to train 
the local mentors. 

The decision to remove Tee and 
Gatchalian created a furor from the bowl- 
ing community in the wake of reports 
that there was no quorum when the PBC 
dropped the ax on the two veteran inter- 
nationalists. 


Rampaging Tigers 
take on Kings today 


output have been rubbing off on the Tigers, 
who are now just a full game behind Gine- 
bra's 6-8 record at seventh spot. 

The Tigers аге-4-1 since acquiring the 
2003 MVP from the Talk ‘N Text Phone 
Pals. 

“The team's character brought us here. 
But how to sustain it despite the recent 
success is our primary concern right 
now," said Coca-Cola coach Binky Favis, 
whose Tigers are 1-7 before Taulava ar- 
rived. 

Surrounded by a young crew featuring 
Alex Cabagnot, rookie Ronjay Buenafe 
and Chester Tolomia, Taulava seems to 
have found a second wind in his playing 
career. 

“When my performance dipped (at Talk 
*N Text), I thought it was over,” said Taula- 
va. “But coach Favis gave me another 
chance and I felt like a rookie again.” 


June Navarro 


SPORTSWATCH 


35 amateur fights highlight 


yearend PCSO boxing sked 
THE YEAR-END SCHEDULE OF THE PCSO 
Amateur Boxing Series reels off tomorrow 
moming at the Cantada Sports Center in 
Taguig City. 

‘The one-day event, held every two 
months, will feature amateur boxers in 35 
matches topbilled by national team boxers 
who participated in the recent 24th South- 
east Asian Games in Bangkok. 

Male and female boxers will show their 
wares in the event supervised by the Ama- 
teur Boxing Association of the Philippines. 
headed by Manny Lopez, organized by Joe 
Cantada Sports and supported by the PC- 
50 through its GM Rosario Uriarte and PR 
manager Manny Garcia. Sponsors include 
‘Tanduay, Toyota Balintawak and Mapecon. 


Pasay ‘Pasko’ derby kicks 


off with 80-plus matches 
MORE THAN 80 MATCHES ARE ON THE 
roster in the annual “Pasko Na Sa Pasay” 
4-cock derby which gets going at 4 p.m. 
today at the Pasay City Cockpit. 

Pit managers Eric dela Rosa and 
Butchoy Olano said among the favorites in 
the derby that offers a guaranteed prize of 
P400,000 are Patrick Antonio, Manny Pac- 
quiao, Pepito Ngo, Roger Segismundo, 
William Co, Lito Orillaza, Louie Cua, Gerry 
Ramos, Alex Tobias, Nene Aguilar, Butch 
Nunez, Benjie Lim, Osang dela Cruz, Gov. 
Ito Ynares, Dicky Gonzales, JV Magsaysay, 
Ramon Mancenares and Lito Roque. 


Last call for entries in P4-M 


Makati ‘Salpukan’ 6-cocker 
COCKERS AND BREEDERS, ESPECIALLY 
those from the provinces, have one last 
chance to join the "Pamaskong Salpukan" 
6-cock derby, а РА million event being held 
atthe Makati Coliseum. 

Entries must be presented today at the 


mationals led the overall general 
classification with an accumulated 
time of 44 hours, nine minutes and 
24 seconds. 


their poise in the final two stages 
Thursday and Friday to emerge as 
overall general classification and 
Asean team champions. 


stage race that is the signature cy- 

cling competition of Thailand. 
Boosting the nationals’ campaign 

were the second-place finishes of 


coliseum office from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. For 
inquiries, call 8963545 or 8956475. 

‘As of yesterday, 246 participants have 
competed in the qualifying rounds. The fi- 
nals will be held on Dec. 26 and 29. 


VICTOR Espiritu paces RP riders. 


Hapee stays unbeaten . . . =. 


lowed by Glenn Bolocon’s back-to-back bas- the scoring mix in the second half, shooting 14 


‘sora sare), fei 5: 
kets fora 70-64 advantage with 2:58 left. T ament eet Ma Ad На (a, 


(б). Look of LoveAncoruptbe (б), Am And Ре (4), 


"Tm very thankful for San Beda for allow- anda pair of steals. арке ы ee) — 
у (Porta Вало] Gara (0) Sy k 
ing them to play for us; Sam made ош бє 920% feet) Sheed, Ln Se 


Sets Soret Te МЕ oy 

Race 4—{0rVTi}—Ciy ol Dreams/mper ] 

"Queen Elene (6), Go Dream Go (4) Роја Кио (5) 

Race 5 (Super Orr) pin буе (7), Princess o. 
Aachen (4), Bush Cambal (1). Body Shot (6), 
‘rowrang ory (6). Spanish Ruler (9) 

‘Roce (nr). Diama Већа (7) Zoe's Lass (4), Jaded 
Dancer (5), Büngeing (3) 

Race трапа Кае Alex (8). Batang Bukid (3), 
идеа (б, Мапу (10) Beat зада 7) 

Race Spent Or/In)--Goniaon SioryBue Sheth 
б). гей Sur y ren Cd (Нов, 
Tower ot Swength (8) 

Race бд SONThij—Highchaircontusion (3, 
Please Do (1), коп Heart (6, упо Joje (4) Lady 
Lune (8) Нек Jeanette d) 


fense happen with his presence in the shaded 
lane," said San Mig coach Koy Banal. 

Solomon Mercado shot 33 points, but the 
Harbour Centre Fil-American drew support 
only from Rico Maierhofer as the Coffee Kings 
surged ahead at 75-66 in the closing minutes. 

“Defense gave us a big lift,” said Banal. “Al- 
though Mercado had a career game, we were 
able to shut down the other guys.” 

Escobal also contributed six rebounds and 
four assists, while Еме finished with 15 
markers and 11 boards, 


‘SAN MIG COFFEE 80—Escotal 23, Eee 16, Raises 14, 


‘Ababou 6, Tang 6, Asoro 4, Malabanan 4, Vergara 2, Cañizares 
2, Femandez 0, Gaco 0, Gamboa O, Gonzales 0. 

Quarters: 24-21, 38-37, 54-50, 80-72 

Second Game 

HAPEE 83—Rodriguez 17, Borboran 14, Norwood 14, 
Junta 11, Da 7, Hermida б, Mercado 6, Quinday 4, Hugnatan 
4 Espirtu б, бобо 0. Viray O. Saguindei O. 

TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 80—Sta. Maria 21, Jaime 12, Ro- 
diguez 10, Casio 9, Vitanueva 7, Jan б, Раз 4, Hayes 4, 
Dedicatoria 4, Aldave 3, Cole 0. Balgos 0, Šena 0, Guerrero O. 

Quarters: 15-12, 39-35, 66-50, 63-60 


organizing Healthway Medical held SK and 10K races for 300 runners that 
raised funds for the Citizenship by Good Example Foundation. The fun 
run highlighted the HMC Inc.'s 10% anniversary celebration. 
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Former IOC 
chief rushed 7 


to hospital 
after fainting & 


MADRID—FORMER | INTERNATIONAL 
Olympic Committee (IOC) president Juan 
Antonio Samaranch will spend the night in 
hospital after collapsing at a promotional 
event in the Spanish capital on Wednesday. 

Medical staff said the 87-year-old had ге- 
sponded well to treatment after fainting be- 
cause of an increase in arterial blood pres- 
sure, 

“The patient’s situation remains stable 
and controlled,” said Doctor Raquel del 
Valle of the cardiology department at the 
Clinico hospital. 

"As a consequence, and in agreement 
with the family, we will not be issuing an- 
other report until tomorrow." 

Witnesses reported that Samaranch was 
rushed to hospital after fainting shortly be- 
fore he was due to attend the presentation 
of a fund-raising event organized by Real 
Madrid goalkeeper Iker Casillas and tennis 
player Rafael Nadal. 

Samaranch was head of the IOC between 
1980 and 2001 and is now an honorary life 
president of the organization. 

He remains an active figure in Spanish 
and international sports administration 
and is often present at high-profile events 
such as Wednesday's presentation. He was 
in Lausanne last week at an IOC Executive 
Board meeting. 

Samaranch spent several weeks in hospi- 
tals in Lausanne and Barcelona after suffer- 
ing from fatigue shortly after stepping 
down as ОС president in 2001. Reuters 


Mundine stakes 
WBA crown vs 
Hamdan Feb. 27 


SYDNEY—ANTHONY 
Mundine said Thurs- 
day he will defend his 
WBA super-mid- 
dleweight world tide 
against fellow Aus- 
tralian Nader Hamdan 
"| here on Feb. 27. 

Mundine, who won 
his second title de- 
fense against Argen- 
tine Jose Alberto 
Clavero by fourth round knockout here on 
Dec. 12, has won 30 fights (23 by knockout) 
with three defeats. 

Hamdan, 33, has lost three of his last five 
fights to take his record to 40-5. 

‘Hamdan has never had a crack ata world 
title in his 10-year professional career, but 
Mundine insists his mate is “the real deal.” 

“I wouldn't take a fight if I thought he 
was going to be another easy opponent," 
Mundine said Thursday. AFP 


MUNDINE 
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PORTLAND Trail Blazers’ Travis Outlaw (left) foils a drive by Toronto Raptors’ Chris Bosh in 


their NBA game Dec. 19. At right is LaMarcus Aldridge. 


кале 


Allen eyes return after 2-game 
absence due to sore right ankle 


BOSTON—RAY ALLEN SAID HE HOPED to 
return to the Boston Celtics lineup Wednes- 
day after missing two games with a sore 
right ankle. 

Allen said he originally got the injury 
Nov. 24 in Charlotte when he rolled the an- 
Ме late in the fourth quarter. The guard 
said he tried to play through the pain, but 
took a seat when the lingering discomfort 


started to affect his jump shot. 

Allen shot around in practice Tuesday, 
but did not fully participate in the workout. 
He planned to test the ankle again in a 
shootaround prior to Boston's home game 
against the Detroit Pistons. 

Allen, acquired in a draft day trade with 
Seattle, is the second-leading scorer for the 
Celtics (20-2), averaging 19.2 points. 


AS 


Pistons hal 
Celts; Mavs 
ty shade Suns 


Grizzlies prevail 
as Spurs sputter 


BOSTON—CHAUNCEY BILLUPS HIT TWO FREE THROWS WITH A. 
tenth of a second left to lead the Detroit Pistons to an 87-85 win 
over the Boston Celtics on Wednesday. 


The loss was Boston's first at 
home this season having won 
their first 12 home games. 

The Pistons held off a late 
Boston rally and won the game 
when Billups converted his free 
throws after being fouled by 
Tony Allen. 

"Itwas playoff-intense, pretty 
aggressive out there," Detroit 
coach Flip Saunders told re- 
porters. "I would say, by far, it 
was the most aggressive game 
this season, with all five guys 
going against each other. 

“It got a little bit chippy, so it 
was a little bit of a playoff-like 
atmosphere.” 

Detroit led 85-79 with 3:34 
to play but Eddie House and 
Ray Allen hit three-pointers to 
tie the game. 


Pierce missed fadeaway 

‘The score was level until the 
final seconds, when Paul Pierce 
missed a fadeaway that would 
have given the Celtics the lead. 

Rasheed Wallace grabbed the 
rebound and called a timeout 
with 1.7 seconds left. On the in- 
bound, Allen fouled Billups, 
leading to the winning free 
throws. 

Billups had a game-high 28 
points, including 12 in the 
fourth quarter, and added eight 
assists. 

Richard Hamilton added 21 
points and Wallace nine points 
and 13 rebounds for the Pis- 
tons. 

Kevin Garnett led Boston 
with 26 points and 12 rebounds 
and Ray Allen added 24 points. 
Despite being the losing team, 
Boston had 49 percent posses- 
sion to Detroit's 40 percent. 

“It’s a good lesson for our 
guys,” Boston coach Doc Rivers 


Ruangkit pulls ahead with 64; [ 


Que 6 shots off in E San Open | 


said. 

Detroit (18-7), the Central 
Division leaders, won its third 
successive game. 

Dirk Nowitzki scored 31 
points when the Dallas Maver- 
icks hung on to edge ahead of 
the Phoenix Suns, 108-105, in 
the latest showdown between 
the two Western Conference ri- 
vals. 

The New York Knicks defeat- 
ed the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
108-90, with LeBron James 
grabbing 32 points, eight re- 
bounds and six assists for the 
Cavaliers, who have lost nine of 
their last 11 games. 


Mourning knee injury 

The Atlanta Hawks outlasted 
the slumping Miami Heat to 
win, 117-111, in overtime. The 
Heat have been defeated in 
eight of their past 11 games and 
lost Alonzo Mourning due to a 
knee injury. 

‘The Charlotte Bobcats rallied 
from а 12-point deficit with six 
minutes left to beat the Utah 
Jazz, 98-92. 

Gerald Wallace had 26 points 
to lead Charlotte. 

The San Antonio Spurs lost 
their third successive road 
game when Rudy Gay hit a 
three-pointer over Tim Duncan 
as the final buzzer sounded, lift- 
ing the Memphis Grizzlies past 
the Spurs, 88-85. 

Dwight Howard had 21 
points, 11 rebounds and three 
blocks when the Orlando Magic 
beat the Houston Rockets, 97- 
92. 

Yao Ming had 19 points and 
17 rebounds for the Rockets, 
who lost Tracy McGrady with a 
knee injury after the first half. 

Reuters 


МОМСКНАІ, THAILAND—DEFEND- 
ing champion Boonchu Ruangkit re- 
newed his love affair with the E San 
Open on Wednesday with a blistering 
seven-under-par 64 to lead by two 
strokes after the first round. 

‘The 51-year-old Thai shot a career- 
best 59 on his way to victory at the 
par-71 Victory Park Golf and Country 
Club last year and quickly reasserted 
his authority 

Boonchu is two shots ahead of Tha- 
worn Wiratchant, a former Asian 
number one, and promising 21-year- 
old Kwanchai Tannin, both of Thai- 
Jand. 

Filipino Angelo Que was the lone 


RUANGKIT: Still hot at 51 
70. 

‘The home dominance on day one 
was completed by Prayad Marksaeng, 
the winner of the recent Masters of 


Asia, and Metee Siripot, who are a fur- 
ther shot adrift after opening 67s. 

The $50,000 Singha E San Open is 
the fifth leg of the fledgling Asean Golf 
‘Tour aimed at providing more playing 
opportunities for Southeast Asian 
golfers. 

Lacing scores: а denotes amau 64 - 
Booncha затда (Tha): 6—Thawom Маа 
(Tha), Калев Tin (Tha: 67 - Pragd Mark- 
лето (Tra). Mee беро (Thal 68 Аба Sas- 
ug (Па), Wom Duca (Па 
70—Athephon Prafummanee (Па), Angelo Que 
(RP). Талай Tandavs (Tha) (а, Ма Vi- 
Уахап (Tha), Заћаја Supopama (Tha), Nat Put- 
1а (Па) fa). Pongthep Jaswchumnanchao (Tra), 
заћи Meesanat (Tra), Thanyawat батро (Tra), 


м 


JOHN McEnroe reacts after winning against fellow former superstar Boris Becker at the 
Masters of Legends tennis tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Wednesday, McEnroe won 


foreigner in contention following a 


‘Achat Ра (Tha) (a) АР 


the one set match in the tiebreak. 


LIANG: Player of the Year 


MINOZA: Notable performance 


‘SINGAPORE—ASIAN GOLF HAD ANOTHER 
stellar year in 2007, with tournaments grow- 
ing in stature and crowds flocking to catch a 
glimpse of an increasing number of top name 
stars. 

‘The region played host to 31 tournaments 
over the course of the year, nine of them co- 
sanctioned with the European Tour 

Three of them—Singapore Open, HSBC 
Champions and the World Сир—ойетей in 
excess of $ 4million in prize money as spon- 
sors continued to pump cash into the fast- 
growing sport. 

Winners in Asia in 2007 read like a who's 
who of world golf—Phil Mickelson, Retief 
Goosen, Vijay Singh, Angel Cabrera, Miguel 


More events, bigger money for Asian golf tour 


Angel Jimenez—as the trickle of big names 
playing on the continent turned into a flood. 

But there was also success for Asian Tour 
regulars, with stalwarts like the Philippines 
Frankie Mifioza, India's Jyoti Randhawa, and 
Thailand's Thawom Wiratchant all scoring 
victories. 

Inall, there were 28 different winners with 
only Taiwan's Lu Wen-teh lifting more than 
опе trophy—the Macau Open and the Tai- 
wan Masters. Scotland won the World Cup 
team event. 

But it was Liang Wen-chong who outshone 
them all, winning the European-sanctioned 
Singapore Masters and posting eight other 
top-10s to become the first man from China 


to win the Order of Merit title. He was also 
voted the Players Player of the Year. 

Thailand's Chapchai Wirat also won a Eu- 
ropean co-sanctioned tournament (TCL Clas- 
sic), as did South Africa's Anton Haig (John- 
nie Walker Classic), giving them playing 
rights in Europe. 

The man who continued to be the pace- 
зешег for Asia though was KJ Choi of South 
Korea, who burst into the world's top 10 for 
the first time with two victories on the US 
PGA Tour 

Bigger and better things are planned for 
next year, including a bumper three weeks in 
November where $17.25M will be up for 
grabs in four tourneys. AFP 
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Standings ater seven rounds: 
60 points—C. Sandipan (1008); 5.5—Zhang Z (Singapore), Z. Azmalparashvili 
(Georgi: 5.0—J. Sadorra (RP), Dao TH. (Vietnam), Wu S. (Singapore) R. Laxman (In- 
day; 45—E. Paciencia (ВР). S. Megaranto (Indonesia), NA. Dung (Vietnam). S. 
Sitranggang (Indonesia), РО. Girinath (India); 40—0. Dimakiling (RP), Chen L. (Chi 
na). Wan Y. (China). H. Jia (China), 6. Xiaobing (China). Wang L. (China); 3.5—M. 
Paragua (RP). J. Gonzales (RP), |. Sukandar (Indonesia), A. Nadanian (Armenia), S. 
Siyuan (China), Н. Mas (Malaysia) 
SINGAPORE—GRANDMASTER-CANDIDATE JULIO CATALINO 
Sadorra put up another brave stand despite handling the dis- 
advantageous black pieces before yielding to top seed GM 
Zhang Zhong of Singapore in the seventh round of the 2007 
Singapore Masters Open chess tournament here Wednesday. 
Sadorra, who kept Philippine Sandipan of India and half a point 
w Snark hopes alive by drawing with erst- behind Zhang and Az- 
(bj DOOR CLADDINGS while solo leader СМ Zurab Az- тай 
maiparashvili of Georgia in the 


SHARK 
BODY KIT 


«Tough ABS Plastic Material 
‘Textured Matte Finish; Scratch Resistant 


, the highest-rated In- 


` Concealed taping areas Sian Fac Сан 
A злак sixth round, crashed Баск го earth «ап player here with ап Elo of 
INT ИДИ КТ „@ after losing to the topseeded 2593, defeated compatriot IM 
ть Zhang, а former member of Chi- PD.S. Girinath їп the sixth round JUST TOO TOUGH: Chinese GM Zhang Zhong stays on top. 
паз national team. and upset Azmaiparashvili in the 
The  2lyearold  Sadorra, seventh to hike his. total to 6 the sixth round and defeated No. sixth round but was held to a 
whose family is now based in this points. 18 Wan Yunguo of China in the draw by IM Mas Hafizuhelmi of 


tiny island nation, absorbed his Zhang, who also drew withGM seventh to improve to 4.5 points. — Malaysia in the seventh round. 
first loss after four wins and two. Susanto Megaranto of Indonesia Oliver Dimakiling beat Woman In the eight round, Sadorra will 
draws in the tough, 44-player іп the sixth round, and Azmaipa- GM Li Ruofan of Singapore inthe play Megaranto, Paciencia will 
tournament. rashvili both have 5.5 points. sixth round but lost to Vietnam's battle GM Nguyen Anh Dung of 
The Filipino champion, who Another Singapore-based Fil- Dao Thien Hai in the seventh Vienam, Dimakiling will meet 


eamed his first GM norm during ipino, IM Enrique Paciencia, led round to remain with four points. Wang Li of China, Paragua will 

the recent third Prospero Pichay four others with 4.5 points. Paragua lost to IM Salor Sitang- face IM Ashot Nadanian of Arme- 

Rs ig - Cup international chess гошта- Paciencia, one of several Fil- gang of Indonesia in the seventh nia, IM Jayson Gonzales will tack- 

ment in Parafiaque City has five ipinos who migrated here toteach round. le WIM Irine Sukandar of Indone- 

Quester ЗА VETERWS LAG. POL ОАО ТН ШЕЕ! EHE points, а full point behind solo chess to Singapore youngsters, Gonzales won over fellow Fil- sia and Andador will test FM Gra- 
MERE INE "блага ACCESORIES WALARE, GUARANTEED LOWEST РИСТО leader and third seed GM Chanda drew with GM Mark Paragua in ipino Rolando Andador in the ham Cua Jia of Singapore. 


MIRIAM COLLEGE 
Environmental рк 


INDY Villalon floors it in the final straight to top the Yamaha Cup race in Macau. Villalon 
on the winners’ podium (below). 


Villalon rules Macau 
Yamaha Cup karting 


MACAU—FILIPINO INDY VILLALON practice sessions. 
overcame tire problems and the unpredic- But after set-up ad- 
table handling of a lighter machine to rule justments elimi- 
the 2008 Yamaha Cup Karting Champi- nated the extra 


weight, Villalon re- 
turned to the track 
and posted the 
fastest lap of 
53.838 seconds in 


onship at the Kartodromo de Coloane re- 
cently. 

Villalon captured the checkered flag in 
the pre-final race and finished seventh in 
the finals to bag the Seniors crown over 


karters from Macau, Japan, Malaysia, official practice. 

‘Singapore and South Korea. Е The maiden 
Already the winner of the Formula SL Yamaha Cup race 

Expert overall title in the 2007 Shell “was part of the 

Karting Series back home, Villalon quali- `Ë Æ championship 

fied fourth in the 21-man grid that in- round of the Asian 

cluded nine senior drivers. Karting Open Championship-Macau Kart 


А perfect start boosted Villalon of Prix. 
AUTS Racing right behind the leaders in Two other AUTS karters, Andres Cal- 
the pre-final race and stayed with the ma and Bobby Domingo, put up cred- 


lead group until the seventh lap, when _itable performances their in respective 
he swung wide to seize the front tostay. — divisions. 

Although tire problems slowed him Calma, in his first-ever overseas stint, 
down in the final race,he managed то qualified ninth in the Yamaha Junior 
finish seventh, justenough to give the Class against more experienced rivals 
Filipino the needed points то securethe while Domingo wound up third overall 
overall victory. in the Rotax Max Senior Class, where his 

У ther нтеп the Miam Сад Беју Canter im Tamang, Башай Villalon was actually seven kilograms competitors used faster and vastly supe- 
| 2 Бал salles adie соласт SUSAN exter. OS ал 02025577941 (Silla) ал GATS Coane} | | overweight during Thursday's initial riorengines. Steve Silva, Contributor 
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By Amy В. Remo 


ment. 


MAYNILAD WATER SERVICES INC. 
has finally been given the green light. 
to exit from corporate rehabilitation. 
Judge Reynaldo Daway of the reha- 
bilitation court approved on Dec. 19 
the water firm’s petition to be released 
from restrictions imposed under the 
Debt and Capital Restructuring Agree- 


With the restrictions of the DCRA 
lifted, Maynilad may now freely han- 
dle its finances, with which it hopes to 
fund water improvement projects 
throughout the west zone concession. 


Visit wwwcltibank.com ph or сай 995 9999 for more detall 
Бап! а registered service mark of Citigroup Ine. 


BSP slashes key rates by 25 poene pts 


Widely anticipated move seen to prop up exports 


By Michelle V. Remo 


ENCOURAGED BY A BENIGN INFLATION ENVIRONMENT, THE 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas yesterday slashed its key policy rates 
by 25 basis points—a move that is seen to temper a rising peso and 
cushion its adverse impact on exports. 


Following the decision of the central 
banks Monetary Board, the BSP's 
overnight borrowing rate has been set at 
5.25 percent, while its overnight lending 
rate is at 7.25 percent. 

“In deciding to cut policy rates, the Mon- 
etary Board noted that the inflation outlook 
continues to provide scope for further mon- 
etary policy easing,” BSP Governor Aman- 
do Tetangco Jr. said in a briefing after yes- 
terday's Monetary Board meeting. 

The BSP said it had no qualms reducing 
its lending and borrowing rates, as the in- 


‘The concessionaire has been under 
rehabilitation since it filed for conces- 
sion termination in 2003, after incur- 
ring heavy losses largely due to the 


1998 Asian financial crisis. 


2005 rehabilitation plan. 


In 2004, Maynilad had recovered 
and, following a bid in 2006, was ac- 
quired by DMCI-Metro Pacific consor- 
tium as part of the rehabilitation plan. 

In the decision penned by Daway, 
the court had declared that Maynilad 
has successfully implemented the 


It likewise approved for implemen- 
tation the Prepayment and Settlement 
Agreement, which Maynilad had earli- 


crease in consumer prices was by far still 
slower than programmed. Inflation hit an 
average of 2.7 percent in January to Novem- 
ber, way below the official target of limiting 
it to between 4 and 5 percent this year. 
Central bank rates influence lending rates 
of regular banks. A reduction in bank lend- 
ing rates normally result in an increase in 
demand for loans and, therefore, more mon- 
ey in circulation. This, in turn, push aggre- 
gate demand and consumer prices upward. 
The BSP's move to cut policy rates was 
highly anticipated by the market. Analysts 


ernment. 


structuring agreement. 


terms of up to 2013. 
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i, Per DT-NCR Permit No. 3430, 
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using his Citibank Credit Card. 


Aris H. Narciso just won 1 million Rewards points 
just by using his Citibank Credit Card. 


Congratulations to all the winners of the Citibank 10 Million Rewards Raffle. 


Jeffrey 5. Ang 
Antonio P. Chua 

Reynaldo E. De Guzman 
Kiat Chong Dy 

Lourdes C. Feliciano-Khan 


-10 MILLION 
7 Rewards Наша 


у Series of 2007. 
гош lnc. 


er signed with its lenders and the gov- 


With the PSA, Maynilad is set to set- 
Че its obligations with the Metropoli- 
tan Waterworks and Sewerage System 
and its foreign loans—a requirement 
for Maynilad’s exit from a debt re- 


‘Most of these loans have payment 


Maynilad chief operating officer 
Herbert Consunji said with the water 
firm out of rehabilitation, they can 
now plan and make their own pro- 
grams for a full takeover, while com- 
plying with the conditions of the PSA. 


With Citibank, life can be so rewarding. 


Other consolation prize winners of the Grand Draw are: 
Anthony B. King Jr. 
Catherine Р. Rosell 
Natividad S. Tajonera 
Irene D. Тапар 
Johnson С. Tiu 


said the BSP would be forced to implement 
a rates cut to stem the sharp rise of the peso 
and respond to the complaints of ex- 
porters. 

А rise of the peso makes Philippine ex- 
ports more expensive in dollar terms, there- 
fore making them less competitive in the 
world market 

The rise of the peso is blamed partly for 
the slower-than-expected growth in ex- 
ports this year. Export earnings grew 5.4 
percent to $41.85 billion, weaker than the 
official exports growth target of 11 percent 
for the year. 

Hardest hit are exporters that do not use 
imported raw materials for their export 
products, such as those from the agricul- 
ture sector. Exporters that rely heavily on 
imported raw materials are not as badly af- 
fected because the rise of the peso makes 

BSP SLASHES/BS 


Maynilad finally secures court’s nod to exit rehab 


He added that they will now review 
their P8-billion capital expenditure 
program for 2008. Capex for 2009 had 
been initially set at Р5 billion and, їп 
2010, another P5 billion. 

"In particular, we want to strength- 
еп our water asset management,” 
Consunji said in an interview. “There 
are areas where we can further reduce 
our NRW (non-revenue water)." 

‘The consortium earlier said it aimed 
to improve Maynilad’s non-revenue 
water, or water lost from leaks, and 
commercial losses to 55 percent this 
year from the current 68 percent. 


MAYNILAD/Bé 
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Shares close 0.7% higher 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 0.7 
percent higher as investors scooped up 
bargains after a four-day downturn. 

Dealers said volume was thin, reflecting 
prevailing caution following Wall Street's, 
lackluster performance overnight and ahead: 
of the Philippine central bank's decision on 
interest rates yesterday afternoon. 

The composite index closed up 25.68. 
points at 3,491.96, the day's high. 

The broader all-share index gained 
13.41 points at 2,150.21. 

There were 51 advancers and 38 declin- 
ers, while 66 stocks were unchanged. 

Volume amounted to 811.3 million. 
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Liability for false info 


LAST DEC. 4, THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL taxpayers for financial statements and tax 
Revenue issued Memorandum Circular No. returns signed and filed on their behalf. 
82-2007 redefining the responsibility of Effective 2008, the BIR will hold the tax- 
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payer responsible for the contents and rep- 
resentations in tax filings made under their 
name by their accountants or tax agents. 

The taxpayer can no longer make his tax 
adviser the scapegoat for discrepancies or er- 
rors that may be found in those documents. 

The “blame my accountant, not me” re- 
frain that is often used when a tax manipu- 
lation is discovered will cease to be an 
ceptable excuse for evading criminal liabi 
ty for tax evasion. 

The basic principle of agency—the prin- 
cipal is responsible for all acts committed 
by his agent within his authority—will be 
strictly enforced. 

Whatever a tax agent does in obedience 
to his principal's instructions shall be con- 
sidered as having been committed by the 
client-taxpayer himself. 

In spite of the engagement of the services of 
a person knowledgeable on the preparation of 
tax reports, taxpayers will now be required to 
check the authenticity of tax retums and/or 
information statements made on their behalf, 
and the correctness and validity of the infor- 
mation contained in those documents. 


Active role 

‘The net effect of this requirement is to make 
the taxpayer an active participant in the 
preparation of his tax returns. He cannot leave 
that process in the hands of his tax agent. 

If the taxpayer does not understand 
some entries in the tax forms, he is obliged 
to seek clarification from his agent. 

The taxpayer should adopt a critical, not 
subservient, attitude toward the person he 
has hired to sort out his responsibilities 
with the tax authorities. 

Going one step further, the BIR will hold 
the taxpayer liable for tax payments sup- 
posedly made on his behalf by his tax agent 
that were not actually received by the BIR. 

The taxpayer will be barred from raising 
the defense that the person to whom he 
gave the money to pay his taxes run away 
with his money. 

The “cuckolded” taxpayer, if such is the 
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case, will have to cough up with additional 
funds to settle his tax obligation with the BIR. 
He can run after his dishonest agent later. 

In the same circular, the BIR instructed 
its staff all over the country to verify and 
authenticate the validity and accuracy of all 
tax returns signed and filed by tax agents 
on behalf of their clients. 


Penalties 

If errors or violations of tax laws are un- 
covered in the process, the appropriate ad- 
ministrative, civil and criminal charges 
shall be filed against the erring taxpayer 
and tax agent. 

The civil and criminal raps may take 
some time before they are resolved. But the 
administrative sanction which, for ‘the 
erring accountant, could mean the loss of 
his accreditation with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission and Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas, will be swift. 

The time-consuming processes of court 
litigation do not apply in administrative 
proceedings. 

And when the accreditation is lost, the 
accountant concerned might as well kiss his 
professional career goodbye. With so many 
competent accountants around, the busi- 
ness community will not feel his absence. 

There is really nothing new in the BIRS 
move to make the principal (or taxpayer) re- 
sponsible for the acts or omissions of its agent. 

This is standard practice in most govem- 
ment regulatory agencies that require compa- 
nies whose operations they oversee to submit 
certain documents as part of the regular report- 
ing process, or before they engage in activities 
that involve direct interaction with the public: 


Signatories 

The contents of financial statements sub- 
mitted by listed and public companies to 
the SEC are required to be vouched for, by 
way of signatures, by their chair, president 
and chief financial officer. 

In addition to the personal imprimatur, 
the statements must be subscribed before a 
notary public. 

Once notarized, the document becomes 
а public document and therefore any false- 
hood or misrepresentation in it could make 
the affected party liable for perjury. 

‘The same requirement applies to the regis- 
tration statements that have to be filed by com- 
panies that want to sell securities to the public. 

‘The registration statement, which should 
contain the significant terms of the offering, 
must be signed by the registrant's (... start 
counting) CEO, COO, CFO, controller, prin- 
cipal accounting officer, corporate secretary 
or persons performing similar functions. 

Tfany of its contents turns out to be erro- 
neous, misleading or untrue, their signato- 
ries could find themselves in serious trou- 
ble with the regulatory agency or any per- 
son who may have suffered monetary dam- 
ages in the process. 

‘Although these documents are prepared 
by their lawyers and accountants, the sig- 
natories cannot point to them to escape re- 
sponsibility over the validity and accuracy 
of their contents. 

То paraphrase the late US President Rea- 
gan's favorite statement, trust your lawyers 
and accountants, but verify. 

(For feedback, please write to rpalabri- 
ca@inquirer.com.ph) 
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By Amy В. Remo At the signing of the agree- tra, angelfish and discus, to There are also plans to tap the DA, through its partnership search, targets to supply 10 to 


ment, Agriculture Secretary the United Kingdom, France, emerging markets such as East- with the Laguna Lake Develop- 20 percent of the total world de- 
THE LOCAL ‘ORNAMENTAL Arthur C. Yap said the ACE facil- Japan, United States and Ger- ern Europe, China and India. ment Authority and its private mand and provide some 35,000 
fish industry is poised to get a йу would help boost the coun- тапу. With thé ACE facility, Yap said sector counterpart, Biore- new jobs. 
bigger share of the P45-billion (туз export market share to 
global market with the Depart- about 10 percent, worth Р4.5 
ment of Agriculture’s commit- billion. 
ment to put up an export pro- While Asian countries ac- 
cessing facility. count for more than half of the 

Helping the DA in its effort total global supply, the Philip- 
are the National Power Corp. pines share in the global orna- 
and National Agribusiness mental fish market is only 3.8 
Corp. percent. 

Under an agreement among The country currently sup- 
„the agencies, Napocor will plies ornamental aquarium 
"house. the fish, such as guppy, molly, te- 
‚ hectare ACE facili- 
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Republic of the Philippines. 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
‘San Miguel Avenue, Pasig City 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF 
THE RATES ADJUSTMENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF R.A. 9136, WITH 
PRAYER FOR PROVISIONAL 
AUTHORITY 


ERC CASE NO. 2007-152 RC 


SURIGAO DEL SURI ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. (SURSECO 1), 
Applicant, 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTI 


Notice is hereby given thal on October 18, 2007, the Surigao del Sur | 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. (SURSECO 1) filed an application for the 
Commission's approval ofits Rates Adjustment in accordance with Republic 
Act No, 9136, with prayer for provisional authority. 

In its application, SURSECO |, alleges, among others, he following: 

4. The steep rise in SURSECO I's operation and maintenance expenses 
‘and other costs has made it imperative to adjust its rates in order to achieve its 
Updated revenue requirements. The proposed revenue requirements will not 
bealtainedif SURSECO | continues to use its existing unbundled rates of 2000; 

2. There is а substantial adjustment in the revenue requirement for 
Operation and Maintenance because of inlaionaryleconomic factors: official 
government dala show a sharp increase in costs from 2000 to 2005 (e.g. fuel 
‘lone has risen by 300% compared to prices in 2000). The Payroll portion of 
the SURSECO I's operation and maintenance costs the actual cost incurred 
for the 2005 test year; 

3. The adjustment for debt service is aimed at recovering the existing loans 
with National Electrification Administration (NEA) that were avalled of after 
"une 26, 2001, which were not included in the loans condoned by Power Sector 
‘Assets and Liabilies Management Corporation (PSALM Corp.); and 

4. SURSECO | proposed a subsidy from поп-Иейпе consumers in the 
‘amount of PhP 0.1 този. 

‘Summarized below is the proposed schedule of rates and the estimated 
impact of the rate adjustment applied for on each customer class of the 
Distribution Unity: 


Customer Glass Deme | 


Resident: 
Disibution System Charge Peso kWh) | 12959 | 1257 | 00342 
Supply System Charge (Peso kWh) osses | 05588 0 
‘Metering System Charge (Резон) 01921 | 04908 | (02987) 
Melering Retail Charge (PesoMteteMont | 20.0000 | 5.0000 | 150000 
Loan Condonaton (PesofkWh) (04907) | 04807 


Total Peso Per kWh Charge. zua | 196 | 0212 
Total Peso Per Customer Mond 2000 | 5000 | 15000 
Average Pale Per КИ 2529 | 2:5 | 04988 


Small Commercial: 
Distribution System Charge (Резокит) озо | овиз | оюп 
‘Supply System Charge Peso) 362500 | 362500 - 
Metering Reti Charge (PesolMeterMonts) | 482000 | 48.2000 

Loan Cordonaton (Pesoltiti олю | onm 
Loan Condonaton [PosofCustomerMMont) srs) | ase 


Total Peso Рег KWh Charge 
Total Peso Per CustomerMonth 
Average Rate Per KWh 


352 
1062 


Large Commercial: 


Distribution Sysem Charge (PesohtWhi 02967 | oms | ораз 
Supply System Charge (Peso) 369000 | 369700 - 
Меен Retail Charge (esoMetenMoni) | 79.0200 | 790200 - 
Loan Condonation Pesan) (0228) | oza 
Loan Condonaton (PesolCustomerionth быз | иде 


Total Peso Per КИ Charge. [rj 
Total Peso Per Customer Month 11500 [19155 | ‘42 
Average Rate Per ki 05023 | oso | 0299 


Industria: 
виа System Charge Pesoawn) | 19.8000 | 198000 = 
‘Supply System Charge (Peso) ome | оюл | aoa 
Maler System Charge (Peso) 3043300 | 1043300 - 
Melenng Real Charge PesoMeterMonth) | 2688800 | 2688800 - 
Loan Condonaton (Peso) (2m) | озш 
Laan Condonaton (PesolCustomertMonth башл? | deo 


Total Peso Per KWh Charge. 388900 | 58006 = 
Total Peso Per KWh Charge бё] oszr | 039 
Total Peso Per Customer Month 3732100 | 3251908 | ёш? 
Average Rate Рег KWh 12388 | озм | 0325 


Publi Building: 


Distibuton System Charge (Peso 08683 | олю | ome 
Supply System Charge (Peso) 357400 | 351400 - 
Meteng System Charge Peso) 638700 | 638700 - 
‘Metenng tal Charge (PesoMeterMonth (2x) | ozme 
Loan Condoraton (Резо) mu | mag 


“зт 
quz 
03710 


Total Peso Per kth Charge 
Total Peso Per Customertonth 
Average alo Per kWh 


[ru 
313628 
[i] 


‘Street Light: 
Distribution System Charge (Резак) 2795 | 230 | 0356 
‘Supply Srsem Charge (Pesaikwn) 359700 | 35970 = 
Мате Real Charge (РехоМеомоці) | 30.1600 | 262200 | 39400 
Loan Condonaton {Резо 261) | 05 


Loen Condonatn (Резо Сите лист (0.5985) 


Total Peso Per К Charge 2795 | тй | 0558 
Total Peso Per CustomerMonth 56130 | stems | 45385 
Average Rate Per kWh asus | гт | 0582 


Sale tor Resale: 
Distribution System Charge (Pesan) 0530 | owg | 04785 
Supply System Charge (Peso Wh) 35500 | 355000 = 
Мав Reta Charge (Peso) 15200 1415200 
Meteng Reta Charge (Резо Ма Лоле poss) | оез 


Loan Condonation (Pesolth) 
Total Peso Per kih Charge 


(64914) 
3056 


0494 


06304 pery 


Total Peso Per Customer Monti 78.0200 | 36.0086 | 14720114 
Average Pate Per КЇ Charge. 05579 | oms | 05547 
Overall Average Rate Per kh 20138 | 18263 | 0445 


The Commission has set the application for initial hearing. pre-trial 
‘conference, expository presentation and evidentiary hearing on January 17 
to 18, 2008 (Thursday and Friday) at two o'clock in the afternoon 
P.M.) and ten o'clock in the morning (10:00 А.М), respectively, at 
'SURSECO I's Office at Barangay San Fernando, City of Bislig, Surigao 
dol Sur. 

‘All persons who have an interest in the subject matter of the proceeding 
may become a party by fing, at least five (5) days prior to the initial hearing 
and subject o the requirements in the ЕАС: Rules of Practice and Procedure, 
a verified petition with the Commission giving the docket number and Ine ше 
Of the proceeding and statng: (1) the pettioner's name and address; (2) the 
nature of petitioner's interest in the subject matter of the proceeding, and the 
жау and manner in which such interest is affected by the issues involved in 
the proceeding; and (3) a statement of the relief desired. 

Al other persons who may want their views known to the Commission with 
the respect to the subject matter of Ihe proceeding may file their opposition to 
the application or comment thereon at any stage ofthe proceeding before the 
applicant concludes the presentation of its evidence. No particular form of 
‘opposition ог commentis required, but the document, letter or wrting should 
‘contain the name and address of Such person and concise statement of the 
‘opposition or comment and the grounds relied upon. 

‘Al such persons who may wish to have a copy of the application тау 
request the applicant, prior to the date of the inital hearing, that they be 
furnished with a copy of the application. The applicant is hereby directed to 
furnish all those making such request with copies of the application and its 
attachments, subject to reimbursement of reasonable photocopying costs. 
Likewise, any such person may examine the application and other pertinent 
records filed with the Commission during the usual office hours. 

WITNESS, the Honorable, RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR., Chairman, and 
the Honorable Commissioners, ALEJANDRO 2. BARIN, RAUF A. TAN, 
MARIA TERESA A.R. CASTANEDA and JOSE C. REYES, Energy 
Regulatory Commission, his 22nd of November, 2007 at Pasig City. 


(54) FRANCIS SATURNINO C. JUAN 
Executive Director. 


IP01- December 21428207) 
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Monte Oro 
to tap global 
debt market 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE GROUP OF MONTE ORO GRID RE- 
sources Corp., Calaca High Power Corp. 
and State Grid Corp. of China will likely tap 
the international debt market to finance its 


In an interview with the Inquirer, Monte 
Oro chair and president Walter Brown said 
the group had yet to finalize the breakdown 
of how much the consortium would finance 
via equity and loans. 

‘A source familiar with the matter said, 
however, that around $900 million of the 
total amount would be financed by equity, 
with the balance to be funded through a 
bond issuance “at the appropriate time.” 

“We're still discussing the structure with 
the shareholders. We still have time from 
now until we get the franchise,” Brown said. 

Right now, he said the consortium was 
banking on the payment structure provided 
by Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement Corp. Under this, the consortium 
will pay 25 percent of the bid price upon 
the approval of the franchise with the bal- 
ance to be amortized over 20 years. 

This, however, carries an interest rate of 
12 percent per year. 

The group could also opt to prepay the 
amount with the money to be raised 
through a bond float. 

"There's a possibility that we'll be able to 
get financing at around 8-9 percent. Anum- 
ber of financial institutions have already 
approached us, but it's still too early to tell. 
We don't know what will happen to the 
market in the future,” Brown said. 

He further said that the consortium was 
confident it could secure a congressional 
franchise to operate, maintain and expand 
the nationwide transmission grid within 
the nonextendable one-year timeframe for 
franchise acquisition. 

He said he believed that members of 
Congress would see the importance of hav- 
ing the consortium infuse some much need 
ей capital into Transco, not only to make 
operate more efficiently but also to expand 
it to meet future requirements. 

The Monte Oro group has a year from be- 
ing declared as the official winner of the 
‘Transco bidding to get a congressional fran- 
chise to operate the transmission system. 

Should it fail to secure a franchise within 
that time, the group's bid security would be 
returned and the bidding would be declared 
a failure. PSALM would also reimburse the 
group's expenses of up to around $5 million. 


Listed firms' 
combined 
profits up 24% 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


LISTED FIRMS POSTED A 24.4-PERCENT 
jump in their combined profits to P203.58 bil 
lion in the first nine months of the year from 
Р163.61 billion a year ago, data from the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) showed. 

‘The PSE said in a statement that the total 
gross revenues of listed companies went up by 
12.4 percent to P1.75 trillion during the nine- 
month period from P1.56 trillion a year ago. 

The PSE data was based on the unaudit- 
ed financial statements of 231 listed com- 
panies that were filed with the bourse as of 
Dec. 14, 2007. Those that submitted finan- 
cial statements included those listed on the. 
small and medium-sized enterprise board. 

"The results of our latest study once 
again provide us with clear proof that our 
stock market stands on solid ground," said 
PSE president Francis Lim. 

During the first nine months, the PSEi, 
the local market's main barometer of stock 
price movements, rose by 19.8 percent 
from its end-2006 level. 

“If we can maintain our strong macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals, there is no doubt we can 
sustain cur market's advance," Lim said. 

Industry groups on the main board, ex- 
cept the services sector, enjoyed double- 
digit growth in profit from January to 
September this year. 

The holding firms sector recorded the 
highest growth in combined net earnings at 
54 percent to P53.68 billion in the first nine 
months, from P34.85 billion a year ago. 

The combined net income of companies 
under the property sector grew by 50.9 per- 
cent, mining and oil sector by 43.7 percent, 
the financial sector by 18.8 percent, and the 
industrial sector by 18.5 percent. 

The net profits of firms under the SME 
board went up by 20.5 percent to P8.81 bil- 
lion from P7.31 billion a year earlier. 

Firms under the services sector posted eam- 
ings of P49.77 billion in the period, up from 
from P48.44 billion a year earlier. 

Firms under the industrial sector posted 
earnings of P42.32 billion; financial sector, 
P34.22 billion; property sector, P18.67 bil 
lion. and mining and oil sector, P4.93 bil- 
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Republic of the Philippines. 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 


San Miguel Avenue, Pasig 


IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL ОР 
THE RATES ADJUSTMENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PROVISIONS OF R.A. 9136, WITH 
PRAYER FOR PROVISIONAL 
AUTHORITY 


ERC CASE NO. 2007-152 RC 
SURIGAO DEL SURI ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. (SURSECO I) 
‘Applicant, 
ox 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 


Notice Is hereby given that on October 18, 2007, the Surigao del Sur | 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. (SURSECO |) filed an application for the 
Commission's approval of its Rates Adjustment in accordance with Republic 
Ас No. 9136, with prayer for provisional authorly 

In its application, SURSECO |, alleges, among others, the following: 

1. The steep rise in SURSECO l's operation and maintenance expenses 
and oiher costs has made it imperative to adjust its rates in order to achieve ils 
‘updated revenue requirements. The proposed revenue requirements will not 
be attained if SURSECO | continues lo use Из existing unbundled rates of 2000; 

2. There is a substantial adjustment in the revenue requirement for 
Operation and Maintenance because of ifiationaryleconomic factors: official 
government dala show a sharp increase in costs from 2000 to 2005 (e.g. fuel 
опе has risen by 300% compared to prices in 2000). The Payroll porlon of 
the SURSECO I's operation and maintenance costis the actual cost incurred 
for the 2005 test ye 

3. The adjustment for debt service is aimed at recovering the existing loans 
with National Electrification Administration (NEA) that were availed of after 
‘June 26, 2001, which were not included in the loans condoned by Power Sector 
‘Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation (PSALM Corp.); and 

4. SURSECO | proposed a subsidy from non-lfeline consumers in the 
‘amount of PhP 0.1 193KWnh. 

‘Summarized below is the proposed schedule of rates and the estimated 
impact of the rate adjustment applied for on each customer class of the 
Distribution Оу: 


Customer Cass Proposed] Existing [erence 
Tabs | Rus 
Residential: 
Disibuion Sytem Charge (Peso wn) | 1290 | 1.2587 | бом? 
Sappy System Charge (Peso КИП) 06588 | 05588 0 
Meteng System Charge (Pesohth) 0191 | 0.4908 | (02987) 
Metering паві Charge (PesobMoterMont)| 20.0000 | 5.0000 | 150000 
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Toa Peso Por KWh Charge zw | їзє | от? 
Теш Peso Per Customertonth 2009 | зоо | 15098 
Average Rate Per kh тыз гез | олз 
Эта! Commercial: 
Dsibton System Charge Резо) | озю) osna | 00227 
Supply System Charge Peso) 38280 | 36.2500 = 
Mer tal Charge esoMeerMonti | 462000 | 182000 
Loon Condorton Peso] 0200) | 0209 
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"Average Rate Per kWh плат | ios | 03565 
Large Commercial 
Олю System Charge (Pesonn) | 0887 | ом | 0048 
Supply System Charge (Pasonen) 36900 | 369700 8 
Mang Reti Charge (омео) | 78.0200 | 750200 = 
Lean Condonaton (Peson) ozn | 022 
Loan Gondonaton (PesoCustomerMonth (44280 | мв 
Total Poso Por kWh Charge ответ | оз% | oz 
Total Peso Per CustomerMonh 3559900 [1015531 | 14269 
Average Rate Per KWh osm | ой | озю 
адий: 
DisbuionSysemChageesonwn) | 198000 | 108000 - 
Supply узет Charge (Peso) омы оюл | 00271 
мат System Charge (Pesokwm) | 1043300 | 104.3300 = 
Metern Reta Charge (PesoMeierMont) | 268.8800 | 2588800 = 
Loan Condonolon (Pesotum озш | ош 
(ов Спдота\оп РезоСизотеопі) (блато | мое 
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‘The Commission has set the application for initial hearing, pre-trial 
conference, expository presentation and evidentiary hearing on January 17 
to 18, 2008 (Thursday and Friday) at two o'clock in the afternoon (2:00 
P.M.) and ten o'clock in the morning (10:00 A.M.), respectively, at 
‘SURSECO I's Office at Barangay San Fernando, City of Bislig, Surigao 
dol Sur. 

Al persons who have an interest in the subject matter of the proceeding 
may become a party by fing, at least five (5) days prior to Ihe initial hearing 
and subject lo the requirements in the ERC'S Rules of Practice and Procedure, 
э уатев petition with the Commission giving the docket number and the itle 
of the proceeding and stating: (1) the petitioner's name and address; (2) the 
nature of petitoners interest in the subject malter of the proceeding, and the 
way and manner in which such interest is affected by Ihe issues involved in. 
the proceeding; and (3) a statement of the relief desired, 

All other persons who may want their views known to the Commission with 
the respect to the subject matter of Ihe proceeding may fils their opposition to 
the application or comment thereon at any stage of the proceeding before the 
applicant concludes the presentation of its evidence. No particular form of 
‘opposition or comment is required, but the document, eller or wrling should 
Contain the name and address of such person and concise statement of the 
‘opposition or comment and the grounds relied upon. 

‘All such persons who may wish to have а copy of Ihe application may 
request the applicant, prior to the date of the intial hearing, that they be 
furnished with a copy of the application. The applicant is hereby directed to 
furnish all those making such request with copies of the application and its 
attachments, subject to reimbursement of reasonable photocopying cos 
Likewse, any such person may examine tho application and other pertinent 
records filed with the Commission during the usual office hours. 

WITNESS, the Honorable, RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR., Chalrman, and 
the Honorable Commissioners, ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, RAUF A. TAN, 
MARIA TERESA A.R. CASTANEDA and JOSE C. REYES, Energy 
Regulatory Commission, this 22nd of November, 2007 at Pasig City. 


(808.) FRANCIS SATURNINO C. JUAN 
Executive Director 


(P01- Decade 21828, 200) 
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Monte Oro 
to tap global 
debt market 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE GROUP OF MONTE ORO GRID RE- 
sources Corp. Calaca High Power Corp. 
and State Grid Corp. of China will likely tap 
the international debt market to finance its 
acquisition of the 25-year National Trans- 
mission Corp. concession for $3.95 billion . 

In an interview with the Inquirer, Monte 
Ого chair and president Walter Brown said 
the group had yet to finalize the breakdown 
of how much the consortium would finance 
via equity and loans. 

A source familiar with the matter said, 
however, that around $900 million of the 
total amount would be financed by equity, 
with the balance to be funded through a 
bond issuance “at the appropriate time.” 

“We're still discussing the structure with 
the shareholders. We still have time from 
now until we get the franchise,” Brown said. 

Right now, he said the consortium was 
banking on the payment structure provided 
by Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement Corp. Under this, the consortium 
will pay 25 percent of the bid price upon 
the approval of the franchise with the bal- 
ance to be amortized over 20 years. 

This, however, carries an interest rate of 
12 percent per year. 

The group could also opt to prepay the 
amount with the money to be raised 
through a bond float. 

"There's a possibility that we'll be able to 
get financing at around 8-9 percent. A num- 
ber of financial institutions have already 
approached us, but it's still too early to tell. 
We don't know what will happen to the 
market in the future," Brown said. 

He further said that the consortium was 
confident it could secure a congressional 
franchise to operate, maintain and expand 
the nationwide transmission grid within 
the nonextendable one-year timeframe for 
franchise acquisition. 

He said he believed that members of 
Congress would see the importance of hav- 
ing the consortium infuse some much need- 
ed capital into Transco, not only to make it 
operate more efficiently but also to expand 
itto meet future requirements, 

The Monte Oro group has a year from be- 
ing declared as the official winner of the 
Transco bidding to get a congressional fran- 
chise to operate the transmission system. 

Should it fail to secure a franchise within 
that time, the group's bid security would be 
returned and the bidding would be declared 
a failure. PSALM would also reimburse the 
group's expenses of up to around $5 million. 


Listed firms’ 
combined 
profits up 24% 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


LISTED FIRMS POSTED A 24.4-PERCENT 
jump in their combined profits to P203.58 bil- 
lion in the first nine months of the year from 
P163.61 billion a year ago, data from the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) showed. 

The PSE said in a statement that the total 
gross revenues of listed companies went up by 
12.4 percent to P1.75 trillion during the nine- 
month period from P1.56 trillion a year ago. 

The PSE data was based on the unaudit- 
ed financial statements of 231 listed com- 
panies that were filed with the bourse as of 
Dec. 14, 2007. Those that submitted finan- 
cial statements included those listed on the 
small and medium-sized enterprise board. 

“The results of our latest study once 
again provide us with clear proof that our 
stock market stands on solid ground,” said 
PSE president Francis Lim. 

During the first nine months, the PSEi, 
the local market's main barometer of stock 
price movements, rose by 19.8 percent 
from its end-2006 level. 

"If we can maintain our strong macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals, there is no doubt we can 
sustain our market's advance," Lim said. 

Industry groups on the main board, ex- 
cept the services sector, enjoyed double- 
digit growth in profit from January to 
September this year. 

The holding firms sector recorded the 
highest growth in combined net earnings at 
54 percent to Р53.68 billion in the first nine 
months, from P34.85 billion a year ago. 

The combined net income of companies 
under the property sector grew by 50.9 per- 
cent, mining and oil sector by 43.7 percent, 
the financial sector by 18.8 percent, and the 
industrial sector by 18.5 percent. 

The net profits of firms under the SME 
board went up by 20.5 percent to P8.81 bil- 
Jion from P7.31 billion a year earlier. 
services sector posted earn- 
п in the period, up from 
from P48.44 billion a year earlier. 

Firms under the industrial sector posted 
earnings of P42.32 billion; financial sector, 
P34.22 billion; property sector, P18.67 bil- 
lion. and mining and oil sector, P4.93 bil- 
lion. 
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Sumilao: The long view 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


THE SUMILAO FARMERS' WAIT, FROM 
their initial 28-day hunger strike in 1997 to 
their recent march from Sumilao, Bukid- 
non to Manila, was long: 10 years. 

The march itself was also long: 1,700 
kilometers. 

But all this sacrifice to get back the land 
may go to waste if we do not take a long 
view and broad view of the Sumilao contro- 
versy. 

Неге а summary of key Sumilao events. 

1970s—Norberto Quisumbing assumes 
ownership of contested 144 hectares of 
prime agricultural land in Sumilao, Bukid- 


` ћ non (this 
= AGRIWATCH 


originally 
was part of 
the seat of government of Higaonan indige- 
nous cultural communities). 
1988—Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program (CARP) enacted. 

1995— Under CARP 137 farmers receive 
certificates of land ownership awards 
(CLOAs) for 144 hectares. 

1996—CLOA decision reversed. Farmers 
stage "lugol," an indigenous farmer hunger 
strike, for 28 days. Former President Fidel 
Ramos then allocates 100 hectares for the 
farmers and 44 hectares for Quisumbing. 

"Quisumbing brings case to Supreme Court. 

2 1999—Due partly to a technicality, 
Supreme Court declares all 144 hectares 
for Quisumbing, provided that a specified 
agro-industrial plan be completed within 
five years. 

2002—Quisumbing sells property to San 

Miguel Foods, Inc. (SMFI) with no plan im- 
plementation. 
...2004—Five-year deadline expires, still 
Without specified agro-industrial plan im- 
plementation; land should have automati- 
cally reverted back to the farmers, but did 
not. 

2007—Totally frustrated using other 
peaceful means, Sumilao farmers stage 
march. President Macapagal-Arroyo issues 
Executive Order authorizing reversion of 
land to CARP coverage. 


Contending parties 

The case is far from finished. 

The Sumilao farmers’ chief legal counsel, 
executive director Marlon Manuel of Sentro 
ng Alternatibong Ligapanligal (Saligan), 
said: "Ic will be the start of another long bat- 
Че to return the land to the farmers.” 

On the farmers’ side, there is Samuel 
Merida of the Mapalad Multipurpose Coop- 
erative who led the hunger strike 10 years 
ago, and Napoleon Merida Jr., who chairs 
the San Vicente Landless Farmers Associa- 
tion (Salfa). 

They are members of Pakisama, the largest 
farmer group in the country, whose former 
chair currently Alyansa Agrikultura’s vice 
president, Vic Fabe, has helped gain tremen- 
dous support for the farmers from civil society. 

On the other side is San Miguel Corpora- 
tion, which has shown exemplary corpo- 
rate social responsibility (CSR) in many in- 
stances. 


Another view 

At this time, many perceive the two par- 
ties to be in unavoidable conflict. 

If we are to rely solely on a short-sighted 
legal perspective, this may result in a long 
drawn out battle, which will result in in- 
creased animosity. 

Harvard University-trained mediator An- 
abelle Abaya used to say: "Instead of de- 
pending completely on court proceedings 
which may hamper creative “out of the 
box" solutions, open discussion, mediation, 
and negotiation should first be tried.” 

Abaya's experience in many instances 
has proven this and the long term view to 
be the right approach. 

When 1 served briefly as chief of staff of 
the Department of Agrarian Reform, and 
later as undersecretary of the Department 
of Agriculture, I observed that when sup- 
port services were given, the farmers end 
up being better off. 

But all too often, when the support ser- 
vices (formerly given by the landlord) were 
‘Sot provided by the government because of 
lack of resources, the farmers fared even 
worse. 

They would often end up selling their 
land, defeating the very purpose of land re- 
form. 

A successful alternative model is when а 
private sector firm provides these support 
services, together with world-class technol- 
Оу, economies of scale and access to prof- 
itable markets. 

‘An example is the DOLE-agrarian reform 
beneficiary partnership, where the farmer 
retains land ownership and uses the DOLE 
Support services to the advantage of all con- 
сетей. Farmer incomes are at P15,000 a 
month, more than four times what they 
may otherwise have gotten if they did 
things on their own. 


Best solution 

Justice demands that the Sumilao farm- 
ers get their land back. 

But in addition, partnership, rather than 
conflict, should be nurtured with SMFI, 
which can rent part of the land from the 
farmers and additionally provide them 
with world class support services. 

* Te is the long view of unity, rather than 
the short view of battle, that will achieve a 
better life for all. 

(The author is the chair of Agriwatch, for- 


тег secretary for Presidential Flagship Pro- 
grams and Projects, and former undersecretary 
for Agriculture, and Trade and Industry. For in- 
quiries and suggestions, email agriwatch- 
phil@yahoo.com or telefax (02) 8522112). 
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Ramon "RJ" Jacinto at Dusit Hotel Nikko 


Move ond groove to the mosie of RI Jacinto as ће 
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countdown plus noise makers. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


SUBSIDIES PROVIDED BY THE 
national government to state- 
owned firms rose by 84 percent 
to P18.92 billion in January to 
November this year from 
P10.26 billion a year ago. 
Subsidies are given by the 
government to government- 
owned and controlled corpora- 
tions (GOCCs) and government 


md 


financial institutions (СЕВ) to 
ensure the smooth flow of their 
operations. 

The substantial increase in, 
the amount of subsidies reflect- 
ed the failure of these firms to 
meet their goal of reducing 
their financial dependence on 
the national government. 

In November alone, subsidies 
provided by the government 
reached P3,292 billion, а 545- 


D BP Development Bank of the Philippines 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BUSINESS 


Gov't subsidies to state firms up 84% to P19B 


percent jump from only P510 
Tion in the same month last year. 

Finance officials said several 
state firms needed higher subsi- 
dies due to additional public 
service programs they were im- 
plementing. 

For instance, they said, the 
subsidies received by Land Bank 
of the Philippines were meant 
for the government's agrarian 
reform program. Landbank was 


simply tasked to facilitate the 
program's implementation. 

OF the governments spending 
for subsidies in the first 11 months, 
the biggest share of P3.84 billion. 
‘went to Landbank, Other top re- 
cipients of subsidies in the first 11 
months were: National Housing 
Authority, P3.65 billion; National 
Electrification Administration, 
P2.42 billion; Philippine Health In- 
surance Corp, P2.05 billion; and 
Technical Livelihood Resource 
Center P1.39 billion. 

The Department of Finance had 
said it wanted to reduce the 
'emments spending for subsidies 
to GOCCs and GFIs to instill finan- 
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cial discipline among them. But of- 
ficials said the housing programs 
of the NHA and health programs 
of the PHIC, among others, need- 
ed additional funding. 

‘The government was supposed 
to limit the subsidies to state- 
owned firms to only P4.89 billion 
forthe entire 2007. The goal, how- 
ever, has been breached since the 
end of the first half. 

Subsidies іп January to 
November this year had also 
surpassed the P13.81 billion 
recorded for the entire 2006. 

The Department of Finance 
said state firms, despite the 
huge subsidies they receive, 


had been contributing more to 
the state coffers in the form of 
dividends and guarantee fees. 
The DOF earlier said the na- 
tional government had collected 
P32.49 billion in dividends and 
fees from GOCCs and GFis in the 
first 11 months of the year. This 
was 78 percent more than the 
year-ago level of P18.21 billion, 
Dividends received by the gov- 
ernment partly offset its spend- 
ing for subsidies, officials said. 
‘The DOF said it had intensi- 
fied its audit of the financial 
statements of GOCCs and GFIs 
to ensure that they remit the 
right amount of dividends. 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Re-Bid 
Construction of New DBP Marbel Branch Building 


4. The Development Bank of the Philippines, Marbel Branch through lis 2007 Corporate Budget 
intends to apply the sum of Eight Million being the Approved Budget for Coniract (ABC) to payments 
under the contract for The Construction of a New ОВР Маге! Branch Bullding. Bids received in 
‘excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 

2. The Development Bank of the Philippines, Marbel Branch now calls for the submission of Letlors 
Sf intent (LOs) from potential Bidders to apply for eligibility for The Construction of a New Branch 

Building. Bidders should possess a valid PCAB license applicable to the above type and cost of the 

contract. have completed a similar contract with a value of at least fiiy percent (50%) of the ABC, and 

meet the other minimum eligibity requirements stated in the Eligibilty Documents, Interested Bidders 

‘must submit their LOIS on or before January 17, 2008 at DBP, 

‘Secure the Eligibility Documents therefrom. Applications for ol 

aif basis. The last day for the submission of the accomplished 

ate of the opening of Eligibiity Documents on January 24, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. at DBP, Marbol 

Branch, Koronadal City. Only those Bidders passing the eligibility check wil be entitled to purchase 

the Bidding Documents. 4 

Bidding willbe conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as speciled inthe Implementing 

Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) о! Republic Act 9184 (R.A, 9184), otherwise known as the 

[Government Procurement Reform Aci” and is restricted, unless otherwise stated, to organizations 

‘with at least seventy-five percent (75%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to clizens of 

the Philippines. In accordance with the IRR-A of ВАА 9184, only Bids from eligible Bidders wil be 

‘opened. In accordance with the IRR-A of R.A. 9184 a contract wil only be awarded to the Lowest 

‘Calculated and Responsive Bidder who was determined as such during post-qualiication. 

Interested Bidders shall submit thelr accomplished Eligibility Documents to the ВАС Secretariat at 

DBP, Marbel Branch, Koronadal City on or before January 24, 2008 at 10:00 А.М. 

5. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from Development Bank of the Philippines, 
Marbel Branch and inspect the Bidding Documents at the address given below from 10:00 a.m to 

:00 p.m. on or before January 28, 2008. 

А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders that passed the eligibility check 

ороп the presentation of the Notice of Eligibility to the BAC Secretariat, at Ine address below and 

pon payment of а nonrelundable fee of Three Thousand Five Hundred (P3,500.00) Pesos. The 

Bidding Documents shall be received personally by the bidder or his authorized representalive on 

February 24, 2008. It shall be avallable (rom January 28, 2008 and seven days thereafter. 

‘The Development Bank of the Philippines, Marbel Branch will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to 

Al Eligible Bidders on February 5, 2008, 10:00 a.m. at DBP, Marbel Branch, Koronadal City. 

8. Eligible Bidders must submit their Bids at the address below on or before February 15, 2008, 
10:00 a.m. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in the form of Cash or Irrevocable Letter 

Of Credit or Surety Bond and in the amount of 1.0%, 1.0% & 2.5% of ABC, respectively or an 

‘auivalent amount in a freely convertible currency Late Bids shall not be accepted. Bid opening shall 

‘be on February 15, 2008, 2:00 p.m, at DBP, Marbel Branch, Koronadal City. Bids wil be opened 

in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose (о attend at the address below al 2:00 

p.m. on February 15, 2008. 

Completion of the Works is within 180 days from the Notice to Proceed. 

‘The Development Bank of the Philippines, Marbel Branch reserves the right to accept or reject 

‘any Bid, to annul the bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to contract award, without 

thereby incurring апу карму to he affected Bidder or Bidders. 

DBP, Marbel Branch 

НОЕСНТА ANDAYA 

Koronadal City 

Tel. (083) 228-2429/228-3118 

Fax # (083) 228-3667 
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(808) ATTY. ELVIE EULLARAN-ALBANO 
ВАС Chairman 
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rising peso, which in effect reduces the val- 
че of the currencies remitted to them. 


70.801972 0.865576. 36.1413. The peso recently broke into the 41-to-a- 

Canada — 0.693517 — 0.997208 4163/4 US dollar territory, aided by strong dollar 
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ну M eumee snan baone | Aaa 7 0.595988 — 0850971 357820 Overseas Filipino workers and investments. 


The peso averaged at 42.798 to a US dollar 


111944 


in January to November this year compared 
with last year's average of 46.549. 

Yesterday's rate cut narrowed the gap be- 
tween the BSP's key borrowing rate with 
thàt of the US Fed rate of 4.5 percent. 


28:5049 


70194048. 


itai liso деней exer Re 


M 


Do 70.524360 
Kroner 0.105796. 
N Dolar 021398 


doing pleas 36 0f me Dec. 19,309 


OEA А 


6:00 AM TO 10: 


fanaa 


DVISORY 


EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2, 2008, 
THE POEA HOTLINES 


722-11-44 and 722-11-55 
WILL BE OPERATIONAL FROM 


001007 — Lour А 
tue Maynilad ... һы 
EE = 5017 Consunji said their initial thrust is to “cut 
0.298507 124639 the west zone into 1,300 smaller district me- 
10753977 tering areas, enabling Maynilad to measure 
0.152124 6 the flow and pressure for each district.” 
0.030764 In this manner, he said Maynilad can pri- 


oritize areas needing repair or replacement 
of pipes, enabling the firm to better manage 
the flow of water. 

Maynilad currently has some 300 DMAs. 

Also, Consunji said Maynilad is set to sub- 
mita proposal for rate rebasing next year. 

Maynilad holds a 25-year concession 
granted by the state-led MWSS to provide 
water in the west zone of Metro Manila. 
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shares valued at P3.0 billion ($71.8 million). 

“We were down for four days so a techni- 
cal bounce was expected,” said Rommel 
Macapagal of Westlink Global Equities. 
‘But investors were largely uninterested in 
equities given Wall Street’s unconvincing 
performance in the last couple of days.” 
AFP 
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Pursuant o Section 7 of Republic Act No. 6657, the following landowners 
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are now covered under the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program, Under. || 
DAR Administrative Order No. 1, Series of 2003, the right to choose the area | 
to be retained must be exercised within Thirty (30) days from the date of 
Publication of the Notice of Coverage. Failure to exercise this right of retention. 
protest and application for exemption within the prescribed period shall be 
considered as a waiver righprivilege to: apply for exemplion/exclusion or 
retention, nominate children as beneficiaries or submit evidence for 
determining just compensation. 


Under Executive Order No. 405, we shall request the Land Bank of the 
Philippines to determine the reasonable Land Value of the said property 
being acquired pursuant to Section 17, of Republic Act No. 6657. 


December 14, 2007. 
Date 


(89d.) Atty. MIGUEL S. GRACILLA 
'OIC-PARO I 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


ABOITIZ POWER CORP AND VIVANT ENER- 
gy Corp. have formed a joint venture, Abovant 
Holdings Inc, to administer their investments 
in а 246-megawatt (MW) coal-fired power 
plant that will start operating in Cebu in 2010, 

Tn a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, Aboitiz Power corporate secretary 
Jasmine Oporto said Abovant was 60-percent 
owned by the Aboitizes and 40-percent con- 
trolled by Vivant’s Garcia family. 

‘Abovant,,together with the Global For- 
mosa group, would invest $400 million in the 
‘Toledo Power Station, she said. 

Global Formosa is a joint venture between 
the Metrobank Group's Global Business Power 
Corp. and Taiwan's Formosa Heavy Industries. 

The Abovant-Global Formosa partnership 
yesterday signed a shareholders agreement 
for the establishment of a joint venture com- 
pany that would develop, construct and own 


the coal-fired power plant, 

Oporto said the plant would help meet Ce- 
bu's growing power demand, in light of the in- 
flux of business process outsourcing firms, new 
hotels and large industries in the province, 

The plant would also provide additional 
power to Atlas Mining in the Toledo-Balam- 
ban area, the Tsuneishi Heavy Industries’ 
shipbuilding facility and the Metaphil Inter- 
national’s modular fabrication company. 

Abovant will own 44 percent of the new 
Joint venture company, while Global Formosa 
will hold a 56-percent stake in it. 

Formosa Heavy Industries will serve as en- 
gineering, procurement and construction 
contractor as well as technical partner for the 
power plant. 

In the meantime, Power Sector Assets and 
Liabilities Management Corp. yesterday i 
sued the notice of award to SN Aboitiz Power 
Hydro Inc. for the 175-MW Ambuklao-Binga 
hydropower plant package. 


Galoc to get new funds from Nido 


NIDO PETROLEUM LTD. SAID IT MIGHT 
pour another $4 million or about P166 mil- 
lion into the development of Galoc oil field 
off Palawan following positive results of the 
latest drilling. 

Joanne Williams, Nido deputy managing 
director, said in a statement posted on the 
firm's website that the first ой from Galoc was 


samples from the pilot Galoc well confirmed 
the presence of oil in the reservoir; that there. 
is a greater proportion of productive reser- 
voir to nonproductive reservoir rock than 
was originally expected in the pilot well area; 
and that the reservoirs potential to contain 
some 23.4 million barrels of ой was verified. 

Ronnel W. Domingo 


expected to flow in 
March 2008. 
Williams said the 
projet сой in- 
creased from $100 
million due mainly 
to interruptions in 


The City Social Services of Mandaue City In Cebu headed by 
the wife of City Mayor Jonas Cortes, Mrs, Sarah Cortes 5 
going to throw a Christmas Party for the city’s Indigent 
children on December 23, 2007. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


"E BUSINESS 
boitiz Power, Vivant 
rm joint venture 


In the spirit of the Yuletide season we would like to Invite our 


the drilling pro 
e drilling Program | valued clients to make pledges to provide a meaningful and 


caused by the three 


typhoons that hit the | Joyous Christmas to Mandaue City's less fortunate children. 

pd For those who wish to participate In this welfare program may 
"The cost increase | contact our office and look for Ms. Malou Espena or Ms. Mila 

reflects ariskwhichis | Gatchalian through telephone numbers 897-4630 to 31. 


part and parcel of oil 
feld developments, 
(but) the impact to 
schedule has been 
minimized," she said. 

Nido found that 
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Empire East 


Empire East Land Holdings, Inc. 


NOTICE TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS OF RECORD 
AS OF 20 DECEMBER 2007 


Empire East Land Holdings, Inc. CELI" or the "Company') Is offering for subscription (the 
Offer") 2,623,809,063 new Соттоп Shares (the "Rights Shares") at en Exercise Price 
of P1.00 per Rights Share to existing shareholders of record as of 20 December 2007 (the 


"Record Date") at the proportion of 1 Rights Share for every 3 Common Shares held. 


The Offer Period shall be from 7 January 2008 to 12:00 поса of 11 January 2008. The 
Application to Subscribe form shalt be delivered or railed to ail stccKholdere as of Record 
Date, All duly accomplished subseripbcn documents and full payment for your total 
subscription price should be submitted to designated breaches of Banco de Oro – EPCI, 
Inc. before the end of the Olfer Period. The Rights Shares shall be listed at the Priippine 


Stock Exchange са 21 January 2008. 


THIS NOTICE IS FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY. IT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN 
OFFER TO SELL THE RIGHTS SHARES, THE OFFER IS CONTAINED IN A LETTER, 
WITH ENCLOSED FORMS, WHICH SHALL ВЕ MAILED OR DELIVERED TO EACH 
SHAREHOLDER. Each shareholder must read the complete terms and conditions of the 
Rights Offering at the back of the Аррисаһоо to Subscribe and in the Information Memo- 
randum which may be obtained from the offices of Banco de Ого – EPCI, Inc.-Trust Bank- 
Ing Group located at 16th Fleer, ВОО South Tower, Makati Ave. cor, H.V. dela Cesta St, 


Makati City, Telephone Number (632) 840-7000 locals 6976, 6977 and 6978. 
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Zest-O among most 
admired Asean firms 


THE ASEAN BUSINESS AWARDS (ABA) 
with strategic partner, Ernst & Young, 
awarded four of the 12 finalists for The 
Most Admired ASEAN Enterprises in the re- 
cently concluded Asean Business and In- 
vestment Summit Gala Dinner in Singa- 
pore. Zest-O Corp won the award in the In- 
novation category and its CEO, Ambas- 
sador Alfredo Yao, received the award from 
Singapore Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong. 
The other Most Admired ASEAN Enter- 
prises awarded were Singapore Telecom- 
munications Ltd (Singapore) for the 
growth category; CapitaLand Limited (Sin- 
gapore) for the Employment category; and 
РТ Kalbe Farma Tbk (Indonesia) for the 
corporate social responsibility category. 
The winners were short listed from 63 nom- 
inations from across the Asean region. 
Zest-O Corp of the Philippines is a family 
corporation established in May 1981 to 
manufacture and distribute food products. 
Established as Semexco Marketing Corp, 
the company adopted the name of its flag- 
ship brand in 1995, taking pride in the phe- 
nomenal success of its Zest-O juice drink. 
Zest-O Corp's annual sales have grown to 
reach P2.6 billion for 2004 with total assets 
of 450 million. Guided by the company's 
philosophy of producing quality products at 
affordable prices and availing it to the most 


number of consumers, the company has suc- 
cessfully diversified into different product 
categories over the years in terms of both 
sales volume as well as patronage. Zest-O al- 
so captured a significant market share in the 
instant noodle segment, with a leading posi- 
tion in many regions in the country. 

‘Other finalists of the Asean ABA include 
Nationgate Technology (M) Sdn Bhd 
(Malaysia) and Saigon Paper Corp (Viet- 
nam) for growth category; Integrated Mi- 
croelectronics Inc (Philippines) and Asia 
Commercial Joint Stock Bank (Vietnam) 
for employment category; Great Eastern 
Holdings Limited (Singapore) and Hoatho 
‘Textile Garment Joint Stock Corp (Viet- 
nam) for innovation category; and Banyan 
Tree Holdings Pte Ltd (Singapore) and Jo- 
hor Specialist Hospital Sdn Bhd (Malaysia) 
for corporate social responsibility category. 

Launched in April 2007 to mark Asean's 
40th anniversary, the ABA recognizes the 
most outstanding and successful Asean 
‘companies contributing to Asean's econom- 
ic growth and prosperity. Global profes- 
sional services firm Ernst & Young helped 
conceptualize the framework of the inau- 
gural awards, conducted on-site inter- 
views, and facilitated the judging process. 
In the Philippines, SGV & Co is the member 
practice of Ernst & Young Global. 


The Body Shop: Feel good naturally 


WHEN IT COMES TO FINDING THE PER- 
fect presents for friends and family, The 
Body Shop can promise you everything on. 
your Christmas gift “wish list" and more 
this year. 

From our bestsellers delivered in some 
inspired gift selections, to our sumptuous 
seasonal fragrance choices for the bath, 
body and the home, everybody can enjoy 
the very best naturally inspired products 
and gifts. 

And by choosing 
products from the 
Christmas 2007 col- 
lection, gift-givers can 
be safe in the knowl- 
edge that where pos- 
sible The Body Shop's 
products contain the 
Very best Community 
Trade natural ingredi- 
ents. So while customers can demon- 
strate their ethical purchasing power, a 
community will benefit from its trade. 

Choose from its comprehensive array of 
contemporary, sophisticated and indulgent 
products, and make it a one-stop-shop for 
all your gifts this year. 

There'll be plenty of rich pickings this 
Christmas thanks to the delicious new Rich 
Plum Bath & Body range. The evocative 
sweet, fruity plum scent has been hand- 
picked by customers as a favorite festive 
fragrance. 

Tell also be delivering some exceptional 
gift collections for Christmas, putting all 
your festive favorite ranges such as White 
Musk, Neroli Jasmin, Cassis Rose, Spa Wis- 
dom, Home Fragrance and the award-win- 
ning Body Butter range together, into tanta- 
lizing arrays of mouth-watering seasonal 
treats for all tastes and pockets. The great 
benefit of buying friends, family and loved 
ones its sensational seasonal gifts, is that it 
has all the hard work selecting the best of 


© 
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AMIGO МАЦ. NOWIT BUILDING 
Amigo Mall is now one of the pioneer IT (informa- 
tion technology) buildings duly registered with Peza 
as one of the only three buildings to be awarded as. 
an IT building/operator on ойо City. As an IT oper- 
ator, IT locators such as call centers and other BPO 
(business process outsourcing) companies can 
сапу on their operations in Amigo Mall with spectal 
tax incentives. Being registered with Peza, Amigo 
Май operates and maintains common facilities even 
after all available spaces have been leased out. In 
addition, the Amigo Mall provides specials struc- 
tures such as clean and uninterruptible power sup- 
ру, building maintenance systems and a high- 
speed telecommunication backbone. This is in con- 
junction with the renovation plan to create а fresh, 
‘newer look and provide better amenities to its ten- 
ants. Call centers and other IT locators are invited to 
operate at Amigo Mall. For inquires, сай Marie Jean. 
Р. Cordero at the Amigo Terrace Hotel & Май, cor- 
ner iznart-Delgado Streets, lloilo City, at (033) 508- 
6736/0917-5751667. Shown is Felipe Uygongco, 
president of La Filipina Uygongco Corp, as he re- 
семе the certificate of registration from Lilia De Li- 
та, Director General of the Philippine Economic 
Zone Authority (Peza). 


the best products, so you don't have го! 

So be sure to make your way to The Body 
Shop® store nearest you, to sample the 
sensational gift choices for Christmas 2007 
and receive this great gift with purchase of- 
fer. 


Time to share, time to care 

Apart from the fabulous choices this sea- 
son, another great reason to buy from The 
Body Shop is that you don't have to trade 
luxury in order to purchase 
with a conscience, you can 

have both! 
For every purchase of The 
Body Shop Christmas Gift, 
Pl will be donated to 
Kuwentuhang Bata, a lit- 
eracy program being 
developed by The 

Body Shop and 

Unang Hakbang 

Foundation for the 
benefit of underprivileged children. 

The Kuwentuhang Bata program basical- 
ly works by enabling children to help other 
children. Here the supporting organization 
provides young participants with trainings 
and practice sessions on story telling tech- 
niques. In turn, the children themselves be- 
come community readers, providing story 
reading sessions and inspiring other neigh- 
borhood children to learn. 

What's more, both the gift giver and re- 
ceiver also benefit as they are entitled to a 
10-percent discount on their next purchase 
of any regular item or gift. The promo is on- 
going until Jan. 31, 2008. 

So whether you're after pre-packed gifts, 
great accessories, some sumptuous season- 
al home fragrance or simply want some- 
thing special for yourself, step in-store and 
see the winter wonderland of wonderful 
treats that awaits you. With great gift like 
these, why go anywhere else this year? 


‘Deal Or No Deal’ 
from MSV books 


IN THE GAME OF LOVE, CAN YOU MAKE A 
deal? Find out what choice you have to 
make when your heart must decide. Experi- 
ence how romance can get to a high or low 
level depending on how much one is willing 
to sacrifice. Now, making decisions become 
both thrilling and inspiring in the new set of 
My Special Valentine (MSV) pocketbooks re- 
leased by Bookware Publishing Corp. 

This week, grab any copy of the follow- 
ing MSV titles “Deal of a Lifetime,” “My 
Happy Ending,” “On a Wild Night,” “Con- 
queror of My Heart," "Kung May Pag-Ibig 
Pa,” “Stranger's Bride," “Kilala Ka Ng Puso,” 
“Peksman, Mahal Kita,” “Wife Trap,” "My 
Testament of Love,” "On The Wings of 
Love" and "Princess Charming." 

Incidentally, the company is inviting ev- 
eryone interested in becoming a successful 
romance writer to send his/her 
manuscripts for evaluation. For inquiries, 
call 631-8894 or 631-7811. 
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APMC WINS 2007 DON EMILIO ABELLO ENERGY EFFICIENCY AWARD 


Ayala Property Management Corp (APMC) has been con- 
ferred the 2007 Don Emilio Abello Energy Efficiency Award of 
Recognition by the Department of Energy, for energy efficien- 
cy of the Makati Stock Exchange Building (MSE), Serendra, 
and the Ninoy Aquino International Airport Centennial Termi- 
па! 2 Complex. MSE earned Outstanding Recognition for its 


pum 


Dec. 18. 


enercon projects. Serendra and the Майа Terminal 2 were гес- 
ognized for its entry at the First Asean Best Practice Competi- 
tion for Energy Management in Buildings and Industries. 
‘Shown are APMC executives receiving the award held at thé 
Department of Energy Compound, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


"TECHNO WARS 2007*-BATTLE OF MATH AND SCIENCE WIZARDS 


An advocate for excellence in mathematics and science, FEU- 
East Asia College invited math and science wizards from pri- 
vate and science high schools to its "Techno Wars 2007’. Itis a 
fully computerized and interactive competition, the first of its 
kind. The high-tech quiz format was made possible by the 
original software design created by the talented students of 
FEU-EAG, "Techno Wars 2007’ was participated in by 47 
schools, wherein Rizal National Science High School emerged 
as the champion, Shown are Patrick Gaspar Rollan and Kevin 


Stanley Enriquez together with their coach Romulo B. Arada Jr 
as they receive their awards from Richard Jude S. Limgenco, 
executive director, Dr. Elsa Gerardo, director, math, physics 
and science; and Noel O. Rama, director, admission and exter- 
nal relations, all from FEU-East Asia College. After the impres- 
sive competition, all winners (from champion to 4th place) 
were given invitations for scholarships at FEU-East Asia Col- 
lege and their respective coaches were given tokens courtesy 
of the industry partners of FEU-EAC. 


ATENEO SCHOOLS PARENTS COUNCIL HONORS OUTSTANDING TEACHERS 


‘Ateneo Loyola Schools Most Outstanding Teachers for 2007- 
2008 Dr. Stephen Henry S. Totanes, Dr. Reginaldo M. Marcelo, 
and Dr. Gregory L. Tangonan, were honored by the Ateneo 
Schools Parents Council (Aspac) at the 17th Gabi ng Parangal 
at Pasasalamat Nov. 26 at the PLDT-CTC Room 201, Ateneo de 
Manila University, Loyola Heights, Quezon City. Shown are 
(from left: Fr. Bienvenido Е Nebres SJ (president, Ateneo de 
Manila University); Dr. Ma. Assunta С. Cuyegkeng (VP for Loy- 
ola Schools, Ateneo de Manila University); Daisy E. Mendoza, 


dent). 


(Aspac, academics committee), Maria Luz В. Cabayan (Aspac, 
academics committee chair); Dr. Reginaldo M. Marcelo (out- 
standing junior teacher awardee) Dr. Stephen Henry S. 
Totanes (outstanding senior teacher awardee); Dr. Gregory 1. 
Tangonan ( outstanding part-time teacher awardee); Josefina 
Perez-Ang (Aspac president); Ruby Tongco (Aspac, special 
projects committee chair), Marieta M. Zee Se-Ki (Aspac trea- 
Surer), and lawyer Bienvenido E. Laguesma (Aspac vice presi- 


FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS- 
ful mounting of the Seventh 
Noel Discovery Bazaar and 
Christmas Shopping Expo last 
November, GMA Kapuso Net- 
work and event organizer CUT 
Unlimited is bringing back its 
second part from Dec. 21 to 23 
at the World Trade Center, 
Pasay City. 

Dubbed as the “bazaar with a 
heart,” visitors can discover un- 
expected finds at rock-bottom 


prices for their last-minute 
Christmas shopping. 
Aside from ап enjoyable 


shopping experience, shoppers 
can also help the bazaar's bene- 
ficiaries such as GMA Kapuso 
Foundation’s Give-A-Gift Alay 
sa Batang Pinoy, the Bantayog 


The bazaar with a heart 


ng mga Bayani Foundation and 
the Associate Missionaries of 
Assumption Foundation, 

The second part of Noel 
Bazaar 2007 promises to be an- 
other unique fair with hun- 
dreds of products, fashion 
lines, food items for Noche Bue- 
na and gift items, home décors, 
novelty items, rare wares, and 
other exclusive finds. 

There will also be exhibits on 
financial services, mobile tech- 
nology, real estate, leisure and 
Other amenities to help you 
start the New Year right. 


Live performances 

Live performances from the 
Center for Pop, a fashion show 
by Abbylyn and a cooking demo 
by MCN Taipan will spice up the 


three-day shopping spree. 

Guests can also rummage in: 
bargain stalls at booths of GMA: 
Kapuso Artists. 

There will also be celebrity: 
appearances and production’ 
numbers from Bea Binene, 
Chynna Ortaleza, Ella Guevar- 
ra, Iwa Moto, Jana Victoria, Jen 
Rosendahl, John Nite, Joy Ve- 
lasco, Katrina Halili, Sheena: 
Halili, LJ Reyes and members of. 
the “Pinoy Pop Superstar". =. 

Noel Bazaar is presented BY 
GMA Network, the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer and Southeast 
Asian Airlines, in cooperation 
with the Sunday Inquirer Maga- 
zine, the Foreign Post, Baran- 
gay LS 97.1 FM, Jam 88.3, 
Wave 89.1 and Max 103.5. 


Christmas at Discovery Country Suites: The closest thing to experiencing New England 


THE COOL DECEMBER AIR, COUPLED 
with Discovery Country Suites Tagaytay's 
manor-style hospitality, is ће closest thing 
to experiencing a New England Christmas 
in the Philippines. From now until Dec. 31, 
families may avail of Discovery Country 
Suites’ Country Holiday Package where 
they willbe able to choose from seven ele- 


gantly-appointed suites. The Victorian-style 
Oxford Suite, which features a spacious 
master bedroom, a fireplace and а bathtub 
overlooking the verdant hills of Tagaytay is 
available for only P15,000++. The New 
England-themed Nantucket Suite, the Thai- 
inspired Siam and Japanese-enthused 
Nara suites are available for P 11,000++. 


The Andalucia, Saint-Tropez and Ceylon 
suites may be booked for only Р10,000++. 
The package comes with complimentary. 
country breakfast, welcome amenities, 
‘free-flowing wine and hors d'oeuvres dur- 
19 cocktall hour, and warm cookies and 
milk at bedtime for two persons. At 
Restaurant Verbena, families can experi- 


ence warm chats by the fireplace while par- 
taking of sumptuous wine and cheese " 
spread from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Make Di 
covery Country Suites and Restaurant Ver- 
bena your Holiday destinations in Tagaytay. 
For inquiries, call Tagaytay at (046) 413- 
4567 or Manila at 683-8383 or log on to 
www discoverycountrysuites.com. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines 
Province of Cebu 

BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE - INFRASTRUCTURE 
‘Cebu Capitol, Cebu Ciy 

Tel. No, 265-8123; Fax No. 253-3981 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Tha Province of Cebu, trough its Bids and Awards Commitee niasuctre (BACLNFRAI, 
invites contractors registered wih and casi by he Philippine Contractors Accrdtaon 
‘Board (РСАВ) to app for lily and ю bid forthe hereunder contracts: 
General Information 
Tile: Improvement Repair o Phase 1 and Phase 2 Asphaled Roads, 
Scope : Improvement and repair lensing asphalt roads 


——=— CLASSIFIEDS ™ 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, - 


q QUEZON | ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Poctol, Pitogo, Quezon 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TO BID 


 QUEZELCO Lis teg intrested suppers to ерду or quallicaon and to bid forthe supply o! 
attached CARE FUNDED PROJECTS materiais. 
а. PROJECT ID- 1A- Replacement of Рода Poles (BACKBONE LINES) 
b. PROJECTID- 3- Напао o! Octopus Connection 
с. PROJECT ID-5- Transiormer Management and Power Ору 
CARE FUNDED PROJECTS 
CX. 2007 


Materials Description - 


i —B— 2041 
5 Pa 

соза) | (ре) Documents (PhP) Е 
сапа оба | таганан | Pann uaria 
Faas иванов | 2nd Dati iad Cebu | T 1000000 SS 
пез 958282 | заана Martand Cou [Рад 5 
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S Hiean 5 | 673059028] Sh Dariet Maniana Ceu | P 400000 Жесе, 18 
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+ Prospective bidders should possess a vald PCAB License applicable to the ABC per package, 
«have completed a similar contact wih а value of at least 50% of ihe ABC, and have key 
2 personnel and equipment (std in the Еау Forms) avalable forthe prosecution ol ihe 
ontact. The BACHNFRA wil use non-decretonary passaii citer in the Еду Check! 
‘Screening and inthe Preliminary Examination of Bids. The BACHNFRA wil conduct post- 
‘ualicaton of the lowest cakulated bid. 

‘Al particulars relative to Submission o EB DocumentsStatemeris and Screening, Bid 
and Parormance Secus, Pre-biddng Conferences, Evaluation af Bids, Post Qualfeaton 
эла Award о! Contact, shall ba govemed by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and №5 
Implementing Aules and Regulabons-A(RF-A). 

The schedule o acies В as flows: 
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"Sido upset bol, SEE" 
Double upset bol. SEXE 

Doe arming bol БАРЕ 

Double arming bol. S22" 

"Ov eye bol, 58387 

‘Oval eye bo 5107 

Bol carage, WILI 

Bal атое oye уре strap SEMIZ 


UR '"BACNFRA Activities ‘Schedule 


21 | Crossan, 3127341238 (Wood) 


T. Facai from prospective bidders oi Leiers | December 21-27, 2007 
‘ot intent (LOI including Application for 


Бобу 


Сват $3 xS 0-0 (Wood) 
Ange Brace, 2x2 x 14 60 Span. 
Brace sideam dagonal 1-34 ange, 18707. 


|. The BAC-NFRA Secretariat wil issue to prospective bidders Ell Forms at he Provincial 

Enghan's Обе, Capi Compound, Cebu iy, upon eir submission of а Leer оГ Intent 

за and speciying therein whic projets they intend 1o under, and payment ol non- 
: telundable amount o Fly Pesos (P50.00) foreach project othe Cash Division. Prospective 
| bidders shall submit the фм Requirements to, and may also суа the resus of бе 
рыу Check om, the aforementioned address. For further inquies, one may cali o 
Secretariat at 032) 255-6123. 
Tho Secretariat wil issue Во Documents incuing Pians and Specfcafens only to bidders 
declared by the BAC-INFRA who are found io be lile to bid, upon payment othe Cash 
Dision a non-refundable amount as above-stated. 
Tho Province о! Cebu assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
bidders for any expanses incurred in ће preparation ol teir bids and, reservas е right to reject 
any and al bids, declare a failure с bidding or not to award the contract 

(508) ADOLFO V. QUIROGA 
Chatman 


(POI- Decent ил) 


Republic of the Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Regional Office No. IV-A 
ard Fir, Andenson Big, I, Brgy. Parian, Calamba Ciy 
December 21,2007 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 
Notice is hereby given that the following companiesremployors have fled with this 
Regional Office application's for Alen Employment Permits. 

Name and Adress Name ol Foreign 
ot Company Employer National citizens 
YKK PHILIPPINES, NC. We Yutaka Ат 
Son Barnima, Sio Toras, Ganges | Japanese 
EBARA BENGUET, NC "Mr Mamoru Meno! 
Cariutang ел. si, dapmese 
Cabo Laguna 
SEOJN APPAREL CO. NG 
FOE By, Langen, 
Desnanfas, Сама 
PLPNAS SHELL PETROLEUM CORP. 
Saeco iege Wasan Cay! 
Тобаго Rina. Batangas Су 
NESTLE PHILIPPINES, NC. 

Bo, Мида, Cabuyao, Laguna 

| PRIME MICRO ELECTRONICS 
PHILS, INC. 

Lo I, San ala, So Tomes, 

Batangas 

‘PRIME MICRO ELECTRONICS 

PHILS, INC. 

LISP i San ааа, So. Tomas, 
Batangas. 

PANE MICRO ELECTRONICS 

PHILS, INC. 

ISP M, San Ratast, Sio: Tomas, 
Batangas 

PRIME MICRO ELECTRONICS 
PHILS NC. 

LISP Mí, San Ral, S. Tomas, 
Barange 

1 you have any informavion/sbjecton to the above-mentioned applications please. 
‘communicate with the Regional Director. P 


Position 


Veo Present lor 
Preducton 
Ves President 


чї. Dao Yeon Kang 
Korean 


одеса Manager 


‘Wr Yoo Pang Yeon! 
Malaysian 


Ms. Rebekka Thommen! 
Swiss 

Mr. Jong Kt Lael 
Korean 


Wir Hoyoung Bang 
Korean 


TAr, Gun Tas Har 
Korean 


"wr Changeoo Lee! 
Korean 


ATTY. RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, ŠR., CESO II 
TU Regionai 


3 issuance of Egy Forms- December 21-28, 2007 "Brace sidearm vertical ange. SU 

3. Receipt of Eigbily Requirements: December 28,2007 Washer IEUAN. NE Tele 
4. Noice ol Eigblly Check Resuts January 3.2008 Washer СУГ. I6 hole. 

$. issuance of Pans and Bid Documents January 4,2008. Washer round, +387 da. V16 he 
6. Pre bid Conference: January 9, 2008 

7. ћесар and Opening of Вз “January 21, 2008 
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Schedule 
Decerber 2628, 2007 


Jamumy 4,2008, 100 PM. 
January 8. 2008 


(Sod) INOCENCIO P. DIGUDIG 
ВАС Crasman 


Note 
(S93) ENGR. CARLITO М. RUFO, JR. 
Кт Л 


VISTA VERDE 
EXEC VILL Ph9 


Cainta, Rizal 
NO FLOOD RFO 
3BR,2TB P2.850M 
15% DP In House LIZ 
Tel. 7255426 / 7263275 


RYKERDLL 
RENT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 


10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER. 
1818716 / 1964371 


|ВЕРА 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Natlonal Capital Region 
DY inf! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
сог. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have filed 
‘with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
Сотрапу/Етріоуег 


МЛ. LENDING а TRADING CO. 
2277 Road 3 Fable Estate, 
Sta. Ana, Manila 


аж 


Мате of Foreign 
National/Citizenship 


Manpreet Singh 
Indien 
мл. LENDING а TRADING CO. 


2277 Road 3 Fable Estate, 
Sia. Ana, Мама 


Gurpalr Singh Brar Loan Officer 


Indan 


PAVONIA LENDING & TRADING CO. 
220 B Cordilera St, 

San Francisco del Monte, 

‘Quezon у 


Raghbir Chand 
inden 


Company Collector 


PAVONIA LENDING & TRADING СО. Gurpreet Singh Sandhu Company Collector 


indan 


Бала Singh Sandhu 
Indan 


Loan Offer. 


'BALJAHAR LENDING INVESTOR 
‘CORPORATION 

OK 2nd St, Kamuning, 

Quezon Cly 


Jaggi Sheemar 
indan 


Company Collector 


BAL SHER TRADING INC. 
8-29 Lot J. Luna, New Сардој Estate, 
Diman, Quezon Ciy 


Pawan Doal 
Indan 


CONAUTIC MARITIME INC. Hubertus Frans 
Rm. 312 Penthouse, Ermita CenlerBlóg, Maria Siegers 
1350 Roxas Blvd, Ermita, Manila Duich 


Oficial Representative 


YOOHAN TRAVEL & TOURS CORP. 
Damon Вір. Pres. D. Macapagal Ave., 
Pasay Cty 


BLUE-EYED DRAGON TECHNOLOGY 
PHILS., INC. 

ZIF 7480 Bagikan cor. Dao St, 

‘San Antonio Vilage, Makali Cy 


Hee Jung Park 
Korean 


‘Assistant Marketing 
Consultant 


Tetsuya Mizustima 
Japanese 


General Manager 


WINTER WONDERLAND 
ENTERTAINMENT INC. 
7462 Bagiakan St, 

San Antonio Vilage, 
Makati су 


Guat Toh Hoe 
Malaysian 


YBM PNT INC. 
287 IBM Рага Bldg. Eastwood Cty, 
(Gyberpark, Libis, Quezon Ciy 


FIRST GEN CORPORATION 
ЭЕ Benpres Вір. Exchange Rid, 
Ortigas Ct, Pasig City 


ACNIELSEN (PHILIPPINES), INC. 
Prudential Life Guada Bdg., 
No. 31 EDSA, Mandaluyong Cty 


KIBIO 2007 CORPORATION 
211 Bahay ng Alumni Magsaysay Ave., 
UP Campus, Quezon City 


‘Se Na Mn 
Korean 


Manager 


Michael Christopher. 
Young 
New Zealand 


Hydro OAM General 
Manager 


ober James Smith Executive Director 


‘Australian 


Озата 
Korean 


Field Manager. 


KIBIO 2007 CORPORATION 
211 Bahay ng Alumni Magsaysay Ave, 
UP Campus, Quezon Ciy 


KIBIO 2007 CORPORATION 
211 Bahay ng Alumni Magsaysay Ave., 
UP Campus, Quezon Ciy 


KIBIO 2007 CORPORATION 
211 Bahay ng Alumni Magsaysay Ave., 
UP Campus, Quezon Сау 


Jung Mo Shin 
Korean. 


Business Manager 


‘Sung Kwon Chun 
Korean 


President 


Hun Park Financial Manager 


KIBIO 2007 CORPORATION 
211 Bahay ng Alumni Magsaysay Ave., 
UP Campus, Quezon Ciy 


CHEVRON MALAMPAYA LLC 
BF Asian Star В. 

‘Asean Drive Flinvest Corp. Ciy, 
‘Alabang Muntiniupa Ciy 


ТНА AIRWAYS INTERNATIONAL Krich Thammagui 
PUBLIC COMPANY LIMITED Thai 

Country Space| Bldg. 

Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., Makati Ciy 


General Manager 


Агроп Services 


Manager 


If you have any information/objection to the above mentioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


итоге 3287 Director 
URGENT 
FOR HIRING BIRUMEL PASTRY CHEF 
Salesman & Marketing Specialist тан. # шшк Interested Applicants may call 
for battery distribution. кишер | "жижа || ond send their comprehensive 
*At least 10 yrs. experience in sales & SWISS WATERS resumé with 2x2 colored 
distribution of batteries. anmas picture to: 
Send your resumé to 825 Katarungan St- = Greg Pascual at 
шшс еге ыы sec |ndo sien gregeibtikari.ce ге 
Tel: 747-1866 or 533-0179 | 98800282 ams 0927-8244529 1995258649 
NATION AL AFP Modernization Program = Read it every Sunday 
CLASSIFIEDS | Surigao De! Sur Eie Coop- MUSEI, wn ati Dl ын. 
Ta Yet el oe Development Bank of the Phils. = 
DAR Camarines Norte Кови 
More Classified Ads: POEA Advisory haste ak. bs to aw 


LAFUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


‘Tel. Мог, : 712-3001; 749-3806 to 11 


cU PN M RN 
onsite 
mta p RR 
ze ecce ns 
epa | оланан | осаат ratum 
Aguilar пра 


 ОВІТОАВІЕЅ . 


MATILDE С. FRANCO 


Poacefull joined our Lord on December 7, 2007 
at the age of 98, at the Washington Hospital in Fremont, CA. 
She is survived by her loving husband of 68 years, 


Jose. C. Franco; children Remy Gordon 
(husband of Glen), and Bobby Franco (wife of Gloria); 
five grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. 


Please pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte 2913 
Tel. # (077)-784-7125/26 Fax: # (077-784-7125 TIN: 000-716-369 


INVITATION TO BID 
“The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, inc. invites qualified contractors to 
submit sealed bids for the repair and mainienance of the following 
generators. 
‘Quantity | Units 
2 units 


‘Description of works to be done 
Rewinding, re-taping of main stator, main rotor, 
reconditioning of excter stator and exciter rotor 
Gan sot Specs: (1250 KVAITOOOKW, 4160 У, 
three phase, 60 Hz, 900 RPM, 174 Amps). Also 
include final testing and commissioning in your 
quotation 


АП interested bidders must submit their letter of intents to the INEC ВАС 
Secretariat not later than 10:00 A.M. on December 28, 2007. 
Bidding documents will be avallable at the BAC Secretariat Office оп 
December 28, 2007 - January 8, 2008 upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) 
A pre-bid conference will be held on January 8, 2008, 1:00, at the INEC 
Training Ноот. Submission of sealed bids will be on the following day, 
January 9, 2008, 10:00 A.M., at the same venue. 

(508) RODRIGOR R. AGLIAM, REE 

PBAC Chairman 


Approved: 
(508) RENATO A. BALINTEC, PEE 
Othcor-in-Cnarge 

(POI December 21 а 22.2007) 


Inspired by Italy's Most Beautiful 'Cities of Art' 


я wid 


MCKINLEY HILL 


TUSCANY 


PRIVATE ESTATE 
Near Forbes Park 


$— A land of exuberant romance. Of lush beauty. And today, 
the inspiration of McKinley Hill's newest community. The Tuscany Private Estate. 
Benvenuto to your very own village of art. Here, seven residential clusters rise in 
"Iuscan-Mediterranean splendor. With elegant stone detailing and arches. Varying 
rooflines. And diverse facades in cheerful hues. Close by, princely indulgences have 
been graciously laid out. Delight in healthy recreation at Isola Toscana's play area. 
Or at Parco Bello's lagoon. Share the finest vino with friends from the European- 
style wine cellar. Shop in style along the retail arcade at Upper McKinley Hill. 
‘And take pride in your home's Ponte Vecchio, an attraction inspired by the oldest 
and most famous bridge in Italy's Florence. 
Celebrate la vita Toscana. Where every sight and sound is an absolute pleasure. 


The ‘Tuscany Private Estate at McKinley Hill. 


Another High-caliber Development of: 


ЖХ 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


Бодлоо ерове рау 


Tels. 815-1888 • 816-2768 + 816-3517 A Member of 
‘Visit us at the Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street comer Rizal Drive, www.megaworldcorp.com 
Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila. 150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED E 4 ALLIANCEGLOBAL 
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money in franchises 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


JUST A LITTLE OVER 10 YEARS AGO, 
franchising was virtually unheard of in the 
Philippines. 

For the few who were familiar with it, 
they thought it was a business expansion 
strategy limited to the big foreign food 
companies, such as McDonald's, Shakey's 
‘and Pizza Hut. 

Franchising in the Philippines has defi- 
nitely gone a long way since then, and the 
industry is showing no signs of slowing 
down, just of speeding up. 

The latest data from the Philippine 
Franchising Association, the biggest and 
oldest franchising group in the Philip- 
pines, show that there are close to 900 
franchises operating in the country from 
just 50 in 1995 and 64 percent of these 
are homegrown. These are largely in 
food, service and retail. 

Franchising has thus become a major 
force in the economy, accounting for an 
estimated 15 percent of the annual retail 
sales of roughly $5 billion. 

"Franchising has become the fastest 
growing sector in the country today and 
will continue to be a major sector in the 
near future,” according to the book, “A 
Guide to Franchising in the Philippines," 
produced by the PFA. 

Alegria Sibal-Limjoco, chairperson of 
the 12-year-old PFA, says in an interview 
that the franchising industry continues to 
grow in the Philippines, partly because 
more Filipinos are planning to put up 
their own businesses, especially among 
the youth. 

Perhaps due to growing exposure to 
success stories of entrepreneurs who 
have either acquired a franchise or have 
become franchisors themselves, many 
from among the Filipino youth are will- 
ing to risk putting their money in a fran- 
chise. 

“Many of these young people go to our 
trade shows and I like them because they 
are brave and are willing to try out new 
things and go into a business, even if they 
are also employed at the moment,” 
Limjoco explained. 

She added that with more Filipinos be- 
low 30 becoming more exposed to new 
trends in food or fashion through the In- 
ternet and travels abroad, they get to ex- 
periment new ideas in the market place. 

There is always that possibility that 
some of these new ideas will become the 
next Jollibee or Bench—two of the 
biggest names in the Philippine franchis- 
ing industry. 

The industry is also expected to be- 
come a major dollar earner because of 
the royalty paid collected by Filipino 
brands now operating in foreign mar- 
kets, 

These include Jollibee (food), Chowk- 
ing (food), Islands Souvenirs (novelty 
goods), Hotshots (food), Reyes Haircut- 
ters (salon services), Figaro Coffee 
(food), Video City (video sales and 
rentals), Crystal Clear (purified water), 
Kamiseta (apparel) and Netopia Internet 
zafé (Internet services). 

Armando Bartolome, one of the Philip- 
pines’ leading franchise consultants, ex- 
pects more Filipino companies to become 
franchisors outside the Philippines as 
part of their expansion strategy. 

"Franchising is definitely а growing 
market. Every month, there are en- 
trepreneurs starting to expand via fran- 
chising. More and more Philippine com- 
panies that are franchising here are now 
inspired to expand beyond the shores like 
within the Asean region, Middle East and 
North America. I could see that within 
the next decade, almost all businesses 
will be into franchising,” Bartolome said. 

This entails some tweaking of the con- 
cepts to suit foreign markets, according 
to Pacita U. Juan, CEO of Figaro Coffee 
Corp., which has branches in China. 

Juan, an officer of the Association of 
Filipino Franchisers Inc., says gone are 
the days when franchise companies em- 
ployed а cookie cutter approach to fran- 
chising, which means that one system 
will work for all territories. 

With competition, she says more fran- 
chisors have learned to adapt their opera- 
tions to suit the market where they are 
operating in. 

Figaro, for instance, had to modify its 
dessert offerings to go with the coffee in 
China because the Chinese have a lower 
tolerance for sweets compared to Fil- 
ipinos. 

Foreign franchises have adopted the 
same approach in the Philippines. 


FILIPINOS/B2-2 


Many of the franchisors are young 
people willing to take risks 


Website: www.inquirernet/business ': 


Friday илыме 
Filipinos putting more 


Special 10th Anniversary Limited Edition Series 


№. 


Be one of the few to drive home the Limited 


Edition Crosswind Xz and Sportivo models. 
With features and add-ons that set you apart 


from the conventional, these latest variants 


create that distinction you truly deserve. 


NEM РРА Circular Limited sticker plus Blackout Rear Bumper equipped with Bear Spolier with Refined interior covered In убал siver- 
Fogiames. Разиз and Door Frames? ye Backup Sensor. э Brake Lig. accent dashboard pane! enhances the 
‘overall ving experince, 
Sony 01000 Single InDash М0 Nitytveeioyered ual Tine Wise Screen Headrest Exclusive colors In Crystal 
Player/MP3/Tuner with remote. Console Box. Handsome back sport Mounted LCD Monitor. Blue or Ebony Black. 


Jersey ny combination 
seat material matched 
нал black floor carpet, 
Seatbelt and tims. 


Also available: Limited Edition SSE 7 7 WC 


fog. exo @ 


METEO UA ALABANG Tet RETIA COMMON теза B OSTEO 


Special Colors: Tornade Red & Pearl White 


| 


Luzon BAAS Tat биз теш? BAACANT 2) ESE свати 
ат 0497 зе. MAKATI Tat Ра. ALATA НОНО баз Слить ERED» ABCA 70. PAPA DAVAO Те: (081) 2973344 ILOILO Tal: (033) S087877 
ie 16 + PASIG Ta (02) 11343 + QUEZON AVENUE Tat (2) 257111 ти бота SIN AOT уз PANGASTOAN TE BUSES  MANDADEKEBUTa (092) ВН 

Manufactured and distributed by: Isuzu Philippines Corporation Tel. No. (049) 5410224 + Fax Nos. 8420202. (049) 5410333 
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IBUSINESSFriday 


: Local dealer says that for this year, 


WITH THE FAST AND ASTON- 
ishing developments in the digital 
world, photographic imaging has 
T become an even more complicat- 
ij ed venture. New technologies 
Я come out of the digital woodwork 
along with a new set of need-to- 
know systems and procedures, 
more complicated than the ones 
before. 

Columbia Digital Sales Compa- 
nys CEO Anderson Tan, knowing 
7 і all too well, has diminished the 
+ guesswork by offering the best and 
most user-friendly brands—a move 
that makes the latest technological 
advancement significant in the 
lives of consumers. 
: Оп Jan. 19, 2006, when Konica 
1j Minolta decided to liquidate its 
1: photo imaging division, Tan saw 
1 the episode as an opportune time 
14 to step up the company’s opera- 
d tions to better cope with the fast- 
& changing developments in photo- 
graphic technology: With his father, 
Benito, handing over the reins of 
the Columbia Global Sales Compa- 
ny to him, Тап acquired a, new 


Catering 


Textand Photo 
by Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


л 


> BORACAY ISLAND—BARELY A 

à year after it opened on this world- 
famous island-resort, Discovery 
Shores Boracay has already found 
a niche market among high-end 
domestic and foreign tourists 

The luxury hotel has recorded а 
high average occupancy rate since it 
began operations in March, accord- 
ing to Annabel Wisniewski, presi 
dent of Hotel Systems Аба Inc. 
(HSAD-Raintree which runs the ho- 
tel. “We have exceeded our projec- 
tions,” she says, 

Room rates range from $210 to 
$600 a night, but hotel general 
manager Jose Parreño ЈЕ says that 
"while these were higher than those 


name to go with his vision: 
Columbia Digital Sales Company. 

The new company captures 
"aris vision to expand its services, 
while keeping a leaner and more 
efficient workforce, and maximiz- 
ing its resources. Customer care be- 
ing a paramount objective, Tan saw 
to it that the staff, especially those 
in sales, is more knowledgeable in 
product features and better 
equipped in dispensing service like 
SAP business, the number one 
computer system in the world. 

Columbia Digital Sales Compa- 
пу is also the co-distibutor of the 
high-end Fujifilm line. The Fujifilm 
line is still the world leader in the 
film sector producing high perfor- 
mance films and the current mar- 
ket leader in the Philippines with 
60 percent market share. 

Aside from the legacy of quality 
inherent in Fujifilm, Columbia Dig- 
ital Sales Company also acquired 
the exclusive distibutorship of 
brands like Nikon, Aigo, Kis Photo- 
‘Me and Doli Digital Mini Lab. 

“By offering top-of the-line prod- 


ucts, we assure the public of impec- 
cable quality and excellent perfor- 
mance from every item that they 
buy from the company" stresses 
Tan. 

Leading the product line-up is 
Nikon which, as Tan describes it, is 
"the BMW of cameras. To open 
out the unique Nikon technology to 
а wider audience, the brand re- 
cently introduced seven new cam- 
erasto their Coolpix family., 

On the other hand, entry-level 
shutter bugs and members of the 
style-conscious XYZ generation will 
delight in Aigo Digital Cameras. 
The sleek, handy styling and digi- 
tally-attuned features sit well with 
todays young photo enthusiasts 
who are keen on recording memo- 
ries through a digital format. 

“Those who thought that devel- 
oping photographs will become а 
thing of the past with the advent of 
digital technology could not have 
been more mistaken. "A lot more 
people are developing photos. This 
year alone, 122 bilion photos have 
been printed worldwide. And the 


new gadgets are making photo 
printing alot easier because images 
canbe captured more readily. Aside 
from printing from digicams, they 
сап also print the images they took 
using their cell phones, or images 
stored in their memory cards,” he 
says. 

To help print photos more cre- 
atively, Tan brought in the sophisti- 
cated French brand Kis Photo-Me 
Digital minilabs. The minilabs pro- 
vide photo developing еп- 
trepreneurs with а ponfolio of solu- 
tions guaranteed to boost customer 
turnover and profit margins. 

Columbia Digital Sales Compa- 
пу is the natural progeny of 
Columbia Global Photo Sales Corp. 
which evolved from the Columbia 
Global Far East Lab: A pioneer in 
the Philippine photo industry es- 
tablished by Tan's father Benito in 
the late’70s. 

After setting up his first 
Columbia One-Hour photo shop in 
Quiapo with the help of his sisters 
and brother he went to Japan, 
‘checked into а cheap hotel and 


to a few who can afford it 


‘of around 300 resorts and hotels on 
the island, Discovery Shores had at- 
tracted guests seeking world-class 
accommodations. 

High-end Filipino tourists com- 
prise 80 percent of the guests, Par- 
Teño says. Among the foreigners, 
Koreans make up the bulk, followed 
by Russians. 

Discovery Shores is near Boat 
Station 1 at the northem бр of the 
"white beach of the 1,032-hectare is 
Jand. Itis the first hotel in the Philip- 
pines to become a member of the 
lite Small Luxury Hotels of the 
World. 

It has 88 fully furnished suites 
and a 14meter waterfall. Next 
‘month, it will open its 15 1065, each 
equipped with Jacuzzi whirlpool 
bath пй. 

Discovery Shores is the newest 


hotel opened by Southem Visayas 
Property Holdings Inc (SVPHD, 
which also owns the 225-room Dis- 
covery Suites at the Ortigas Center 
in Pasig City and the seven-room 
Discovery Country Suites in Tagay- 
тусу 

‘Wisniewski says the Boracay in- 
Vesment was "un programmed," 
coming eight years after the opening 
of Discovery Suites, “but we saw the 
need for a luxury hotel that would 
match the quality of the beach and 
the beauty of the island.” 

She says the company recognized 
that Ішхшу hotels sil had an un- 
served market, especially in Boracay. 

Discovery Shores’ amenities and 
services have helped raise hotel 
standards on the island, Parreño 
says. These include plasma TV sets, 
iPod stations and DVD players in 


each room, customized beds, and 
imported pillows and linens. 

Starting next month, the hotel 
wil offer services of the internation- 
ally awarded Mandala Spa. 

Parreño says the raising of san- 
dards was critical as tourist arrivals 
continued to increase. The number 
of touriss in Boracay reached 
567,421 last year, or 136 percent 
higher than the 499,457 recorded in 
2008. 

‘Tourism revenues reached 
P10.18 bilion last year, or 2444 
percent higher than the P8.18 billion 
in 2005. 

The istand resort was included in 
the 10 Best Beaches in the World in 
Conde Nast magazine. This year it 
was cited as one of фе 30 best 
beaches in the world in the July is- 
sue of stand magazine. 
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122 billion photos have been printed worldwide 


took hold of the yellow pages. One 
by one, Benito scoured the pages 
under photographic supply and 
started contacting possible suppli- 
ers. With his gift of gab and powers 
of persuasion, Benito came back 
home with contracts for the exclu- 
sive distibutorship of photo equip- 
ment, cameras and films safely 
tucked in his hands. He became the 
exclusive distributor of Nikon cam- 
eras, and Sakura films and cam- 
eras. Later when Sakura camera 
became Konica Minolta, Columbia 
Global Photo Sales became its ex- 
usive distributor in the country. 

Benito worked assiduously to 
keep Columbia Global Photo Sales 
at the forefront of the photo supply 
and service industry by indoctrinat- 
ing his sales team on the values of 
excellent service and exemplary 
customer relations. 

Benitos son Anderson Tan is a 
restless visionary with very high 
ambitions. Tan has enriched these 
inherited lessons by pursuing his 
education abroad and attending 
advanced studies in reputable busi- 
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Digital photos are in, but developing photos is king 


TAN 


ness institutions. He earned his de- 
gree in Business and Information 
Management from the presigious 
Oxford Brookes University in the 
UK Не got his certificate in the Es- 
sentials of Management from 
Wharton University in Pennsylva- 
nia, He also attended the Leader- 
ship Development Program at the 
Center of Leadership Training, and 
completed the Mastering altema- 
tive Investments at Insead, both in 
Singapore. He plans to study more 
as he believes life is all about leam- 
ing and improving one's self. 


THE FRONT view of Discovery Shores in Boracay. 


Filipinos putting more... 


Available from 6:30 am to 10:30 am 


For every purchase of Breakfast Value Meal + Pie 


GET YOUR COPY AT THESE PARTICIPATING BRANCHES: НОСЕ not included 


MALABON CONCEPCION - MUNOZ - MCU - PHILCOA - REGALADO - INTRAMUROS - STA. CRUZ 


PEDRO СА. 


- LEPANTO - QUEZON AVE. 


"WEST AVENUE 


PROJECT 8 - 


NORTH AVENUE 


UN AVENUE - GEN. LUNA 


EDSA ROTONDA - BACLARAN REDEMTORIST - QUIRINO TAFT - TM KALAW - SAN JOAQUIN - PATEROS BAYAN - SHELL. 


EMERALD 


EL PUEBLO - STRATA 100 - GREENHILLS 


MEGAMALL - BARANCCA - WILSON - EDSA BON! 


EDSA IT CENTER 


CUBAO - ALIMALL - FARMERS - KAMIAS - METROLANE - MARCOS HIGHWAY 


ANTIPOLO 


C & Р MARIKINA - EASTWOOD - KATIPUNAN ~ VISAYAS AVE. - MATALINO - TOMAS MORATO - EDSA PANAY 


GOV. FORBES - BANAUE 


P. CAMPA - QA BANAUE - UST PARKING DECK - GREENBELT - VALERO 


mcs 


BUENDIA 


EVANGELISTA > AYALA MRT 


PEOPLE SUPPORT 


MUNTI CITYHALL - LAS PINAS - KABIHASNAN 


TIMES - AIRPORT ROAD 


SUCAT PALANYAG - ALABANG - SOUTHMALL - NORTHGATE FASTBYTES 


JP RIZAL 


PACO - PRC 


MAKATI AVE 


LIBERTAD - HOLIDAY PLAZA - BANKMER - KINGSWOOD 


FORT BONI 32ND ST 


McDonald's, for instance, has had to 
expand its fried chicken line because Fil- 
ipinos buy more fried chicken than ham- 
burgers. 

Bartolome, meanwhile, says that the 
composition of the franchising industry 
has likewise changed over the past 
decade. 

"Before, when one speaks of fran- 
chising, what comes to the mind of 
many would be food. Everybody want- 
ed to jump into the bandwagon of get- 
ting a food franchise,” Bartolome says, 
“What I find emerging is the service in- 
dustry, the likes of salons, pre-schools, 
tutorials, spas, laundry shops. The 
population is now looking for conve- 
nience." 

PFA Limjoco offers the same view and 
sees bright prospects in the services sec- 
tor, especially those concepts related to 
tourism and business process outsourc- 
ing. 

Limjoco says that as the Philippine 
government succeeds in its campaign to 
bring in more tourists to the Philippines, 
new franchise opportunities would nec- 
essarily crop up, such as new budget ho- 
tel concepts and souvenir shops. 

The business process outsourcing зес- 
tor is another sunshine industry in the 
Philippines and it has spawned related 
businesses, such as schools put up to 
train Filipinos to speak better English so 
they can get a high-paying job in a call 
center. 

"I see big opportunities in the BPO sec- 
tor because it is expected to grow by 300 
percent by 2010. As such, the sector of- 
fers very good franchising prospects пог 
justin training but in other areas as well," 
Limjoco says. 

She also expects great potential in 
franchises within the health and wellness 
sectors, such as spas, salons and restau- 
rants and food outlets catering to the 
more health conscious individuals. 

Of course, the traditional food, fashion 
and "fun" sectors will always remain a 
major force in the franchising industry, 
but other concepts are getting their fair 
share of the market. 

Aside from the change in the compo- 
sition of the franchising industry, ex- 


perts also see some changes in the val- 
ue of the franchise concepts in the mar- 
ket. 

There was time when only franchise 
investment packages worth at least Р1 


million were available to en- 
trepreneurs, whether foreign or Fil- 
ipino. 


Today, franchise concepts are offered 
by successful small and medium-scale en- 
terprises for below P50,000, such as wa- 
ter-refilling stations, beauty salons and 
food businesses in kiosks, carts and 
stalls. 

The PFA says in its book that due to 
standards, modern technology and better 
management systems, franchising has 
helped improve the productivity of SMEs, 
enabling them to expand more rapidly. 

This is proven by the boom in the num- 
ber of franchises in the form of kiosks or 
stalls, which have also expanded outside 
the capital of Metro Manila to take ad- 
vantage of opportunities in the 
provinces. 

But perhaps the main reason behind 
the success and growth of the franchising 
sector in the Philippines is the great prof- 
itpotential. 

This was true when franchising came 
to the Philippines in 1910 when Singer 
Sewing Machine offered distribution li- 
censes or produce distributorships, and it 
remains true today. 

It does not matter if the franchise is 
small or large. It has long been proven 
that riding on a proven business concept 
is still less risky than putting up a busi- 
ness from scratch. 

As PFA said in its book, franchising in 
the Philippines has been enjoying a high 
success rate of 90 percent, which is far 
better the general retailing industry's 
success rate of just 25 percent. 

Not all franchise concepts, however, 
are created equal. Some are definitely 
better than others. It is the potential fran- 
chisee's job to do his homework and real- 
lystudy the business. 

In short, investigate before invest- 
ing. In this way, the future of the fran- 
chising industry in the Philippines will 
become even more robust than it al- 
ready is today, 
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From page B24 
just another minimum. 
requirement.” So this 
is what you ought to 
watch closely: The 
eventual coowning 
by other competing 
brands of an originally 
unowned dimension- 
alized attribute at 
‘some starting point. 
Pointers 

In the process of ar- 
riving at the preceding 

27 answers, we also de- 
rived some crucial rec- 

.ommendatons Юг 

7 you to observe: 

First, know ће con- 
tinually expanding 
minimum require- 
ments of the product 
category where your 
brand belongs. 

Second, make sure 
that your brand con- 
tinues to deliver, and 


minimum require- 
ments to your target 
consumers. If you 
don't you risk losing 
on the first part of the 
motivating position- 
ing game. 

Third, avoid the 
strategic error of posi- 
tioning in an attribute 
that consumers have 
` come to regard as def- 

initely a minimum re- 

quirement. If you do, 
you have wasted re- 
sources in that posi- 

tioning option since а 

minimum require- 

ment attribute by defi- 

nition is not a motiva- 

ў, tor but only а demoti- 
ator 

| Send questions to 

MarketingRx@pldtD- 

SLnet. God bless and 

have a Mery Christ- 

mas! 
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On product attributes and purchase motivators 


Make 


sure that nottomention existing and even old product. 
е There are also continuing 

your nee pit 

n ш retail level is 

Бена shoring Маи ис tha ie store levels 
is cerned about our line of “old” products and 
Continues “шеша тийиш aiton confer 


association 
ence where you spoke about "minimum re- 
quirement product attributes." You warned us 
that while remaining as consumer priority 
needs, these attributes can no longer be pur- 
chase motivators. But how do we know or mea- 


Image) survey for this purpose. But our UAI re- 

search budget allows for only a once-a-year UAL 
‘And as we've already mentioned, we're in а fast 
moving market. So how can we know even be- 


fore the UAI, say, 3 months, 6 months or even 9, 
lO months before? 

А: You have at least two set of things in your 
question. First, there are things to clarify Its af- 
ter this that we can then answer your two relat- 
ed questions. 

While we have in a previous column talked 
about a minimum requirement product at- 
tribute, we should clarify again. A product at- 
tribute (also called "product value,” “product 
need? “product benefitfeature”) becomes a 
minimum requirement when almost all major 
‘competitors or ай of them are already satisfying 
‘consumers on the attribute in question. Because 
the attribute is already satisfied by all brands, 
even when it remains as high in importance to 
consumers as before, it по longer is a motivator. 


iustius d баны, | 
970582 


m" 
5) 


ее 
ете; 


а үз ча pare 
agen 


ааа 


села sci ena 


| 


Gesneri cust bdo 


cem 


Bangko па Han 


www.Ibcbank.com.ph 


Contact Nos. Metro Manila: (2) 899-8686 - Domestic Toll-free: 1-800-1-888-8686 
‘Online inquiries: InfoSIbcbankph. 


That's because consumers have come to regard 
it as generic to the product category Let’s talk 
ібс to unc 


Minimum product attribute 

Consider, for example, the toothpaste at- 
tribute, “prevents cavity” Consumer surveys tell 
us that consumers when asked about this at- 
tribute say: А toothpaste is supposed to prevent 
cavity. If it doesnt, then its something else.” 
What does this mean in terms of consumer sat- 
isfaction? 

"When your brand delivers on the “prevent 
cavity” attribute, consumers take that for grant- < 
ed. That's because (as they say) “a toothpaste is .; 
supposed to do that.” You don't make con- 
‘sumers happy when your brand prevents cavity. 
However, if your brand does not prevent cavity, 
consumers become unhappy And 165 for the 
same reason: You're supposed to prevent cavity 
and you arent. So a minimum requirement at- 
tribute is therefore basically a "dissatisfier" but 
not a satisfier" 165 a demotivator but not a mo- 
tivation 

A toilet soap client once asked us; “So for toil- 
er soap, is the functional attribute, ‘cleans,’ our 
minimum requirement?" Our research on this 
attribute revealed that its not. 165 true that its а 
generic attribute of tollet soap but consumers 
have done something else to this attribute 
which they did not do to the prevents-cavity at- 
tribute in toothpaste. 

Consumers have “dimensionalized” the at- 
tribute “cleans.” To them there are several kinds 


7 of clean: Germ-free clean, fragrant clean, pure 


dean and fresh clean. This makes all the differ- 
fence in consumer motivation. Not all of these 
kinds of clean are already satisfied by ай toilet 
soap brands or owned by a specific brand except 
‘germ-free clean.” Thats Safeguards equity ог 
ownership. But forthe others, ів open competi- 
tion especially "fresh clean" ... at least eight 
years ago when this consumer survey was 
done. 

"This second insight into a minimum require- 
ment product attribute tells brand people that. 
once consumers , the generic at- 
tribute they've dimensionalized becomes ітеје- 
vant in the positioning game. The positioning. 
options now migrate to is dimensionalized 
specifics or kinds. 

Positioning gaps 

‘The motivating attributes are the kinds that 
то one brand owns yet. Those are the so-called 
“positioning gaps.” The brand which excels oth- 
ers in delivering superiority in any such gap be- 
comes its owner Thats true until the time when 
other brands match the owning brand's superi- 
опу. Then, the dimensionalized attribute be- 
comes just another minimum requirement. 

Tt follows from the foregoing discussion that 

over time, and for any one product category, ће 
minimum x attributes accumulate. 
As they add up, the search for a superior posi- 
tioning gets more and more difficult. At the 
same time, marketers must continue to delivery 
and maintain delivery to the target consumers 
of the continually accumulating base of mini- 
mum requirement attributes. 

This is why in our seminar on positioning, we 
always open the seminar by asking participants 
to list down all the minimum requirement at- 
tributes of their major or market leader brand. 
Sadly in 8-9 out of 10 participants, we get avery 
thin list or an incomplete list. This is one of the 
most (if not the most) neglected fundamental 
brand management responsibilities of a mar- 
keter. 

We're now ready for your two related ques- 
tions. We can source from the foregoing clarifi- 
cation and analysis, the answers to those ques- 
tions. We now restate your two questions in 
their combination as follows: “How do we know 
ог measure if product attribute where one of z, 
ош brands is currendy positioned is already a 7 
minimum requirement ... even before the UAI, 
зау З months, 6 months or even 9, 10 months 
before?” 5 


First, look at the definition of a minimum re- 
quirement attribute particularly the portion that 
says: “...almostall огай competitors are already 
satisfying consumers on the attribute in ques- 
tion.” So a quick way of knowing is to lookat the 
competitig brands’ attribute in question, and if 
almost all competing brands are doing well in 
delivering on that attribute, you can then be 50- 
60 percent confident that уоште dealing with a 
minimum requirement. 

Why 50-60 percent confidence only? Thats " 
‘because you have to check on the qualifying ex- 
Jlanarion we gave in the oase of йе valet Sop, 
We said: "Once consumers dimensionalize, 
generic attribute they've dimensionalized e 
‘comes irrelevant in the positioning game. The 
options now migrate to its dimen- 
Bonalized specifics or Kinds. The motivating at 
tribute/s are the kinds that no one brand owns 
уе” 

So, check if consumers now speak of a candi- 


msi Theteani which exe others бары 
ing superiority in any such gap becomes its 
owner. That's true until the time when other 
brands match the owning brand's superiority. 
‘Then, the dimensionalized attribute becomes 
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Where local heads claim vegetable 
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prices are lower than in Divisoria 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


URDANETA _ СТУ—БОМЕ 
cities do not sleep, this опе in- 
cluded. 

For 24 hours daily, trucks and 
other vehicles load and unload 
vegetables and fruits; whole- 
salers, traders and retailers hag- 
gle over prices; “kargador” 
(porter) сапу  backbreaking 
loads of tomatoes, pechay, 
onions, string beans, okra, egg- 
plant, ampalaya, citrus, lanzones, 
bananas and many other farm 
produce, over their shoulders. 

Welcome to the Urdaneta 
“bagsakan” (trading center) mar- 
ket where you can find a wide va- 
riety of fruits and vegetables from 
different provinces and which are 
sold at low prices. 

“Daily, some PS million to P10 
million exchange hands here,” 
says Mayor Amadito Perez Jr. 

The bagsakan market is very 
popular among traders as most 
times, the prices are even lower 
than those in the Divisoria mar- 
ket, he says. 

Traders from Manila come 
here to do business, he adds. 

The trading center was an off- 


shoot of the city's cattle market 
which started after World War TI. 

Urdaneta, then a town, had no 
definite area for cattle selling and 
business was done at the plaza 
and near the municipal hall, 
Perez says. 

People from Luzon provinces 
were coming here, he says, and 
they would buy “bagoong” (fish 
sauce from Lingayen town) to 
bring to their provinces. 

Soon, the саше traders from 
the provinces were bringing veg- 
etables and other farm produce 
to sell at the market and buy 
those brought by the other 
traders. 

By word of mouth, the news 
spread that vegetables and fruits 
"were sold in bulk in Urdaneta, 
and soon, not only cattle traders 
were buying and selling the farm 
produce but wholesalers as well. 

The city has a big cattle mar- 
ket now beside the new city 
hall, but there is stil no definite 
bagsakan market. People trad- 
ed in makeshift stalls lining sev- 
eral streets in the downtown 
area. In 1994, the city built a 
market but the business has 
persisted along the streets 
which are almost always 


clogged with people and vehi- 
Чез. 

"Wholesalers stationed at the 
bagsakan market usually buy all 
the produce brought here by 
truckloads. Then traders from all 
Over Pangasinan and the 
provinces would come to buy dif- 
ferent kinds of vegetables and 
fruits. 

“Each has his own ‘suk? (regu- 
lar customer)," Perez says. 

Fruits and vegetables from as 
far as Davao (pomelo, banana), 
Batangas (lanzones), Laguna 
(dalandan or native oranges), 
Bukidnon (tomatoes) are un- 
loaded here, he says. 

The products are then taken to 
the different towns in Pangasinan 
and other Luzon provinces. 

Market supervisor Cesar Es- 
toesta says he had no exact data 
on how many traders do business 
in Urdaneta. But he says about 30 
truckloads of Baguio vegetables 
arrive daily while almost the 
same number of trucks full of 
other kinds of vegetables and 
fruits come from the other 
provinces. 

The bagsakan market also 
gives jobs to porters from the city, 
but lately, the traders bring with 


them their own porters, saying 
this could mean some savings for 
them. 

Peak months are from Novem- 
ber to March, when daily cash 
ticket collection from the traders 
surges from P10,000 (during 
lean months) to P30,000 on ex- 
ceptional days especially in De- 
cember. 

What makes the bagsakan 
market successful and why do 
traders want to do business here? 

“We practice free enterprise," 
Estoesta says. "Nobody controls 
ihe price unlike in some areas 
where a group of people controls. 
the price.” 

The peace and order situation 
in the city is also a factor. Plain- 
dotes policemen continuously 
patrol the market. 

The city’s location also makes 
ita convenient bagsakan market. 
It is the gateway to Baguio City 
and Northem Luzon provinces, 
and to central and westem Pan- 
gasinan. 

The bagsakan market, while 
booming, is not the city's biggest 
income earner, Perez says. “But it 
has become a tradition that it is 
the trading center in the North," 
he says. 
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As we celebrate our 22nd anniversary, Inquirer grants Number 1 wishes of 22 loyal readers - from a simple 
wish of meeting your оса idol to an adventurous one like spending а weekend with your family in Palawan. 
Let us know what you really want. in 300 words or less, tell us: 


1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Daily Inquirer? 
2) What do you like most about the Inquirer, and we dare ask, what do you like least? 
3) What is your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grant you, and why? 


6) As Philippine Daily Inquirer is on its 22nd year, twentydwo. 
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та 


12) Winners shall agree іо have their names and photos 
published in the newspaper or announced in any mode ог 
manner of advertisement as the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
may deem appropriate. 


13) In case of dispute, the Philippine Daily Inquirer's decision 
‘shall be final. 


14) All employees of the Philippine Daily Inquirer their 
relatives up 1o second degree of consanguinity or affinity. 
апа of ils advertising agency, are not allowed to 
participate in this promo. 
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which is normally a cue that the 
‘Main courses served at Kiko’s bar is about to close. That way, 
2 "She's really the brains be- are the native batchoy, labya (the Һе says, “our customers will not 
te SAN PEDRO, LAGUNA—WHAT hind all these,” William says of llonggos' version of the bone end up looking for another 
place during the wee hours.” 
Because of this practice, 
second child of the Luenas’, to William eventually permanent- 
In the busy town of San Pe- serve Ilonggo dishes since their ly stayed in the restaurant. Не 
dro, the Luenas' intention was mom hails from Iloilo. 
.. William Luena, the eldest in to be able to recreate the atmo- 
Д the brood of four, remembers sphere ofa farmland. They used they use in their menu keep the accommodate drunken guests. 
22: how his mother, Delia Luena, thatched materials for the roof distinctive flavor of Ilonggo 
Д once ran a small eatery but had and the walls of the restaurant, dishes. For instance, they use a intended to keep the price of 
1 (о close the business because of making it look like a huge піра native ingredient they call their food low to accommodate 
patya, cook adobo without soy tricycle drivers around them. 
: used to go to Tagaytay and sauce, and serve unsweetened 
ТЇ hopes of reviving the eatery I observed that many people caldereta which is unlike the five drivers’ association in the 
visit the place because of the way Tagalogs cook them. 
7 Kiko’s opened on April 11, ambiance,” says William, who 
112003 when the Luenas brood thinks that nowadays it has be- Nolast order 
5 was ready to manage a bigger come quite expensive to travel 
to the provinces for a vacation. 
The restaurant got its name а 
Kiko’s or justa day before its ac- from their brother Kiko because customers can stay here as long business Kiko’s tried to adopt a 
tual opening, the number of it is easy to recall and among as they want,” William says. 
i guests who came to dine so the siblings’ names ithews clos- 


recalls an incident when he had 
Natalie says the ingredients го pull up an improvised bed to 


According to William, they 


He notes that there аге about 


place with around 200 mem- 

bers each. Getting at least 50 

members of each association to 

Kiko'sopensat4:30 p.m. but eat regularly at Kiko's would al- 
ready keep the business alive. 

During the initial years of the 


fine-dining setting to lure cus- 
‘They do not ask the cus- tomers. But despite the cheap 
price, William discovered that 
the eatery's patrons became in- 


The family then decided to 
transform the restaurant into a 
more relaxed and comfortable in the restaurant. 
dining place. Much to their sur- à 
prise, people of varying persua- Branching out 

Eventually, the Luenas were 
able to expand the dining area. with his own family members 
They also put up a small stage could result to a 100-percent 
so that anybody could sing in concern for the business. 


sions, ages, 
side the town started streaming. 

"We want to keep the price af- 
fordable to all,” Natalie says. 
William affirms this, saying, front for free. 
“now, anybody can just walk in 
here without having to think of 
what he should wear.” 


William admits they were not as 
big as they are now. Kiko's start- 


KIKO'S restaurant and bar owners Kiko, Natalie and William Luena 


ed as a small eatery with only a 
canvas sheet (tarpaulin) to cov- is one of the plans the Luenas 
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Branching out, for instance, 


er the area. They also had very аге looking forward to. “But we 


and even from out- 


few helpers before thatthe fam- do not just want anybody to 
ily itself had to cook and serve handle the business,” Natalie 


says. If that happens, they say it 

would most likely be managed 

by one of their brothers. 
William believes working 


“With other people, peeling 


The decisions they make for an onion could be as simple as 
the business come from the whole getting rid of its skin,” he says. 
family. According to William, “if “But if you have the concern, 


other businesses, one hasa plan forthe business, he you'll be saving almost every 


needs to convince everybody why single ingredient that may be of 
he needs to do this or that.” 


use to the business.” 


Filipino restaurant 


2.8 


CARVING A REPUTATION FOR CREATING 
the soft and melt-in-your-mouth pancakes 
and classic and crunchy waffles, Pancake 
House has evolved from a humble home-style 
restaurant to a chain of more than 70 outlets 
in the Philippines the past 30 years. 

Now, Pancake House is embarking on a 
new horizon that will bring its Filipino 
trademark to Malaysia—highlighting the 
brand's vision to reach out to generations of 
families of the global community. 

“Pancake House International is a proof 
thata local brand can go places and impress 
other nationalities. This is our way of show- 
ing to the world that we can be the best in 
what we do,” said Bernadette Lee, Pancake 
House managing director, 

‘The selection of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, as 
the pioneer location is a challenge for Pancake 
House International since the country has a 
multicultural environment. However, Lee be- 
lieves that what the restaurant will serve will 
be welcomed by Malaysian families. 

"We are introducing some of the best сопу 
fort food that have become favorites of Fil- 
ipino families. Surely, comfort food delivers 
satisfaction not only to the palate and stomach 
butalso soothes the soul. It cuts across the bar- 
riers of age, nationality, even social status, yet 
it clearly caters to the most important unit ofa 
community—which is the family” said Lee. 

Located in Sunway Pyramid, a busy 
shopping mall in downtown Kuala Lumpur, 
Pancake House International is а refreshing 
welcome to both locals and foreigners alike 
who crave for comfort food such as pan- 
cakes and waffles; pasta and noodles; 
steaks, burgers and chicken; salads and 
sandwiches; and luscious desserts 

Since Pancake House is a restaurant 
that’s always evolving and keeps in mind 


Hotcake not included 
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to Malaysia 


what is best for its customers, the Malaysia 
outlet offers Salmon Fillet, a healthy 
steamed fillet of salmon served with cream 
pepper sauce. It is not only delighting to the 
palate, but also healthy for the heart. 

“We also have introduced new drinks and 
fruit shakes to cater to their refreshment 
needs. New chilled juices include katsuri, ki- 
wi, black currant, and apple; while the fruit 
shakes are honey dew and starfruit," said Lee. 

But overall, the menu offerings of Pancake 
House International will also be the same with 
Pancake House in the Philippines, albeit some 
minor alterations to conform to their taste. 

“We are also proud of showcasing Fil 
ipino creativity to Malaysia since we have 
developed a stylish menu book and even 
made a separate menu just for kids,” said 
Lee. She stressed, however, that the interior 
of Pancake House International still re- 
tained the ambience of warmth and spa- 
ciousness that the restaurant is known for. 

Since its soft launch last Dec. 5, Pancake 
House International has been attracting а 
sizable number of diners seeking the wel- 
coming sanctuary of comfort food. To be for- 
mally opened in the early months of 2008, 
the Malaysia outlet is just the first step for 
Pancake House to reach out to the world. 

“As what we say here, we will win the 
hearts of the world ‘one pancake at a time." 
We envision the brand to become the 
restaurant of choice of families and those 
thatare dear to one's family such as friends, 
schoolmates, coworkers, etc. We know this 
is possible because we continually strive to 
improve our products and evolve to be- 
come a global brand,” Lee concluded. 

Plans are underway for the opening of 
more Pancake House International branch- 
es in Malaysia. 


love ko to 
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Bigger Sun 
invades the 
provinces 


А BRIGHTER SUN 
will shine the 
whole month of De- 
cember as the net- 
work that offers 
products and ser- 
vices with the best 
value marches into 
the provinces of 
Bulacan, Cavite, 
Cebu and Davao 
with the "Sun Inva- 
1 sion,” a series of 
high-adrenaline ac- 
tivities packed with 
community — fun, 
business opportu- 
nities, entertain- 
ment and other sur- 
prises. 
> — Sun Invasion 
highlights a more 
powerful 24/7 Call 
and Text Unlimited 
(CTU), its revolu- 
tionary service that 
offers unlimited 
calls and texts. It 
brings to the fore 
Suns expanded 
coverage through 
aggressive expan- 
sion efforts їп 
provincial areas 
where more and 
more people are 
now enjoying 24/7 
сто. 

Sun Cellular will 
bring bands and 
celebrities to rock 
with its subscribers. 
The concerts will be 
held on Бес. 21 in 
Cebu City, Dec. 22 in 
Davao City, Dec. 28 
in Malolos, Bulacan 
and Dec. 29 in 
Cavite 

Sun is set to 
spend another Р11 
billion in 2008 to 
boost its coverage 
and add more cell 
sites. (Sun Hotline- 

395-8000) 
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Your employees work hard toachievea golden retirement. Reward 
Them with RelromentPLUS, the first of ifs kind in retirement То find out 
funding, RetirementPLUS has an investment component with investments. AL AXA, we help make dreams come 


For detis, vst wwwaxa.com ph, or vist ary LIFE INSURANCE 
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to prepare for a golden retirement.” 
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Enjoy life in a new form. 


Apple MacBook 13-inch 2.0GHz 
with FREE 6 months WeRoam subscription 


паши Unlimited wireless 3G/HSDPA Internet 


Apple MacBook Pro 15-inch 2.2GHz | PHP 135,000 
with FREE 6 months WeRoam subscription 


You can have this Apple-WeRtoam special package at 0% plan on major credit cards up to January 31, 2008, 
For aptop owners, avallable 
Visit any participating Мове 1 Shop now and see In-store posters for detalis. 


Participating Mobile 3 Shops: Alabang, Digital Exchange, Parksquare, Paseo Center, Podium, Rockwell, Ayala Cebu 


MISIT wwpldtweroam.com | EMAIL bizsoléplótcom.oh | CALL PLOT Corporate Customer Care (522) 688.2700 


Reflecting on Time 


www.mido.ch 


MONTRÉ (The Podium + $M Мой of Asia • SM The Block • SM Cebu) 
RUSTAN'S (Shangri-La Plaza Мон + Gateway) 


For inquiries, colt: (02) 556-0428 


WeRoam comes FREE 
with Apple MacBooks 


PHP 85,000 


or PHP 14,167/mo. (for 6 months) 


Apple MacBook MBOG1ZA/B Features: 
2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
134псһ Widescreen Display 
16В RAM 
80GB Hard Drive 
Combo Drive 
3 Year Apple Care Protection Plan 


WeRoam PLUS Features: 
Unlimited WiFi Internet (Airborne Access) 


Unlimited wireless GPRS/EDGE Internet 


‘or PHP 22,500/mo. (for 6 months) 


Apple MacBook Pro MA895ZA/A Features: 
2.2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
45-inch Widescreen Display 
2GB RAM 
12068 Hard Drive 
Dual Layer Superdrive 
3 Year Apple Care Protection Plan 


WeRoam PLUS Features: 
Unlimited WiF Internet (Airborne Access) 
Unlimited wireless 3G/HSDPA Internet 

Unlimited wireless GPRS/EDGE Internet 


WeRoam PLUS Prepald Kits - Mobile Data Card with 3, 6, or 12 months WeRoam, 


CALL Mobile 4 Hotline (632) 324.0000 
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ack the economic 


glory of ОЙ ре 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—ILOILO BUSINESSMEN 
want the province to maximize its potential 
as a destination for tourists and invest- 
ments. 

During the Iloilo Investment Forum held 
here recently, tycoon Oscar Lopez, chair- 
man of the Lopez Group of Companies, cit- 


«ТЕ чер утят туре 


ed Tloilo’s rich heritage and the leading role 
it once played with regards to culture and 
the economy. 

- “Iloilo City can become the Queen City of 
the South once again, able to compete 
against all comers for economic primacy. I 
believe that, for the city and the province of 
Tloilo, the best is yet to be,” said Lopez. 

He recalled that his father Eugenio 
launched the first Asian airline, the Пойо 


2008 FORMAL COLLECTION 


Shangri-La Plaza +: Glorietta 3, Ayala Center • Robinsons Galleria + Robinsons Place Manila. 
‘Shoppesvitle, Greenhills. + Gateway Mall - Araneta Center * Alabang Town Center * Festival Supermall 
TriNoma * Ayala Center Cebu + SM City Сери +. Robinsons Place Bacolod 


— 
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Negros Air Express Co. (Inaec), in 1933. 
This was even before the birth of the coun- 
try's Пар carrier Philippine Airlines and that 
of its neighbors, Japan Airlines and Singa- 
pore Airlines. 

"Since (the) 1850s, Iloilo has been a na- 
tional leader in nationalism, economics, 
politics, music, culture, education and 
food,” said Lopez in his speech. 

Back then, the province's agriculture 
products such as rice, sugar, cotton, tobac- 
со and indigo were among the most highly 
developed and were exported to neighbor- 
ing islands and Manila. 

But Lopez said the pride of the province 
at that time was in its native textile indus- 
try, producing 50,000 to 60,000 looms of 
the finest pifia, sinamay (abaca fiber) and 
abaca cloth. 

In 1861, the value of total exports of na- 
tive textile products estimated at $1 mil- 
lion, said Lopez. 

‘The boom in the sugar industry in the lat- 
ter half ofthe 19th century catapulted Iloilo 
to the top, next only to Manila because its 
deep protected harbor became a transship- 
ment port of sugar from the neighboring 
Negros Island for export to the world mar- 
ket. 

Lopez said that in the last decade of 19th 
century, Hoilo ranked second only to Mani- 
lain volume of export and import trade. 

But the decline of the sugar industry also 
triggered Пойо'в economic slowdown 

Many Порево businessmen, including 
the Lopezes, relocated to Manila where 
they built newer and bigger empires. 


Promotion 

However, Manila-based Попвво busi- 
nessmen, experts and economists recently 
banded together to help boost business in 
their home province. 

In February, the Iloilo Economic Devel- 
opment Foundation (ILEDF) was formally 
launched to promote investments and 
tourism in the province. 

Headed by Rex Drilon II, chief operating 
officer of Ortigas & Со., the ILEDF is com- 
posed of top government officials, includ- 
ing Пойо Gov. Niel Tupas Sr. and Пойо City 
Mayor Jerry Trefias, business leaders and 
civil society personalities in the communi- 


Drilon said the strategic issues that have 
blocked Пойо'в moving forward and pro- 
gressing are being addressed. These are 
power, flooding, infrastructure, accessibili- 
ty and the disunity among the political 
leadership. 

“We realize Iloilo has a lot of catching up 
to do just to keep apace with the new queen 
cities of the south such as Cebu, Davao, Ca- 
gayan de Oro and, yes, even Bacolod. The 
good news is things are starting to move,” 
said Lopez 

He cited the plan to construct two 100- 
megawatt coal-fired power plants by DMCI 
in Concepcion town in Iloilo and by the 
Global Power Business Corp. (GPBC) in La 
Paz District in Пойо City. 

‘These, he said, would ensure stable pow- 
ег supply for the expected growth of the 
province and Panay Island. 

The P8-billion Iloilo Flood Control Pro- 
ject is nearing completion and will address 
the flooding in major areas of Iloilo. 

Lopez also mentioned the opening of the 
new P8.76-billion airport, which he said is 
“one of the most impressive in the country.” 

Lopez has taken the lead by announcing 
that his family will invest in a shipbuilding 
venture to be based in Iloilo. The Lopezes 
are also planning to acquire a major stake 
in the Palinpinon geothermal plant in Va- 
lencia town in Negros Oriental. 

He also noted that the presence in Пойо 


OSCARM. LOPEZ  AUGUSTORLACRUZ 


of retail giants SM, Robinsons and Gaisano 
as well as at least five call centers showed 
investor confidence and optimism. 

The business prospects in the province al- 
so got a recent boost with the acquisition of 
the site of the old Iloilo airport by Mega- 
world Corp. for P1.2 billion. 

Megaworld has announced that it would 
build a business park at the 54-hectare 
property in Mandurriao District and will 
pour in an initial investment of P1.5 billion. 

The business park development will in- 
clude residential units, a hotel and conven- 
ti center, commercial and retail stores, 
recreation centers and skills development. 
facilities. 

Lopez said the Megaworld property 
would require P300 billion in investments 
in the next 20 years to be fully developed. 

“Gradually, the city and province of Iloilo 
will be transformed into a new kind of eco- 
nomic powerhouse, We are giving the sig- 
nal to potential investors that Iloilo is now 
ready for the world,” said Lopez. 


Competitive edge 
ton Conrad Padojinog, senior 
economist at the University of Asia and ће 
Pacific, said Пойо has the natural and hu- 
man resources edge over other areas. 

In a briefing during the forum, he cited 
the province's importance as a supplier of 
agricultural, cattle and fishery products to 
other islands. 

Iloilo is second in goat inventory and 
mango, fourth in palay and duck produc- 
tion, fifth in chicken, hogs, and carabao in- 
ventory and sixth in fish production. 

‘Among the province's biggest advantage 
is the presence of 54 institutions of higher 
learning ensuring a highly educated man- 
power pool. 

The schools in the province have around 
85,000 students and produce from 17,000 
to 18,000 college graduates annually. 

Padojinog said this would be crucial in 
the expected rapid growth of business pro- 
cess outsourcing (BPO) investments in the 
region. 

The number of employed in BPOs is ex- 
pected to shoot up from 235,575 in 2006 to 
920,674 in 2010. 

BPO-related revenues are also expected 
to significantly increase from $3,577 mil- 
lion in 2006 to $12,200 million in 2010. 

Padojinog also cited the availability of 
ready capital among the Ilonggos. 

‘The city has the most number of banks 
outside Manila with 100 branches of 37 
universal banks, which handle close to P40 
billion in deposits. 

“On a per capita deposit basis, each 
Ilonggo has P18,300 in cash lying idle in 
banks. Iloilo ranks 11th in terms of per capi- 
ta deposits,” said Padojinog. 

He said these resources are suited for in- 
dustries and service-oriented investments 
including shipbuilding, repair and wreck- 
ing. 

Investments in beauty, health and well- 
ness tourism as well as in education, place- 
ment, hospitals, malls and outpatient diag- 
nostic facilities in Iloilo also has good po- 
tential. 

Iloilo City Mayor Jerry Trefias said the lo- 
cal government has focused on ensuring a 
business-friendly environment. Trefias said 
the city was considered as one of the eight 
most business friendly city in the country 
last year. He also cited the strong public and 
private partnership in Iloilo. 
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SUBARU, the official 
vehicle of XRC 
semen 


THE YEAR 2007 PROVED TO ВЕ A 
landmark year for executive cyclists аз 
it marked the arrival of a new multi- 
event series, the Executive Road Cy- 
ding Race Series, or XRC as it has 
come to be called. 

Debuting on the smooth, rolling 
roads of the Subic Bay Freeport Zone 
in February, the ХАС series attracted a 
bumper field of 150 competitors, rep- 
resenting some 16 teams from the al- 
ready active executive cycling scene in 
the National Capital Region (NCR) 
and nearby communities. The course 
brought back both fond and painful 
memories for many riders since one of 


Executive cycling ends 2 


the pioneering races of executive cy- 
dings early days took place on the 
same roads. Subic's network of asphalt 
ribbons is well known for long scenic 
stretches under the shade of old- 
growth forest, and also its long climbs, 
fast descents and seaside headwinds. 

But the ХАС first leg sprung a sur- 
prise, too. Executive riders got a taste of 
racing their bikes on the twisty Subic In- 
ternational Raceway, a first for Philip- 
pine cycling and for the race track too, 
which is better known for hosting the 
country’s major auto racing competi- 
tions. 

Then in May, the XRC made a 2-day 


The XRC series’ higher profile and multi-leg format 
attracted participants from novice bikers to 
veteran triathletes, making the 4-part series a 
‘must-enter’ event for competitors eager to 
measure their performance against their peers 
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Special PROJECT 
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stop along the familiar cycling roads 
along the northern shore of Laguna Lake 
around Pili and Bugarin where the 
dlimbing specialists were the favorites. 

September found another record- 
breaking field of riders lining up to 
start the XRC’s 3rd leg in the Clark 
Freeport in Pampanga. The combina- 
tion of mostly flat terrain and monsoon 
rains proved to be another new chal- 
lenge for most of the teams as the fast 
race pace proved tricky on the slick 
roads. A number of riders commented 
that the Clark road race was probably 
the closest thing to racing in Europe. 

But even that first day was not 
enough to prepare them for the team 
time trial held on Macapagal Avenue 
the next day on the flat, windswept 
seaside course. The time trial quickly 
turned into a lottery as teams were 
faced with alternating periods of sun- 
shine and typhoon-like driving rain 
and gusting crosswinds, and the fastest 
times were ultimately set by the lucky 
few who ran during the dry spells. But 
still the weather failed to dampen the 
competitors’ spirits. 


У Е 


Оп the weekend of È | 
рес. 1 and 2, nearly | 
200 executive cyclists 4 1 
trooped to the Subic Ead bual 
Bay Freeport Zone to 
take part in the final leg of the Execu- 
tive Road Cycling race series (XRC’07). 
Cars, vans and SUVs laden with 
lightweight competition bikes were а 
common sight along the highways be- 
tween Metro Manila and Zambales. 

Subic Bay was a fitting venue to de- 
cide the overall winners in the closely 
fought categories for both men and 
‘women of varying skill levels. The cool 
December breezes were punctuated by 
the starting gun fired by SBMA Deputy 
Administrator Raul Marcelo as the 
peloton took off on the first lap of the 
35-km loop of the road race. 

The category A & B riders would com- 
plete 105 km, while the category C riders 
tackled 70 km. The next day, the Subic In- 
temational Raceway once again played 
host to the high-speed, tactically chal- 
lenging criterium races. 

From inception, the XRC series was in- 
tended to raise the bar for executive cy- 


cling in terms of competitiveness, organi- 
zation and visibility. Elite Multi-Sport Re- 
sources (EMR), organizers of XRC, intro- 
duced some new features to the already 
established executive cycling scene that 
proved both effective and popular. Cate- 
gory A leader Eric Carandang of Team 
itness First commented, "The ХАС Se- 
ries really raised the level of executive cy- 
ding in the Philippines because aside 
from running bigger and better orga- 
nized races, it also brought glamour to 
the sport by including other value-adding 
activities such as the fellowship night that 
promoted camaraderie among cyclists off 
the bike.” 

The XRC series’ higher profile and 
multi-leg format attracted participants 
from novice bikers to veteran triathletes, 
making the 4-part series a “must-enter” 
event for competitors eager to measure 
their performance against their peers. 
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Head Lamps - 
Newly designed. 
with à sleeker 
treatment 
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"The fusion of versatility and style just got better in the new Chevrolet Optra. The more sophisticated package sports advance safety: 
features like dual airbags, ABS, 4-wheel disc brakes and front foglamps. It delivers comfort ahd convenience through its grip type door 

"handles, 60/40 fold rear seats with armrest and à superb sound system featuring 6-disc in-dash CD/MP3 player and steering wheel AWORLD OF DIFFERENCE. € 
mounted audio controls Test drive the new Chevrolet Optra now and make a statement on the road. 


Enjoy your choices on the naw белое! Optra Sedan & Vigor 


www.chevrolet.com.ph 
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Three Two-Wheel Wishes 


1 know I promised to write about rainy night riding, but I decided to forgo of that 
idea until next January. Afterall, our beloved country has yet to meet its quota of ty- 
phoons for 2007. 1 believe the Almighty is using the fiscal year this time rather than 
the calendar year for storms. By that token, we most likely will have the balance of 
four typhoons in the first three months 

‘With Christmas just four days away by the time you read this, let me make my 
wishes for this most me 
call them, especially those who think that two is better than four. 

Wish No. 1: Real helmets. This wish gocs out to all importers and motorcycle 
shops who continue to peddle cheap plastic replicas of this most essential head gear. 
This wish also goes to those who, just to comply with the Miriam, Santiago-spon- 
sored Helmet Law, buy plastic baseball headgear and pass it off as a legit motorcycle 
helmet. 1 have also witnessed helmets face shields breaking to pieces and woune 
faces sometimes so severe pieces of plastie are lodged in the eyes 

If you haven't been in a serious or nearly serious accident involving using your 
head like a pencil eraseron asphalt you-will never realize the importance of proper 
head gear. Since tha vement quite a couple of times, I have gone to 
respect МЕ Bell, Arai-san and Signore АСУ (I have also come to the realization that 
‘Teknik and Alpinestars spell "alive" with just different letters.) 

But you will be happy to note that Pak Index ("Pak” is Thai for "sir") now car- 
ries a FMVSS NO.218 DOT rating and a JS (Japan Standard) mark. (The genuine 
ones, at least) Look for an authentic safety tag on your helmet before your don it 
оп your head. 

T challenge 
helmet but ensuring the helmets bro 
cepted safety regulations. 

Wish No. 2: Authentic road courtesy. This one Santa cannot pull out of his bag. Be. 
it the car driver or the motorcycle rider, mutual respect is critical to keep sanity оп 
the roads. Remember, motorcycle manufacturers are gunning to reach а total indus- 
try volume of 1,000,000 units by 2010. 

By that time there would only have been about 140,000 brandnew cars sold. That 

ns motorcycles will outnumber cars by the hundreds. With that many under- 

s, scoots and big bikes on the road, it could be mayhem. 

‘ould be,” is the operative phrase. Anyone who has been to Vietnam, Myanmar, 
or Cambodia and to a certain extent India, will know what this motorcycle mayhem 
is. In those hot and humid places, where exotic Bajaj, Lambrettas and Piaggos coex- 

nicely with the latest Japanese underbones and European scoots. 

These throngs of two wheelers (including the human-powered kind) literally eat 
up cars in the intersections. 1 have seen a flood of motorcycles just inundate a busy 
intersection in Vietnam and traffic stood still for a couple of minutes. 

But go to Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, where a hefty motorcycle population al- 
so exists, things are a Bit more civilized. Why? Simply because their governments, in 
а frantic chase to make the most out of a burgeoning economy, chose to train people 
on the symbiosis of 4-wheeled vehicles and motorcycles. They managed motorcycle 
usage and put strict but reasonable laws on helmets, riding safety and rider train- 
ing. 

Tt worked for them because motorcycles symbolized a working classman free- 
dom, a sort of segue to a car. That is why now these countries are in a mad rush to 
develop the “3000-dollar car,” which is seen as the "natural evolution from a motor; 
cycle.” In fact Suzuki and Nissan are scrambling to be the first to make such a car in. 
India, while Thailand is vigorously pursuing its "Eco-car" project. 

Remember road courtesy does not mean bowing to each and every motorist one 
sees. Itis reflected in the way we respect the place other motorists have on the road. 

Wish No. 3: Manufacturer-sponsored rider training. It will cost money, money 
that most motorcycle manufacturers would rather divert to a little box called “prof 
it.” One reason why we have so many unruly motorcyclists is that many newbie rid- 
ers graduated from a bike and have no sense of road rules and courtesy: To them ev- 
ery available open space is an opportunity to get to point B. 

Т sincerely think that motorcycle manufacturers should, at this point in time, 
support some kind of rider training before they turn over the keys. Honda Motor 
Philippines is doing a great job setting up that driving and riding school in Sta. 
Rosa. But they should take it one step higher and offer subsidized (but required) 
rider training. 

You are reading from a graduate of the Honda Riding Academy in Sucat. Don't ask 
me when but suffice to say we were training on XL1255 then. Not only did the Riding 
Academy teach me the skills necessary to ride, but also the mindset needed to ride 
well. Kudos to Honda for this effort! 

My last wish is a truly personal one. I wish that one day in 2008, wife Ludi will join 
me in the joys and freedoms of motorcycling as she is my most sought after backride. 
In our 16 years of marriage, she has only ridden with me twice, once on her dad's 
Honda CB to buy pizza at the old Shakey’s in San Pablo. The next time would be five 
years later on my wonderful Yamaha V to Los Banos to look for a swimming place. 
Just two times. In between six children and 16 years, two times (total seat tinte: 3 
hours) isa little too little, don't you think? 

Merry motorcycling and pretty backrides to all! 
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Next month (really): Rain Weather Riding at Night. Please sénd your comments 
to: killswitch.roadtalk@gmail:com. 
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»-wheel wishes, you might like to” 


ITS ANOTHER GREAT ACHIEVE- 
ment for Suzuki Grand Vitara 2.7L 
V6 on being recognized as the Com- 
pact Sport Utility Vehicle of the Year. 
by the Car Awards Group Inc (Cagi) 
at the Petron 2007 Car Of The Year 
(Coty) Philippines Awards last 
November. Cagi is an independent, 
non-profit, non-stock organization 
of 30 motoring journalists repre- 
senting various media outfits. 
Choosing the winners were based 
on the results of intensive quality 
tests that were conducted from 
September to October by a control 
group of professional rally drivers 
and Cagi members using the latest 
test instruments at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite. 
Its no secret that the Grand Vi- 
tara's strength comes from the ge- 
nius design, advanced safety fea- 


The Honda CR-V: Best in 2WD 
Crossover and Wagon 


THE CAR AWARDS GROUP INC (CAGI) DECLARED 
the CR-V 2.0 MT as the best in the 2WD Crossover cate- 
gory during the Car of the Year Awards Night held аг 
the Rockwell Tent. Cagi is composed of motoring jour- 
nalists from the print, broadcast and new media who 
annually éonduct qualitative and quantitative tests on 
participating vehicles. The CR-V stood out among five 


other nominees in its class. 


"We, at Honda, are grateful for this recognition," Hi- 
roshi Shimizu, president of Honda Cars Philippines Inc 
said. "The 2007 CR-V shows that Honda's commitment 
to provide its customers with world-class products goes 
beyond redesigning and making a breakthrough vehi- 
cle. We continually strive to ensure every customer's 
safety, comfort and riding enjoyment." 

The Honda CR-V boasts of sedan-like ride and com- 
fort, sophisticated overall design and unmatched en- 
gine performance and distinguishes itself from other 
SUVs in terms of sophistication and premium quality. 
Under its hood lies the new 2.0-liter SOHC i-VTEC en- 
gine, which produces 150 ps at 6200 rpm of power, 
with enhanced power and torque for effortless ban- 
dling, clean emissions and promising fuel economy. 


+ Mne yet buyers atlonnide wi gta chance to win ia ine ratte promo * Deans fests of et: Dec. 30, 2007 » Grand Draw Залаву 14, 2008 
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tures and technology from Japan. 
High intensity discharge (HID) 
projector head lamps, headlight 
Washers, power tilt and slide glass 
sunroof and 17" alloy wheels 
mounted on 225/65R17 tires 
complete its sturdy exterior. From 
the inside, passengers enjoy luxu- 
ту in leather steering wheel and 
leather seats. Grand Vitara ex- 
tends the comfort zone with its 
keyless start system, AM/FM and 
6-CD changer, MP3 audio system 
with a total of seven speakers in- 
cluding subwoofer, audio controls 
mounted on the steering wheel 
and cruise control buttons for a re- 
laxing long drive. 

The Grand Vitara’s edge as a 
sport utility vehicle is evident on 
performance and handling. Drivers 
can cruise effortlessly on steep ter- 


Shimizu added. 


more details. 


control system helps minimize gear 
hunting. The same system synchro- 
nizes with the brakes to optimize 
gear changes when driving down 
hill. Safety is assured with side-cur. 
tain, front-side, dual driver and 6 
passenger airbags combined with 
an Electronic 
switch (ESP). The Grand Vitara's 
advantage makes the most ambi 
tious road trips convenient and se. 
cure. 


vehicle once again lives up beyond 
expectations on deliver 
ogy, luxury and comfort at its best. 


The CRV also leads in providing security and safety 
earning international honors for its advanced safety 
features. It has а spacious cabin filled with thoughtfully 
designed amenities for all occupants and comes with 
the Anti-Lock Brake System, the Electronic Brake 
Force-Distribution and the Engine Immobilizer for 
added security. The CR-V has received a 5-star rating 
from the US National Traffic Safety Association (МНТ. 
SA) and has been recognized as a 2007 Top Safety Pick 
by the US Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
(IIHS). These awards were based on several extensive 
tests, such as frontal- and side-impact crash tests. 

The new CR-V has consistently topped the sales 
chart since its launch in March 2007, with sales now 
reaching 2,914 units. "As regular shipment of fresh 
CBU units from Thailand has stabilized, Honda Cars 
Philippines and its dealers nationwide will now be 
able to serve the long line of waiting customers" 


Experience the award-winning performance of 
the CR-V. Visit your nearest Honda showroom for a 
testdrive or log on to www.hondaphil.com for 
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rains and rough roads with its 2.7L 
V6 engine. Its S-speed automatic 
transmission is specially tuned hy. 
draulic engine mounts to help re 
duce vibration and noise. When 
driving uphill, a gradient-sensing 


Stability Control 


This year's compact sports utility 


1g technol 
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THE NISSAN FRONTIER NAVARA 
All new pickup ‘s arrival is one giant leap for truck kind 


NO LONGER A PREVIEW, THIS IS THE RE- 


al 


day unleashes its newest breed of Nissan 
pickups—the much anticipated, All-New 
Nissan Frontier Navara. 


ness in the rough, this latest version of the 


у: 


ing at its finest. Drawing from Nissan tech- 
nological DNA, rally racing experience and 
truck-building expertise, the Navara is built. 
to weather the worst torture tests, third- 
world abuse, and the ravages of time. 


‘Australian UTE of the year, New Zealand 
car of the year, Germany pickup of the year, 
Spain pickup of the year, and Consumer Di- 
gest’s Best buy in the United States. 


Frontier badge, it is innovation that sets 


11,2 GBS 


1 deal, Universal Motors Corp (UMC) to- 


Renowned for its reliability and tough- its category. 


aunted Frontier embodies long haul think- 


It has been reaping awards, including 


And while reliability has always been а stopping. 


Dear Gibs, 

Му car is a 2002 Mercedes E240 wagon imported via the grey 
market, When my wife recently used the car to go up to Tagay- 
tay, she started smelling gas fumes inside the cabin. I brought it 
back twice to a Benz specialist who happened to be our old fam- 
ily mechanic who worked in Benz in Saudi Arabia 20 years ago. 
He found nothing wrong with it.I didn't bring it to the official 
Benz dealer at CATS because I was afraid of the costs, even for a 
check up. My old Benz mechanic told me that the smell of the 
gas fumes was normal, especially when starting the car during 
cold mornings. I found this very unusual since I could smell the 
fumes every time I was stuck in traffic or idling. l'm also scared 
that the car might be a death trap for me and my family, espe- 
cially if carbon monoxide is actually leaking into the cabin. 


Ronald of Mandaluyong 


Dear Ronald, 

The fumes you smell at idling or in traffic conditions can be 
traced to the exhaust pipe at the rear of the car. Bear in mind 
that there is a likelihood of a rubber gasket leak in the door seal 


of the 5th door of your wagon. It is also a likelihood that if left 


this line of trucks apart. And it is here 
where the Navara shines. One-of-a-kind 
features are aplenty, as the new pickup ex- 
tends the Frontier legacy of leadership by 
notching up a number of impressive firsts in 


The Frontier Navara is the first pickup 
truck to feature six-speed manual transmis- 
sion. Mated to a second-gen common rail 
system, this unique configuration promises 
smooth shifting, quick acceleration as well 
as improved fuel efficiency. A 5-speed Auto- 
matic Transmission version is also avail- 
able. The Navara also features such conve- 
niences as an electronic-controlied 4WD 
system with “Shift-on-the-Fly” function. It 
enables one to shift between 2WD and 
4WD with the use of a dial even without 


Its YD25DDTi turbo intercooler diesel 


Méchanic-at-large Giby Yalung answers your most pressing automotive problems 
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engine itself is a record holder, the most 
powerful in its class, delivering horse pow- 
er at 174 Ps and a maximum torque of 403 
Nm. АП while providing better fuel efficien- 
cyand reduced emission. 

The Navara also has the longest wheel- 
base in its class. 

The Nissan Frontier Navara is exclusively 
distributed by UMC and is available in 4x4 
and 4x2 variants, with 6-speed manual 
transmission or S-speed automatic trans- 


mission. 


unchecked, carbon monoxide and other toxic fumes would seep 
into the cabin. I suggest you have it fixed as soon as possible, 
Never take no for an answer when it comes to the health and 
safety of you and your loved ones. When in doubt, always com- 
plain until you become satisfied. 

Sadly, only officially recognized certified Benz shops carry 
special test instruments that can easily detect traces of gas and 
sulfur. Unfortunately your old Benz mechanic doesn't have any 
of these instruments. 

So, I suggest you bring it to a certified Mercedes Benz dealer 
and repair shop if only for the special equipment. By scrimping 
on fly-by-night shops, I'm afraid you'll be getting the short end 
ofthe stick, and risking the health of you and your loved ones. 

In an official authorized dealer, highly trained technicians 
will make sure your car is safe and reliable. They also carry with 
them original parts, complete service manuals, and data up- 
dates on your саг condition. As the saying goes: You рау 
peanuts, you get monkeys. Thanks for writing. 


Gibs 


For more questions, e-mail askgibs.roadtalk@gmail.com 


WELCOME TO THE LAP OF LUXURY 


GET ON BOARD WITH LUXURY AT 0% INTEREST, 24 MONTHS TO PAY. 


From page B4-1 

Cycling has a rich history in 
the Philippines dating back to 
the 1950s, with a number of 
past riders becoming household 
names. But since pro and na- 
tional riders are barred from en- 
tering, executive cycling opens 
the door to enthusiasts who 
used to be relegated to watch- 
ing races on television, but can 
now vie for honors in a well-or- 
ganized, professionally run rac- 
ing series. 

At the close of the 2007 series, 
favorites and newcomers alike 
shared the limelight. New teams 
made waves, and the perfor- 


mance levels of all the categories 
increased dramatically, 2008 
can only bring bigger and better 
things for executive cycling. 

Presented by sport optics 
brand Spyder and Men's 
Health magazine, the Execu- 
tive Road Cycling series is fuel- 
ing the resurgence of cycling 
in the country. Other series 
supporters include Subaru, 
the official vehicle of XRG, Fit- 
ness First, MAX by Revicon, 
Coca-Cola, Rush, FSA, Fizik, 
Tie Line, SRAM, Lazer, Ed Lee 
Designs, Cremora and All Ter- 
ra Cyclery. 


SS 


POWER UP YOUR HONDA! 

SpeedLab introduces its first complete 100-percent bolt-on kit for 

the Honda Jazz and City, 1.3L and 1.5L engines, automatic or manual 
transmission. The kit contains all necessary components and 
installation is carried in a week's time by Speedlab's trained 
technicians without modifications being done to the engine. The kit `- 
has been Dyno proven to deliver an increase in engine output by 70 to` 
90 percent. Speedlab's kit consists of the following: GT 15 turbo, cast. 

р Id and outlet, stainless steel pipings, silicon couplers, K&N 
filter, Unichip piggyback computer, 440cc injector, front mount 
intercooler, blow off valve, installation and dyno tuning. The 
SpeedLab turbo kit functions very well with the vehicle's stock 
exhaust system. For more info, call 376-4648/5 | or log on to 
www.speediab.com.ph. 


LUXURY isn't just fina leather and wood. 165 also cosseting comfort from an expansive cabin nested stop an uitra-smooth suspension system and 
propeled by а siken, potent powerplant. And topped by uncompromising buld cual for totaly stress-ree ownership, Have it al with the new Тевга. 
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LOW DOWN PAYMENT: M s 
LOW MONTHLY 97,008^** t 
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or (Су INTEREST on our great financing packages 


For specific financing terms only. Valid (f down payment a 
Financing is subject to TFS approval 
This does not apply to Fortuner purchases. 
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Go from the office у 4 

straight to any party = мы 

withnaryafuss 

with our practical 

little tips and tricks . 


a 


IT'S THAT TIME OF 
year when calen- 
dars are chock-full 
of socials like office 
Christmas parties, 
family reunions and 
get-togethers. — If 
youre a working 
Woman who spends 
most of your day ас 
work, you're proba- 
bly too busy and 
probably quite 
weary of trying to 
come up with stylish. 
ensembles to wear 
to all these festivi- 
ties. 

Well, we aim to 
make your lives a little easier this season, so 
together with the help of stylist Donna Cu- | 
na-Pita, we've come up with a few helpful | 
hints on how you can amp up your work 
wear with an effortless but stylish tweak. 

Go from the office straight to any party |, 
with nary a fuss with our practical little tips 
and tricks: 


Ар 
Sadhwai 
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The new Nokia N95 8GB boasts of a bigger 8GB internal 
memory, a wider 2.8" QVGA screen, a 5 megapixel camera 
| with Carl Zeiss optics, DVD-grade videos, the Nokia Video Center 
су Sees | | and more. The 3f; 


„device just got all beefed up. 


Play with different 


textures 
Amix of different 
textures can luxe up any 


3G HSDPA 


——Q€—————— e || 
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vim spur ома тоттыра a атата таалаа тротоара 
blouse can dress up office- E Nd MM i a 

worth tweed pants, as well 

as add tactile and visual 
interest 


Available at the following Nokia Stores nationwide: Greenbelt 1, Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Mall, SM City North Edsa, Gaisano Davao, M 
Gateway Mall, Robinsons Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Davao, Tadoban Gy, Lim Ket Kai Center (DO, Alabang Town Center, SM Mall of Asia, Podium, Greenhills, — 
SM City Cebu, SM ойо, SM Bacolod, Rockwell, Bonifacio High Street, Trinoma, Dagupan, SM Batangas, SM Pampanga, Ayala Mall Cebu 


Make sure your new No iti Coe e precedbyaL2 eor алау on partsard sers fott Nida Cae Buy ryt ahaa ее 
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ine bra, Warner's, РІ! 
P745, all from xsml 


Shine brighter than the 
tinsel in the tree! 
Replace cotton basics 
like a collared shirt 
= with shimmery items 
reete yere such as a lurex knit top. 
а р 
Abyzz; wide white belt, subtle metallic skirt in 
Wiener Fon placeofblacktrousers 
or pencil skirt. Too shy 
to go flashy? Choose 
metallic accessories 
sayy Doves Cora Pea like silver shoes ога 
Bonie RID CIA gold bag for megawatt 


for Maybeline NY 
Hair Bren Sales for Bedhead 


All items are exclusively available at Crossings Department stores at the G/F TriNoma, 
2/1. Shangri-la, 2/1. The Ramp Glorietta, 2/L The Ramp Podium, and Crossings Quezon 
Avenue. Check out www.crossings.com.ph for more information. 


E-mail the author at afashion Ginquirercom.ph 


FIVE-WAY beige bra, Warner's, P1,750; white blouse, P2,649, gray blouse with floral gore bese rn шш 
embroidery worn on top, P2,329, mustard skirt, P2,459, ай from Abyzz. skirt, P4,109, all from Fly Now 


AYALA MALLS extends shopn І 
. Until 12 midnight on Dec. 2110 
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White cropped jacket, P2,499, full skirt with 


3; 


e blouse with ribbon detail, P2,415, pinstripe pencil 
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Introducing the Olympus ££ 790 SW. With the ability to snap underwater shots at ир 
to 3 metres deep without an underwater casing, operate at chilling temperatures of 
up to -10"C and brush aside 1.5 metre falls, the ££ 790 SW opens a whole new world 
of possibilities. 


^ 1.54 SHOCKPROOF(SI) - ЗМ WATERPROOF (10fi) - -10°C FREEZEPROOF 


— 


засе 9) i КЫРГ") Г"), New! е 790 SW 


аы Buy онен from Authorized Dealers and 


avail of year waranty, pls special promos. 
METRO MANILA RESELLERS For inquiries, call 724-3340 (local 1209) 


Accent Micro 424-5829 - Automatic Centre 729-8450 to 51 - Camera Haus 524-4604 - Complink 920-9140 - Camerasound 5216904 + Eloctroworld 758-2315/812-3880 Мем Canary 727-0792 
Premium Logic 637-0399 + Silicon Valley 633-1723 to 24 - SM Appliance 816-1178 


Studio -Baguio (074) 442-3821 
усот ~ Davao (082) 224-5141 
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SUPERMALLS 


Say goodbye to 2007 and welcome 2008 with the 
grandest shopping spree ever! Dash to SM Supermalls for 


the event everyone's been 
waiting for, the Grand Year- 
End Sale! Enjoy the best deals 
and the biggest bargains with 
discounts of up to 5096 on 


great selections mallwide! 


THE GRANDEST SHOPPING SPREE 
AT THE GRAND YEAR-END SALE! 


Choose from the trendiest fashions, 
the hottest new gadgets, the coolest new 
toys and the loveliest home furnishings. 
Whatever you're looking for, find it all here, 


at prices you're sure to love. 


To let you shop to your heart's 
delight, we've extended our store hours, 
from 10ат to 10рт on Dec. 26 to 30, 9am 
to 7pm on Dec. 31 and 12 noon to 9pm 


on Jan. 1, 2008. With these longer hours, 


SUPERMALLS 


you can shop, dine and have as 


much fun as you'd like! 


If you want to take a short 
break from shopping, grab some 
refreshments or sit down for a meal 
at one of the numerous restaurants. 
There's a lot to choose from. Grab 
a light snack to go, sit down to а 
filling meal, or satisfy your sweet 
tooth with desserts, cakes and 
pastries. Whatever you're craving 


for, satisfy it here. 


And to cap off your 
activities, feast your eyes on the 
most spectacular fireworks 
displays as they light up the night 
sky. With all these in store for 
you, we're sure you'd agree that 
the Grand Year-End sale is 
definitely the grandest way to 


welcome the new year! 


Christmas Events 
at SM Supermalls 


FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
Enjoy a most spectacular lights 
display at the following malls: 


SM City North Edsa 
SM City Fairview 
SM Megamall 

Dec. 22, 23, 29 & 30 
8:00 pm 


SM City Sta. Mesa 
Dec. 30 
7:00 pm 


SM Southmall 

SM City Bicutan 

SM City Sucat 

SM Supercenter Muntinlupa 
Dec. 22, 26, 29 & 30 

7:00 pm 


Holiday 


Mail Hours 
(Metro Manila Malls only) 


Dec. 1-30* 

10am - 10pm 

* Except SM Supercenter 
Pasig 

10am - 11pm 


Dec. 22 (Sat) 
10am - 12mn 


Dec. 24 & 31 (Mon) 
9am - 7pm 


January 1, 2008 

12nn – 9pm 

* Except SM Supercenter 
Pasig 

Dec. 25 & January 1, 2008 
10am - 11pm 


scenario 


The year may be 
coming фо а close, 
but it seems like 
everything’s coming 
up roses in 2008 


THE YEAREND FASHION FORECASTS 
from the powers-that-be are already pre- 
dicting a bloomsday scenario for the com- 
ing Spring/Summer season. A few of those 
heeding nature's call: Balenciaga’s floral- 
print mini-dresses paired with gladiator 
boots, and Chloe's will-o-the-wispy spring 
wardrobe, 

On the local front, 
designer Charina 
Sarte is also sharing 
this field of vision. 

Her Holiday 2007 
line is called Garden 
of Eden, her first col- 
lection since she 
changed the name of 
her swim resortwear 
label from Minx to 
Charina Sarte. 

As the name of the 
collection implies, it's 
inspired by nature. 
Many of the pieces 
are made with natu- 
ral fibers such as 
Epperson voile, linen, silk and 

gauze. 

Expect to зее а lot of animal prints and 
vibrant floral patterns. The pieces are very 
much wearable, yet still evoke an unmis- 
takable glamour. 

Says Charina: “I feel that my label is 
growing up, and so we are reformatting 
from the very sexy Minx before to a more 
feminine and luxurious line. I am also 
putting a lot more of my personality in the 
;designs." 

"Charina has come a long way from her 
start selling pieces from her home. Today, 
Charina's designs are available in Mix 
Greenbelt, House of Laurel, Souk Gallery, 
2 BLOOMSDAY/ D2 


ба. ч 
BLACK-AND-WHITE floral voile mini dress 


LI D 
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ch Каю! Nine West. Polo 
‘Springfield Tod's Tutto Moda Zara 


GREEN floral 
three-tier 
beach gown 


PHILIPPINE 1 


LIFES 


Bloomsday 5 


Miabella, Culte Femme at Rus- shorts which are definitely a 

тап stores and Manami Bou- must-have.” 

tique. This holiday season, her This time, she concentrated 

collections are also availablein on designing two-piece bikinis, 

Itsie Bitsie and Amanpulo Bou- which is a departure from her 

tique. share of maillots in past collec- BLUSH cutout 

She also designed фе tions. “Ireally worked on thecut with ribbon detail 
swimwear for the HansBruman of the bikinis so they are very 
show last November. flattering and comfortable.” 

Her favorite piece? The gauze Other lounge-worthy stand- 
mumu dress embellished with outs in the collection: a mauve 
rosettes. printed “Darla” dress, an ivory 

1 also love the black Romina lace dress (paired with а brown 
flora beach gown with bamboo leopard bikini), and a "Natalie" 
rings and bamboo printed linen kaftan in ivory. 

The pieces are light and easy, 
like a cool breeze on a perfect 
afternoon. Here is resort wear 
that will get anyone ready for 
global warming. 

Now that is what I call flower 
power. 


E-mail the author at jfash- 
js ion@inquirercom.ph 


MAG NOCHE BUENA DE BELEN 
WITH WHITE BIBINGKA 


FROM SPECIAL 


CHRISTMAS 


PANGHIMAGAS 
NG ALASKA 
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From page DI " 
xam 5002 
Photography Steve Tirona ‹ 
Styling Dobie Aranda Я я | 
Models Duda Seillar and Isabel Mattoso манзала 


Hair and Makeup Claire Diokno 
Shot on location Punta Fuego 
Swim and Resort wear by Charina Sarte 
(tel. 0917-8460007) 50% discount 
Visitwwmimeswim.com off the oor furniture 
30% discount 
е Femme Rustans Department Stores, 30% discount . 
House of Laurel, Souk Gallery, Miabel, 


nanpulo Boutique & Manami Boutique VALET PARKING 
AVAILABLE 


Now Available at ali 


HOLIDAY DE CONDENSADA 
WITH PUTO BOOM- BOOM 


FROM SPECIAL 


CHRISTMAS 


PANGHIMAGAS 
NG ALASKA 


The event was attended by Robin- 


| Vice President for Merchandising 


n 


Ё 
| а: Baring Olafsson, Maureen Larazabal, Sanjiv Mehta, 


Jeannie Posas and David Lyons 


Opens its Lanes to Shoppers 


Robinsons Supermarket opened its 32nd branch at Robinsons Place Otis in Pandacan, 
Manila amidst fanfare and celebration. The store was opened by Sanjiv Mehta, CEO of 
Unilever Philippines; David Lyons, President and CEO of Coca-Cola Bottlers Phils; 
Baring Olafsson, COO of Coca-Cola Bottlers Phils; Jeannie Posas, owner and general 
manager of Dizon Farms; Johnlu Koa, founder and CEO of French Baker and celebrity 
Maureen Larazabal. я 


sons Supermarkets many trade 
partners including Proctor and 
Gamble Philippines General Man- 
ager Jim Lafferty; Nestle Philip- 
pines' National Sales Director 
Shahab Bachani and San Miguel 
Corporation Key Accounts Group's 
General Manager Archie Gupalor 
were also present. 


LR: Paolo Atienza, Pete Ramos. Sanjiv Mehta, 
Jay Go, and Pong Ejercito 


A special part of the event was the 
launch of the Beauty Essentials 
Health and Beauty Center which 
houses the store's grooming and 
beauty products and accessories. 
The event was headed by the Uni- 
lever team which included Sanjiv 
мета, Unilever Philippines’ Vice 
President for Customer .Develop- 
ment Pong Ejercito, as well as 
Robina Gokonwei-Pe, Vice-Presi- 
dent of Robinsons Retail Group, 
Robinsons Supermarket's General 
Manager Jody Gadia and Assistant 


Bobby Mabanta. 


9 


worth of Shopping Spree 
Évery.P500 single receipt purchase 
entitles you.to join the raffle. 


Get 2 additional 
coupons by using your 
Go! Mastercard 


A compact store which caters to the 
| residents and businesses in the Sta. 
Mesa and Paco areas, Robinsons 
Supermarket Otis features a wide se- 
lection of grocery products and fresh 
items, as мей as Robinsons 
Supermarkets signature Whole 
Health section. The store also has an 
"| extensive Ready to Eat section with 
prepared meals and a bakery man- 


ALL ROBINSONS MALLS Circle C Center, ional Malabon Citisquare 
vaneta 


Gift Baskets 
worth 5,000 = 


С vinme ci 
(P100,000 


th of Sh 5 
eror Shopping spre 


aged by The French Baker. 7 re, Caloocan City Sid Gach Pace Aida Metropolis Sat Atabar Seefiyers formue details ^ 
Barilad Town Center, Cebu Nagaland, EMall, Naga City Susano Complex, Novaliches Per DMAA Permit оз ева! 
Berkeley Square, Commonwealth Nepo Mall, Das Target Mall, Sta. Rosa, Laguna, E 
Blue Wave Mall, Marikina City Nepo Mall, Angeles, Pampanga Tutuban Center. зиму speraret com ph 
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1935-2007 
It's time you treated your body to something light and 
good. Drink new Nestea Lemon Light Iced Tea. 


Quench your thirst, uplift your spifits and cool your 
body with your favorite Nestea Iced Tea that's finally 
sugar-free! 


It's So good, it's hard to believe it's light! The lemon 
taste you love combined-with just the right sweetness 
make this ultimate refreshment hard to resist. 


And because it's good for you, you can have as much 
of it as you want. That means endless refreshment 
and non-stop fun with new Nestea Lemon Light. 


If you just love the classic Nestea taste, you can 
also try the new Nestea Green Tea-Apple or Nestea 
Calamansi! The distinct and delicious taste of Nestea 


combined with the gf 
refreshing flavors Ẹ 
of Apple and Calamansi — $77 № 


make these two variants. 
extremely refreshing! 

In its ready-to-drink 
bottle, you can take it 
with you anywhere! 
So you can cool-off 
and refresh your body 
anytime you want! 


М ith ü gto 
Of orizas tot bow e Wor, 


Compiled by Apples Aberin- 


Sadhwani 
Photos by Sandro Mike Rieta 


LAST SUNDAY, I WOKE UP TO 
find a dozen or so text messages 
informing me that designer 
Emest Santiago was found 
dead, a victim of a homicide, in 
his Pagsanjan home at seven in 
the morning. 

I was distressed by the tragic 
news. Ernest was someone I tru- 
ly looked up to, not just as an 
artist and designer, but as a hu- 
man being. 

I met him some two decades 
ago when I was just a few years 
into my modeling career. Al- 
though I didn’t quite witness his 
Coco Banana days (Coco Ba- 
nana was the hottest club in 
Malate during the "70s and ear- 
ly 805), I'd heard tales about 
Emest and this legendary place 
from designer and makeup 
artist friends. So much so that it 
almost felt like I was actually 
there, partying a la studio 54 
with the best and the brightest 
ofthe fashion world. 

Back then, Ernest was already 
someone who was greatly ad- 
mired by those around him. Not 
just because he threw the best 
parties in town, but also because 


Toften came across the name 
of Santiago de Manila, a.k.a. 
Ernest Santiago, in newspapers 
and magazines while I was 
growing up as an impression- 
able cultural observer back їп 
the late "705 and early '805. 
Apart from being one of Imee 
Marcos’ favorite designers back 
then, Santiago was known to us 
as the man behind the must-go- 
to bohemian nightspot in 
Malate called Coco Banana. In 
iiy young mind, and in the 
words of Melanie Marquez, 
Santiago de Manila was a living 
legend na buhay! Together with 
Helena Guerrero, Joe Salazar 
and Christian Espiritu, he repre- 
sented the height of cool. Other 
than that, I've never had the 
chance to meet the man up 
close and personal until fairly 
recently when he was helping 
Margie Moran and her friends 
promote “Illusione,” a gay mu- 
sical revue, which the former 
Miss Universe produced. It fea- 
tured Santiago, among a dozen 
or so gay impersonators, as he 
did his impression of Norma 
Desmond in the musical version 
of "Sunset Boulevard.” By then, 
I was already a journalist/re- 
viewer in the unenviable posi- 
tion of telling things as they 
were. 

Dressed in the characters 
trademark flowing kaftan and 
turban, Santiago tried his best 
to capture Desmond's gnawing 
isolation and despair as he 
mouthed lines from “As if We 
Never Say Goodbye” during 
opening night. Not only did he 
appear a bit stiff on stage, his 
mouth wasn't always in synch 
with the lyrics—a mortal sin, if 
there ever was опе, among im- 
personators. So much for the il- 
lusion! 

Needless to say I was far 
from impressed by his perfor- 
mance and eventually took note. 
of it as I wrote a review of the 
revue in the Sunday edition of 
this paper's entertainment sec- 
tion. I thought that was the end 
of it, and promptly forgot about 
him and his lackluster turn in 
the ensuing years. 

Itwasn't until a year or so ago 
when I bumped into Santiago 
again with a collaborator in, of 
all places, Cebu, He was hired 
by the Shangri-La Mactan as a 


Td known Mother Ernest, as we fondly called him, since 
Gur Coco Banana days in Malate. He might have been a little 
suplado ani:straightforward, but he-was oné of the best de- 
signers [had worked with. He was.alsp a good friend. This is. 
such a great loss to our industry. 

Desiree Verdadero-Abesamis, model 


he was one of the best, most cre- 
ative fashion designers in the 
country. He was also known for 
his use of Philippine design in- 
spirations in very modern ways. 

Sari-Sari used to carry his 
line, and I would often to bump 
into Ernest in the store where I 
would buy his dresses. I did 
shows for him, too, and it was 
such a pleasure. He was always 
kind, appreciative and gener- 
ous with his praise. 

Needless to say, I was a big 
fan of the man and his work. My 
husband, who was my 
boyfriend then, would often 
urge me to don one of Santia- 
go's black dresses whenever we 
would have an event. 

T was saddened when he de- 
cided to move away from fash- 
ion and focus on furniture de- 
sign and landscaping. I did at- 
tend one of his furniture ex- 
hibits and was once again im- 
pressed by his artistry and 
craftsmanship. 

Today, INQUIRER Fashion and 
some of his friends and col- 
leagues in the industry pay trib- 
ше to Ernest Santiago. He lived 
а full life and will always be re- 
membered with great respect, 
love and admiration. 


consultant to relandscape its 
sprawling gardens. I had no 
idea if Santiago had the memo- 
ту of an elephant, but knowing 
how he felt years after reading 
my scathing review was the last. 
thing I wanted to find out. What 
if he berated me, slapped me or, 


worse, stared at me coldly with 
a raised eyebrow a la 
‘Desmond? 


Indeed, beautiful as it was, 
the Shang Mactan lobby was 
the last place I wanted to be on 
earth that very instance. Just 
the same, I was bracing myself. 
Walanghiya, ‘eto sa 'yo...pak! 

But whether he held а grudge 
against me or not, he never 
showed it. In fact, to my sur- 
prise, he appeared as warm as 
ever, considering that it was on- 
ly the second (and, sadly, last) 
time we had crossed each oth- 
er's paths. He never mentioned 
anything about my review. On 
the contrary, he offered his 
hand and smiled broadly before 
asking me how Iwas. 

Still reeling from my un- 
founded fears, it gradually 
dawned on me a bit later in my 
room how Santiago and a hand- 
ful of other artists had managed 
to remain prolific, successful 
and unpredictable despite the 
passage of time. They had an 
uncanny way of never letting 
criticisms affect them (or at 
least they're graceful enough 
not to show their true feelings 
in public) to the point of bog- 
ging them down as they moved 
on to the next big project. 

‘Their resilience and ability to 
rise above and reinvent them- 
selves despite such setbacks are 
what, I think, sets them apart 
from all crybabies out there. 

For all I know, Santiago might 
have taken my criticism to heart 
since he never donned an im- 
personators hat (at least, not 
that I know of) from then on, 
and instead focused on what he 
did best. The ability to listen 
and the humility to accept well- 
meaning criticisms are also 
hallmarks of successful artists. 

Santiago de Manila, in my 
book, you will always’ be one 
class act. Too bad, I never had 
the chance to know more of you 
and your art. I wish we didn't 
have to say goodbye so soon. 

‘Alex Y. Vergara, journalist. 
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importance of being this Ernest 


oO 


ERNEST Santiago entertains the crowd during the Metro Society Coco Banana party. 


Ernest Santiago was perhaps one 
of the most creative designers in the 
industry, with a style that was dis- 
tinctly his own. His artistry, which 
always reflected Filipino culture, is 
laudable. We will all surely miss а 


great artist. 


Suyene Chi-Sia, 
model 


pino fashion. 


glam and style. 
ways will be Pi 


Thave always believed in the great genius of Ernest Santia- 
go, having collaborated with him on several occasions, the 
most recent of which was the Bench Fever underwear show 


last year. 


He was the style icon during the golden age of disco. He 
propelled color, vibrancy and excitement, having orchestrated 


the most number.of memorable gatherings that brought 


Manila’s 'high-brow social denizens to party with everyone 
else. He transcended the stigma of social classes and brought 
Manila together through his genius. Back then, when Ernest 
blew the whistle, everyone went out to have fun! 


Ernest was а good friend 
and talented artist. He had 
his own identifiable char- 
acter, which made us real- 
ize that it was possible to 


be unique and still remain 

in tune with the world. He 

will definitely be missed. 
Marina Benipayo, model 


I remember meeting Ernest 
when I was still based in Paris. I 
was on vacation here in Manila. 
and Ernest had his shop in 
Remedios Circle blessed that 
year. He invited me.and I was 
very touched, because I knew 
nobody in local fashion then. 
The next time we met was at 
my apartment in Paris. He had 
dinner with me. Those were 
very short but memorable mo- 
ments, as Ernest was accommo- 
dating, smart, with great hu- 
mor and very fashion-con- 
scious—like his works, I sup- 
pose. 
Roy Gonzales, designer 


your soul. 


Ernest was such a fun friend to have. We'd find ourselves 
laughing over some trivial.stuff. His genius was unequalled, 
and we have lost a moving force with his demise. Ernest, you 
will be sorely missed. You are home now. May peace reign їп 


Ben Chan, creative director, Bench 


When I started in 1976, 
my shop was located along 
Mabini infrónt of the Wal- 


“dorf AsforiagandsEsnest's 


shop уа Remedios Cir- 
dle. He VUE ass by- 


не Тм: of wis- 
dom; УПО 


yourselfffi 


hair anid straight 
act.” у 


Mike dela Rosa, designer 


Gerry Katigbak, designer 


Ernest Santiago was one of the pillars of Fil- 


His design creations in fashion, 


furniture and landscapes were always modern 
and contemporary—Filipino in spirit and drama. 
He initiated what today is “Moda Filipiniana" 


. Santiago de Manila was and al- 
hilippine fashion's grand іппоуа- 


tor. Iwill miss him, and I salute his talent, contri- 
butions and friendship. 


Marden Iglesias, designer. 


Ernest was the first fash- 
ion designer who used 
dark-skinned girls 
chinitas as ramp and photo 
models, unlike older estab- 
lished designers who were 
stuck in their colonial 


mode using only mestizas 
with pedigreed names. He 
was a true pro who set very 
high standards and disci- 
pline among his chosen 
models, which in the end 


made modeling a respect- 
ed career. He broke barri- 
ers and the old mindset, 
and gave every woman the 
chance to become a model 
whether she had a pedi- 
greed name or not. This, 
along with the Perlas sis- 
ters, was what started the 
modeling industry in the 
country. 

Louie Cruz, society writer 


* the word discotheque. 


What happened to Ernest is a 
horrible tragedy. He was a gen- 
tle, private and artistic soul who 
had brought genuine artistry to 
Philippine fashion. The name 
Ernest personified his true be- 
ing. I join everyone in deep 
prayer for his soul's repose and 
the immediate capture of his 

tormentors. 
‘Tweetie de Leon-Gonzalez, 
model 


fun! 
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His nickname was “taray” but 
in reality, he was not at zalt 
“mataray”. He was quiet, but 
when he.opened his mouth, he 
always made sense. He started 
the avant-garde, sometimes 
punk, but still wearable look 
here in Manila. 

The last time I worked with 
him for a Bench show, he often 
asked me for my opinion on dif- 
ferent matters. This meant a lot 
to me because he was someone 
1 look up to. This showed that. 
there was mutual respect and; 
admiration, in spite of the faq: 
that he was far more senior айй: 
knowledgeable. I 


My admiration for Ernest's 
career as a designer is enor- 
mous. He never failed to inspire 
me, and other designers, too, 
Tm sure. He was creative and 
innovative, and everything he 
did and touched came from the 
heart. He was passionate about 
everything he did and said. 

We are never perfect, but 
what made Ernest perfect as а 
friend was the fact that he con- 
stantly inspired me. I will miss 
his input on fashion, interiors 
and other such subjects. 1 
learned so much from him that I 
"was able to apply to my work. 

Т also bought a lot of things 
fom him, pieces that often- 
times he'd refuse to sell, so Га 
force him. In every corner of my 
house today, Ernest is there be- 
cause his things are there. 

He is one designer that I real- 
ly respected. I'm glad we met. I 
love the guy and I'm going to 
miss him, 

Cesar Gaupo, designer 


His fashion was exotic, 
his imagination wild. His 


called him Ernest. 
Ogee Atos, director 


Ernest was the first fashion 
superstar! He was а powel 
house of a person. He had such 
a high creative energy that sur- 
passed the realm of fashion de- 
sign. His culinary talents were 
just as legendary, as well as his 
interior design endeavors. Н 
created the most inspired furi - 
ture [have ever seen. д 
He even came out in theatre 
and realized his acting fan- 
tasies. He lived a full life filled 
with unrestrained bravura. He 
was a true renaissance man per- 
sonified! I will miss him dearly. 
Rajo Laurel, designer 


Emest Santiago: innovative; 
brilliant and Filipino! L 
Boy Saulog, director ` 


I belonged to that last batch who enjoyed and benefited + 
fróm Ernest Santiago's Coco Banana. Aside from being one of 
‘Manila's creative and innovative fashion designers, Ernest 
should best be remembered as the artist who gave meaning to 


Tonichi Nocom, designer 


A true icon, Santiago: 
wasn't just an avant-garde: 
Filipino designer. He also. 
created the most famous 
address, Coco Banana im 
Malate, that was known. 
worldwide through рибе 
lished travel books. Sad: 
that he had to go this way. 

Lulu Tan Gan, designe: 


Ernest defined a generation and gave us Coco Banana, our hoipez 
where we all expressed ourselves. He made fashion daring dnd- 


Jackie C. Aquino, director 
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scarf 


HUGO Boss black long-sleeve polo, Calvin Klein black slacks and Zara 


ON HIM: Calvin Klein long-sleeve polo, Hugo Boss jacket and black 5 мч 
denims, Diesel white leather belt. On her: Zara sequined dress with JESSICA blue long-sleeve knit top, Mexx black knit dress, Lacoste 
ostrich feathers, Liz Claiborne drop earrings and bangle belt and Liz Claiborne bangle 


Tis the season to stand out 


dress with jewel detail, Kenneth Cole 


ON HIM: Hugo Boss suit and Springfield belt. On her: Zara silver ning a suit, especially in 


DKNY black sequined top, Calvin Klein silver leggings, Kenneth Cole 
necklace and Nine West platform sandals 


DDING А BIT—OR 
even а lot—of 
shine to your 


wardrobe is an exciting 
move that will make you 
the star of any gathering 
this season. 

Don't be afraid to go for tops 
or whole dresses accentuated 
with glassy beads or sequins. 
Not ready for an all out shim- 
mer assault? Opt for glimmer- 
ing accessories such as cuffs, 
shoes and jewelry. 

For those elegant getto- 
gethers, nothing can be dain- 
tier than a beguiling dress. 
From hooded, draped to pleat- 
ed, from knitted to strapless, 
dress choices are as endless as 
your Christmas wishlist. 

Take note of popular shades 
this season, from muted tones 
like mushroom and gray to 
bold colors like blue sapphire 
and fuchsia. 

For men, nothing beats the 
classic look this Christmas. A 
crisp and clean long sleeve po- 
lo can take one anywhere, 
from the yearly family reunion 
to the company party. Just top. 
it with a cool jacket to combat 
the cool breeze. 

Step it up a notch by don- 


and Anne Klein bracelet shades such as dark gray and 
brown, which are very popular 
this season. 

Whether these covetable 
items are for you or for that 
special person in your gift list, 
only Stores Specialists, Inc. 
has the brands that can pro- 
vide you with all these choice 
finds. 

Metrobank credit card of- 
fers a special promo in cooper- 
ation with SSI, the company 
that brought to the country fab 
fashion brands such as Deben- 
hams, Zara, Lacoste, Nine 
West, Furla, Armani Exchange, 
Calvin Klein and Ralph Lau- 
ren. 

‘Swipe your Metrobank cred- 
it card at any SSI store until 
Jan. 31, 2008 and receive an 
SSI gift certificate worth 
P1,000 for every P15,000 ac- 
cumulated single-day pur- 
chase made at any SSI store. 

Just present your transac- 
tion receipts and your 
Metrobank credit card at any 
of the designated redemption. 
areas to claim your SSI gift cer- 
tificate which you can even 
give as a gift this season! 

Enjoy this early Christmas 
gift from Metrobank credit 
cards. Cardholders can re- 
deem the free gift certificate 
up to March 31, 2008. 

See flyers and tent cards for 
more details or visit any SSI 
store. 


Kenneth Cole earrings, Liz 
Claiborne necklace. 

Оп him: Zara long-sleeve 
polo and dark gray slacks 
and Hugo Boss belt 


ON HER: Calvin Klein charcoal 
organza dress, Anne Klein 
necklace and bangles. 

On him: Hugo Boss suit and 
Kenneth Cole watch 


ТИРЕШЕ A "rm SEASON EVEN Р YOU DONT BELIEVE w FLYING REINDEER. 


SPEND A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS WITH LOU HILARIO ON DECEMBER 28, 29, AND 30. 
"HUM. CHEERY YULETIDE TUNES ALONG WITH A CHRISTMAS CHORUS ON DECEMBER 16, 22, 23; 28, 29, AND 30, 
TAKE YOUR, TIME CHATTING WETH SANTA AT HIS ENCHANTED EMPORIUM, SINCE PARK HOURS HAVE BEEN EXTENDED THIS SEASON. 


DECEMBER m 2 74,2007 *10AM ~ Dm Deena 283, m 10AM 7м (FIREWORKS AT 6PM) 
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ОМ HIM: Sanük Cruiser sandals, apparel by Tough Jeansmith. On her: 
Sanük Donna sandals, apparel by Salad 


Happy feet 


FOOTWEAR BRAND SANUK— 
Thai for “pursuit of happi- 
ness"— prides itself on bringing 
freedom, optimism, style and 
comfort to everyone's feet. The 
brand believes that if your feet 
are happy, the rest of your body 
will feel good, and it will show 
on your face. 

For eight years now, Sanük 
has been making a lot of surfers" 
feet happy with its fun, func- 
tional, comfortable and unique 
footwear. The brand is designed 
for the global surf and water 
community. 

But with its wide array of 
products that are apparently 
poles apart from the typical and 
dull types that proliferate out 
there, there's no wonder how 
even non-surfers have come to 
ove Saniik. 

Where else can you find Jel- 
lies, indoor-outdoor carpet flip- 
flops, Guatemala blanket 
thongs and super-cushy, super- 
commercial sandals? If those 
aren't enough, only Sanük has 
crazy Tarzan prints or varia- 
tions of indigenous folk-art 
themes on sandals. 

The brand isn't restricted to 
open-toe footwear Check out 
the innovative Sanük Sidewalk 
Surfer collection, an interesting 
series of sandal-shoe hybrid 
that has the comfort of a sandal 
and the respectability ofa shoe. 

For men, outstanding Side- 
walk Surfer styles include 
the Donny, a cool and 


suede toe cap and a woven 
striped material; and the Scrib- 
ble, which features a combina. 
tion of custom art and embroi- 
dery for a totally one-of-a-kind 
look. 

‘Thanks to the simplicity of ar- 
chitecture plus extraordinary 
sense of color and style of its 
various footwear, Sanük has 
quickly become the inside 
choice of both surfers and non- 
surfers worldwide, 

Apart from looking splendid, 
Sanük is also technically ad- 
vanced, as it goes to great 
lengths to make sure the san- 
dals maintain high comfort 
standards. 

The first-ever stand-alone 
Saniik store in the world is at 
Glorietta 4 of Ayala Mall. Sanük 
is also carried by Res-Toe-Run at 
TriNoma, ROX in Bonifacio 
High Street, Shoe Salon, Brat- 
pack, Stoked Inc. Chocolate 
Clothing Co. and Rustan's De- 
partment Store. 


casual canvas slip-on with 
wacky prints; the Cruiser, a 
cracked leather slip-on that not 
only looks better with age but 
also dresses it up a notch; and 
the Vagabond, a funky canvas 


slip-on that has a twisted and ae 
traditional look with its di. SharlociTan 
tressed visible seams. 

Women, on the other hand, Сан 
have flaunt-worthy Sidewalk p> -g У 
Surfer designs such as the ТОЧЕ 

Jeansmith 


Checky, which is like grandpa's 
old robe wrapped around your 
feet; the Bumper Car, with a 


'IEHL'S 


иш. == 
KIEHL'S 


FOUNDED AS AN OLD-WORLD 
apothecary in New York’s East 
Village over 150 years ago, 
Kieh!’s proudly opened its doors 
to Manila in its first Philippine 
store on Greenbelt 5'в ground 
floor last October. 

Bearing the same commit- 
ment to service and community, 
Kiehl's Philippines is pleased to 
offer the same products loved 
by generations worldwide with 
its no-frills packaging, customer 
dedication, and simple, effica- 
cious quality through its exten- 
sive line of skin- and hair-care 
formulations. 


FLASH] ESUN FLAS ТСЗ АСОМ LAST 


‘Shop Гог a cause on Des. 21 


É gerit anne ML I 

ааа да Ж АЙБЕК 

ON HIM: Sanük Donny sandals, apparel by Tough Jeansmith. On her: 
Sanük Bumper Car sandals, belt by Tough Jeansmith, apparel by Salad 


p. А 
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MTS PA Ia uar 
ONHIM: Sanük ғ sandals, polo 
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ON HIM: Sanük Blender sandals and Golden Breed apparel. 
On her: Sanük Starlet sandals, apparel by Salad and Tough Jeansmith 


CERE 


| 


|| 
H 


он 


and jeans by Tough Jeansmith, 


On her: Sanük Scribble sandals, aqua top by Salad, capri pants by Tough Jeansmith 


Philanthropic support Two hours of shop- 
is a comerstone of the ping will be dedicated 
Kiehl's philosophy In entirely to a great cause. 


"The Mission of Kiehl's 
Since 1851," written over 
30 years ago, a belief in 
giving back to the com- 


From 4-6 p.m., all pro- 
ceeds from purchases 
made at the Kiehl's store. 
will go to the children of 


munities in which it Diether Ocampo's 
serves is clearly stated, K.I.D.S. Foundation, ће 
and has been upheld brand's first local bene- 
since. ficiary. 

In line with its core phi- АШ Kieh?’s product 
losophy, KiehPs, with lines will be available for 


partners Globe and HSBC, 
presents its Shop-for-a- 
Cause event on Dec. 21 at its 
Greenbelt 5 ground-floor store, 


purchase, including cult 
favorites Crème de 
Corps, Yerba Mate, Blue, Facial 
Fuel and Lip Balms. 
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Christmas 
Feast at 
Pizza Hut! 


The Christmas season calls 
for special events. Undoubtedly, 
good food is a must when we 
prepare for our Christmas cele- 
brations. We all look forward to 
delicious and abundant food 
preparations during this season. 

Get ready to enjoy Pizza Hut's 
holiday offering-Triple Chicken 
Pizza! Savor three times the full 
flavor of chicken, roast, smoked, 
and chicken ham, with a tangy 
sweet pineapple glaze. This 
fresh, hot pizza, glistening with 
golden brown glaze and pieces 
of pineapple, cucumber and 
cilantro is definitely a must-try at 
all your Christmas parties. 
What's more, value-packed meal 
bundles, featuring the new Triple 
Chicken Pizza with side dishes 
and fruit salad makes this a per- 
fect meal with family and friends. 
‘Try the new Triple Chicken Pizza 
at your nearest Pizza Hut! 

For more yummy updates on 
the country's favorite Pinaka- 
Pizza, Мей — wwwpizza- 
hut.com.ph. 


FEAST for 2 


It's a Christmas Feast for 2 
for only P399! Triple Chicken 
Pizza (Reg); 2 orders Cream 
of Mushroom Soup; 2 orders 
Fruit Salad ; 2 glasses of 
Pepsi 


FEAST for 4 


Pizza (Family) ; 
Spaghetti Bolognese; 


Pepsi 


zm) All i want for christmas tn 


It's a Christmas Feast for 2 
for only P699! Triple Chicken 
2 orders 
4 
orders Fruit Salad ; 4 glasses 
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WHAT'S IN YOUR FASHION 
list this Christmas? 


j T’dmuch rather receive a trip with 


Pa love for anyone to give me 


Palovean apair of Christian Louboutin , Pocket money! Only there will I do 
HermesKelly | Pigallesin black, гой ог silver. the purchasing of a whole new 
inpurple Oh wow! These would be the wardrobe for а new year—a new 
ostrich—the best stocking stuffers! Ican ‘fashion-forward’ me! 
same bag that dream, can’t I? Ora Goyard Bianca Valerio, model, host, 
Vera Wang Jeanne handbag in red (my stylist, makeup artist and 
owns. favorite color) customized motivational speaker „© 
Ingrid Go, " cane 
entrepreneur, | aa С Torralba, Геня Poil 


Tresorie, designer/retailer/musician 


TUNES. 


Roasted, smoked & glazed chicken ham 


ken 


pizza 


with a tangy-sweet pineapple sauce, 
decked with tomatoes, pineapples & cucumber. 


The best way to say Merry Christmas! 


A 
Руска p 


hased on 2005 ARO survey. 


Let the feasting begin! 
Visit the nearest Pizza Hut 


or call 911-11-11 мего Minila delivery 


Сазанова Е 


i PHILIPPINE D 


On one weekend, five top-notch photographers and thelr apprentices 
roamed the streets of Manila to capture people, places and moments us- 
Ing the world's fist S- megapixel camera phone. 

That Is the Weekend Getaway, organized by Samsung In celebration of 
‘the launch of is latest camera phone to hit the market-the Samsung 6600. 

From Quiapo fo Binondo to Roxas Boulevard, professional photographers 
Paolo Pineda, Noelle Hemandez, Jake Versoza, Ronnie Salvacion and Steve 
Trona mentored thelr apprentices Miguel Miranda, Mario Lozano, Pol Bel- 
tran, Jan LaÓ and Raena Abella as they took snapshots of Manila using the 
Samsung 6600. 

Fusing design, photography and the ultimate in phone functionality, the 
Samsung 6600 is the camera phone that even the pros wil love. It Паз vari- 
‘ous modes for picture-taking sessions and allows users to get creative with 
thelr shots. The 5-megapixel camera ако has a builtin Power LED flash, im- 
age stabilizer and image enhancer for high quality pictures, best seen 
through the Samsung 26005 2.2" LCD with 16 million colors. Users can also 
share thelr creative shots with others through the 5-megapixel multi-function 
imaging system and full Bluetooth v.2 connectivity. There is also the embed- 
ded МРЗ player and the NetFront Browser v. 3.4, which provides PC-like 
browser capabilities on the mobile phone, providing users total audio-visual 
enjoyment, all housed In a fashionable black two-toned slider shell with а 
tiny 102 mm by 47.8 mm by 14.9 mm frame. 


Pixel Perfection: The Мопа 5 Fi 


LIFE 


For the team of Paolo Pineda and Miguel Miranda, Baywalk is the 
place to be fo capture pictures with character. Among the photos ap- 
prentice Miguel took as guided by Paolo, his favourite was the one of 
the fisherman on the ledge, lluminated by the sunset, "Iwas Inspired by 
the candor of everyday people," he says, as also shown by his other 
photos that feature street children and regular folks. The Samsung 
6600 was a fun camera phone to use, he claims, because of its many 
features. 1 enjoyed tinketing with the camera because It gives you 
many options on the output of the Images. | ако like how sleek it is that 


you barely notice It In your pocket." 


. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Joke Versoza and Pol Beltran roar 
jects to capture with the Samsung ©: 
tiostties at the esquinitas of Quiapo, P 
many ways that she can arrange ће 
manipulate the outcome of the рк 
scribes in the photo and conceptual 
pact by the act of being па photogr 
black-and-white photo of astatued 
Ike these are banal things that we 
street photography with portraiture.” 
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it ТҮЙ Interpreting classic pop culture In- 
HERE || tuences into solo pictures was Ron- 
пе Salvacion mentorship hallmark 
for Jon 140%. "Since my mentor 
Ronnie made music, we decided 
that ао movies,” Jan reveals, Reiat- 
ing the essence of his pictures with 
that of some of the most popular 
fims, Jan’s works feature stil life that 
communicates vitality, Entiting his 
works as "Serendipity" and "Great | 
Expectations,” Jan played a lot with 
the white balance feature to 
ll achieve the colors he was going af- 
ter, “it was such a Мр taking photos 
using the Samsung 6600,” he adds. 
А “twas funi" 


imagine the power of 5 


Imagine the colors and images inside a new generation of.camera phone. 
it's stylé and technology bursting with clarity and vibrancy, all to the 
power of 5 Megapixels. Could this be the next trend? With the Samsung 
8600, it’s not that hard to imagine. ph.samsungmoóbile.com 


5 Mégapixel Camara with AF TV-out Function 
16 Мол Color TFT Screen ( у Bisetsotn® Printing, Рона 
High Sensitty Shot (508 FM Radio 


[^ 
еа Quiapo and Binondo for eye-catching sub- 
00. Showing an affinity for the many religious cu- 
i marvels at the cleamess of the Images and the 
settings of the Samsung G600 camera in order to 
tures, "I want to maintain what the camera de- 


|y atter It," she says, “These subjects gain visual im- 
ph and having them presented as art.” She cites Samsung Electrics Philippines Corporation Ground Floor, Sonaventure Plaza, Oroges Avenue, Greenluits, Sen Juan, Metro Mania 
bt Jesus carrying the cross as her favorite. "Objects saura быль Сона onse TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG ter PLIT cross tst for ist 


су ordinarily Ignore or Just pass by. | want fo mix 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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-AMN I want for 6 


Inmyfashion 
wish list this 
Christmas are 
all bags: 
Chanel satin 
and calfskin 
‘weave handbag, 
Kate Spade 
white patent - 
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Cambon Tote 
and Louis 
‘Vuitton 
Monogram 
Olympe Nimbus 
Bubbles Paraiso, 
model/actress 


Afab accessory by Bea 
Valdes or Wynn Wynn 
Ong. Still waiting for 
my new dress by Јову 
Samson! 


Mel Cuevas, j 
editor in chief, Metro 


Anew pair of Helmut Lang jeans, if 
they still make them. My favorite 
pair was stolen in the sampayan. 


Iwant the Rolex Cellini 
Prince! And I am still waiting 
for Rhett Баја to send me that 


Kakainis! Oh well, Merry Philippine Map T-shirtasa 
Christmas na langto the Christmas gift! 
magnanakaw! Ito Kish, design consultant 


Rhett Eala, designer and retailer 


PHP 4,9: 
SRP PHP 29,990 


Е * 940-1 Digital Media! 
* SuperMulti SATA Drive 
* Intel® GMA 950 Graphi 


yeor (onsite) limited warranty. 
* Wide 17" (43.18cm] LCD Monitor with builtin speakers 


FREE upgrade to 198 memory worth P1,200 


Maximize yout everyday computing needs а! an affordable cost with the HP Pavilion 931374 Desktop Р 
powered by Intel” Pentium® Dual-Core Processor. It deliv 1 performance perfect for wor 
vail, and. internet surfing: And it comes in a stock, designer black packaging f 


rest lor 6 months and fre 


its performance. Plus, get 0% in 
December 31, 2007 


And lor peace of mind everywhere you go, i's backed by our exclusive HP Total Care service 
from purchasing the right IT product 


ible online, via phone or HP's cust 


with expert 


help at every stage of your complier's Ме and services, fo award winning 


support and reliability acce mor care centre 


Call 1-800-141-6688 or (632) 867-3557 • Email ph.contact@hp.com • Visit hp.com/personal 
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WHATS IN YOUR FASHION 
wish list this Christmas? 


An ivory Chanel 2.58 

with gold hardware! It 

is absolutely divine! 
Kelly Misa, model 


A Kate Spade Pop Clinton 
Street Cally laptop case or 
a Beam metallic Lacoste 
footwear 


Dindi de Leon, M 


model/PMAP member | 


A week of winter 
skiholiday with 
my loved ones 


editor in chief, | 
Mega magazine 
ү 


Aweek’s stay at the 
Anantara Resort at the 
Maldives with a boy 
Anne Bella, 
fashion stylist/writer 


E | 
For myself: 


-A Philip Lim one-shoulder cocktail 
dress ina bright color 
-A Victorian lace cape, tweed high 
waist wide leg pants from Kate 
Moss for Topshop. In fact, almost 
anything from her collection. 
-Loubotin satin peep toe open 
heeled sandals in pink. 
-Prada floral print asymmetrical 
dress, or more realistically the Zara 
version, and matching satin rose 
clutch. 
For mankind: 
-An end to skinny jeans 

Kaye Tinga, executive director, 

Lightomorrow Foundation 


Му list includes Marc 
Jacobs black Wayfarers, 
the perfect super high- 
heeled black satin 
pumps. I'm also in love 
witha rough cut citrine 
ring set ina yellow gold 
chain link design, butit 
could be way above my 
budget. 

Carmina Sanchez, 
marketing communications 

consultant 


Anew wardrobe from 
Myth, bangles from 
Victoria Marin, andam 
in desperate need ofa 
good pair of jeans! 
Amina Aranaz-Alunan, 
bag designer 
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ERNEST 
Santiag 


Sanctuary two 
weeks ago 


ii HEN WE WERE 
Fashion's with Ernest Santi- 
wild, ago a month ago, 1 

* never thought that it would 

creative be my last moment with a 
jg dear and loyal friend. 

spirit We had a fun dinner in bis 

Pagsanjan home— lovely sprawl 

hadafeast {iis pe tags Bey that 

ofa life spread out to a lush garden, This 


Obagi 


most women go 


|| 


You won't need makeup after using Obagi, 
the #1 physician-prescribed skin саге 
system in the US that gives you brand new 


skin. The Obagi System works deep at the cellular level— from the inside 
out. It's clinically proven to be more effective than leading non-prescription 
products to correct an entire range of problems caused by sun, stress, 
hormones, age, and the environment. What's more, your Obagi System can 
be tailored by your Belo doctor to address your specific needs. So try the 
prescription skin care system that gives you brand new skin. This way, you 
can have skin that looks its absolute best when you're wearing absolutely 
nothing. 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY PROMO 


10% OFF 


ON ALL NU-DERM PRODUCTS! 


LiFE-STYLED 
Thelma Sioson San Juan 


Ernest Santiago is finally truly free 


айу, open home, a month later, 
would be the scene of his violent 
death. 

Emest was found dead early Sun- 
day morning in his bedroom. He had 
been struck on the head, his room 
looted for cash and valuables in what 
early report said was robbery. 

Paolo, a nephew whom he 
adopted as a son, was cleaning the 
garden, when, throwing a far 


For feedback, e-malusatlfestyle@inguirercomph 


Website: wenwinguirerneuifestyle 


Text us your feedback: 
inquirer fe namejagelcity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


glance at Етезїз room—which 
"was visible from the garden—he 
noticed the blood-stained pillow. 
Until that moment, Paolo thought 
his uncle, who lived alone, was just 
sleeping in late. 

Strange, but though Ernest was 
believed to have been killed be- 
tween midnight and З a.m., he was 
seen at dawn Mass at Pagsanjan 


ERNEST/G2 


after 


Individual results may vary. 


Erne 


church, around 4 a.m. 

Ernest—his flowing white hair and flam- 
boyant character—was known in Pagsan- 
jan where he'd lived for two decades. A po- 
liceman saw Ernest walking by and waving 


"That's his ghost, no doubt,” someone 
said at Ernest's wake last Monday at Santu- 


“Tallada kayo!"—Ernest would have 
screamed had he been around to hear us 
speculate about his post-death sighting. 
‘That was his trademark expression—spat 
out to release either his annoyance, awe or 


Culinary artist 

We were on а day tour of Pila, Laguna, 
that Monday a month ago when Ernest in- 
sisted we drive on to Pagsanjan. Now we're 


Ernest served his popular tulingan pasta 
and pako salad in the lanai. You felt free 
and relaxed in Ernest's home because there 
was hardly any wall to impede your view or 

The 

feast—its terra cotta and bright colors, the 
conversation-piece furniture Ernest himself 
designed and became known for, and the 
ingenious fixtures such as a metal chande- 
lier with butterfly design that typified 
Ernest's spontaneous way with the native 
aswell as the Western and contemporary. 

‘That night Emest was upbeat about the 
forthcoming reopening of Kilib Sanctuary, 
his half-hectare land їп Quezon, to show- 
case his landscape art, local cuisine and Ba- 
linese-style architecture. He did reopen it a 
week before his death—his last bash for 
friends who had made the long drive to 


Ernest also told us of future design pro- 
jects, such as the old Pagsanjan hotel. 

How old was he really, 
he didn’t seem to age. 
said unabashedly, stressing he now didn't 
feel the urge to hide it. ‘Just live life!" he 


Master of reinvention 

Ernest's life was a feast. Through the 
highs and lows, he reinvented himself. He 
had the gift of self-reinvention—a God- 
given grace for a man of humble begin- 


house was a visual 


е asked, because 
eventy-twol" he 


RESTROOM 
decorated with 
Ernest's trademark 


ingenuity 


1 That was why he never grew old, why he 
never surrendered to the shifting of time 
and fortune. That was why editors couldn't 
pin him down to a category—he was a fash- 
ion designer, a club man and restaurateur: 
who dictated the city's night life, a furniture 
and home designer, a landscape artist, а 
Jewelry designer. 

Ernest's life wasn't a trend meant for a 
season. It was a feast for all time. 
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st Santiago ... = 


TOP and right: Ernest designed Kilib to 
showcase his eclectic and cutting-edge style. 


He was a free spirit who created using 
whatever he found, be it the ordinary sina- 
may he turned into Imee Marcos’ capelet, or 
kamagong wood sculpted into a showpiece 
coffee table. 

‘At his Coco Banana from 1975 to the ear- 
1у'805, he was the imperious don of café so- 
ciety who, as Louie Ysmael told us, stood 
guard at the door to dictate who come in 
and who stay out. With theatrical flourish 
(he was a theater hand in the ’60s), he 
mounted lavish productions. 


in awe at the kiddie merry-go-round of 
horses installed at the bar. 

People also remember the catfight be- 
tween two avowed lesbians who ended up 


un peu d’air sur terre 


LACOSTE WATCHES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 


E TIMESTUDIO 


www.ltimestudio.com 


POWER PLANT MALL « МАРКЕТ MARKET + THE PODIUM « SHANGRELAMALL = SMMEGAMALL + FESTNALMALL + ROSNSONSOALLERA 
ГР STA LUCIA EAST GRAND MALL * SM MALL OF ASIA * THE BLOCK SM CITY NORTH EDSA * THE LANDMARK DEPARTMENT STORE МАКАТ" 
THE LANOMARK DEPARTMENT STORE TRINOMA * ROGNSON'S DEPARTMENT STORE ERMITA * SM DEPARTMENT STORE MAKATI 


destroying Emest's bar. 

In 2000, he had a grand reentry in the- 
ater as the “Aswang” in Gilda Cordero Fer- 
nando's milestone production at the Cul- 
tural Center of the Philippines. 


Fashion vanguard 

As he ruled the nightlife, he also experi- 
mented on the runway—avant-garde de- 
signs meant to shock, yet were wearable 
nonetheless. 

Bobby Caballero, who helped arrange 
the Santuario wake, remembered directing 
Ernest's shows at Hyatt La Concha, notably 
his summer bikini collection which drew а 
standout crowd that included the justices of 
the Supreme Court who watched the show 
“en bane.” 


of his time. I remember him doing black 
leather corset bustiers long before they 
were "in," or the "kagemusha" look with its 
exaggerated silhouette. He was a Montana, 
Lacroix, Versace even before these design- 
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ers became giant brands. 

Yet he also had his sedate and stream- 
lined RTW—the cotton tunics and painter 
smocks, for instance. 

After fashion, he designed home ac 
sories, such as the rough-textured, gilt 
frame mirror, and furniture sculpted out of 
heavy and odd-shaped wood. 

He had no formal training for these disci- 
plines. He didn't travel much. Where did he 
get his ability? Everywhere and nowhere. 
Ernest was an artist. He couldn't be con- 
tained by circumstances, no matter how: 
Јене pipes 

‘Two decades ago, our theater reviewer 
claimed he knew Santiago de Manila 
Emest’s fashion designer-tag—well һе. 
cause Ernest was his family's beloVéd ӨӨК 


ид RTW designer. Tonichi. Nocom, тешеп Jj Ernest hafa playful mi à i leve ел s 
<> Dered going there as a student and looking e jest had'a playful mind that was ahead «-¥'couldn’t believe it until Ernest told mie-it$ 


was true. 

Ernest had gone far in the world. He 
lived on the edge. He achieved much just by 
being a wild creative spirit. Now that spiri 
istruly free. 


Denim fashion reinvented 


THE KEY FOCUS OF THE FALL- 
holiday Collection of Levi's Red Tab is slim 
to loose fit and fabrics with surface tex- 
tures, patterns and stripes. The finishing 
consists of pigment and over-dye, while the 
graphic logos are experimental, mixing the 
unorthodox with the experimental to cre- 
ate an appealing montage. 

Knit fabrics on tops are mostly of loose 
construction and print stripes on subtle, 
light colors. Other shirt fabrics carry stripes 
and checks, such as the double-cloth check, 
flannel checks, worker stripes black and 
white, and baby cord, 

Core sundries for the season highlight 
metal buttons, chipped painted buttons, 
Levi's rivets, pearl buttons and the Levi's 
Red Tab print label. 

Embroidery on print, bold chain stitches, 
and contrast back-yoke fabric affirm a 
statement that it pays to give ear to the 
small things. 

Having recently collaborated with 
graphic artist Schuurmans, the graphic 
theme for the season is a myriad of genres 
such as new-wave modernism embedded 


:5 Red Tab carousel pink graphic tee; 
's Square Cut FL Core X jacket; BIC Core 
X ultra-skinny jeans 


on multiple print techniques. 

Likewise, the season's graphic theme is 
evocative of expressionist ideals because of 
its rendition on black and white, but its col- 
laboration tees prove that there is, indeed, 
life in the Red Tab seasonal tees. 

One ofits key outfits, a collaboration tee 
ваз colorful koi fish and rainbows in all.its 
graphic glory on water and rubber print at 
the same time. 

The season also introduces new colors 
like paprika and capers on long sleeved 
henleys. 


MEN'S Red Tab long-sleeve woven 
shirt with allover print in ivy 
green; Levi's Red Tab slim fit 
straight pants in dark denim shade 
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P100,000 Cash Prize Winner: 


Gary Pinzon 
La Union 


Cynthia Dorothy Acorda 
Quezon City 


P10,000 Cash Prize Winners: 


Eric Pulutan Eugene De Guzmári Jocelyn Caballar Angelito Cordova 


Maria Lourdes 6. Querijero 
Laguna Bulacan ‘Mandaluyong City Muntinlupa City Savile 


Ronnie Figueroa Leah Victoria Aguinaldo Nancy Morales Joseph Asi 


Tarlac Meiro Manila Batanga: Batanga: 


Thank you for patronizing McDonald's Chicken Value Meals and participating in Meal Or No Meal. 
Keep enjoying McDonald's Chicken Value Meals via 24-hour Dine-In, Drive-Thru, or 8-MCDO Delivery. 
Panalo sarap nito! 


Environment | Life in a New Direction 


Think GAIA э SANYO creates a pleasure that provides 
ените ат а аа more than just everyday inspiration of life. 


Lifestyle Deal with your Sense of style and your 
pursuit of balance in finding serenity. 


SANYO is puisuing three programs E 
ks the “Think GAIA" vision a reay. It’s a living inspiration. xacti LCD PROJECTOR VIZON 


сага movit CAMERA. 


185 + Website: www.sanyo.com.ph • e-mail: sanphile@info.com.ph SANYO Electric Co., Ltd., Japan 
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More than Just a Skin Whitening Soap 


$ ACTIVE INGREDIENTS: 
Papaya Extract: Provides skin whitening ond moisturizing trectment. 
Carrot Extract: Contains Vitamin A which reduces wrinkles and fne ines. 
Banana Extract: Smoothens various skin problems. 
Virgin Coconut Oll: Helps light molds, bocera & virus on the skin. 
Calamansi Extract: Contains Vitamin C, valved forts skin toning properties. 


© PRODUCT FEATURES: 
* Orponic Natural bosod ingredients 
© Has 5 major ingredients 
More 
1 Coconut oil undergoes a stringent 

curing proces 

d 

+ 
For pimples, black spots, sins оп dn, 
sunbum, ель осле, п allergies, 
hemorrhoids, bod odor, psorosis, 
Boldness, ек. 


PEOPLE HAVE +. 
TRIED & MANY 
HAVE BELIEVED. 


‘ate nal: 
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Holiday bank promo 


STANDARD CHARTERED BANK GIVES NEW 
and existing account holders an instant gift of 
P300 worth of gift certificates for every 
P100,000 deposit. Additional deposits worth 
the same amount will also entitle clients to 
earn extra gift certificates, plus a chance to win 
an additional gift through a pick-a-prize raffie. 
Promo lasts until April 18, 2008. Present at the 
recent promo launch were (from left) Country 
CEO Eugene Ellis, SCB-Makati Branch manag- 
er Lalaine Sta. Ana, Wealth Management head 
Vivian Faustino, and Consumer Banking head 
Simon Yuen. Standard Chartered Bank is the 
first foreign bank in the Philippines with over 
150 years in banking in many of the world's 
fastest-growing markets. Call 8301111 or visit 
www.standardchartered.com/ph.. 


RECITAL. Nutcracker: A Gift of Love, an annual 
recital of students of Rene Grace Rose Villa 


‘School of Ballet and Performing Arts, will be 
held at the Cinema 3 of SM Santa Rosa, Lagu- 
па, on Dec. 22 from 2-6 p.m. Proceeds of the 
show will benefit the elderly, abandoned chil- , 
dren and cancer patients in San Pedro, Lagu- 
na. Call.8085189 or 0910-8644420. 


LECTURE. Leading history professor Dr. Hugo 
Schwyzer will be in Manila to conduct a two- 
day lecture series on "Kabbalah and Christiani- 
ty," Jan. 8-9 at The Loft, 39th Floor, Manansala 
in Rockwell Center, Makati City (0922- 
7681040 or e-mail Philippines Gkabbal- 
ah.com, www.kabbalah.com/philippines). 


PHOTO SHOW. Photoworld Asía 2008, the 
biggest and longest running photo show in 
Southeast Asia, will be held Jan. 31-Feb. 5 at 
the Glorietta, Ayala Center, Makati City 
(5247576/5280371). 


SMART SUPPORTS PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 


Rose Paragoso of Kaagapay Parish gets a special gift from Smart Communications, Inc. 
(Smart) during the Persons with Disabilities (PWD) Day held at Don Bosco Makati Technical 
Institute. Paragoso won a Nokia 1600. This is the third consecutive year Smart is supporting 
the Archdiocese of Manila Office for Persons with Disabilities Ministry (AMO-PDM). The - 


{ company conducted the whole-day celebration for disabled persons. In photo are, second  ` 


1 fromleft, Fr. Alexander Thomas, AMO-PDM director and (fifth from left) Tina Garcia- 
Rodriguez, employee of Smart and Event's Program Committee head. It was a day of fun, 
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ROWENA QUIOGUE 


SUCAT, PARANAQUE CITY 
(OCTOBER MILLIONAIRE) 


Extended until December 31, 2007 approved by DTI-NCR 


А y See posters for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 0752, Series of 2007 


Sucat  Bicutan * Marilao • Valenzuela • Molino • Clark • Mall of Asia • North EDSA • Pasig • Taytay • Muntinlupa 
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Амазоски Home 


SONY ERICSSON IS BRINGING 
in the Elf Squad to help shop- 


1 pers get all the best choices for 


their mobile lifestyle this merry 


{ season. Check your shopping 


worries at the door аз 12 Sony 
Ericsson concept shops manned 
by the Elf Squad are now open 
across the country. 

Need gift ideas? Count on the 
Elf Squad to give you the best 
advice on what to put under the 
Christmas tree. A W910i Walk- 
man phone perhaps for the 
moody teenager? The new 
SensMe feature will let him se- 
lect songs based on tempo and 
music style so his playlist re- 
flects his mood. Or how about a 
K850i Cybershot phone for 
your snapshot happy uncle? 
The S-megapixel camera with 
Xenon flash, auto focus, image 
stabilizer, Photo бх and BestPic 
technology on this phone will 
have him coming up with your 
best Christmas photo album 
yet. The lady in your life will 
adore the fashionably designed 
Sony Ericsson T650i in Glowing 
Green or Midnight Blue. It’s not 
all good looks for this slim 3G 
phone that comes with an ele- 
gant desk stand and pouch. She 
will also enjoy features like the 
3.2-megapixel camera, Blue- 
tooth stereo, photo blogging, 
video recording, high-speed 
web browsing and radio. 

Sony Ericsson will also give 
out free calendar notebooks 
and a chance to win original 
Sony Ericsson Bluetooth head- 
sets, car hands-free accessories 
and music speakers for every 
handset purchase. This offer is 
valid with the purchase of any 


— Elf Squad spreads 
: Christmas cheer 


of the following handsets: Sony 
Ericsson Pli, the W960i, 
W910i, W580i, W660i, W610i 
and W200i Walkman phones; 
the S500i, T650i, T250i, J110i, 
J120i, the K810i, K850i, K800i, 


K770i, K550i Cybershot 
phones, and the K530i and 
K320i phones. 


On selected weekends during 
the Christmas season, the Elf 
Squad holds product demon- 
strations. Plus, watch out as the 
Elf Squad slashes down prices 
of selected handsets from Dec. 
3 to Jan. 15, 2008. Head for any 
ofthe 12 Sony Ericsson concept 
shops nationwide and get free 
gift wrapping for your favorite 
Sony Ericsson mobile phones 
and accessories. 


FOR FASHIONABLE 
gifts, try Penshoppe's 
Holiday gift sets. 
Choose from printed 
flip-flops, sling bags, 
pillows, body butters, 
shower gels, belts and 
tote bags in Oriental-in- 
spired, — jewel-toned 
wrappings. Super-soft 
tank tops and shorts are 


Fuss-free Christmas | 
gift shopping 


laced with sweet Orien-: 
tal swirls, while funky 
boxers and bikinis are 
packed into whimsical 
Chinese takeout boxes. 
With these gift sets, your 
Christmas shopping is fuss- 
free. You will also be sur- 
prised to see that you still: 
have some money left to get: 
something for — yourself 
(www.penshoppe.com). 
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Ising Vasquez and Ermil Napa 


Italian food 


haven 


marks 13th year 


NE OF THE BEST 
Italian restau- 
rants in Cosmo 


Manille, ГОрега at The 
Fort, celebrated its 13th 
anniversary. 

Throwing an elegant gala 
dinner for its loyal patrons 
were the resto’s hotshot part- 
ners Conrad Acedillo and Er- 
mil Napa. 

The menu read like a royal 
Tuscan feast of excellently pre- 
pared courses deftly whipped 
up by Acedillo and Napa's 
partner, dal maestro de cucina 
Moreno Mattei, dahlings. 

While the invitees breezed 
in fashionably on time, 
sparkling proseccos and kir 
royals were served to them. 
They also nibbled on the su- 
per-yummy antipasti. 

The al-fresco doors were 
opened, extending the ban- 
quet seating. It set the stage 
for a grand Italian dining cele- 
bration, palanggas, starting 
with the freshest assortment of 
seafood carpaccios and cru- 
dités, freshly flown in Scampi, 
from Italy, rich oysters and an 
intensely exquisite Avruga 


1'Opor: 


WiTHOUT 
BATTING ‘= 
AN EYELASH 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


caviar from Wild Herring, fol- 
lowed by the in-demand 
homemade ravioli 

The highlight, palanggas, 
was LOpera’s newly launched 
2007/08 Menu. It included the 
to-die-for and lush foie gras їп 
delicate truffle sauce. It also 
included о Tuscanys finest 
meats—from baked milk-fed 
lamb to roasted rib-eye. There 
was also stuffed turkey, 
dahlings. 

The big surprise was when 
chef Moreno introduced 
LOpera Group's most talented 
dining staff that performed a 
concert. They ended their per- 
formance with the forever Ital- 
ian favorite “Volare!” 

Yes, palanggas! In EOpera 

ITALIAN FOOD/H2 
| ROSSIE Harrigan, 
Imelda Marcos and 


$ É Karina Galang 


L'OPERA'S 
Conrad Acedillo 
and Charlie Rufino 


NOW OPEN! 
Quezon Ave 
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Diamond Peel 
Warts ts Removal, per area* 


DR. DANIEL Vasquez, Francesco 
Patron, ГОрега'з Balducci Abba Napa 
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www.hanford.com.ph 


omHANFORD 


a Christmas message fr 


From page HI 
you will not only find regional Tuscan cui- 
sine at its very best. You also bask in the 
tradition of fine Italian dining, 

Cheers, LOperal Here's to many more 
anniversaries to come! 

Felice anniversario con noi! 


Fashion show 

"It was a night of glitz, glamour, and all 
that jazz,” as the saying goes, palanggas. 
Two hundred invitees were treated to a 
spectacle of old-Hollywood glam on the 
runway as Freeway unleashed its Holiday 
Collection, by Mel Orlina, no less. 

The fast-paced fashion show was a dis- 
play of everything vintage, whimsical and 
avant garde, dahlings. 

Embassy Superclub was transformed 
into a chic 1920s Paris club, with an illu- 
sionist welcoming the guests. 

Brocade walls stood against the angu- 
lar catwalk, Two embossed box doors be- 
side the digital fireplace served as the en- 
trance and exit in the runway. Eight mod- 
els were transformed into beautiful 1920s 
glamour girls. 

To cap off the extravaganza, Freeway 
endorser, gorgeous Anne Curtis, ap- 
peared from behind an intricate opening 
door, wearing an eye-catching white mini 
dress with elaborate ruffles perfect for the 
elegant night. 

Orlina later took her well-deserved 
bow before the audience, dahlings. 

But it didn't end there as the invitees 
were given fabulous loot bags. Everyone 
agreed Freeway did a remarkable fashion 
show. What a way to welcome this holiday 
season, n’est ces pas? 


POS m 
dd uA “ауды да 
LUIS de Terry, JC de Terry and Helen de Terry 


Sneakers gig 

What is a royal experience? A world- 
renowned graffiti writer having a toast 
with a presidential grandson? Skaters 
slamming shooters in the open bar? And 
glamorous models posing with 250 amaz- 
ingly designed skate decks in ап awesome 
bash hosted by Royal Elastics? 

Yes, that was what Royal Elastics 
dekArt 2007 was all about, palanggas. 
dix Royal Elastics had more than 250 skate 
т decks on display at the Bubble Tent in Fort. 
Bonifacio Global City. 

Theme of the exhibit was Icons of the 
World. Displayed were images of leg- 
endary guitarist Jimi Hendrix, "Super 
Size"Me" star Ronald McDonald, Pope 
John Paul Il and even Jesus Christ, would 
you believe? 

The religious experience continued as 


TINA Vitas, Niccolo Bald 
Abrera-del Prado 


Sasimi. 
макфиопо. 


тетакі 


In Japanese, the word Jozu esis sul, As masters of 
their craft, Japanese chefs rely on thelr skil with ingredients 
and thelr kitchen arsenal о win over those who come to 
partake of thelr creations. 


‘And ike а samurai has hls sword, a chef's most important 
weapon Is his knife. Whether winning battie or creating , 
dishes, the Japanese have set high standards for thelr bladés, 
of choice. No knife ls exactly айе, Just as every samuřal 5, 4; 
Sword is one of a kina, And yet по matter how sharp an 
supple, a sword or a knife is only as good as the опе wh, 
мек. 5 


The one true Jozu. 
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TEL 376-6351» 376-6352 
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Italian food lovers’ haven marks 


Bernas and Ito Feliciano 


JCDE TERRY, chef Moreno Mattei and Mari de Terry 


Stormie Mills, гор graffiti writer in Aus- SGV'S Manny Reyes 


OPEN TIL 2AA MONDAY TO THURSDAY г/л FRIDAY TO SATURDAY +10 Prà SUNDAY 
233 TOMAS MORATO cort. LOPEZ JR ST, near ABS-CBN Стр, ©. C. 
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DANIELand Pauline Lao, Roselle Allado, eye-catchi 


tralia, worked on a mural that could make 
a graffiti believer even out of Metro Mani- 
la Development Authority Chair Bayani 
Fernando. IVAN Co, designer Mel Orlina, Debbie Co, Tommy T| 

Using his signature monochromatic andDiorCo 
palate, this creative Perth native drew his 
interpretation of the "Trinity" which he 
said was inspired by his "observations on 
Filipinos’ strong religious beliefs.” 

“For a graffiti writer, I don't really paint 
what you would consider happy pic- 
tures,” said Stormie. "I want to capture 
and pay homage to people's struggles and 
the dignity within that.” 

After Stormie put his tag on his mural, 
dekArt and graffiti enthusiasts “bombed” 
(graffiti term for painted) the pristine 
white makeshift wall to their heart's con- чай 
tent, with the music of Nyco Maca, DJ VERONIQUE del Rosario Corpus, Anne Curtis, gorgec] 
Mulan and DJ Ali Nepomuceno blasting Precious Adona, Nikki Bacolod and good-looking P] V 
in the background, palanggas. 

“Combining equal parts of vintage-ath- 
letic cool and haute couture runway style, 
Royal Elastics changed the perception of 
how sneakers were worn by fusing athlet- 
ics and leisure, two previously unassoci- 
ated footwear categories,” said Brad 
Geiser, hotshot director of creatives and 
strategics of GeiserMaclang Communica- 
tions Inc. 

“Now they're doing it again with skate 
decks and works of art.” 

Royal Elastics is a pioneer in the lace- 
less sneakers industry. It’s the shoe of 
choice for many street and graffiti artists 
like SheOne, 7th Letter Grew and Stormie 
Mills. It also has collaborations with the 
Beastie Boys for XLarge and Gwen Stefani 
for L.A.M.B. It is available at SM Mall of 
Asia and TriNoma. For more info, check 
out www.royalelastics.tv. 
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A MERRY НАМ 
and А MERI 
CHRISTMA: 


Itis the merriest time of the year once again and Hanford 
shares and celebrate the Christmas spirit by offering а 
numberof promotions forits loyal customers. Hanford prod 
ucts alone could be enough to have a merry and a comfort 
ing Christmas, but in addition, Hanford had prepared to give 
away special gift items fit for everyone who wants more. 
than just comfort! 

Another good news for customers who purch 
items for a minimum amount of 500 pesos, can avail a limit 
ed edition Hanford Laptop Backpack for only 300 pesos. 
The Hanford Laptop Backpack is hip and cool and espe: 
ly designed for the trendy and modern young professional, 
who is always on the go. This promo is available at selected 
SM Outlets from November and selected Robinson's De: 
partment Stores from December until 
supplies last. 

Meanwhile, Robinson's Depart- 
ment Store outlets customers can р. 
Box It All Up as they purchase any 
regular priced Hanford item. These | 
Hanford Boxes will be useful 
for the yuletide sea- 
son, no тое 
headaches in pack 
ing those gifts up! $ 

Hanford wish- 4 | 
es everyone a & 
merry and com- 
fortable Christ- 
mas! | 

А merry | 
Christmas and a 
merry Hanford 


Hanford 
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LIFESTYLE Magazine's Sari 
and Richard Tiu 


“ 


[^ 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE | 


to everyonelllll d аш 1 
» Ё, || 
КАТ Cruz and Stephen Ки 
^ E 


ILYINQUIRER- — - — —————————— йн irom 


TYLE Mr 


[3th year 


g Katty Qua and Sheree Roxas-Chua Gotuaco 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2007 | Е В 


——— 


LACELESS sneakers 
ficionado Gerard 

Cancio, Jessamym Dy GRAFFITI writer Stormie Mill (third from right) graffiti enthusiasts Steve Locke, Chris 

Са as Brooks, K-Swiss president Gary Parsons, Queenie Tuadles and Gabriele Boschi, Rudy Project 

Кс. representative to the Philippines 


GLAM women Annie Maceda, Shirley 
Syliangco and Sandy Syliangco 
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| ГА client stretches out comfortably on a plush treatment 


ү экенс NEL: 


The Best Discovery 
this Holiday Season: 


|. The Gift of _ 
Effortless Slimming 


‘Theres по need o fee guilty about indulging. If after hé 
holidays you suddenly discover that you've become one 
size too large, don't worry — that's something that Zunic 
‘Slimming and Body Sculpting can fix immediately. In fact, 
Zunic is known to show visible results Їп as ittle as 
45 minutes. 


"What we've done is to bring in the latest technology from 
overseas, and apply It to the problems associated with 
obesity and overeating,” says Roxanne Sarthou, Managing 
Director of the state-of-the-art slimming centers known 
вв Zunic. "We help people lose weight so that they can 
begin exercising if they want to, whether they wish to 
‘modify thelr eating habits or not.” 


Zurlc's Slimming and Body Sculpting Method melts away 
unsightiy body fat without surgery, diet, pils ог exercise 
Weight loss is conducted without the sweating, 
апжећу, and pain associated with traditional methods. 


couch, and fat is literally melted away using the latest 
technology such es light therapy, lasers, and radio frequency 
|- | to non-invasively reach under the skin and dissolve stubborn 

fat deposits. The results are close to instantaneous. 
Visible resuits are evident in the course of a single 
treatment, and can be seen in as little as 45 minutes. 
Up to 24 hours after treatment, fat is excreted through 
normal body functions, with no side effects whatsoever. 


In Japanese, the word Jozu means skilful. As masters of 
their craft, Japanese chefs rely on thelr skit with ingredients 
and thelr kitchen arsenat to win over those who cometo >. 
partake of thelr creations. 


Ard Mee a samurai has his sword, a chefs mast important 
weapon в п knife, Whether winning bates or creating 
{dishes the Japanese have set high standards for thelr blades i 
|, of choice, No knife В exact alike, Just as every samurai 

“| sord Is anè оға kind. And yet no matter how sharp and 
Supple, a sword ога knife Is опу as good as the опе who 
ме. 


|- |- то give ts clients the best possible саге? ыпіс maintains 
a full complement of trained personnel, Pre-treatment 
medical checks are performed by full-talned Program 
Consultants side-by-side with licensed physicians, 
and all treatments are conducted by highly qualified 

| Medical staff. 


| Best of al, Zunic provides results with a minimum of timo The one true Jozu. 


and effort. Zunic clients can waltz right out of their 


treatments and back into thar ives without a pausal 
Discover today what Zunic can do for you, What's more, а 
| response tothe growing demand of is unique simming 8096 Е 
У Beir идер out for ho opening Ө НӨ Ж 8 Я 
(atest Zune branen in Alabang unic © томммомюлев _ § 
Come to Zunic in Макан avenue or in Ted Oa А Ы Ы 
а FREE consultation and get the chance to win Р50,000 H 
оне омат ои pegas urls бай ? OPEN TILL ATA MONDAY то THURSDAY а FRIDAY YO SATURDAY + 
worth оре Simming and body sculpting stimming & body sculpting "n | 233 TOMAS MORATO cor E LOPEZ JR. ST. near ABS-CBN Стра, а. C, 
TEL 376-6351, 376-6352 
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LG Washing Machines take good care 
of your clothes. 
With a special fabric protection system 


that keeps clothes looking fresh and p 
brand-new, wash after wash. 


Reduce anges i Turbo Drum Triple Care System 
б) clothes with ts big + 3.step Wash Protect your cos, 
pulselors plus extra * Money & Time Saving + Automatically remove stains. 
* Tub Cleaning + Antibacteria & sterilization. 


З mini-pulsators, 


Л 


‘WP-1050R 


1 
(| WF-T706ATT 


2. LG Electronics Philippi 
15 F. Legaspi-St, Maybunga Pasig City + Tels. 641-4181 to 85 + Fax 640-0460, 641-9486 + Toll Free No, 1-800-10-6402525 (Free provincial calls) = СІС Hotline (02) 640-2525, 0917-8242525, 0920-9002525 
www.lge.com i 
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LIFESTYLE | 
Shoes and accessories for her 


CHARLES AND KEITH, THE LADIES' SHOES 
and accessories shop, has a Christmas offer. 
Any single receipt purchase worth P3,500 en- 
titles the buyer to either a colorful cosmetics 
pouch, perfect for storing beauty fixes, or a 
shoe keychain. 

The promo is on going until Dec. 31. Charles and Keith. 
is at the Alabang Town Center, Ayala Cebu, Bonifacio 
High Street, Festival Mall, Robinsons Galleria, SM Cebu, 
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REIGN OF 
SHINE. 
Women's 
fashion this 
seasonis all 


about shine. 


SM Megamall and TriNoma. 


and their kitchen arsenal to win over those who come to 
partake of their creations. 


weapon is his knife. Whether winning battles or creating 


| ef choice. No knife Is exactly айке, just аз every samurai » 
‘sword is one of a kind. And yetno mriattér HOW sharp and 
supple, a sword or a knife is only as good as the опе who 
‘wields it. 


The one true Јоду 
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In Japanese, the word Jozu means skifull. As masters of 
} their craft, Japanese chefs rely on their ski with ingredients 


-Temfura— 
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"And lie a samural has his sword, a chefs most important 


dishes, the Japanese have set high standards for thelr blades. 


* 
OPEN FILL 2AA MONDAY TO THURSDAY + (452 FRIDAY TO SATURDAY "10 PM SUNDAY 
233 TOMAS MORATO cor E. LOPEZ JR. ST. near ABS-CBN Стра. ©. С. 
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INTO THE BLUE. Royal 

blue patent leather peep 

toes and matching 

handbag from Charles & 

NS LASTS. Keith 
Uu MG 


CHARLES and Keith promo @ 
entitles buyers to get this 
keychain for free, 


GOLD RUSH. Add a new spin toyourholiday ACCESORIZE. Classic black pumpsand a. 
dressing by adding a bit of gold. cute little carry-all topped off with shades 


Performance Beyond Compare 
THE TESLAR EFFECT 


How does TESLAR technology work? 
+ Two TESLAR chips inside the watch 

inlorcct with Guat quartz watch 
movements о create a told 
of energy 
‘The waich battery generates 
ап Hectic Feld апа tho 


quart: movement coll creates 
а Magnetic Field 


2 The TESLAR chips use these 
two energy fields to create. 
а unique third field - “Testor 
Scalar Fleld" - that pulses 
917-9 limes per second 
0-9 Hera) 

+ 7-9 Herte а he same 
frequency range os the 
Earth's own natural energy 
siate 


7-9 Heriz ls also the samo. 


frequency range as signals 
emitted by the brain when in 


а calm or mediative state or ^ 
"when athletes are in states of high 
perfomance 

‘This natural signal of calm апа 
relanatton (known as the TESLAR Blech) 
travels via ап energy channel staring 
п the Jet wrist through to the rest ot ће 
body's energy field 


Immune cell production increases in presence of the 
TESLAR Нес in laboratory experiment 


Dr Glen Rein, while al Slanford Medical School, showed 
that in ihe presence of TESLAR there was, on average. 
137% enhancement of human immune cell growth (in- 
эшо). А заракие lesi demonslicted Ihat nerve celis (in- 
viho) could inhibi Вой uptake if noradrenalin (а. 
epression-liahting process) by as much as 19.5% in the 
Presence of TESLAR. 


Children wearing TESLAR in a recent pilot study showed 
Improved concentration" 


тп 2001. a 30-day study of 1) children wilh hyperactivity 
Gnd aliention problems was completed In Henderson, 
XY Suderis were euclucied by leachers pilot lo beginning. 
the study and again а! the conclusion. Overall. per 
teachers’ observations, students showed improvements 
In thelr ability to concentrate, play гезресішіу with other 
chidren. relate [о adulis and respect authority, among 
ather indicators 

1 рш sa ESLAR is not көздө o degno oc. өлө or posant 
‘Gay dose Rene carnat ba guano з тамаша waila van 


Tho TESLAR Effect may "help 
‘compensate for some of the 
negative impact of using а 
cell phone" 
1n June 2002, Alternative 
Medicine Magazine 
‘conducted independent 
product testing which 
demonstrated that 
TESLAR may have a 
positive effect on the 
human body in the 
presenco ol a cell phone. 
This text measured Heart 
Rate Vasiabilly (HRV), 
which can be а good 
measurement of a body's 
overall response to external 
stess. This product tesi concluded 
that ihe use of TESLAR "may in 
tact compensate for some ot the 
negative impact о! using a cell 
phone” 


While wearing 
TESLAR, results 
suggest a "stabilizing 
effect" on or even 
"beneficial stimulation" 
of nervous system 
activity. 


їп 2003, Dr. Nylon Eccles, MD, saw similar resulls on 
patients, Dr Eccles HRV tests showed that without TESLAR. 
the nervous system сап become stressed when exposed 
to an energized caliphone, While wearing TESLAR. resuls 
suggest a "stabilizing effect" on or even "beneficial 
simulation" of nervous system activi 


The TESLAR Effect may result in "improved 
cardiovascular fitness" 


їп 2005, а Неси Rate Variability study (Le. Stress Tes!) 
publihad in Explore! Magazine suggests TESLAR wearers, 
may experience а more balanced Autonomic Nervous 
System related fo cardiovascular lines. Measurements 
Suggest atier wearing TESLAR. test subjects experienced 
improved general cardiovascular finess related to (1) 
telaxing the "light or flight" response; (2) increasing. 
"relaxation response", and (3) improving adaptability lo 
external users. 


"When wearing the watch lexperience ~IN 
drastic changes in both my 


performance level 
and energy level.” 


experience 
the world's most personally valuable watch 


evolutionary 


КЕ A 
see aH CY, 


í 


PHILIP STEIN’ 


STESLARS 


learn more at www PhilipSteinTestarcom 
€— — STONES 


pe FRIDAY, 


New dimension 
e-keeping 


in tim 


THE COMPANY THAT WAS 
first to place diamonds on alu- 
minum, igniting the diamond- 
embellished  sports-watch 
trend, Locman Italy, was 
founded by Marco Mantovani 


in 1986. 

The Locman Group repre- 
sents the most important en- 
terprise of the Italian watch- 
making industry, with a lead- 
ing company—Locman S.p. 
The Locman team of profes- 
sionals work together in а 
| d) life of friendship and style 
in Tuscany. They hold 
their office on the island 
of Elba, overlooking the 
+ bay of Campo. 

The Locman Collec- 
tions have displayed 
their renown on the 
wrists of famous 
celebrities such as Elton 
John, Oprah Winfrey, 
Afh Catherine Zeta-Jones, 

Madonna, Michael Jor- 

dan, Brad Pitt, Elizabeth 
' Taylor, Sharon Stone, Bar- 
bara Walters and Janet Jack- 
son. 
Locman timepieces have also 
been donned by sports icons 
such as David Beckham and Ju- 
ventus head coach Fabio Capel- 
lo. 
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introduced the world to a whole 
new dimension of time-keep- 
ing. 

Locman is available at Rafael 
Jewellery, 2/1. Edsa Shangri-La 


In 2002, then Italian 
prime minister Silvio 
Berlusconi gifted Locman 
watches to the delegates of the 
Nato-Russia Summit in Rome. 


(9277620); My Tempo, 2/8; 
Robinsons Place Manila? 
(5675209); My Diamond, 2/Р, 
Glorietta 4 (7571086); МУ. 
mond UG, Gateway Mal: 

With its elegant designs and Plaza Mall (tel. 6363398); My (9124013). Visit wwwlocés 
аз modern features; Locman has Tempo UG, SM North Edsa тап.їїогсай6873172. 2 
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Е season's greetings from 


“TAAL VISTA HOT 


эй» "i 
Step into the wonderful world of ** 
Christmas and savor the holiday buffets at 


cafe-on-the-ridge, dine on the finest 

steaks at Season's and have a Festive 
| Saturday Barbecue at the Taal Vista 

Ridge. 

Join exciting Yuletide activities* 


like Santa's Corner, Paskong Palaro, 
Joyful Carols and Light Up a Tree. 


жоп scheduled days only 


= 


Call (632) 751.3088 to 89 / 812.5173 / (6346) 413.1000 / 0929.5154974 
Log on to www.ftaalvistahotel.com or e-mail taalvista@fuegohotels.com Y 
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ou want for Christmas, we deliver with Sun 24/7." 


: "With over 650 branches nationwide, LBC found a reliable, cost-efficient and convenient communications partner in Sun." 


Chris Guidotti, VP Procurement 
connected all its branches with Sun's 24/7 Call & Text Unliinited ; 


LBC -"Ang Hari ng Padala”, gets even busier this Christmas season 
to make sure higher volumes of deliveries are made on time, all the 
time. With over 650 branches nationwide, and offices in Asia, the US 
and Canada, LBC gets ready to meet the Pinoy holiday rush with its 
fast-moving and cut-rate delivery service—with a lot of help coming 
from its communications partner, Sun Cellular. 


“Suri provides reliable and on-spot communication service that is 
essential to our operations, while helping us keep our costs 
| significantly down," says Chris. It is so cost effective that LBC has 


Every year, Sun plows in Р11 biljon to increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. 


service. As a result, coordination between the head office and 
the branches is so much faster and clearer especially since calls 
can be made to all branches without them worrying about the costs. 


LBC and Sun are definitely in touch with Filipinos everywhere 
because Sun delivers communications 
fit for a king. That's why "basta LBC, 
makakarating!" 


CELLULAR 


знатоку Hotline: 395-8000 
| Better network, better value. 


is D ise men shop ћете", 


MasterCard. 
credit cards. 

now accepted 

at all tiangge stalls. 


Searching for that perfect gift for that special someone? 
Take a ride lo GSC where everything from jewelry to furniture 
to unique home decors are at bargain prices! Great holiday finds 
are endless in over 2000 stalls sa Greenhills Christmas Bangke! 
at pwede pang mag shop 'lil sawa sa Greenhills Night Market! 
his Christmas, all roads lead to Greenhills Shopping Center 


Fair 
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LIZ ю SPENDING 


TEARS OF 109, 
CHRISTMAS PAY 


CET PERDRE 
d d 
MAGALIT! 


HINDI AKO 
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M y BY JERRY SCOTT 
LEPE COMES THE ANNUAL PITCH rog №9 умом. 
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AKO; GINIPIT AKO 
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1м JEALOUS? 
MASANG AKONG 
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UMAALIS Ako" 
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See, I teLD Чоу 
Wegoy. I'M Net 
А Poe. 


CARE 


CHRIStMAS. I 


[= CANNet HAVEA Poetic | 


How to WRite ABout Love, 
CoMPASSIoN , SHARING 


So Let's Just Be 
TRADItioNAL ABovt 
CHRISTMAS THIS 


UNE BAHAY AT LIPA КА 
РАИ mo, KAY, Si 
CLPS > 


бон+ KNoW BINAY МА Кшм 
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ACROSS 
1 Black Sea port 
5 7 Gratis 

Ў 11 Korean car 

Я make 

Д 14 Direct sales 

{1 18 Dynamic 

AQ leader? 

5$ 16 CBS rival 

Ў 17 Recognized 
@ retailers? 

#4 19 Neighbor of 
БИА 

{3 20 Vends anew 
2 21 "The African 
@ Queen" 
screenwriter 
22 Lap dogs, for. 
3 short 


26 Glenn and 
Lennon 


30 Late starter? 
31 Wharf. 
2 Remains 
stationary, asea 
5 Ran into 
I6 Ship letters 
7 Wire measure 
8 Singing syllable. 
39 Earth, for one. 
41 Rivers of Spain 
42 Island near 
Naxos 
3: 43 Most inferior 
45 606 
46 Singer Frankie 
48 _ "King" Cole 
1 49 Kin of cods 
: 50 Pay to play 
51 Finger pointer 
53 Cavity 
54 Selecting 
sweaters? 
58 Emigrants 
subj 
во Centerward 
1 80 Kind of monkey 
1,61 Peggy or Pinky 
162 Bucks, perhaps 
63 Willams of 
tennis 


amen 
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1 1 Мок planet 
11-2 Cave dweling 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're very physical in your approach to ite. You're 


"РГЕ"? dii Ji xd mI dramatic. You see things in black-and-white terms. In particular, you 
- fave a great sense of timing, especialy when using silence. You're very 
m ы ы private: and others are quick to sense this. When you choose to be 50, 
| а т Youre disarmingly charming. In the year ahead, you wil study or learn 
Something important 
T x Birthdate of: Kiefer Sutherland, actor; Samuel L Jackson, actor; Ray Ro- 
mano, comedian LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
7 > g ARIES (March 21 to Oct. 22): Discussions 
E у 2 ВЕ April 19): For the next wet parents and fam- 
7 Эх weeks, bosses dy members are im- 
= Б = parents and authority portant п the next 
figures wit noice you more than few weeks. In tact. home and do- 
E 3 = usual. You can count on tris. (Fear mestc matters wil be your prima- 
not—they're impressed.) ту focus. Entertaining at home will 
5 = please you. 
|_| TAURUS (April 20 to 
лы S May 20): Try to do SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
something that's а Now. 21): The tempo 
~ break from your daily of your days В sun- 
E — routine during те ing to accelerate, Ex 
next few weeks. You need adven- pect 10 be busy in the next few 
- = ше оез with short ris, buying and 
Seng, creased reading. тїр 
т т GEMINI (May 21 to range aninga d 
duse 2; im тє 210500000. аз te орет 
By Robert Н. Wolfe 12/2107 — egal] SAGTIMMS (и 
/oodmere, NY = == 
about practical everyting in ot of right, money- 
з Summer at the. Dort worry about tis. Ks just $ NN making вые now. 
Sorbonne something happening in the stars. Some of tese idezs 
4 Seinad could definitely pay ой in the next 
5 Facets CANCER (June 21 0 few weeks 
8 Some beers July 22}: Today the 1221 
7 Mistaken beliet Sun moves opposite CAPRICORN (0.22 Difficulty Level ЖЖ 
8 One who your sign Tor the next to Jan. 19): Today the 
staggers to wens You mig e brea Sun enters yout 508, 
9 Goois Something to а satstying closure recharging your bat s 
10 Goddess of the. However, be careful, because teries for the rest of HOW ТО PLAY Answer to previous puzzle 
Dawn someone could oppose you: theyear nado you sas wil GU) POKU 
11 Lance? tract opportunities and people о > 41811 9 41716 5 
12 "Hooda Gabler LEO (luly 23 10 Aan, You now and for he па Tour | Ба 
э» fave a топо dem "808 Fill the grid so that every 5 | 
pets to get better orga- ‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 200 column, every row and ever 1 83} 
18 Trojan С; A r 
riis epic nize. the next few weeks, get Feb. 18): Ту to find 3x3 box contains the digits 6 78 
Dou town to i Buy shelving, fe toid- lime for some quiet 1109 i 
22 Groom oneselt өз, cleaning equipment їлп in me ned . 7 92| 
$s See rant Daft whatever I tales 10 боа month Thsisthebest Tips and program at ee 
24 Те somewhat? ооой job. time ali year for you to thinkabout  www.sudoku.com gs 
26 Holding celis 40 Naryaone 51 First name of vimeo (ug. 23 to PON YOU Want your year to untold. 2:6 
28 Oxdizes 41 Спетору, ag. _ 49D Sept. 22: You're PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
39 Pecks 44 Swloacion 52 Genlemen r ЕА Maren 20) Your pop- EA 
creator 45 More gloomy 54 Josh B за finatious. in riy rating is rising. 5.9 
S MO KR i Ld 55 = ке. fact, in the next few Accept all invitations. um 
roasur s iud weeks, your main goal is simply to Enjoy the company of 
quantity ат Flavoring seed 56 Churchseter Remi i ama ona vani otters. Takin venie abes pour 
34 Mirage Image 49 "Wag the Dog" 57 Young womens ^ youcan long-term plans and goals for the 
37 Get teary co-star [^3 future 
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CHOCOLATE brown and black lurex 
sweater, rust cable knit sweater, fur 


e 


TAKE DECEMBER WEAR 
to new heights. with the 
new fall-winter collection 
from Giordano, made 
from organic materials 
designed to evoke rustic 
charm and bring one back 
to the days of durable and 
weathered fashion. 

The new collection was 
launched via a fashion show at 
the Music Hall of the sprawling 
SM Mall of Asia recently. Titled 
Beyond Basic, the fashion show 
was directed by Audie Espino of 
Runway Productions. 

The new collection is now 
available at all Giordano stores 
їп а wide variety of colors, from 


trimmed/detachable jacket, skinny fit denim 


PLAID crinkled shirt, chocolate 


hooded jacket with fur lining, 
straight fit denim jeans 


аон DD 


| LIFESTYLE 
eyond the basics 


the blacks, grays, and whites 
that have come to characterize 
the classic color palette of Gior- 
dano to the new selection of 
rustic colors for 2007 fall-win- 
ter. These homey colors include 
amphora, which infuses the col- 
lection with several refreshing 
shades of green; bistre, which 
enhances the classic Giordano 
hues with subtle hints of earthy 
brown; and rust, which flushes 
with hints of deep brownish 
red, 

Expect cozier, warmer winter 
days as well, as Giordano high- 
lights the finest quality cotton 
that goes into the production of 
its shirts and polos and the 
rough organic fibers that char- 
acterize its pants and jackets, 


Face 


Und 


siyish peop 
мв that the rest of Ask 
d soon 


rong the most 


in те world, creating fashion 


fotow. No 


Adorably unique 
this FOCE watch ce 


п yie: 
and made of inher of ре 

to women donning FOCE we 
Фо fashionable,” This 
revocable 


Fo 


suillable for women wath a keen e 
and sophistication. Each has b 
wb every 

‘designed and 


crated, 


Tels even adorned with crystal 
dias, As many 
“shes 


ашп d wu 


Tor style 
finely 
eta meticulously 
/^dered to perfection 


persi 


i ете 4 — M 


GREY cotton ribbed tank,black cropped STRIPE long sleeves stretch tee, black peacoat, 
sweater with satin bow, bootcut de dark wash skinny denim 


BROWN turtle neck sweater, 
chocolate corduroy blazer, men's 
cargo pants 


BOSS 


Experience a fairytale Christmas in the Tropics 


This year's most magical Christmas Light-Up in the world promises to be 
a truly grand affair, with Orchard Road and Marina Bay decked in glittering red, 
white and gold. Fora one-of-a-kind visual treat, hop aboard our special open- 
top bus for a 30-minute tour of the Christmas Light-Up and trace the steps of 
Prince Noels search for his Princess Ballerina bride through stunning chandeliers, 
an enchanted harp and even a magical carousel! 


Complimentary tickets for tourists are available at Singapore Visitors Centres 
at Changi Airport and Orchard Road as well as óther selected distribution points. 


Shop. Eat. Chill. 
Till late on Orchard Road every Saturday night, great late night shopping, 
dining and entertainment experiences will keep you awake. Look out 
for great deals and interesting activities at participating malls which will be 
open till 11pm on Saturdays. Extended shopping hours at selected malls 
during the festive period: В 

® Central: 22 Dec till Lam. 

ө Marina Square: 8 & 22 Dec till 12 midnight. - 

Tangs @ Orchard: 14 & 15 Dec, 21, 22 & 23 Dec till 12 midnight 
€ VivoCity: 1, 8, 15 & 22 Dec till 12 midnight 
• Wisma Atria: 14 & 15 Dec, 21, 22 & 23 Dec till 11pm 


One more blast before the New Year 
Tourists can look forward to attractive Year-End Post-Christmas Day Sales 
at participating shopping malls along Orchard Road from Dec 26, 2007. 


50 book your tickets now with your favorite travel agent for an 


3t 
unforgettable holiday season in Singapore! 2 


For mére information, loq on to vitingapore «оту? 
‘Terme and соболь эр; 


Sing 
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LIFESTYLE - me 
Live, love, 


S D arkl e 
омвцЕ# 
HE LATEST COLLECTION FROM yellowdress 
Human sparkles with funky mini wornwitha 
dresses, graphic sports zip-up jack- printed $ 
ets, jumper suits with added nautical feel of greenand 3, 
blue on white stripes and twists in graphics. White jacket 
‘The fun prints, bright sparkling details and and tights. 
sexy silhouettes add flair to collared shirts 
and shorts for men and skirts and jackets for 
women. 
Luis Manzano and Isabelle Daza don the 
new pieces with stellar style. 
As busy celebrities, this duo's lifestyle 
finds favor in Human's funky pieces that al- 
low them to go about their hectic days with 
ease and style. They live life with much gus- 
LUIS Manzano dons а maroon button down top over a cotton shirt and denims, while Веће to, and love what they do. They are proud of 
sports a flannel vest over | printed pink tee and дели who they are, and are not afraid to show it. 


Visit Human at the following branches, 
namely: Alabang Town Center, Alimall, 
Glorietta, Robinsons Galleria, Shangri-la 
Plaza Mall, SM Bacolod, SM Bacoor, SM Ce- 
bu, SM Mall of Asia, SM Baguio, SM Das- 
mariñas, SM Davao, SM Bacolod, SM 
Fairview, SM Iloilo, SM Lipa, SM Mall of 
Asia, SM Manila, SM Megamall, SM 
Muntinlupa, SM North Edsa, SM Pampan- 
ga, SM San Lazaro, SM Southmall, SM San- 
ta Rosa, SM Sucat, 

Sta. Lucia Metro East and TriNoma Mall. 


———— Ó 


| 


' GREEN flannel button-down shirt 
‘complemented with stonewashed denims 


ЛАЗНЕ 


АА 


| STRIPED suspender shorts and а polka dot 
and striped tee. 
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For feedback, omal 


Inquirer Ме namefage/city/me $ 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Lancóme's Precious Light collection 

has raised the bar with its wonderful ^ gi Francisco- 

diamond gloss that bathes the user's Prieto — . 

lips with glam sparkle сое 


Gloss 


It's gotta be 


2 


f 
1 


HIS SEASON, EVERYTHING IS 
|| glow. And why not? The spirit 
of giving has once again illumi- 
mated the streets, ho 
hearts, Even the fabrics have luster, and 
colors this season are all jewel-toned. 
Many beauty products are also pack- 
aged in gold or silver, Lancome’s Pre- 


that bathes the. lips with shine 
and sparkle. 
Created by Karim Rahman, the Pre- 
cious Light collection captures the 
оп by mixing silver 
mirror effects 
shade. Very glamorous, but without 
taking away the playfulness and fun 
the Christmas Season brin 
Tm not choosy with gifts 1 receive 
during Christmas. Everything puts 
smile on my face, but I know that 
get a Precious Carat Diamond Kiss, the 
star of the Precious Light collection, I 
smile from ear to ear for weeks! 
Every girl will understand me once 
sees the Precious Carat Diamond 
diamonds are a girl's best 
jend, but for me, just the packaging 
1 do. Frankly, Ldorrt think iis fair to 


inite must-have. I think ГИ get one for 
myself and give one to my best friend. 
‘Atrue jewel, Precious Carat is the re- 
sult of a perfect alliance between Lan- 
cóme and Swarovski. 
ystallized Swarovski elements are 


unique colon baptized 

Splendor,” dresses lips with 

delicate, transforming shimmers. 
Worn alone, its melt-in texture and 
transparency ensures make-up result 
with natural shine. When combined 
with an intense shade of lipstick, it 
adorns lips with simply sumptuous 
shine. 

Playing on women's eternal passion 
for diamonds, French designer Alexi 
Mabille has created a beauty gem with 
breathtaking sparkle, cut like a soli- 
taire, a unique jewel to slip into your 
handbag. It's a taste of sheer luxury 
that only Swarovski can inspire, 


For the complexion 

The blusher houses a magnificent 
Lancóme rose blooming within the 
powder, which has been pressed using 
a unique procedure that keeps its color 
right up to the last brush stroke. 

With fuchsia, red coral and threads 
of silver surrounding the flower, Blush 
Subtil gives a rosy complexion, lights 
up the face and illuminates cheeks 
with freshness. 


For the eyes 
Ombre Eclair is a new eyeshadow 
crayon with an innovative texture de- 


77-777 


OUR DELIVERY HOTLINE, 
И ate, i's FREE ЧЫ 


BLUSH Subtil 
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ARIONNAUD 


Gift Packs 

bring together 
beauty products and ac- 
cessories from some of 
the world’s best niche 
beauty brands all in one 
delightful package. 

The package includes nail 
care brand Christina Fitzger- 
ald from Australia, France's 
Christian Breton and his cos- 
metics line, and Denmark's 
Allison for skin care. Some 
gift packs also include the fa- 
mous Marionnaud Express 
Manicure treat. 

Marionnaud is located at 
the 2/L of the Main Mall of 
the SM Mall of Asia. 


MARIONNAUD gift packs include nail care brand Christina Fitzgerald from Australia, France's 
Christian Breton and his cosmetics line, and Denmark's Allison for skin care. 


Shades of Warhol 


HEALTHY OPTIONS, THELEAD- 
ing one-stop shop for natural 
goods in the country, has opted to 
use Andy Warhol's pop art as 
takeoff point for its multi-colored 
gift boxes and bags for the holi- 
days and beyond. 

The Healthy Options pop art 
gift boxes are nice to give and 
nice to receive, more so when 
brimming with must-buy natu- 
ral foods, supplement items, 
and personal care products for- 
mulated from natural ingredi- 
ents. Single pop art wine bags 
also come with the customers 
choice of organic wines or non- 
alcoholic beverages available at 
Healthy Options. 

Individuals with special di- 
etary requirements may also 
opt for sugar-free cookies, pas- 
ta, multivitamins, energy drink, 
and other good buys. 

Andy Warhol, who inspired 
the gift boxes, is credited for his 
brightly colored and multiple 
images of Campbell Soup cans 
and other international labels 
and popular consumer brand 


names. 


Г Чей 


| 
Mos 
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In the 1960s, Warhold did 
portraits of the rich and fa- 
mous. He is well-remembered 
for his pop art silk screens and 
painted portraits of such per- 
sonalities as Marilyn Monroe, 
Elvis Presley, and James Dean. 
In 1969, he created “Interview” 
magazine and placed on its 
covers numerous well-known 
personalities. 

Celebrate the season the fun 
and retro way, with Andy 
Warhol-inspired gift boxes from 
Healthy Options. Or you may 
encourage friends and family to 


У anl 


try the healthy lifestyle by giv- 
ing them practical Healthy Op- 
tions gift cards in P200, P500 
and P1,000 denominations. 
‘These allow the recipients to 
choose just what they want at 
Healthy Options, the leading 
‘one-stop shop for natural prod- 
ucts in the Philippines. 

Stores are located at major 
malls. Opening before the year 
ends is a branch at the new up- 
scale wing in SM City Cebu 
called “The North.” Visit the 
Healthy Options website at 
www.healthyoptions.com.ph. 


PREVAGE ANTI-AGING TREAT- 
ment is a dermatology-inspired 
formula that protects and re- 
stores skin. It is the result of an 


exclusive collaboration be- 
tween Elizabeth Arden, a lead- 
ing prestige cosmetics company, 
and Allergan, one of the fore- 
most specialty pharmaceutical 
companies. 

Formulated by a team of der- 
matological scientists and cos- 
metic chemists, this revolution- 
ary new anti-aging break- 
through alters the chain reac- 
tion that can result in skin that 
looks prematurely aged. It con- 
tains Idebenone, an antioxidant 
with powerful protective and 
revitalizing effects. 

In clinical tests with Prevage 
anti-aging treatment, subjects 
with moderate and severe sun 
damage exhibited significant 
improvement in their appear- 
ance. Skin looked firmer and 
less lined, the appearance of 
dark spots and discolorations 
was diminished and skin looked 
smooth-textured and more ra- 
diant. 

The key ingredient in Pre- 
vage is Idebenone, one of the 
most potent and effective an- 
tioxidants on the market today. 


. This orange powder, originally 


used in the medical field, has 
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PREVAGE Mili Treatment 


been shown to have enormous 
potential in skincare. 

‘The power of Prevage comes 
to eyes with Prevage Eye anti- 
aging moisturizing treatment, a 
new cosmeceutical formula 
from Elizabeth Arden and Aller- 
gan. This new total eyecare 
treatment with I-Seryl Complex 
brings skin around the eye area. 


НОВ ан тезу ОН 


the proven antioxidant capabil- 
ities of Idebenone and a blend 
of advanced ingredients that 
take on puffiness, dark circles, 
crow's feet and other eyecare 
concerns. 

LSery| Complex delivers a 
multi-dimensional blend of ad- 
vanced ingredients that address 
the special needs of the eye 
area. 

* Peptides target crow's feet 
and help maintain optimum 
natural collagen levels to pro- 
mote firmness. 

© Algae extract helps smooth 
the look of fine lines and wrin- 
Мез and give eyes a more lifted 
appearance. 

© Haloxyl works to brighten, 
tighten and tone the appear- 
ance of skin in the eye area to 
visibly minimize dark circles 
and puffiness. 

In addition to I-Seryl Com- 
plex, Green Tea Extract works 
with Idebenone and helps to 
neutralize free radicals that can 
cause premature aging of the 
skin. Advanced moisturizers hy- 
drate and smooth to give eyes a 
smooth, refreshed look. 

Prevage Eye anti-aging mois- 
turizing treatment is available 
at Rustan’s Makati, Rustan's 
Shangri-La and Rustan's Ala- 
bang. 


THE JERGENS® ‘SKINCARE 
experts unveil the latest in 
modern’ skin care—the new 
spill-proof 25-ml bottle—via a 
| 80-second advertising spot. It 
| features the new moisturizer 
format that was developed to 
address the clamor by wom- 
en-on-the-go for handy pack- 
aging minus infuriating spills 
from lotion in sachets. 

Skin care savvy ladies know 
that skin hydration is needed 
! throughout the day especially 
| since hand washing and expo- 

sure to heat and air-condition- 


| furizes, lost lipids are replen- 
ished. But e same ома NI 


are often lured into using lo- 
tion in sachets, unfortunately, 
mega-messes occur all the 
time. These horrifying lotion 
leak experiences were ad- 
dressed by the Jergens skin 
care experts with a packaging 
innovation. 

‘The new Jergens Moisturizer 
spill-proof 25ml bottle answers 
not just size and convenience 
issues, but especially skin care 
specific as it comes in three 
variants. The ‘classic Jergens 
Original Scent Cherry-Almond 
Moisturizer provides hydration: 
for 24-hours of silky smooth, 
nice-smelling: skin. The skin's 
roughest spots are restored and 
its moisture content is tripled 


through regular application of ; 
Jergens Ultra Healing Extra Dry || 
Skin Moisturizer. With Jergens $ 
Age Defying Multi-Vitamin `} 
Moisturizer that contains Vita- | 
mins A, E, and C, skin elasticity 

is improved, delaying the signs | 
of skin aging. These formula- | 
tions are a great help to calm , 
areas that are most prone to | 
dryness and roughness: the ' 
hands, arms,-knees, legs and 


proof 25ml bottle allows no- 
mess skin hydration anytime, 
anywhere. Now available in ` 
supermarkets, drug stores and 
health and beauty stores na- | 


heels. 
Jergens Moisturizer spill- | 


tionwide. 


LOCATED IN ORTIGAS CENTER. 
in Pasig City, La Estetica is a chic 
and private aesthetic center ded- 
icated to offering the best beauty 
services to select clients. It offers 
а complete scope of health care 
services for the skin, hair and 
nails, with emphasis on body 
and facial cosmetic surgery. 

The clinic has a pool of high- 
ly-competent board-certified 
cosmetic surgeons who con- 
stantly undergo continuous ed- 
ucation to expand their knowl- 
edge and develop their exper- 
tise. Heading the team is Dr. Al- 
mond L. Derla, 1а Estetica's 
CEO and medical director who 
isa specialist in clinical and cos- 
metic dermatology. 

Dr. Derla was the recipient of 
the prestigious 2007 Asia-Pacif- 
ic Excellence Young Profession- 
al Award for Medicine and Al- 
lied Sciences by the Asia Pacific 
Excellence Awards. 

Complementing the experi- 
enced medical practitioners are 
the supporting staff, which are 
highly-skilled and well-trained 
to provide patients with the best 
care they deserve. 

Bigger and better, La Estetica 
offers its clients an array of 
safe, minimally invasive, non- 
surgical and surgical proce- 
dures, all of them outpatient in 
nature, allowing client to recu- 
perate in the comfort of their 
home. 

Among the cosmetic proce- 
dures offered at La Estetica аге 
позе lift, eyebag removal, slit 
eye, facelift, liposuction, tum- 
my tuck, dimple creation, pe- 
nile enlargement, chin augmen- 
tation, bust lift, butt lift, and 
hair transplant. 

Other familiar skin care 
methodologies available are 
intensive skin analysis, facials 
utilizing state-of-the-art ma- 
chines without pricking, large 
pores treatment, ultrasonic 
facials, facials with state-of- 
the-art toning device, dia- 
mond peeling, dermabrasion, 
chemical peels, plus the pain- 
less removal of warts, syringo- 
ma, milia and mole using a 
needle-type, minimally inva- 


asis yf bag Шу 


and 
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wellness 


DR. ALMOND L. Рена, La Estetica CEO and medical director 


sive Hyfrecator machine to 
avoid scarring. 

La Estetica extensively uses 
the new generation intense 
pulse light device (IPL) called 
"Cold IPL,” a pain-free machine 
designed to eliminate sun spots, 
blemishes, age spots and melas- 
ma. Cold IPL is an excellent tool 
for hair removal, facial rejuve- 
nation and facial tightening and 
treatment for acne. 

New procedures include frac- 


signed for practi- gives 
cal, rapid applica- 

tion and intense, 
luminous and so- 
phisticated те- 
sults. 

Three — strong 
colors—silver, 
green and 
Tose—bring to 
mind precious 
stones. Soft and 
smooth, their tex- 
ture ensures easy 
application and 


stunning, 


resonate 
thousand 
sparkling 
that 


eyelids a 
vinyl shine. 
For the lips 


Sparkling, shim- 
mering and simply 


or Fever 
shades make lips 


metamor- 
phose into micro- 
sequins on appli- 
cation. The result: 


tionalized skin needling for ac- 
ne scars, which shows impres- 
sive results, and standard ma- 
chines include the carboxyther- 
apy machine, mesolipo, meso- 
fat, lipodissolve, and radio fre- 
quency. 

La Estetica is at Megaplaza 
Building, ADB Ave., corner Gar- 
net Road, Ortigas Center in 
Pasig City. Call 6877857 or 
9140860, or visit www.laesteti- 
cainternational.com. 


the Col- 
Gloss 


with a 


зана and shim- 


" 
mering make-up, 
with all the trans- 
parency of crystal. 


CHRISTMAS IS ONE OF THE 
busiest times of the year. 

Just thinking about the endless 
Christmas chores and errands can 
cause stress and make you feel like 
you cannot wait until the holiday is 
over. 

Do not let this happen to you. 
Take a break, de-stress and pamper 
yourself at The Spa. 

Forthe holiday season, The Spa is 
introducing a new treatment pack- 
age called Earthly Passion. It begins 
‘with the Honey Body Polish that ex- 
foliates to slough off dead skin 
cells. 

Hydration then follows, a warm 
bath with all-natural ingredients 
like pure honey and milk. 

The Executive Aromatherapy 
massage is a gentle soothing mas- 
sage using aromatic essential oils 
designed to achieve equilibrium 
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roduces the Earthly 
Passion packages this holiday season. 


THE SP, 


Volcanic Rock massage uses hot 
basalt stones for to relieve aching 
muscles and to induce deep relax- 
ation. 

The Spa's Coffee Rub is a healing, 
soothing and revitalizing treat- 
ment. It uses coffee as a gentle yet 
stimulating exfoliant. The treat- 
ment is capped by the unique Vichy 
Shower for a soft and silky feeling. 


LIFESTYLE 
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With a full body massage, the result 
is complete revitalizing experience. 

For totally calming experience, = 
there is the Javanese Royal Bath 
that begins with a soothing mas- 
заде followed by a Lulur scrub, an 
exfoliating clay with unique cleans- 
ing properties. A cool slathering of 
milk calms and nourishes the skin. 
A floral bath completes the experi- 
ence. 

The Spa also has gift bundles, a 
set of products from Babor, Phy- 
tomer, Decleor and The Natural 
Source. A price-off voucher comes 
with each gift bundle. 

The Spa has branches in Acropo- 
lis (tel. 6422848); Alabang 
(8503490); Bel-Air (8955858); 
Greenbelt (8401325) and The Podi- 
um (6388388). New branches are 
opening soon in The Fort and TriNo- 
ma. Visit www.thespa.com.ph. 
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“Ata GRAVITY DEFYER 
wer | 


+ Immediately mates you 2 inches higher. 
* Jumo higher ond walk foster 


+ Softer than rübberihoes. 
| 
* Ease joint роп and pressure on your ЖӨ 


+ Scientinically constucted win 3hidden 0 
1/8 Inch shock under the heal that 
releases ts reciprocating resistance power 
each time you step. 


+ As your weight changes to the Бой of 
your feet, the hidden shock absorber 


and improve mental 


generates pressure pushing your body 


and physical health. 
The Earthly Pas- 
sion package comes 
with either a Fango 
Mud Facial that uses 
mineral-enriched 
mud from Tuscany's 
volcanic hills that 
leave skin hydrated, 
firmer and invigo- 
rated; or the Moor 
Spa Facial with in- 


So how do you get ай this just from a shoe? 


Wear Gravity Defyer shoes and relieve your feet, ankles, knees, hips, and spine and give your 
whole body a break from the pressures of your daily Ме. Gain the confidence that comes with 
‘exemplary posture and added height without appearing like you are wearing platform shoes. 


it started with the research of rubber for the construction and automobile industries. Scientists 
investigating shocks absorption for buildings during earthquakes discovered a special polymer 
that was both lightweight and absorbed shock and vibration. This material lead to the revolutionary 
material used in the Catapult MMXT3 Gravity Defying Shoe. The researchers and the engineers 
behind the Gravity Defying Shoe surprised the entire industry when they launched the first of its 
kind energy reciprocating shock-absorbing sole in a dress shoe. 


ar upward, 
рае * Other colors ond models available 


1 What is in the Gravity Defyer shoe? i z 

gredients thatpurify | twas aclentifcaly constructed witha hidden t/8nch shock under the hee! that releases is | Г Relieve your feet, ankles, 

the skin and pores, | reciprocating resistance power each time you step. As your weight changes to the balls of your | | rf 5 ч 

reduce wrinkles, | feet, the hidden shock absorber generates pressure pushing your body upward. This mechanism knees, hips, and spine by 5 

and rejuvenate the | gives you the feeling of jumping each time you step with the Gravity Defyer Shoe. | | X 2 xe- 1 

complexion. wearing Gravity Defyer Shoes. ENS. 
Every Earthly Pas- | Appear Nearly 2° Ung З ае Star Paper 4 

When wearing Gravity Defyer Shoes you will instantly gain two inches of height without looking Corporation. 

sion package comes | ike you are wearing platform or elevator shoes. This fs because of elegant design of the Sole Ромеу скорост 

with оле free Kangaroo inside the sole and not on the bottom of the shoe. — 

A ee таа ee ШИГЕ 2/F Entertainment Mall, SM Mall of Asia 

until Dec. 31. The insole, тка зо, and arch part of the багам!у Defyer shoes gives your foot and ankle the (114 Tel. No.: 364.60.41 loc. 419 and 422 


The Spa has other 
best-selling pamper- 
ing treatments. The 


proper support to align all the joints of your legs. This support of leads straight into your hip and 
spine, comforting your torso and easing the pressure on your entire body. There is also a magnetic. 
disc directly below the heel that promotes blood circulation. 


Mobile No.:0906.587.5336 


A Christmas gift idea 
that’s just write. 


Maybe you're trying to таке а good impression 
on certain people, and you're stuck trying to find 
Christmas presents that are neither too personal 
nor devoid of personality. Or perhaps you're just 
torn between fruitcake that nobody ever eats and 
picture frames that nobody ever finds amusing. 
Either way, you could use a little help 
with your choices. 


But fear not—even as you rack your brain trying 
to come up with your Christmas list, the answer 
could well be right there in your hand: a pen! 


Think about it. Pretty much everybody uses pens, 
and we all use them generally in the 
same way—techies and technophobes alike. 
It's an easy purchase, too. No need to fuss about 
details like waistlines, shoe sizes, musical 
preferences, possible allergies... 


And if you worry about it being too impersonal or 
boring, then you probably haven't seen Parker's 
wide range of pens. With so many models and 
designs to choose from, there's one to please 
everyone on your list—from the most preppy of 
your co-workers to the biggest jock in your gang. 
Of course, you can pick one out for yourself too, 
for that "from-me-to-me" gift that you so rightfully 
deserve. And since it's a Parker, it's sure to write | 
smoothly and reliably, no matter which 
design you choose. 


And because you ean buy gifts for a bunch of 
your friends in one fell swoop, it even spares 
you the Christmas rush! Parker pens are available 
in selected National Bookstore, SM, and 
Landmark branches. 


(Oh, and—just think of how much you'll save 
on gift wrapping.) 


The write gift 
this Christmas 


ОРРАВКЕ R 


Where will you take me? 


www.parkerpen.com 


Exclusively distributed by. Т Star Paper Corporation 
Visit us at National Bookstore, SM Department Store, Landmark and other leading outlets. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


LirESTYLE BE y | ] I Y E 3 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2007 


en 
Ach 
р 


As 


© 


OME BRIDES BLOOM АМО Skin-wise, I found I had two holes on the 

lose weigħt without even try- rightside of my face, courtesy of cystic acne. 

that no amount of skincare and exfoliation 

could stop from breaking. I had the deep le- 

sions injected holes 
would deflate. 

Dark marks from late 
October's wart cautery 
were still there as well. 
There is so much work to CLEANSESmartDay wouldn't be distracted). 
do that there literally is and Night Cleansing : 
mo time for treatments program Skin marks 


ing, but not in my case! My 
last — gown-fitting 
saw me bawling out 
in tears. Stress had 
caused. me to gain MAKEOVER 
weight since the first 
fitting so my gown 911 
did not zip up above 


Kinny Salas 


the waist. My lower НЕ 
stomach had that Му solution: 1 escaped 
pooch and my back fat was over- to Hong Kong for a full week with products 
flowing like lava from a volcano. !?road-test(idid not activate roaming so T 


share 
cool & clean: 


Green Tea 


From the first week of December, our calendar starts to be booked with one Christmas party after the other. And usually 
this means sharing deliciously rich feasts with friends and family. K's hard to stay healthy when there's just so much 
fabulous food tempting you. At least make sure you drink something that's good for you! 


Make C2 Green Tea your Christmas drink. Delicately brewed from natural green tea leaves and bottled on the same day, 
C2 has the wonderful flavor of real green tea with ай Its healthy goodness. Green tea helps reduce the risk of heart 
problems and lowers high blood pressure. Instead of absorbing the cholesterol, green tea prompts the body to increase 
the amount of fat it releases. In a way, it helps undo all the effects of that holiday ham and other sinful dishes you're sure 
to be indulging int 


Be a good host and serve C2 Green Tea to your guests too! C2 has a great variety of flavors that caters to different 
tastes: green tea plain, lemon, apple, peach, strawberry, forest fruits, kiwi and lychee. You can offer individual servings 
with the 350 ті. and 500 mL bottles. For (ће low-calorie and sugar-free Christmas fix, try the C2 Lite variants of apple, 
lemon and green tea plain. For the numerous gatherings and parties, C2 Liter is perfect for sharing! 


їп the true spirit of Christmas, part of every purchase of C2 bought from December 8 to 22 in Robinson's Cebu, 
Galleria and Ermita, Market! Market!, Tléndesitas, Alabang Town Center, Trinoma and Foodparks (Enterprise, КС Tower 
and GT Tower) will be donated to World Vision, a humanitarian organization working to make the world a better 
place for underprivileged children. 


Share something really good this season. Share C2 Green Tea. 


World Vision 


foy PEN ROR S [7254 ROBINSONS 
© ix К? &iGalleria W 


Based on my experience, the hole 

оп my cheek and jaw will fill out by 
the wedding so nothing left to do but 
wait. As for the marks, Obagi Clear 3 
lotion erased most of my marks and 
faded the rest to the point of near in- 
visibility. 
Diamond Peels with Vitamin C at 
Godiva and Obagi Oxygen Facials at 
Belo evened out my skin tone and 
made the pores shrink. 

Jet Peel at Belo is a form of Micro- 
dermabrasion that uses a spray of wa- 
ter and oxygen with Vitamin C solu- 
tion to exfoliate dead cells, hydrate 
skin and treat skin damage. You end 
up with baby skin and it helps the 
holes become shallower. 


Weight loss, body sculpting 

Here are some Christmas gift ideas: 

1. Pedometer (P180 at Outdoor 
store in Park Square Makati)—It takes 
10,000 steps a day to maintain one’s 
weight and 12,500 to 15,000 steps to 
lose weight. 

For the whole week, we walked a 
minimum of 27,000 and a maximum 
‘oF 42,900 steps, uphill and downhill. 

Downside: Swollen muscles weigh 
more than fat so your weight will not 
go down, which is really discouraging. 
So do not judge weight loss by how 


* clothes fit. 


2. Cleanse Smart 30-day Pro- 
gram—Internal Body Cleansing tablets 
with all-natural minerals and herbs to 
regulate digestion and bathroom habits. 
It also clears out backlog that causes 
bloating, acne and extra weight. 

Twent on a low-carbohydrate, high- 
protein diet, which quickly sheds fat 
and inches. But it gave me bad breath 
and impaired bathroom habits. I start- 
ed it a week before the trip, so there 
were no breakouts, bloating and lost 
almost four inches on the waist and 
thighs combined. 

3. Massages on cellulite and flab- 
ridden area with Life-Flo CelluSolve 
Plus Maximum Strength, (P999) at 
Health Express. 

‘One pump is perfect for the problem 
area—from buttocks to thighs. The 
delivery system is such that the 
molecules are so small that they can 
penetrate the pores. 

A three-minute massage is enough 
to improve circulation and boost skin 
firmness and look. (Had a masseuse 
apply it on me three times a week for 
more intensity.) 


Breakthrough present 

‘Mikaela Eyelash Growth Condition- 
er at P1,350 is a remarkable break- 
through that addresses the appear- 
ance of thinning and brittle eyelashes. 

Now you can dramatically enhance 
the appearance of your eyelashes and 
promote a fuller, thicker, lush-looking 
fringe. The counterparts in the US cost 
$250 or P10,000. 

Mikaela Eyelash Growth Condition- 
er—Apply once per day in the evening 
to upper lash line. 

Keep in mind that only a small 
amount of product is necessary for 
each application, so please use spar- 
ingly. Apply gel with applicator brush 
ina thin line along upper lash line at 
the root area (as though you are ap- 
plying eyeliner). Results are seen after 
4 to 8 weeks. Call 8187469 (Makati 
branch) or 8561925 (Fort) 

Warning: Do not get into the eye. If 
eye is touched, lately with 
water. Discontinue use if redness or ir- 
ritation occurs. 


MIKAELA Eyelash 
Growth 
Conditioner 
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Hicks’ drummer is Fil-Am 
RIVERMAYA MANAGER LIZZA NAKPIL SAYS 


Website: www.inquirer.net/entertainment DID American Idol Taylor Hicks’ drummer is “a 
KNOW... 149 on Sunday. Nakpil also said Indonesian., 
Idol Mike Mohede asked кодо a duet with the 


fs = 7 г good-looking. Pinoy named Michael Agoril- 
4 4 ја 3 i 
Э jx ы Pinoy rockers on their original “Balisong.” 


[ YOU — ја" Hicks and Rivermaya guested on "Asian 
Editor Emmie б. Velarde Alas, it didn't get into the program. Ni 


Buy a dozen Dunkin’ Donuts 
anda 
hologram tumbler 


"P1381 
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Мето MANILA Рим FEsTIVAL 2007 Marian drops hint Maria on Elijah: 


He looks like me * 


€ 
үү She may do ‘Darna’ 
|| | | | | ByGerryPlaza Marian said she was not por- By Marinel R. Cruz 
MIENI | Coneribucor traying Dyesebel or Rosalinda in 


her next project. "Binibigay ko lang 

THE SUCCESSFUL RUN OF poang aking 100 percent sa lahat 

“Marimar,” one of the most ng binibigay sa akin,” she added 
watched teleserye programs this cryptically. 

year, has boosted lead star Mar- Rivera thanked televiewers for 

ian Rivera's career. the continued high ratings of 

l& 3 "Pulipadnapoangsusunodkong “Marimar” and said she would 

gis } telenovela, she said during the continue giving her best, as with 

(Inquirer Entertainment is running this MMFF guide to help moviego- — press launch of her PLDT Touch the rest of the cast, in each of the 

ers plan their holiday cinema tour: The festival runs fiom Dec. 25 0 | Cards campaign lest week at forthcoming episodes of the local 


Maricel Soriano is looking for- 

ward to spending Christmas with 

four-month old Elijah, her niece Meryll's 

son by Bernard Palanca. 

"Ang gwapo nya. He looks so much Ше } 
me," Maricel said of the boy. Meryll is the { 
i 
Н 


4 
4 
WARD-WINNING ACTRESS 1 
| 
i 


daughter of Maricel' sister ВесВес and co- 
median Willie Revillame. 

"Because of him, the whole family willbe ; 
together on Christmas Day, that’s for sure,” 


Jan. 7, 2008.) Merks in Greenbelt 3. The state- adaptation of the Mexican telen- Maricel told entertainment writers during a 

" A ” ment seemed to confirm rumors ovela, which is slated to end in ess conference for her latest film, “Bahay ^ 
Desperadas: All They Need Is Love that Marian is being groomed to March 2008. Kubo: A Pinoy Mano Рог a ien 

Regal Entertainment portray "Darna" in a new series. $ Film Festival entry. 

Stars: Ruffa Gutierrez, Rufa Mae Quinto, Iza Calzado and Marian There are reports that ОМА 7 Next big star The actress said she didn't mind playing 

Rivera. х will revive the top-rating fantasy ^ Obviously — Marian маѕ mother roles, although she would like to 

Directed by Joel Lamangan series, which starred Angel Locsin groomed by GMA 7 as its “next big tackle “offbeat” charactessin the future. 


телип sa comedy about ourhaltsistersand howtheyoopo wittei- | as the mythical, Pay heane CBN. The pop dariy of Marimar окы eI 
See rites Шм шиме Ори = dm bastien, her child with busiessman-poli- 5 
Rati, ово by pres. a azo pray the demum and үчин а е OM c з йун Чап Cesar Jalosjos. 

Кос nore ace Do een лы N ы: 
youngest, a swim wear/underwear. designer engaged to a basketball star. following in the Philippines. as this one for PLDT Touch Card. Gift Certificates Available 


UWE TRES CEN Ҹу rclaksasi 
Just text KISSES to 2600 for more details. 


IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS OF 
UNFORGETTABLE KISSESo 


gi 


NOW OPEN: 
SM CITY STA. MESA 


бык, GIF sour WING: Tel. No.: 556-2315 


THIS KISS by Color It Red Зи 
ITs INHER KISS by itchyworms SEALED WITH A KISS by Slent Sanctuary. KISS У 
MebjTont . BLUEKISS by imago KISS ON MYLIST by Mcoy Fundales Ea. call 5 

KISSINGA FOOL'by True Faith - DONTTALK, JUST KISS by Sit! 100 KISSES 4 É А WIRES» Gi GENERAL AUDIENCE|ALL AGES ADMITTED 


The 100th Anniversary Song) by Margarita NOW SHOWING 


MALL OF. 
or 


Its Christmas time in your city 
light up your holidays 
with spectacular shows and 
amazing attraction 


cR martian 
О, Valenciano 
- child: 


December 21, 8PM 
+ Eastwood Central Plaza 
Based on the Hugo Award 
4 Nebula Award-winning 


short story by renowned sci-fi} 
/ Шшпіпагу David Gerrold. 


spen Do of 
hier 
jastwüod City 


те: GEHATIDIS 7% » ФПФЕНСТУ 
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ENCHANTED 
| 2:35, 5:15, 1:55, 10:35 
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3 MARTIAN CHILO] ELIZABETH 
t 


13.90 120.340 1115 2:10, 5:00 THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
oP o 20, 5:20, 8:00, 10:35 


TICNET PCS K SCREENING TNE ДАСТ СВЕ И Ein it bang 96-13 
9508800083908 Eastwood (ду Walk 2 Eastwood Cty 


E. Rodriguez Jc. Ave, (С-5) Quezon City 
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Fr om Borat — Another ‘Deal,’ for charity | | 


THREE CELEBRITY CON- second go, having vowed to do- 
From page КФ TEStants who failed to win nate their winnings to charity. 

‘There's one incredibly high note at the end | the grand prizein“DealorNo Leviste, a former aspiring ac- 
of my piece. I don't think Tim knows this but | Deal” have been invited again tor and now Batangas vice gov- 
When i went in to record, I couldnt actually | to try their luck in the game ето; says he would tum over 
reach the high note even with spandex (laugh- | show. whatever he wins to Bantay Ba- 
тег). Once Tim left the recording session, I | _ The last time they played, ta and World Vision. 
brought in a very fat female opera singer and | Roderick Paulate, Efren “Bata” Bantay Bata helps abused 
gor her to sing the final note laughter). So the | Reyes and Marc Leviste took and sick children. World Vision 
final note was actually sung by a 200-pound | home P1 each. The show's pro- provides scholarship to indigent 
look-alike of mine who's actually female. ducers decided they deserved а Бис deserving youth. 


Do you feel sad that Borat and Ali G are so 
popular now that you have to abandon 
them because everyone knows them and e 
you can't pose as these characters any- POWER PLANT 
more? 

Definitely You learn to love the characters, ^ 
especially since you play them for a long time. 
When I was doing Ali G or Borat, wasin char- О ЗАЗ МАКАТ ТЕС В9в-14 
acter sometimes 14 hours a day You become РРР 
the character so admitting that you're never go- 
ing to play the character is quite a sad thing... 


THE GOLDEN 


‘The problem with success, although its fantas- | ELIZABETH: | MARTIAN CHILD COMPASS 
tc, is that every new person who sees the Borat | GOLDEN AGE (ЛИ PG13 
movie is one less person who I can get with Bo- Рб13 1200510200; 12:10,2:40,5:10, 
rat again... 125 upsetting but the success has | 1:00,3:30,6:00,8:30 7:50,10:10 740,10:10 


been great and better than anyone would have. 
dreamed of. But there's а lot of other characters 


that Tm developing. ELIZABETH 
THE олон DEATHPROOF | THE GOLDEN AGE 

Were your parents disappointed when you | R13 PG13 

decided to become an actor? 1210240540, | 13034058080 | 1230200530, 


8:00,10:30 
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They were disappointed, obviously. They 
‘wanted me to be a lawyer and they said, “You 
could do acting in the evenings” (laughter) but 
now, theyre allright. They're slightly less disap- 
pointed now. 


` Your bathing suit in “Borat” was memorable 
and so is your tight spandex pants in this 
movie. Do you enjoy showing off? 

Alot of actors put on weight for a role. I put 
оп three inches for this one (laughter). I got || d 
very very excited during some of the scenes, as DECEMBER 16, 2007 
you can see (laughter). Having Johnny Depp P200,000 SHOPPING SPREE 
around was clearly inspirational. ! worked with 
this brilliant costume designer, Colleen At- EDWARD L. FUENTEBELLA 
‘wood, and ме were going through what the JOSEPHINE RAMIREZ SATO 
character should look like, We contemplated "ADELAIDE IGNACIO 
having him as a really fat guy Then we moved a MA. AURORA М. GONZALES 
toward having him more as а toreador. IF you 2 
notice, bulfghters have very tight spandex 
trousers. As you say in Spanish, "Cojones con 
melones Caughter).” 


А Y 
[Tho Ayata halls Ола Privilogo Card s honored at any Ayala Malls Cinemas nationwide) — 
es € Aaa Center Cobu, n) d 


E-mail the columnist at rvnepales_5585@ya- 
hoo.com and read his blog, "The Nepales Report,” 
on wwwinquirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 
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DECEMBER 18 TO 22 at MBC CCP area 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES: 


Рес. 16-22: MISA DE GALLO Dec. 18-22: ILAW NG PASKO 
Dec. 18 : | PANUNULUYAN & GRAN BELEN (LANTERN FLOAT PARADE) 
Joseph and Mary's search for the place 

where Baby Jesus will be born to culminate HIMIG NG PASKO 

at CCP front lawn with 1,000 VOICE CHOIR (CHILDREN'S CHOIR CONTEST) 


TUGTOG NG PASKO (NIGHTLY BAND CONCERT): 
Dec. 18 - 6 CYCLE MIND Dec. 21 - SPONGE COLA 

Dec. 19 - KAMIKAZEE Dec. 22 - SANDWICH AND IMAGO 
Dec. 20 - PAROKYA NI EDGAR 
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LOS ANGELES—'TM SORRY. 
"His balls were caught in the ele- 
магог so I'm here instead.” 

1 Thats how Sacha Baron Co- 
"ien replied when asked why he 
did not come to this recent press 
don in LA as Signor Pirelli in the 
film adaptation of Stephen 
Sondheim's musical, "Sweeney 


Fleet Street." The movie is vy- 
ing for four Golden Globe 
‘Awards, including Best Picture- 
Gomedy or Musical. 

Pirelli, the famboyant Italian 
Warber in anatomically graphic 
spandex pants, is the latest incar- 
’ — don of the man who played Bo- 

хас (the Kazakhstani journalist, 


WHAT tight pants can do. Sacha Baron Cohen (сене) hit that hi 


Erom 
Sacha Baron Cohen is quite balsy; 


Ruben V 
Nepales 


Todd: The Demon Barber of Ali G (the moronic gangsta 


wannabe) and Bruno (the Austri- 
an fashionista—coming to the big 
screen) in films and TV shows. 

^1 prefer to be in character but 
unfortunately getting into the 
character of Pirelli would have re- 
quired a number of people and the 
shipping of my balls as wel,” 


added Sacha, who spoke to us 


completely in his most popular 
character, Borat, costume and all, 
Jast year. But even as himself—al- 
though he was still trying to hide 
somewhat behind glasses and a 
сар—басћа was hilarious, as you 
can already imagine with those 
opening quips. In fact, the bawdy 
lines came across as funnier since 
these were almost unexpected 
from someone looking so preppy 
and normal in sweaters, checkered 
shirt and jeans, 

“Do I sit or do I stand? I lie 
down? Where do I take my clothes 
off?” he asked, eliciting more 
laughter. He graciously accepted a 
bouquet of flowers and a big mon- 
key toy for Olive, his October-bom. 


note in his song, thanks to the tight, 


ahatomically graphic pants he wore, according to "Sweeney Todd" director Tim Burton, But Sacha. 


disclosed his secret musical weapon in th 


rerview. 


daughter Even Olive's mother ће 8 
fiancée, Australian actress Ба | 
Fisher, was not spared from | 
$асһа humor. When an Aus- 
tralian colleague greeted Sacha 
with “You have quite a big tø- | 
do with an Aussie—the moth- 

ег of your child, right?” he 
quickly replied, “Oh yes, so 

she claims.” 


Really sleazy 
The Golden Globe award ? 
winning actor for “Borat”: 
asked each one of us to say 
from what county were 
from as we stood up to ask 
him a question. To a journalist 1. 
who said, “I am from Ger- 
many” he quipped, “I am sorry 
about that.” He asked; "Will you 


stand up?” More laughter because =: 


the reporter was already standing 
up. 1 
А male writers mane did лох", 
escape his amused attention: “Did, 
you always have that hairstyle Ог 
‘was that since Borat (laughter)? I 
appreciate that—Im glad you 
сате as me.” 

The great Stephen Sondheim, 
interviewed earlier in London, 
said of Sacha as the rival barber of 
Johnny Depp's Sweeney Todd: 
"He's a really sleazy Pirelli which 
меме never had before on the 
stage. And he is sinister, too. 
(Spoiler alert) It was a great plea- 
sure to see him die (end spoiler 
alert). Pirelli has always been 
played by a tenor. Sacha is a bari- 
tone but he was able to give the 
flavor of a tenor. The whole idea 
‘was a take-off on an Italian tenor 
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singing, a man showing off his 
voice, 125 wonderful that Sacha 
sings it all in that baritone voice 
and then on the last note, he goes 
way into the stratosphere—he 
goes into this pretentious falsetto. 
‘That was really funny" 


Rather small part 

The legendary musical stage 
‘composer added, "Y also loved the 
fact that he used the Italian flag as 
a bib. That was not my idea—it 
was his. Iwish [had thought oft.” 

Director Tim Burton also shared 
his take on the Cambridge-educat- 
ей actor: "He had just come off 
‘Borat’ so for him to choose this, 
kind ofa small part, it really made 
for something special on the film. 
He's not just funny; he can do dif- 
ferent accents. And the suit was 
tight. Thats why he was able to hit 
that high note (laughter).” 

Here are excerpts of our press 


con with the man who reportedly, 


asked “Sweeney Todd's” costume 
designer to insert manhood-en- 
hancing material into his tight 
trousers. 


Can you talk about what the 
past year was like? Seems it was 
quite a heady one foryou. 

‘Winning а Golden Globe was an 
incredible evening in my life. Lam. 
still nursing the hangover (laugh- 
ter) and it really transformed 
things. That award led to offers 
from Tim Burton and other direc- 
tors so it broke me out from being 
а pure comedian into something a 
bic larger. People are categorized 
as either comedians or actors. It 
"was an amazing opportunity to 
have people think, oh, there was a 
performance involved behind Bo- 
rat because people assumed that I 
was Ali G or I was Borat and that 
there was no acting involved. 
More so because for a time, I never 
came ош behind the mask. So that 
awards night was a transforming 
experience for me, I got drunk and 
nine months later, you saw what 
happened (laughter). 


‘Who taught you shaving lessons 
for this role? 

When I was doing Ali G, I had 
my own barber who shaved my 
beard. I hosted the MTV Awards 
once and we had all the big rap- 
pers, including Jay-Z who had an 
‘entourage of about 30 people. He 
said, “Wait a minute. Who's this 
guy?" I go, "This guy just shaves 
my beard" He goes, "He does your 
hair too?” I said, “No, he just 
shaves my beard.” He became in- 
credibly jealous because this rap- 
рег with an entourage of 30 peo- 
ple didn't have his own beard trim- 
mer (laughter). So everyone was 
trying to poach my guy. He was the 
guy who gave me shaving lessons. 
He's a Sicilian guy who used to 
shave the local Mafia. He has been 
shaving from the age of six—he 
stood on a chair—so I knew he 
was trustworthy. 


And did you take singing 
lessons? 

Т arrived in London the day be- 
fore I started shooting. I realized 
that I needed singing lessons be- 
cause I didn't really know how to 
use my voice. 1 foolishly called my 
mother and said, “Could you finda 
good singing teacher?” So she 
looked in the Yellow Pages (laugh- 
ter) and she gave me the address 
of this woman. So I tumed up and 
this woman opens the door. She 
said (in a high-pitched, ultra- 
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Was it his tight 
pants or an opera 
singer that helped 

him reach a 


SACHA Baron. 
Cohen, the man 
*, behind Boratand 
Pirelli gets flowers. 
sand а monkey toy for 
>“ his newborn baby 
with actress Isla 
Fisher: 
PHOTOBYRUBENV NEPALES. 


chirpy woman's voice), "Hello, can 
1 help you?” I go, "My name's 
Sacha Baron Cohen.” And she 
said, "T was expecting you to be a 
girl Caughter).” She goes, “What's 
the musical?” 1 go, “Sweeney 
"Todd." She goes, "Never heard of 
it” I said, “Ies starting Johnny 
Depp.” She said, "Who's he?" 
Caughter) I said, “He's an actor, 
you know ‘Pirates of the 
Caribbean, ‘Sleepy Hollow” ^N. 
no, never heard of him. Who's 
recting?" 1 go, "Tim Burton.” She 
goes, "Oh, no, never heard of him. 
New man, is he? Could I have his 
telephone number because I often. 
have these local concerts? We're 
looking for somebody to direct." 
So I started singing Pirelli to her 
and she goes “Oh, no, no, you 
don't do it like that.” It was the first 
time she had even seen the music 
and yet she goes, "You have to do 
this (in an operatic woman's voice 
and florid singing style): T am 
Pirelli... and then you take your 
hat off and do a twirl.” So she ba- 
sically became the new director 
(laughter) of "Sweeney Todd.” I 
ignored everything she said. 


You must have heard good 
things about Johnny Depp be- 
fore working with him. What 
impression did he leave on you? 

T had heard of Johnny. I knew 
he played a sailor in а film (laugh- 
ter). [heard he was going to be a 
hairdresser in a movie called 
"Sweeney Todd." He's a true mas- 
ter of his ап. With someone like 
‘Tim Burton, who requires detail 
and a total precision in the craft, 
Johnny has that. He can replicate а 
perfect performance 15 times. 
Thats the first time Гуе ever seen 
someone able to do that. He's one. 
ofthe biggest stars in the world, if 
not the biggest star But he's in- 
credibly humble. (Spoiler alert) In 
the scene where he was murder- 
ing me, after each take, he'd be the 
first one to come over with а little 
bowl so I could spit out the fake 
blood (End alert), He treats every- 
one with total respect and is prob- 
ably one of the most grounded 
persons Гуе ever met. 


Johnny's character is driven by 
revenge. Are you also the type 
who likes to get even? 

Not really. But since last year, 
Ihave been sued (for "Borat") 
by about 3,000 people (laugh- 
ter). Everyone wanted to get 
even with me but these letters 
are unusual. I was informed by 
the lawyers that I'm about to be 
sued by someone for $100,000 
and then the letter says at the 
end, "PS. I loved the movie 
(laughter). Can you sign a 
poster for my son, Jeremy?” 


Tim told us that you virtu- 
ally sang the whole score of 
“Fiddler on the Roof” during 
your audition. Can you talk 
about that moment from 
your perspective and how 
you reached that high note in 
your song in the movie? 

‘Tim said that Sondheim needed 
to hear all of us sing before we 
were actually given the parts. The 
only thing I remembered was that 
when I was in college, I played 
Tevye in “Fiddler on the Roof” 501 
came in and sang “FI Were A Rich 
Man.” That wasn't enough so he 
asked me to sing five other songs 
from “Fiddler” Luckily, Sondheim 
thought they were okay, 
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SNOOKY SERNA 
and daughter SACHI 


ТМА BIG FAN OF GRAPHIC NOVEL 
ist Neil Gaiman's work, especially 
his "Sandman: Master of Dreams." 
Tm into dark and gothic stories. 
Gaiman is arguably the best 
writer of that genre. I met 
him three years ago at his 
book-signing, I even had 
my picture taken with 
him. I was also around 
when he visited the country 
early this year. "Sandman" 
is a comic book series of 
ethereal figures. Its lead 
character, Morpheus, the 
lord of dreams, is captured 
but escapes in the modern 
day to rebuild his fallen 
kingdom. Its a nice read. I 
find it very interest- 


ing. Marinel R. Cruz 
PHOTO BY JMGUIAO PUNZALAN 


Books 


ROBERT SENA 


ZACH, A LABRADOR, IS 7 YEARS OLD. MY KIDS 
call him Lolo because he seems to have forgotten ev- 
erything he learned from obedience school. He now 
does his poo-poo wherever he wants. We feel bad 
that we hardly spend any more time with him be- 
cause Isay (Alvarez, his wife) and I are always at 
work and the kids are in school. Whenever we get 
home, Zach would run to us as if saying, “Hey guys! 
You adopted me. Aren't you supposed to play with 


me?" Marinel R. Cruz 
PHOTO BY ROM НО ШАРА 


ISAY ALVAREZ 

OUR TURTLE HAS NO NAME. IT HAS ALWAYS 
been called The Turtle. Taking care of a turtle is пог 
so difficult. We just feed it with turtle pellet. Malakas 
kumain ito, sobra. There was a time when we were so 
preoccupied with renovating a part of the house that 
we forgot all about it. We didn't feed it for three 
months. Surprisingly, its still alive. It’s good to have 
the turtle live in the small pond inside the house; it 


eats all the mosquitoes. Marinel R. Cruz 
PHOTO BY ROMY HOMLLAOA 


NICOLE Kidman at 
the premiere of 

“Golden Compass” 
in Sydney, Australia 


Кер 
CARPET 


premiere of "National. 


Ж матай MAKATI TOMAS MORATO 
Secrets” in New York GT Tower "УР CKB Center 
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Svenson 
saved 
my hair! 


- Tessa Prieto Valdes 

Interior Designer 
For Tessa Prieto-Valdes, hair isn't just 
her crowning glory. It's her favorite 
accessory. "I do a lot of things to my 
hair," she says. "1 even make sure my 
hair matches my outfit! | do a lot of 
coloring and styling so | know I have 
to make extra effort to keep it 
healthy. I've tried lots of shampoos 
апа treatments, but they were only 
temporary solutions. Then 1 
discovered the Svenson treatments, 
which feel like they enter the 
Scalp and actively treat it. My 
hair's now thicker, full of volume 
зо much healthier! I'm 


call 892-HAIR (4247) 


BINONDO 
ту Federal Томе 
Building 


ALABANG 


AIF Citbank-Frabelle 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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` Taye Diggs goes caroling 


рь VIOLET, LOUISIANA—ACTOR TAYE DIGGS SPENT TIME SINGING 
~ carols Monday night in a place where the Christmas spirit is coming 
You back: hard-hit St. Bernard Parish. Diggs joined a gospel choir and, 
KNow.. М“ Orleans singer Irma Thomas in a Violet neighborhood where 


many people are still living in trailers 27 months after Hurricane 
Katrina. "Its an eye-opener,” said Diggs about the destruction. As 


much as you hear on the news, it's completely different when you 
see it firsthand. 


i Preggy li'l sis 
JAMIE Lynn Spears and 
big sister Britney, far 
right, watch the МВА 
game between the 
Washington Wizards and 
Los Angeles Lakers in LA 
in this file photo. Jamie 
Lynn, 16, who stars asa. 
schoolgirl in 
Nickelodeon's popular 
TV show “Zoey 101,” is 
pregnant. The cable 
channel has confirmed 
the report. REUTERS 


From: Carla 


Ges hus wid 
ur guy at dis 
very minute? 


Go ahead; call her nang 
magkalinawan. Unlimited 
naman ang Sun 24/7. 

Sa Sun lang meron nyan! 


Mas nagkakaintindihan 


talaga ‘pag unlimited i 
"апа tawagan. 1 
: j 


"Su 


CELLULAR 
Sun-fawag lang yan! 


Hotline: 395-8000 • wwrw.suncellular.com.ph 


AMY PEREZ 


BEFORE THE BATHROOM WAS RENOVATED, THE BATH TUB 


used to be my favorite spot in the house. 


my time in the area where my laptop is—the bedroom on the sec- 


ond floor. That's where I write my news} 


my mail. When I'm not feeling well, its also where I have supper. 


The THX experie 


^ 


Z^» 
BumowIspendmosof “E AVORITE 
paper column and check МООК5 

Ш Асый 


Marinel К. Cruz 
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nce. 


Giving you more than the front seat. 


А unique cinematic experience trom the largest 


THX certiied theatre operator in the. 
"Cinemas, = 77 


2500 


КУЛ) amenas 


MONTANO GIRLS 
Angelina Isabelle 
Samantha Angelene-(3) 

Angel Franchesca (2) 


in Glorietta 1 and. 
Glorietta 4 cinemas оту. | 


Promo Period: 


November 22 to ACCORDING TO SUNS 
·.. December 31, 2007 Cruz: "This Christmas tr| 
* Sennen tr evan been with Buboy (husbar 


истаса Ротань КЗ Soes ot 2007 sar Montano) and me sinf 


got married seven years : 


бара of bark 
tatlong агаш ng kadiliman 


t a film by KRAVE 


Are you Prepared to 
EXPERIENCE the 


daps of darkness 


D. штап 


exclusive at 
Robinsons Movieworld indieSine 
GALLERIA - ERMITA • BACOLOD 
DECEMBER 12 to 24, 2007 


MTRCB Rating: R18 


has lasted this long bec: 
always see to it that it’s | 
in a big box. I just ну | 
grade or change the orna 
every year. Sometimes w| 
cy ali red. This year, it's al 
Our kids, especially the q 
were excited in decorati] 
tree. They kept saying: " 
as we hung the decoratio 
Christmas Eve, aften № 
midnight Mass with: the 
their yayas and our-sta 
usually have noche burl 
home. Buboy helps in со 
and setting the table. 
year, our Christmas is al 
special. My wish is for my 
ly to spend a hundred 
Christmases togetherl M] 
band took this photo of of 
Marias im our Quezon] 
home, while I played the| 
mom.” 
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CONCIERGE HOTLINE NUMBERS: 
Alabang Town Center - M2 2782: 772 1860, 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 251 5342 loc. 324 


Markel Markel - 8057519 “4 


Glorietta -7527272 
Thoma - 901 3000 


Greenbelt - 757 4853 1054 


Taylor Hicks Live! 
December 18; 7pm; Glorietta 4 Park 
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Taylor Hicks Live! 
December 19; 7pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 


Christian Bautista Live! 
December 22; 6pm; Town Plaza 
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Christmas Chorale featuring Akafellas 


AYALA CENTER 
December 22; Tpm; Activity Center 


СЕВО 


ANTED 


Japan Foundation Karate Demonstration. 


TOWN 
CENTER 


МАЋКЕТЕ 
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3 FRED CLAUS LUST CAUTION 


MARKET! MARKET! 


December 18; 6pm; Activity Center 


Repertory Philippines presents TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE 
January 11 to 27, 2007 

For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 

or visit www.repertory-philippines.com 


n — 


WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 


MARKETI--- 
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Guassanreo SEATS 


THE KINGDOM 


MARTIAN CHILD 


November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Gallery. 
For more info, pis. call 757-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or emali museum _inquiry@ayalamuseum.org 


Ayala museum 


Taylor Hicks Live! 
December 20; 7pm; Activity Center 


ENCHANTED 


Offer may not be availed in 


6 7E 


FRED CLAUS 


conjunction with other promotions, | 


Promo Period: November 14 to December 31, 2007. 


|BEST 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS 


FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase. 
See leaflets for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A3-938, Series of 2007 
December 4 to 31 
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Teens & Kids Zone 

| У 7% 

х. Мом Open . ./*, 

1 в 
3rd Level, Glorietta3 / 
KIDS Orange Juice Bloe Star бью AK È Gift Factory 
Baby Couture Diaper OshKosh B'üosh Buffalo Tomato — Gel Stoff 
Babyland Papemelroti Converse Whoops Хапае & 
Basics for Kids ink Box DM Store. Xx Е] : 
Beagle House «Spin Folded & Hong — YRYS Mallos: 
Big & Small. f Think Pink Francesco MCKY. 
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infant Й, - i Bead Shop / 
Өнө 7 SLM Nike Stadiom +” Candy Cee? Il Stoff « 
Gingersnaps All Boxed Up Petit Monde Cindy Carol 
Kandy & Karen ‘American Boulevard “Plains & Prints Color Stone 
Kids of Bayo Astravision Replay Courtside 
Maxi Bear Bayo Soda Cubes 
Blued Fern Filbars 


Meet My Feet 


ne 


EENBELT “TOWN 
MEC LH 


EZ 


COPY AVAILABLE | 


married in 2003. 
Before we had our 
daughter, our or- 
naments were sim- 
ple—only silver 
and blue, no bright. 
colors. But when 
Anya was born, we 
added more color- 
ful ornaments and 
we didn't limit our- 
selves to’ Christ- 


CHRISTINE BERSOLA, JULIUS BABAO AND ANYA BABAO 


SAYS CHRISTINE toys, teddy bears your tree! Anya we write down the the tree falls down 
Bersola “We've and other small nowhelps из hang year on it. We will because of the 
had our Christmas but vibrant trin- the décor. We have doiteveryyearun- heavy ornaments.” 
tree since we kets on the tree. a new tradition, til Anya and our fu- 

moved into our See how having a Every time we buy ture kids аге Bayani San 
house увел ме got child can change a new ornament, grownup. Or until DiegoJr. 
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Vow! 
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Е MY FAVORITE NOOKS IN THE HOUSE IS THE AREA WHERE THE 
helf is. This spot is special to me. I collect all of the books ofthe Philippine 
for Investigative Journalism (PCIJ). I also have a lot of files of News- 
| have several books about homes, too. But I don't store all of them here. 

loks kept on this shelf are only the ones that I feel are necessary. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special . 


‘Avail the Shang Cineplex E-see Club Giftcards. 
The Perfect Giftcard for the Holiday Season! 
Its a gift your family and friends will surely appreciate. 
Enjoy 10% discount on the E-see club membership fee. 
Limited offer from Nov. 30, 2007 - Jan. 15, 2008 only. 


‘6th Noor, Shangri-La Plaza Май 
EDSA comer Shaw Віа. Mandaluyong City 
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Zi. ARANETA COLISEUM 
THE MUST-SEE SHOW OF THE YEAR! 
DE TI 


welcome 


CNS 


JANUARY 18 TO 27, 2008 
GO TO WWW.DISNEYONICE-ASIA.COM/PH 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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For reservations сай 011-555 ar log on о Ueketnel.com ph. aranatacokscum.com or aranutacontor net 


OPENS DECEMBER 26 


PREMIER NIGHT DECEMBER 22, SATURDAY 7:30 РМ. 
АТ SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 9 & 10 
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DANTE rushed the decor in the viewing 
room for a Christmas party. 


Р] 
ORIENTAL candles 
and candleholder are 
gifts from friends, 


„ЕУ 


E 
MASKS from Вай 


HEFOUND the Sitting Buddha sculpture in 
India. 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Romy Homillada. 


T'S PRETTY OBVIOUS THAT A 
production designer lives here. 
Filmmaker Brillante “Dante” 
Mendoza regards his garden/home 
in the heart of bustling Mandaluy- 
ong as a masterpiece in serenity 
—an oasis of fine things and cre- 
ativity, holiday season or not. 
Chances are, the casual observer won't no- 
tice that the garden was devastated by typhoon 
Milenyo last year 
“We replaced the wood trellis with a steel 
structure that will withstand the next storm,” 
Mendoza says. Now, the steel trellis is teeming 
with red-tipped millionaires’ vine—the piece 
de résistance of Dante's garden. 


Therapy 

‘The director often does the gardening him- 
self. Its his therapy, he says. “Touching the soil 
with my hands has a humbling, soothing effect 
озше” 

From his dad, a businessman-farmer in Pam- 
panga, he inherited his love of greenery. 

Dante's next project is to rebuild two nipa 
huts and the Bali-inspired lounge in front of his 
mini “Boracay beach.” He relates, “The white 
sand was washed away by Milenyo.” 

He personally mixed the paint used on the 
walls of his office/conference room. 

‘Tellingly, in the same way that he takes а 
hands-on approach in sprucing up his home, he 
often experiments with colors and the paint 
brush in his film and commercial shoots. 

Dante, who started as production designer 
on “Private Show” and "Takaw Tukso” in the 
late 1980s, had a thriving design practice in ad- 
vertising before making his directorial debut 
with "Masahista" in 2005. 

“I made the Oriental bamboo lamps in 
“Masahista,” he volunteers. 

He also crafted the Japanese paper lamp in 
the conference room—along with several mod- 
em works of art in the foyer and main living 
room, 


are souvenirs from China and India. 


NATIVITY and Sto. Niño figures are gifts; Buddha and Hindu deity 


Filmmaker Brillante 
Mendoza considers 
his garden/home 

а masterpiece, 
holiday season 

or not 


SMILING Buddha. 
таз from Bangkok 


TO ADD color to the all-white living room, he added a splash of olive 
green on the staircase. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2007 


MODERN roundchairandantquelumpffom | 
Bangkal, Makati in front of picture window. 


He framed fallen leaves, stones, mushrooms, 
seeds and other found objects, and displayed 
them in the living room and on the staircase. 

His background in Fine Arts (University of 
Santo Tomas), he says, primed him ... well, not 
only for his filmmaking career, but also for his 
hobby as interior decorator 

“Everything Ive done in the past was in prepa- 
ration for my current passions,” he points ош. 

From his numerous travels, he has brought 
home various masks—from Shanghai, Bali, 
Bangkok and a prized pair from Venice. 

“Туе also started collecting refrigerator mag- 
nets," he says. 

Seems he has also developed the habit of 
collecting film awards along the way. 

Hot on the heels of winning the prize for fic- 
tion at the International Environmental Film 
Festival in Paris for ‘Foster Child” late last 
month, he brought home the special jury tro- 
phy at the Marrakech Intemational Film Festi- 
val in Morocco for "Tirador" on Dec. 15. 

The jury, which was headed by filmmaker 
Milos Forman and included actors John Hurt 
and Parker Posey, praised "Tirador" for being 
“energetic and powerful.” 


Posters galore 

"The Marrakech honor is his fifth internation- 
al recognition since winning the Golden Leop- 
ard at the Locarno film fest for “Masahista.” 

All his awards and movie posters, including 
mementos from this year's Cannes Directors’ 
Formight (where “Foster” was screened), are 
displayed in his home office. 

But he seems more pleased with the Christ- 
mas décor he has set up with fellow production, 
designer Harley Alcasid. (Alcasid also acted as 
impromptu lightman for this pictorial.) 

Dante explains: "We rushed the decoration. 

Apart from this shoot, we're also preparing 
fora Christmas party" 8 З 

Не admits that he feels obliged to pulloutall ^ 
the stops in the holiday season. His silver-stud- 
дей Christmas tree is complimented by sports 
crystal balls. from China) strewn all over the 
livingroom. 

“Because my friends know Tm a production 
designer by profession, it would be embarrass- 
ing not to decorate the house,” he says. 


CRYSTAL balls are from Shanghai, and silver 
balis are from a Makati store. 


CHRISTMAS balls (left) are displayed at the. 
pond decorated with stones from Pampanga. 


HEPLANS to rebuild these nipa huts damaged by Milenyo. 


can chat and smoke. 


THE GARAGE was turned into an all-white lanai, where party guests 


HE MIXED the yellow paint on the French windows and repainted 
the wrought-iron benches in lemon and turquoise. 


